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inQobo 
YA BASEBENZI 

T .... mu ,d~", ... t nt m)' , 1,lkr In 
tM oll/,hl on tM ANC In M.p .. to .. 
an . tt ack on . U t .......... ho ","U~ 
for liberation In SoIIthern Africa. 
Thi. a&,l;rftOlon .on hand In ha .... 
" I.h 1"-' 'I~pina .. p of SADf ,.ids 
on AnK"" . nd t'" ,einfo,"", 
milil al') OfNp. 11ot! af N. mlbi • • 

y,.. behind I'" n,.po"" of the 
a, ,,,,,,, re<I lnK'h . nd .... Iimplr n 
.. ·h;"h ,pt'" 0 0 1 Ih~ir unif ......... 
Ih"a' , ,land •• ,ullnl cia» "'i,h ill 
ba~k tu the ... 11 . 
Th ,u l~ nrd bI .h, m . .... on all 

• hl..". Jetlnlt Ih' . to ,m do .. d. of 
,~ .... Iu!lon 1t.lh"lnJl, on Ih, ho,iion. 
..... So, ... h Af,k .n c-aplt.lI.b Krow 
""'~ d;'ldrd .nd d.,. ...... It. Fa<"td 
"it h IM rHk ", d".ndinK So",M.n 
Af,l('. 'u, .,., pl •• lll.m . ..... "'rakenrd 
. parl ... 1d rral- 1 . .. ftl:hH out In 
b • • b.rk ad' ffl l"rtII . b ..... d . 

, '". ltnt. arlon. rhr .,.,pll . n,t dao.t 
in .')oMlI h A',k .. , .htllt.lna .. nde, lhe 
IImb"lI. of Im""'-;a ll, m , h .. t.k,n 
. 11 S .... lhr. n M,k ••• 11$ God·ai",." 
h." ", . "I . 

In ,h, ...., ... 11.,. ...... ~h fo, plunder 
and p ... n l.. Ihr SA monopolies 
(bo .. nd .. p .. ith .he Writ •• n 
mOli"pulln l h • • ·• Ip,ud Ih,l. Itnla· 
d n a. f. r an.ld • • 7 .. mbl. , M. l ... ·I. 
T.n" nl •• lid 7 .. 1". Th. o~..., 
.... I' h of lhe OPflh'helmrn has 
br<rn ' LK'ked lrom l he t hr.p I. bour 
of mill i ..... of "Ofk.-n M''- lbot 
sub~lI .... n', 110" m. n, .'III.tes do 
no! kno .. Jo'b ..... ! 

T hr .. '''kr n · I . ....... ha. m" lhe 
WII .. ·. I.-n' . nd • po ... ,.......... of 
Ind ... I.,. 8 .. 1, In lhe p, ........ , lhe 
.,., pi •• liot _, .t , m h •• lnnk ..... po"'" 
" and h",d. hlp on tltt m.iMS no! 
IInll In s",ulh A" I<-. but In • doun 
... ,,,,undlo'a ...... nl' lt,;. _ 

Thi, ..... IM u"" . orn durlna tht 
,,·orld . .. lde upl •• 1I.1 boom. Toda" 
.. ·lt h .. ",Id ea pll . n, m In ",i. i •• tho 
profol 'Jolrm r .n onl,- sun l ... in 

Unite for a 
rn Africa 

Sou',""n Mrln b, ,h,c. 'enln, m ... 
lamhw and cplc~ml .... A Zoomb' ... 
MP d« la.w • ..,..n,l, 11.1.' hi. dl~trkt 
.. ·u .Mum to the " .,.ndhlon. of IIx 
S ....... AI' ''' 

In Ihr ~ 11n« the S«-ond 
World W. r, . ......... u\ft of ,Iw 
" 'ork,n . nd pt ...... b h. ,-, "'". 
.h ..... ·n ('OIonlal ",It In .......... , .f, ... 
...... nl ., of s....IM.n Atrlno . Rill , 
'~.-.pl In !\I'''.mblq .... and 10"1:01., 
rhne- ,'<'I",1n. ....... nn. b.""en .Ix 
ru lt of IIx p<un . _,u •• m. 

y,_ . 1.., In M .. u mblq .... and 
""Kola Ih .. lnlw,ll.""" or .er, 10 .. 
1'.· .. 1f "r produ ~lkln . lhe «Ol'>Omk 
domln.~ "I Sou,h Afriun capi'a_ 
11 .... , and I'" .11...,110 of .Ix South 
M,"'a ... pcl...." ~m. 11I huV obstI.
da. to prOll'""'. 

