Issue No. 14

o D v * .

Pnce RI 00 :
[Sohdarity price R 50]

African majenty and workmg people.After years of struggle
iand sacrlfice, v1ctory is in sight. =~ = : ,

1 -'But to complete that v1ctory, AN C activists
 still have to organise to make sure there is
a massive ANC majority in the National
and Reglonal Assembhes

" We must stretch every muscle to elect a

* government with power to end. the-

: 1nJustlces and lnequahtles of the past. -

73% of African people, 57% of coloureds

.+ and 49% of Indians expect their lives to;
~ - improve after the election. We want jobs,

. homes," educatlon, health care and

© .. security.

" We have .Wait'ed' too long already for the
. right to enjoy a decent life. Millions of us

+ 'will be ready to move into action the day

- after the election. The new government
- must be equally ready to meet our

e - demands.

G The ANC must fight in govemment for the

L working masses who defeated apartheid.

December l993lj.‘anuaryl_99'4 .

"The demands of the Freedom Charter

: Now it’s our turn to rule'

If theAN C l‘eadersj in the new government
- give a lead, they can be sure of support in
“ the communities and workplaces to defeat.
-any attempts at sabotage ~

can’t take success for granted. On the
‘ doorsteps, at work, in the streets, in rural

must be 1mplemented to transform
peopleshves '

Defeated partles must not be allowed to
stand in the way. Nor must racists, ‘home-
land’ leaders, the International Monetary
Fund, the World Bank, or South Africa’s
own ruling class. They have had their day

But ﬁrst we have to win the electlon We

areas, the message has to ‘be spread to
make sure that every vote for the ANCi is

cast on the day.

Forward to vzctory on 27th Aprll
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_ .The masses want an
ANC government to end
the misery of life under
apartheid and capitalism.
AtaPeople’s Forum near
Durban local leaders told
Nelson Mandela: “We
have no houses, no roads,
no electricity, no water,
no sewerage, no creches,
no clinics, no security, no
good transport.”
-Opinion polls show
that three-quarters of
‘blacks believe a new

SA ‘more prosperous.
The same- percentage.
think” the government
should give free housmg

1 and 90% believe in free |
education and welfare for|

the unemployed. -
.~ The bosses refer to
these modest demands as

Restrlctlons :

~Throug’hout' " the
negotiations the ruling
 class was' determined to
- concede as- little real

Their tactic has been to
-drag out negotiations and

| secure maximum con-
| cessions‘from the ANC.

_ The -.-agreements
reached at the Kempton

| Park talks reveal many
| compromises made by,
| the - ANC - leadership
| which
| necessary.- The most
_ unportant of these are:

2 were - not

year

- government. - .
® A Constituent

Assembly that will not

to write the constitution
will be severely limited
by the already agreed
constitutional principles
~and the unchallengeable
powers of the unelected.

government ‘will make |

“a“crisis ofexpectatlons” ]

- power as possible: While -
| they have been forced to
1 givethe vote, theyare not
| prepared to hand over
state “and economic |
| power to the majority.

. A compulsory ﬁve |
coalition

be sovereign. Its powers'

constltutlonal court,

The interim constitution

is supposed to be in force

for five years. But the |

regime’s real.aim 1s to
make it permanent. ~

Such was the conﬁdence :
of the ruling class at one |’
- “toenadering” betweenthe |-

stage that the capitalist
mouthpiece, Business
Day, boasted: “Yes, an
Assembly will come into
existence after the

‘elections. But it will be so
constrained
comprehensrve list ‘of
principles that it will be -

by a

able to'do little more than
improve ‘the’ grammar of

the mtenm constltutlon. ”. -

Vote for change '

 Yet what appéars tobea

majo’r victory for the
, regime and the bosses rests
- on very shaky ground.

Their optimism' over the

negotiated agreements is

based entirely on"the .

retreats : of the: ANC
leadership. Constitutional

‘restrictions -on paper are
one: thing, implementing :
them will be another.

For the - capitalists,

democracy and the right to .

vote is acceptable only if it
does ‘not threaten their
economic power. They are’
prepared to live with it so
long as it does not enter the

~-heads of the working class

that this right entitles them’

* to do more than change the :

government.
Forthe working class on

. the other hand, the vote is

seen as a: political
instrument for their social

|- emancipation. They will-
" be compelled to mobilise

against any constitutional -
_restrictions designed to.

frustrate this aim.

"~ No  matter how
ssophisticated- - ‘the
constitutional agreements,

they. will be evaluated by

-the simple test as to

whether they will. make
possible the “transforma-
tion of the lives of the
masses. This is why the
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AFTER NEARLY four years, constitutional
negotiations -have now been ‘completed. The |- .
latest agreements: have cleared the main | -
obstacles to the electlons For the first time the
majontywﬂlbe able to elect thegovernment. We '
are now entermg the last days of white baasskap.

ruhng class is 5o nervous.

Weakness-es

“Their traditional
instruments of political
power have ' emerged
further weakened at the
end of the negotiations.
This is a reflection of the
shift in the balarnce of

| forces in favour of the
“working class.

‘'While there has been a-

ANC and the NP in the

negotiations, the class

forces on which they rest
have become more
polarised. .

Whilst ‘the forces of
counter-revolution have .

1 been weakened, the forces | :
of revolut1on remain. | .

mtact

Support for the National |

' -"‘.Sspllts in the Afrrkaner\"

right wing; each splinter is

~denouncing the other as a

traitor to the Afrikaner
cause. Splits are also
opeping in the IFP.