Onll'M dar".cd"n of tlx pow ... 
of capital" ... In Sowlh Af,ka ItHi' 
can b ...... lhae maim .. -hk h bind 
rhe ... b_nlh","I. openl ... the w.,. 
to ~.I ...,.,1"" .., the peoopM or 
Sola/Mm M.1Mo ",'er 'hel. Ih-.... 

Am •• ~nlt .. tahh Ih,ou!:h lhe 
tk . .. Iop....,,,. of Indu.I')'. lhe So<Ith 
African upltall.1 cl"" ",uld not 

help buI brlnlllnlo bel"a Ih.t fOf« 
"'hkh .. Ill dUI.oy I. _ .he .. orklna 
d ... of Sou.hnn At""'., 

The minK, f.rml , factorln .nd 
doc'kI h" 'e been IC"hooh of ".ruu~ 
in .. 'hleh . nlff • •• IM' .he uploll'n 
haI Ioftn .. ·tlded In.o $I~I .I«ml· 
.... Ion,.nd lP.ead alon •• I ............ 
channtit le lhot 10"'lIIhllK and 
• illalft of lilt "'hok re&Ioa. 

In t • • r, <'OUnl" 01 Soulhern 
,url ... .... .rruu~ lor • heuu lift 
boil. down 10 lhe "'''Ult for 
.. -orb .. ' ... ~ . In .he .irtOI)' of Ihis 
.I,uuk . I"M IIn lhot IOl,nlon to 
r . ·, ., '!ruul, of .h, m"'"- 'JI,.hlll 
.ui.m and n. ll"nal oppru.lon; 
a, . ln" p,n ', "'Y .... JI," .nd ri.lna 
pri ..... ; f", 1. ",1. J"ln, 00"'" , 
rdu~.llo.n . ... 1 ht. lth ; fur . n e .... 10 

tht pili." • • apr . nd mu.dn b, ' .ht 
hi' .... Ihu,o of Iht SII .ulln, d •••. 

A,ai",1 lhot 'I'~ al .• I,at.&,,' of thot 
South AJ.1<-.n boo"" Iht .. ork lna 
proplt .. , s....t .... n M.1nl need m .... 
unit, in ..,l lon ' 0 .n ll... thel. 
<"<HI1 m.... . Imo. W. m.... m.k 
th ..... t h I'" dh l.h·, """"'-la! .......... n 
..phrld h,' im pr.i.l;'m. 

Tht f .... nd. 11on for h .. ildi ... thi5 
..n it, h In I'" net .. · .. ,k of mla •• nt 
labo .. , - t'" .r., .,..ltm .ht elltm, 
h • • ,,~ • • M ' 0 .I, . ........ k'"' 1"Il" hr. 
In " .. mmOn ,~plol •• I1 .. n ... , ..... he 
nallon.ll>ord ... . 

To moblllst ...... for "nh, 11 the 
", • .,.,n.lb111I, of I'" ~adrn of .ht .r.'" union • • nd poIltk.1 o'l(&nisa. 
lion. of ..... m ... n Ih,ouaOOol 
SooJ t .... 'n I\f,k • . To b.lna 11 into 
heina 10 .ht dlrm la k of e,,1)' 
.,.hlot. 

In Soulh At""'. , I'" ~ ...... nd 
1"-' •• nk ·and ,filt u d." of.he ANC 
and SACTU m .... p .. 1 I"-'m ... " ·o in 
lhe 10~''''''1 of Ihl ... 'ork . At "-' I')' 
opporl .. nll , .. , m .... ,.1 ... " 'ilh 0 .. ' 

f. llo"'·;lruUI . .. lhe nted 10 lI"na ' 
.htn I'" p •• ctk.1 bond. "'lIh 
mllit. nl> In mh,r <'Ounl.la. 