The emergence . of
Popcru is a graphlc"

indicator_of ‘the growing
fissures within apart ofthe .

state machine,
As Sunday Times editor
Ken--Owen points out:

been steadily weakened by

its follies, by international

pressure, local

by

resistance, and ultimately
of

by the process
negotiation, to the point

where it is now too weak

too fight. It is, as the mere
threat of Cosatu to strike
has lately shown, too weak
even to resist minor pres-

| sures.” (14/11/93).

Freedom
_Alliance . .

The FA is a marriage of
inconvenience between

Afrikaner racists and black
tribalists. It cannot survive -

for long. They are united

only in their hatred for the |
"ANC and democracy.

* Buthelezi in- particular
has been weakened. He is
faced with two alternative
paths to ruin. If he
continues to oppose the

elections he will be totally

- reactionary -

isolated. If he parhcxpates

his lack of support will be_
| thoroughly exposed.

Despite their present
weaknesses the forces of

reaction will continue to
-place obstacles in.the way

of the working class. The
ANC should demand that
the TEC dissolve these

immediately and mobilise
mass -action in those

bantustans which: refuse to .
“allow free political act1v1ty' 17
‘before the elections, -

We must take advantage
of our growing power to

- grind homeland leaders and

the right wing into dust. The
ANC and Cosatu have the
power to mobilise m1lllons

3 for thlS

Election .

campalgn

leadership to negotiate
without much intervention.

" This is changing now.

Already there is a sense

. that power is shifting away

from the white minority.
With the elections only five
months away, there is the
beginning of a change in
mass psychology. With the

. end of white minority rule
“The white oligarchy has |

in sight new members are
flooding into the ANC'to
ensure a massive majority

in the elections. ,
The first step towards the
fulfilment ~of their

asplratrons ‘is to win a
massive majority for -the
ANC. We must organise a
far reaching voter education
campaign to realise this, -
The campaign. must
however not be confined to
this. . The bosses and the

regime have not suspended
their war against the masses |

in the workplace and ‘the
townships. , .
Retrenchments, attacks
on wages, inflation,
evictions for rent arrears,
jailings for electricity debts,
violence — all of these
contirue in the Tun-up to the
election. -
Struggling - on- these
issues should remain a
central part’ of mobilising
for the elections. Every

"victory, no matter how

small, will give confidence

. People’s
provide an-excellent.
_ opportunity ‘to gather’,
demands:and draw up an- | :
. ‘election manifesto, They

“structures

- Forthe past fourywrs the ',' |
masses have allowed the -

PWV’s

to the workmg masses,

- strengthening the power
| behind the ANC once itis

in government.

-People’s
Forums

" Forums

are a public demoristra-

- tion that the transforma-
“-tion of society enjoys
“overwhelming support.

People’s demands must-

be reflected in the
Reconstruction  and
Development Pro-

gramme and form the key .
components- of the ANC:'

electlon mamfesto

Ecommv B

"The weak capitalist
economy of SA will
make it impossible to

address the needs of the’
people. Under  these |

conditions the pressure of
the. masses for lasting

’ improvements could
force the ANCleadership -

to the left. The constitu-

‘ tional restrictions are

intended to prevent this.
. Under pressure of the

‘bosses. at home and
_internationally,
-leadership has sacrificed

the

the most important
demand of the Freedom
Charter — for the transfer
of the wealth”of the

monopolies to the people. .
‘This is a serious mistake,

It means agreeing in
advanceto leave intact the

- economic dictatorship of
- the capitalist class.

Yet support . for
nationalisation remains
strong ‘among the black
majority. This was
reflected in the ANC
regional
conference s adoption of

a resolution reconfirming

support for - the
nationalisation clause in

‘the Freedom Charter.

ANC majority

* The bosses will attempt

to use-the constitutional |- --
restrictions to resist the |

peoples demands Thxs

. will draw. attentlo_n to |
undemocratic
" nature, compelling- “the:

their -

working class to struggle-

- against them. If constitu-

tional means fail, in the
end the ruling class will
fall back on: their control

~of the armed forces to try
-and defeat the challenge

of the working class. *
*\With every* possrble

; const1tut10na1 trick in

place, the ruling class,
conscious of their weak-
ening position, are
hoping for the best — a
slim ANC majority.
Nelson.  Mandela
correctly warned the 1993
PWYV -ANC -regional
conference that there is no

-room for-complacency.

We are: bemg bom-._

. barded “with ‘predictions
ofabig ANC victory. The |}
nger ig thistould make {§--

us complacent, waiting

over confidently for an || -

ANC majority.

- A crushing majority for

the ANC would make it
impossible for the next
government to justify
denying the working
class majority the nght to
thoroughly reorganise so-
ciety. It will weaken the
ability of the rightwing
and the bosses to frustrate,
attempts to -implement

the demands of the ‘

people ‘ .

Those powers which
the ANC do have should
be used to the full to
achieve this. At the same
time there will have tobe
a struggle against

. restrictions on the ANC’s’

power in government.

. The formal. end of

whlte-mmorlty rule
means the form of
capitalist - rule has
changed. This will lay
bare more sharply its
class content. ' Theé
antagonism between the
classes will beginto come
to the fore mthe next pe-
riod. -

~ A massive v1ctory for
the ANC-in the elections

will be an important step

in the struggle to bring |

about a fundamental

- transformation of society -

along socialist lines. - -
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actlve ANC
branches'

_ polls already indicate that the ANC could get at least
- 60% of the votes. But as comrade Mandela warned at
'the’ ANC PWV Reglonal Conference, “to assume
~ victory because of predictions is a fatal delusion ... we

Support for the‘ ANC is growing nationally Opinion |

have to do hard work.”We must aim for an overwhelm- 1

Congress actmsts I

prepare = ourselves | must be
across the country | politically with | education.
are faced with an arguments that will | Resources . for_
| ' enormous task. convince ordinary | effective campalgnmg
‘The Alexandra | people to vote ANC. - | must  be made
* branch secretaryhas | The majority of our | available, . . -
summarised the | people need houses, | -We need pamphlets

'l . challenge: “We are
~ used to work up
strategles ~ and
campalgns against
" repression, but we
- have never been
confronted with
. work of orgamsmg
and campaigmng
for elections. ~
“We have never
voted before and we

* hope that next year"
will be a historic.

* yearinourlives.The | involved in the bulldmg' our employers, the
questlon is how do- of theANC ‘| chiefs © and - the
Cwe make sure. that ] . | reactionary parties. .

‘we ¥ ._Wl,,n : East Rand comrades -|
) convmcmgly Voter S Car ds 'most affected by
violence have been
Strengthen Mllllons Of our marchingwith Soweto
£pe°Ple Cou}d be | ANC branches
The ﬁrst step of | prevented from using participating,
the ~ election | theirright to vote. Our  leadership
campalgn is  to |, We must make sure | shouldbuild on this ex-
_revive i, and | thateverybody has IDs ample of solidarity
*strengthen ourAN | or Voters® Cards. . _nationally. The election
- branches. - A " A nimportant part of | must be our greatest
We i need ' _the electlon campalgn -mass action campaign.

jobs, decent wages,
education and real
pensions.
With
campaigns around
social issues we will
rally millions to vote for
the ANC.

This will also help
win over coloured,and .

Indian people.
~ In this way we can
also inspire thousands

‘more. to -be fully

fighting |

posters, T-shirts, all in -

‘the language of the "__

people. .. .
Money can be raised

'm our own areas
together with appeals

to the regional and the
national office for help.

I:n.t«imid_ation; B

“Intimidation is.a
serious problem from

SR« |
voter

: NoW is the time! Let
-all .comrades of the

youth, ANC, Cosatu,

Civics' and SACP

“mobilise. L
-~ All cong‘ress
structures in every area

now need to unite to

implement election

strategy. .
The outcome of the
election will be a sign

of the strength. of the
working class. -

The ANC victory

must be so* big that it
sends a clear message
to all opponents”of

majority rule. Already
in door to door'

canvassing =~ in

.| Meadowlands, 95% of

people said they will

_vote ANC.

-With -

"But elections ‘are [§
only the first stage. §
the -: ANC
victorious, people |
will find new ways to §
improve their ‘lives ||
and ~struggle for
socialism. - ‘

L. Alfred, .
ANC

" Youth League
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- Ke Nako!

Our most |mportar|t task at the moment
is to prepare for the elections and
‘continue the struggle for genuine
majority rule. All black South Africans
have to be fully informed of the technical
side of voting. How and where to vote. All
relevant material can be used with the
understandin'g that voter education goes
‘hand in hand with political organisation

~and programme.

Operatlon Register

To beable to vote people willneed to have either an
ID document or a Voter’s Card. Six months before
the election millions of people do not have ‘either.
Unless this problem is addressed the ANC could be
robbed of millions of votes.

* InMarch an election workshop was convened by the
' ANC REC in the Western Cape. The purpose was to
train canvassers. Most of the branches were
represented ‘We:were given election manuals where
there were tasks people were supposed to do, i.e street
sheets, community profiles, control sheets.

We started to use the street sheets in our branch in
Khayelitsha. Through our activity we discovered that
about 60% of people did not have IDs. Many are
coming from the rural areas and the township is
growing every month. All the branches who did this
work experienced the same problems. .

We mandated our sub-regional leadersh1p togo and
_negotiate with the REC about this. The REC went to.
 put pressure on the Department of Home: Affairsand |
' persuade thémto send mobile ID registration units to
our township, They agreed and they sent about three
ofthem.  °

Then we moved around using loudhailers to call on
_people who don’t have IDsto go and make them. They

~were asked to bring two photos with them and no
money was asked to be paid. It took three weeks. Now
the majority have got IDs. I think we covered about
40%.of people without IDs, but we cannot relax.

Forward with Operation Register!

By Zola Zonde, "
" ANCYL, Macassar

Bellville ANC branch has held a works_hop to plan
strategy for our election campaign. Our recent
experience is that there is a growing number of
undecided coloured voters. The NP cannot now take
coloured support for granted. The ANC must boldly
take advantage of this opportunity to build African-
coloured unity. We can prevent the NP gaining control
over the Western Cape region with our votes.

Q Commlttee for an ANC Vlctory

Bellville branch has established a “Committee foran
ANC victory”. The committee will have school factory
and street representation.

Shopstewards of Samwu and Sactwu are involved.

" Fhes#&; rades have the responsibility fortaking this
campaign

o:other Cosatu affliates in the neighbouring
industrial area. The committee will meet every second
week to have reports of work and assess diﬂ‘iculties
encountered.

The students wanted to campaign for votes at

schools, and play an energetic role in the communities :

in winning support for the ANC.

At house meetings we have already organised to-

publicise the campaign, residents wanted to know what
the ANC was going to do about their problems: high
rents, evictions and the shortage of housing.

Already, we have set up the Bellville Commuters and
Taxi Association to protest against the fuel price
increase.

We are going to assnst workers and students to
practise elections as widely as possible. This will make

“ people familiar with voting. Most of all, we will study the

results and work out a programme of action to
increase the vote for the ANC. ,

In the community, we are setting up ANC
information booths. We are planning a very high media

profile for the campaign with regular posters,
_pamphilets, stickers, T-shirts, and buttons.