11,,, 11 .. IM ,Mod 10 .fratlna Ih. 
So .. th At""'. n u plt.1l11 cl .... 

Aa. I .... mill ••• " eronomk and 
polltl('.1 doml .... 1ot! b, .1It SA ... Ii ... 
1'1 ... , we n,hl 'Of tilt rithl of tbot 
proples of SoIathern Afrkfl 10 
pn .. l ....... If.drtrrml ... d .... . A,alnsl 
lbot Im .... rblbt ... he..- 'Of. ~ ...... 
Po.1on of ~.Ift' .. ndu lbot hHI of 
SoIalh Afrkfl , "e c-an It! .. 0 .. , . im • 
f,d,nllon of So ... hun Af. k .n 
worken' "alft, up","lnl I'" " . 1 
cOmmUnll , of In."". of our 
propl". 

Thl ... "uld •• 1 .... . hUI'"n fo, Ihr 
"'o,klna ma . ... or .u Ar.k. . In 
.. nit, .. lth IM "' IooI~ I nt~'nallonal 
,,·o,klnad ••• , It """Id oprn Ih~ .... y 
' 0 I'" buildln, of . .... I. H.m. 



Borwa ea 
llhuelo 1& bqbaba le poIao bot!", 

I'M ANe k ... MapIIIO ke Ilhuelo &Cl 
botlhe b. b.lw~lf,al ...,oIolllr80 mo 
A(rI'" r a 80 ... 1. PoIao a e 
c.a-I .... le kol<eUe&o J. dlllhue· 
10 bII SADF mo Aaploo. ppele IliN 
,.bll.moN ..... b ... 

M_ Id. aon~ jaana, ne 010. 
,. dikolol tu dllhllllJ. It d1fol .. 
IN be '1 ...... _ elm.,.. ......... bN 
b dlijluUf_. didro .. b .... 
wtUoopIuo .. balI",1 b. ba IIUant bII 
..... bonen,. 

K. 01_t. JI,O IIhOll •• b men'. 
DIu... taol lhe, U 10 boGII IIW'U • 

mallllbll llub". kaolohuao • [pop. 
1110 IoapInJ. ballOn_,,'edJ boo Afrlk. 
Borwa ba. th .. 'xp ... ,oillhoboga. 
Go "reldetaa "'rlk' Borwa bokona· 
'rledl, mmutO 0 0 MtRn. 0 koafrue w. kplhololo 0 Inuunlle le 
ditlron,ana W boMala _ Id_,,'"'o,_ 

K. din,....'.n ...... Idlhopha sa 
bookonaldedl mo Alr\u &onr., 
Iublmedlr. u puto ,11y,," •• '" 
K bere Afrlk. M BorwI,otlbtJ"k
naphG J I Modlmo. 

K. pallo e t M1lho&o JI dll<bu_. 
bondlkhumo ba A'rlb Borw. (b. 
thu .. n. le b. bophlrlm • • m~) ha 
IIfImalrlM 10 nlllul k •• kala j .. lI. 
bmbla. ~1I1."1. Tanunla, le blre. 
Khumo ,. 001", J. bo.Opptnhrlmf' 
• amuho". 100Iwa diltleltll._ me •• fe 
e e .. elwl"'"n. Kpe mo IlkolCJaol\t. 
KI melK t le k.., I I .. IlKl\& 
G.lllln.' 

M .. IIa. bldlrl. dlrill Wk .... len-
nad boono J .... kp. 11 ...-dirdo. 
1\1_ RIO ..... rlll""'lIn. I, mmllso 
.... kplrielo w. AlrI... Borv. 0 

tHtIlK khll ..... HIO le kptrielo _. 
f. !DO b.thlll\& b. AlrI ... Borw., 
• 1\& le mobllbll .. ' bII mlll ... he •• 
RIO tlkolOlon •• 

Gone pile J'1o le ... n.ko l' I. 
boIktaa.peltdJ le bokoaatrltdl bo
coJa mo IelallMIII ... boph.r •. 
Gompleno J ..... bolk.aa.peIecIl jw. 
Ief.uhe bo le mo m.lh.trnC, _mo 
.. maduo _ ... u ... rieI. ,. mo 
AI ...... Borw .... 10 boI· ... batho 

Afrika e e 

t1a1. le malwttal. Mopau._le w. 
Zambia 0 b"lI. mo beaarlnDl ,0"' 
kpolo l' "C"" • boeue .... 
n 11_11 .. nako III IefIn. . 