® Challenge the NP to debates

We are challenging the NP, DP and KP to debate
with us regarding their programme after the elections.
The success of this campaign and the building of a

“strong ANC branch depends as much on our ability to |

fund-raise. On stréet corners, our stalls are raising R30

a time. We sell beer, vetkoek, curry bunnies. We are |
"going to step this up. We are going to ask local busi-
nesses to make monthly donations of R40 per head to |
our election fund. We have election money boxes at -

house and workplace meetings and going door to door
we ask for a donation.
All the time, we ask our voters to join the ANC and

‘help the campaign.

Bellville has a long tradition of organisation and

support for Congress. In the tricameral elections, the T

Labour Party never got more than 4%.

Coloured people have the same miserable lives as
Africans and Indians. We are confident that this
election campaign can unite all working people against
the NP and the bosses. '

By Josie Abrahams = -

Produce shows

X Many service organisations have been produ

shops for the community. This information is clea:

Find out what is availabl

X Shows like “Rapping for Democracy” by the J
be performed in almost any venue at requ

| X Our own local ANC media and pamphlets mu
the black masses. People will vote for the ANC to |
citizens. Our pamphlets should point out how the A

X Contact Matla Trust at: 54 Sauer Str

Implement a socialist reconstrug




What kind of
government will
we be voting for?

The first one-person-one-vote elections will take place
4 under agreements already reached between the ANC,
the NP and other parties at the World Trade Centre
negotiations.

‘National Assembly

The tricameral parhament will be replaced by a National

" Assembly of 400 delegates. 200 will: be_elected fmm a

and pamphlets

:cing voter education material and running work-
r and simple and much of it in African languages. -
¢, read and distrubute it.

Prophets of the City and plays by Matla Trust can
1est. Voter preparation has to be exciting.

ist express the social and political expectations of
get houses, jobs;, and equal rights as South African
INC in gover_nment could bring about real change.

eet, Johannesburg. Tel. (011) 836 8061.

ition programme after elections

national list and 200 from regional lists.

The number of seats a party gains will depend on the
number of votes they win: 60% of'the national vote will' glve
the ANC 120 national delegates.

Then the nine regions will have the other 200 seats
distributed amongthem The percentage ofthe vote the ANC
wins in each region will determine how many reglonal
delegates we will have,

Coalition government

Even though the ANC will be the majority party in the
National Assembly there will be a compulsory coalition
government of all main parties which will run South Africa.

Every party winning over 5% of the vote will get cabmet
representation.,

In" addition to the President (almost certainly Nelson
Mandela) there will be two deputy presidents, at least one of
which will come from a defeated party. It is most likely that
De Klerk will be one of the deputy presidents.

Constitution Making Body

The National Assembly will governthe country. But it will

 also operateas a constitution making body (CMB). But the
.CMB will not have unrestricted power to write the

constitution in accordance with the wishes of the majority.
There are 43 constitutional ‘principles’ which have been
agreed already. These prmcxples are like laws that determine

what may be written in the ‘new’ constitution. They are

intended to protect the interests of the ruling class against the
demands of the majority.

Until 1999 the Interim Constltutlon written by
negotiators will operate. Then a two-thirds majority of
delegates in the National Assembly will have to agree on a
new constitution. Failing this, a referendum will be held. If

| lessthan60% support the constitution in the referendum new
| elections will be held and only a simple majority of the new

National Assembly is needed to pass the constitution.

Co-nstitutional Court

Very important powers have been given to a4 sp'e"ciel X

CONGRESS MILITANT 5

“constitutional court”. Although it will have a few black
judges, this unelected group of people will have soverelgn
power to decide on constitutionial questions. Its job is to
ensure that the government abides by the constitutional
principles that have been agreed.

_ Strong provincial governments

Federalism has been entrenched in the interim
constitution. In addition to the National Assembly there
will be nine Provincial governments.

Each provmce will have its own assembly and be
governed by a prime minister and a provincial executive.
They will also be able to draw up their own constitutions.

They have been given extensive powers over education,
health, housing and agriculture. They will also have
control over the police. In- some fields a region can
override the power of the central govemment

In the Interim Constitution and other agreements

- made at the World Trade Centre many obstacles have

been created to prevent: majority rule. After the
election peopie will have to struggle against these
undemocratic restrictions. The struggle for majority
rule and'a democratic socialist constitution will goon.
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Cape campalgn' |

Bellville ANC branch has held a workshop to ‘plan
strategy for our election campaign. Our recent
experience is that there ‘is a growing number of
undecided coloured voters. The NP cannot now take
coloured support for granted. The ANC must boldly

| take advantage of this opportunity to build African-

coloured unity. We can prevent the NP gaining control
over the Western Cape region with our votes. .

. Commuttee for an ANC V|ctory

Bellville branch has established a “Committee for an

- ANCvictory” ‘The commiittee will have school, factory
" and street repr entation
#;Shopstewsrds 6f Samwu and. Sactwu are Involved. -

These comrades have the responsibility for taking this
campaign to other Cosatu affliates in the neighbouring
industrial area. The committee will meet every second
week to have reports of work and assess difﬁculties
encountered.”

. The students wanted to campaign for votes at

schools, and play an energetic role in the communities -

in winning support for the ANC.

At house meetings we have already organised to

publicisé the campaign, residents wanted to know what
the ANC was going to do about their problems: high

| rents, evictions and the shortage of housing.

Already, we have set up the Bellville Commuters and
Taxi Assoclatlon to protest against the fuel price
increase.

We are golng to assist workers and students to
practise elections as widely as possible. This will make
peoplefamlllar with voting. Most of all, we will study the

increase the vote for the ANC.
In the ‘éommunity, we are setting up ANC

Produce shows and pamphlets
X Many service organisations have been producing voter education material and running work-

Find out what is available, read and distrubute it.

X Shows like “Rapping for Democracy’ > by the Prophets of the City and plays by Matla Trust can
be performed in almost any venue at request. Voter preparation has to be exciting.

X Our own local ANC media and pamphlets must express the social and political expectations of
the black masses. People will vote for the ANC to get houses, jobs, and equal rights as South African
citizens. Our pamphlets should point out how the AN C in government could bring about real change.

X Contact Matla Trust at: 54 Sauer Stleet Johannesburg Tel (011) 836 8061

4 under agreements already reached between the A

shops for the community. This information is clear and simple and much of it in African languages. -

What kmd of
' government w1
we be voting foj

The first one-person-one-vote elections will take i

the NP and other parties at the World Trade C
negotiations. i

‘National Assembly

The tricameral parliament will be replaced by a Nai
Assembly of 400 delegates. 200 will be elected
national list and 200 from regional lists, . /&'

The number of seats a party gains will depend of
number of votes they win: 60% of the national vote wﬂ.
the ANC 120 national delegates. :

Then the nine regions will have the other 200
distributed among them. The percentage ofthe vote the 2
wins in each region will determine how many regj
delegates we will have. - 4

National Assembly there will be a compulsory coal
government ofall main parties which will run South. A

Every party winning ovér 5% of the vote will get cal
representation, ) 4

In addition to the Presndent (almost certainly N
Mandela) there will be two deputy presidents, at least gf
which will come from a defeated partv It is most likeld
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‘Thulani Ncwane, an ANC member from Natal,
who has stood against Inkatha for many years
explalns that- “Ukukhuluma isiZulu akuchazi

" ubulugu be-Nkatha.”

Eighty thousand Zulu people attended the ANC Sonke rally in

Durban. Can Buthelezi still claim that Zulus are represented by | &
Inkatha? Even the children of the king could not miss the day.

Ordinary Zulu people have shown us where their allegiance is.

Buthelezi has managed
to transform Transvaal

. J from aplace of worktoa |
§ killing field. He has used

conservative . adults
against youth, Zulus. in
the hostels against those
in the . townships,
brothers against brothers,
and sisters against sisters.
He claims that Inkatha
is a Zulu organisation.
This is atotal lie. Lookat
‘what Inkatha has done i in '
Natal. S :
- We the Zulus in Natal
disagreed with Inkatha’s

... politics. We wanted |
i JJ*Congress. ' We were the- | |

ﬁ_rst to b'e killeCL

Thugs

In 1983 Inkatha thugs
slaughtered students " at
the
Zululand simply because
they did not toe the line.~
i Then Msizi Dube was
brutally killed by them.

University = of

Thereafter many comrades

and trade unionists fol—

fowed.

In 1985 Indians were -

driven out of Inanda, walls
were written “Usuthu”, not

“VivaUDF”. UDF wanted

to unite the oppressed,
Gatsha wanted disunity,
tribalism and confusion.

Throughout 1986

Inkatha was slaughtering

students, youth and

‘ordinary Zulu working

people in Natal. This so-
called Zulu organisation

. was -at war with the very
same Zulus it clauned to.

referred to,.as a Natal

vrolence that is before it

spread to Transvaal. .
By 'the time the ANC

“was unbanned Natal was

Congress. ‘Gatsha's new
strategy was to incite Zulu

migrant workers on the'

Reef. -

-~ For the last three years

Inkatha has been a national

. The ' v1ol.ence was'

problem  for our
movement. :
It is very dlstur’omg then

to hear reports that in
Transvaal,
comrades. who see all
Zulus as a problem. All

Zulus are Inkatha as far as:

they are concerned. They
aré hunting down any

Zulu-speaking person.
"~ We have no problem -

withyou ﬁghtmg todefend

-the communities' against

the IFP hostel dwellers.

" But not every Zulu is IFP.

I want to call all those

_comrades who think that
'} all Zulus are IFP to-order. -
" Slogans like “kill Zulus™ |~

that are written on the
walls in Transvaal must be
washed away as soon as
possible. -

. Lest you forget, let me

remind you that Zulu

‘people have a proud .

history of struggle. King
Cetshwayo ka DiniZulu

fought fearlessly against .
the English colonialists in-

there " are

.Allies of Inka_tlta, but certainly notﬁiends of tha mass of Zulu speakin;gbeople |

the Battle of Isandiwana.
He was amongst the
earliest Robben Island
prisoners.

Bhambatha Ka
Mancinza fought the
English onpoll tax to death
rather than submitting to
their "oppression. Baba

Seme founded. the Inanda .
“ANC..

Ilanga, the first
independent: black
newspaper was edited by
John Mafukuzela
Langalibalele Dube. He
was also the first president
of the ANC. He strongly
encouraged unity among

. Africans. -

There were also Zulus
among the earliest African
eommunists, abo-Josiah

Gumede,” Moses Mabida,
and many others. *

. It was the Zulu working
class that spearheaded the
revival of today’s
militancy. Remember
things were quiet- before

the 1973 Durbanstrikes. a2k

Reactlonarles

Itis true that Zulus have
produced reactionary
opportunists like Gatsha

. Mangosuthu Buthelezi as

well. Therefore we have a
special task to bnng him
down. And this is what we
have been doing.

This is not a tribal war

between Zulus on one

hand and Xhosa and

everybody else on-the
other. Anybody that
believes that is wrong.
Why would the Zulus.
fight Inkatha in Natal
then? It is a war between

the reactionaries andthe |
revolutlonanes e B

Inkatha is led by thé
Zulu middle class that
dreams and aims to rule
over the* Zulu: working
people in Natal.

It is a mistake to try
and find common
ground with the IFP.
They are opposed to

“everything progressive:

that is demanded by the
masses. The election

- will give Zulu people

the chance “to: throw
Inkatha into history.

Facts from election frontline...

1. An ANC canvassing blitz in Soshanguve covered 8 031
people. 7 622 of these said they would vote ANC.

2. The ANC PWV region grew by 60% in 1993. The region

is recruiting 900 new members a week, including 10 whites
a day.

3. Violence is intended to weaken the ANC. But in the PWV
amongst the 5 fastest growing branches are the four
townships worst affected by the violence: Katlehong;
Sebokeng; Tembisa and Evaton.

Three weeks Jater the NP organised a mass
meeting, It seemed as if nobody had told them
about the successful ANC meeting.

They did no campaign work, and with Jack

Rabie, Minister of something or the other, as
their drawcard things were bound to tum out
. badly: With tunes like “Daar kom die Alibama

I was not at all 'surprised that thesé windbags

.| knew nothing about-the area and its problems.
Their 'srmpllstlc smart-ass answers on
important issues-like housing, health and
unemployment did not endear them in the hearts
of their tiny audience (only 60 people, mcludmg
20 from'the ANC!) - '
The ANC won the high ground when Rabie
Tost his cool under questions from the floor and:
promised in.a most threatening tone that the NP

would deal with us (the ANC) after elections.

‘Does this sound like a party that coloured
‘people need — absolutely not. Like all other

freedom lovmg South Afficans we want peace
“and prosperrty for all,

By Genevieve Kleser

An the run up to -elections I have been-|.
- annoyed when people say with confidence
and a hint of venom that coloured people
will vote for the NP. They say coloureds
still side with whités. Some even say that

they fear being “swamped” by blacks.

In Newclare and Westbury-(an ex-Labour
Party stronghold in Johannesburg) these
feelings are often expressed. . .

At the beginning of October we started
organising for an ANC mass meeting.
Posters went up. House meetings were held.
" Door to door campaigning was initiated.
"The response of the community was
. positive. But as the event drew nearer all the
“old doubts returned. But on the night the
sceptics bit their tongues as hundreds and
hundreds of people streamed into the hall.
|+ The crowd of over 1000 was inspiring.
“Never before had this area seen such a
- political gathering, It was as though for the
S . [ firsttime the message ofpeace, freedom and
: . §-democracy was reaching the people of
: : Westbury and Newclare. :

4. In towns like Rustenburg, close to Bophutatswana, 800
people a day are registering for South African ID documents
in defiance of Mangope.

5. Until a few months ago it appeared that the NP had
significant support amongst coloureds. 51% said they
would vote NP in the elections. But according to recent polls
57% of coloureds now say they do not know who they will
vote for.

Don’t relax. Organise!
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Cosatu’s call for a General Strike
to.oppose the inclusion in the Bill .
of Rights of a clause giving bosses -
the. nght to lock-out was totally

correct.

- 20 000workers marched .
onthe World Trade Centre . . .
to show their anger at this - IR

attack on their rights.

- The bosses’ - argument s
that the right to lock-out -~

workers is fair isnonsense.
Unfortunately this idea
was. originally supported
. by the. ANC, SACP and
‘even some Cosatu leaders.

" As the. owners of the =

‘means of production the
bosses have the ‘right’ to
exploit workers. Under
capitalism they have the
‘right’ to pay starvation
wages," retrench hundreds
of thousands and victimise
trade unionists.

The bosses” “rights™ are
now being “entrenched in
the interim constitution,
with the guarantee of the
right to private property.

“ Asacompromise Cosatu
and the ANC agreed that
the right to lock-out will be
restricted to collective

bargaining issues. But the -
same restriction will apply

" “to the right to strike. ..

Unfortunately this not-
only limits workers’ rights
to strike but still concedes

urder and death

have sparked a strike by
about 700 workers at
Prince Mshiyeni Hospital

in Durban. This follows a |

week-long - strike in
October against
management corruption.

The. IFP came in to
support management. One
_ worker was killed and IFP
supporters threatened to

- ' Kkill the Nehawu organiser,

Obed Zuma. _

Fearing for their lives the
workers’
resigned and management
went on the offensive.
They reinstated corrupt
staff members and at the
end of October only half of
the workforce recelved
salaries. *

Workers had. enough ‘

OnNovember 1 there wasa
. spontaneous walk-out.
Management then
employed armed scab
labour. But they ‘could not
do the job properly and pa-

tients had to' be moved to| :

other hospltals

¢ The  new workers’

committee offered to
organise a skeleton staff to
attend - to- -the - ill, but

- committee

the right to lock-out to the
bosses. .

This will strengthen the
bosses’ resolve to attack
workers’ rights further in
future, For example, they
are already talking of the
need for wage restraint
after elections.

-"Weapon ‘

Striking -is our main
weapon of defence against
exploitation. Workers

win this right. It is right for
itto beincluded in the Bill
ofR1ghts w1thout qualifi-
cations.

The bosses are trying to
use the negotiations to roll

management ignored this.
They are still refusing to

| negotiate . “*We appeal for

‘support to: stop manage-
ment and the IFP from
smashing our union.

Interview with Nehawu
. members, Durban

Qur strike started on

our demand for a living

wage. We demanded R200

a week. We now earn
R120.

| - When the strike started

the store. The community
gave us good support.
‘When management saw
- this they called the ISU to
arrest us. They even sent
spies to our meetings.
‘Game has opened 5 stores

“made from us, but they
refused to give us an R80
increase. We went on
strike because we are not
‘prepared to work like this.
Game workers,

Alberton

fought for many years to:

October 13 in support of

we called for a boycott of

" in Botswana with profits

back . gams made. by
Cosatu in the 1980’s, as
they tried to- do with the
Labour Relations Act.

Cosatu’s power -

The government, bosses
and the ‘liberal press
accused Cosatu of being
spoilers for protesting the
lock-out clause. They fear
the involvement of
organised workers in

politics. But Cosatu’s |

action was a timely
warning that workers will
fight to defend - and
advance — their rights. -
Even though the Cosatu
leadership retreated from

earn between R400 and
R700 after deductions at
one of the biggest
companies in the country.
White workers earmn up to
R700 more than Coloured
workers for the same job.

- Hostels which were
previously for whites only
were opened for all three
years ago. But then they
put up the costs and now it

"cannot be afforded by the

majority of Coloured

‘workers. stcnmmatlon

lives on!

.~ In the last year some of
us decided to build the
union to fight for better
conditions. We have
recruited more than 100
workers to .Saccawu. We
are confident that many
more will join us because
withastrong union we will
be -able to voice our
grievances as a united
force. - :
Organise or starve'

: Sanlam workers,
" Cape Town

At Telecommunication
| Manufacturers of South
Discrimination is still
_$trong at Sanlam. Itisabig -
shame that workers still

Afiica in Springs Numsa

‘has_about 600 workers.

But there are six unions

*the

about

General
workers should not end the
struggle to defend their
rights. Mobilisation must
continue.
Thebossesandthenght-
wing ‘are attempting to

frustrate plans to bring
fundamental -
changes in the ‘country. -

Cosatu has the power to
mobilise millions behind
the ANC’s banner to break
through these obstacles.

- The most effective way
Cosatu. can support the

'ANC in the election is to

continue . campaigning for
jobs, houses, decent
education and a National
Minimum Wage. The
ANC government, in turn,
must remove any

- guarantees to the bosses.

~'which keeps our strength

divided. Uwusa is banned.
We do not want klllmgs as
at Scaw-metal,
Retrenchments hasbeen
a big problem here. 200

lost their jobs in-1989. But

Numsa was able to prevent
all retrenchments in 1990

. by going on strike. Last-

year a moratorium on
retrenchments was agreed.

But management has
found a way to bypass this.
They opened a new

- department where card-

telephones are manufac-
tured. They recruited 250
workers on a contract

basis. Many of these were

scabs brought. in during

our strike. Now 200 will

lose their jobs. -
Some joined Numsa to

.defend their jobs. We

demanded that ex-Tmsa
workers,  who were
retrenched, should get

‘these jobs. We' are still

fighting for this.

Whites want to join but
are scared to lose their
jobs. They say we should
just sit down and discuss

with management. Are

they blind? It is because we

.do not just talk that we are
-able to win b_eneﬁts.

- TMSA shopsteward

Strike,

No special

i | power for chiefs

Dear comrades ‘ ‘
. Tattended a mass meeting
in.Venda on 17 October
called by the civicsto discuss

the interim constitution. I |

must .say our leaders at
Kempton Park are lagging
behind the people.

The people questioned the.
1ole of chiefs in government.

- They said it was not good for

the ANC to agree that chiefs
should have.a place in
parliament at national or
regional level.

Whowas going to electthe
chiefs there? The people
would not elect them. Would
the chiefs elect themselves to
these bodies. People felt the:
chiefs should stay at home,
in their “royal houses”, to be

available for consultation 24. |

hours a day, and to address
the needs of the people.
People said that Bantustan
chiefs were used as conveyor
belts .for the regime. They
became corrupt. The people
are afraid this will happen

Cosatu has called for

" action to oppose guarantee-
“ing jobs for the ‘old civil

—servaits. People in“the™
bantustans support this. I
agree with Lenin that all
state officials should be paid
no more than workers, and
be elected and subject to
recall at all times. -

Yours comradély

Sam Maputle

Petrol price rise
leads to conflict

Comrades,
The petrol price increase

.was another attack on the |

‘working class. We must pay
" the price of greedy bosses
for more profit.

The taxi drivers showed
t(tezr Jeelings against the
increase by blocking the
~main entrances to the city in

.Cape Town. The important
- part of this action was the

fact that African and
Coloured workers were
united. Of course there were
loopholes in their actions
like swearing workers who
drove to work.

But there are serious con-
sequences. following this
problem, which I think ought
to be condemned. The killing

of the Golden Arrows bus

driver in Khayelitsha
concerns me. I have seen taxi
drivers chasing bus drivers
out of the township and
making physical threats:

- I am a student at St.
Francis evening classes and
cannot afford to take the taxi

“every night to Khayelitsha.

Students get a bus subsidy
and canonly get home by this
means of transport.

Taxi drivers should realise
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that the bus drivers are their
Jellow ‘workers. They must
rather unite in action for a
better transport service for

 all the people.

 Sizwe Nonjila
Hmyehtsha

'Gay and Lesblan
Pride March

Comrades
The fourth gay and
lesbian pride march took
place on October 9 in
Johannesburg. The march
was supported by hun-
dreds of people of all races
and sexes, who partici-
pated actively at will, de-
- spite some sporadic distur-
bances from Christians
who still maintain a belief
that homosexuality is an
ungodly activity that has to
‘be banned, without recog-
nition of human rights.
' The keynote address was
delivered by Zinzi

Mandela. who is not a
lesbian, but remains sup-

portive of their cause. She
said every person has a
right as well as freedom, to
make choice,
Homosexuals do- exist

permission from anybody
‘to exist. No person should
try to isolate or deny their
will.  That won’t be
democratic.

They continue to suffer
‘like all the oppressed and
exploited. They should be
supported in their struggle
for total emancipation.

Viva non-homophobia!

| Mafika Mathata,

Alexandra,

Students on

. the move

One of the main stmggles .
this.year was by the students
against exam fees. The
government tried to ignore
the issue but through our
mobilisation nationally we

- forced them to respond and
suspend the fees.

_The gquestion now is
whether they are going to
resume the exam fees. We'll
strengthen our student
structures to fight this.

Inmy school we organised
the PISA to campaign for
the renovation of the school.
We marched to the DET
offices and as a result the
government agreed to
renovate. :

The szferent student
organisations should unite
to fight for better education.
Our big march this year

with umty
Thabo Moekem, :

Cosas and SRC member,
Dobsonwllg Soweto

“-amd-they shouldn’t-ask—————- -

proves whatcanbe achzeved .
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This year Katlehong, Tokoza and
Vosloorus have experienced violenceona
massive scale. Since October 1992 more
than | 500 people have been killed,
thousands have had to flee from their

. homes, and sections have been declared :
no-go areas. More than a million people
live in constant fear of violence and death.

The violence started in 1990 when
Inkatha took over the hostels and then .
launched violent attacks on the
community. Residents fought back and
forced Inkatha to retreat. Butin 1993 De

Klerk’s Internal Stability Unit moved in -

supposedly to bring peace, but in reality to

support Inkatha.

On November 10th the ANC organised a mass march to the World Trade Centre to

demand that the ISU be removed from the townships.: Congress Militant reports the

stories of some of the demonstrators.

-Miriam: The ISU are |
hifacking youth - even from
school. When parents
retaliate they kill and ha-
rass us. i
. Others are involved in
raping women. They enter
our houses without consul-
tation, especially in Everest.
They destroy everything, |
even children’s bicycles.
They swear through

“loudhailers and write
-“AWB” on walls.

Last Saturday a casspir
overturned because the
driver was drunk. They were
with two white women. Then
they started shooting.

This week we buried one

- comrade called Mfuthi. He
was shot by the ISU. After

killing. -~ © . _
Meshack: They allow
Inkatha to attack us. Why
isit that Inkatha can move
5 kms from the hostel? But
when we fight back, the
ISU comes behind and we
get killed in the crossfire.
If there is to be peace

ished. These hostels are

families they must go else-
where. Many are not
workers.

The IFP use the hostels
as their base. They train
inside, then come out and
shoot us. Many people lost
their houses. Police and

they shot him they took the | SADF don’tprotect them,
bullet out of his head, | they onlyhelp them to get
because they didn’t want to | out. .

Inkatha and the ISU — two sides of the same bloody coin

leave the evidence of their

the hostels must be demol-

for bachelors. If people |
want to live without their

- AWB. She told me “I hate

in factories. i
We want to be together,
not against a person be-
cause of their colour. But
-the ISU kill us just because
we’re ANC. We’re calling

+" Sipho: The ISU wants'to |
interrupt the elections. The
ANC says all parties must.
be free. We agree with this. |-
Inkatha can be here, but
they mustn’t kill people. I

can convince apersonto be | for justice.

a member of the ANC, but ]

not with a firearm. Alfred: Many comrades
The ISU wants people to{ have been arrested and

be afraid. They are killing

‘the ANC’s voters. Our
people are in a hurry for
democracy. The ISU wants
to stop that.’

tortured. Some SDU
members get taken to the
hostel by the ISU. They ask
the IFP if they want us.

We want black soldiers
to patrol. They are more
disciplined. We are sick of
whites in the ISU. Since
they came here the violence
is worse even than the time
of apartheid.

MK and. Popcru should
be in charge of policing.
We ‘'want community
policing.

" Thobile: We don’t want
to fight with white people.
But racists must be stopped.
I worked for a hairdresser
in Alberton. My boss was

blacks.” That’s why I left
that job. Some business-
men areprotecting Inkatha

The ANC must campaign in defence of our lives - by 8. Kiumalo

I'would like to Iet you know what is going on in Katlehong.
We are having a fight between residents and the IFP hostel
dwellers. This has claimed many lives. People staying next

_ tothe hostel have moved away. Hostel dwellers now occupy
their houses.

The fight has also gone into the taxis. Last week people
were shot by Inkatha taxi drivers waiting under a bridge
between Wadeville and Katlehong. That meant that the non-
Inkatha taxi drivers had to stop ranking and sit down.

Butourbiggest problem is the Internal Stability Unit. When [

we summarise this war the cause is the Stability because they.
stand with the IFP, If there is something wrong they don’t
‘come. They will just roam around, and then after many people
have died they appear when there’s no need for them.

They are destroying many things, many things, many things.
People who patrol at night say they have heard them say that
they will not leave the location without killing the residents.

A woman who works at the ISU base was told by them
“When we go to the elections a lot of blacks must be dead.
Black on black violence is just a waste of time. The big boys
(ISU) are coming to.the location and then you'll see
something.” They say there’s still a big war coming.

Recently in Monaheng section the youth were attacked by

‘the Stability. They did not knock. They just bash the door, get
inside and pick up any boy living there. Fortunately they got
only 12 boys because they were disturbed by shooting which
made them afraid.

- The comrades went with lawyers to the leader of the ISU in
Katlehong and asked him to release the boys. He agreed. But
he says to them that from Skhosana section up to Shongweni
section the area is too silent. There is no violence. Therefore
he is going to take the Inkatha people and come and deliver it
to these sections so that they can hear what is violence. He -

. said this in front of the human rights lawyer!

. ’ .
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