Mo d ........ n. III IIIOf1lIO .a 
nt ... ,. boIHdl,a Ief.uhe, maltrko 
a ........... • hadlrl le baleml a 
d1r!1e IDtbtuo ,. bokol<l_ ... 
lily 2 ..... RIO "'''Iohl ... AIrI ... 
" t bo..... . Kwanllt ,a "'0 
Mozamb&q .... le Aneola, dlphtn,0 
lilt P dla kpoll kplelelo,. IUrM 
.. madllO. 

G.pe RIOMo .. mblq .... le Alii"" , 
....... J .... _"'0 __ ..... Ilut .. 
dltlro, k.atrlelo y. khlUM J' Atrl ... 
8o .. a, le dltlhutlo t .. mmuso w. 
Atrl ... 80 ... , kt dlkprletJI lie 
d .... oIo I .. lI ... t lt lopele. 

Ftla pbmyo J' bolk .... p.hdl jo 
bo RIO Atrl ... Borwa ... boyone t ... 
"'_ dlk" tH dl ~, kpolo 
I ,. Ielauht, I blllelela balho ba 
AlrI ... I t aorw. tala y ... I,.... le 
'" iaoIa ... llhtIo le pllorklo Y' borw. 

Ktohokanyo J' khllmo ... bwne. 
lopIole l ' madlrtlo. ItfUtopha .. 
balk ..... peIecIl "'0 AIrlk. Bm HI 
.a Rna tpe toW: I. _ CO ... _Io 
e t d",",. '" Ita nfdtl .. , badlrl b. 
Mrl'" e e 80 .... 

Meorpo, dlpolJlll , madlrelo le 
m.emelo • dlk. 1 nl H ele dlkole 
III Ilh.b.neJa kcoloittqo "'0 male-
Iona " k.akalo k .. tlba....... le 
ba.altledl e n ...... Ubwt jaIL'" mal· 
belelo • hocha .. J .... ublpt, mme 
ri>lIt e u ... dtQe .obena dllOiopona 
11 mebamm. mo Ilkotocont. 

Mo Ief.",hena Ie"pr le lenpe la 
AIrI ... t t 80"1 .... ll1k • • bouhelo 
jobo boto'" a Ilweitla 10 balla pllSO 
J' bacllrI . Mo P"'"'fon. J' Malllk • • 
r. lOIenl kanbo J' nuoItrk.. • 
balho k •• tlha.noq le kJetbololo le 
k,llelelo y. _ h.ba, m.b.pl le 
dlllltlo III IIh" .... le dlllhollhwa lie 
dl taho!doetln. I .. lel.lthe, dhlro, 
m'lM; Ihlllo le III hoc.." .. , 10 tla 
..... phtlo J' ,0 Ihllbelw. metJII, 

IOIhllbetu le dlp l iMt till dl dl"lIIJ 
lie ..... &bele • • blrllWtlll • 

odlhoph ... blh,,"I. 
Ka.llhanonl le " 10111 11r. ltlY" 

III bo-bate bI ",abIl1ll, hadlrl ba 
Afrik. I t ho .. a b. tJ!Iwanette 10 
kopan. ba nne le m. lk..,1eIo a le 
m ....... d,l •• R.uh ... anelM 10 !hub. 
melel..-ane e "' e .tt"..-e"l ke plllO 
J' bokololle e e .. nlunl e 
IWlldlb,,-, b ..... ttWl. 

MGlbeo "'10,,1 k~~.2'O'''''''' 
mallobt Ilellll dijohll, ,- toeIa e 
t dJrilwtft& ke ... ",Iba • lhotha 
blben:kl • b. IIodIN: ",el"wane 
lob. dlrl.l ..... k"lt~lo • 

Go klOllu:leIIa balho koplno 
jalLnonl kt tiro JI botlhokw. JI 
baeltledlpele b. mek"",llho JI 
habuekl I1 mlkl. llho l' dlpolollkl 
mo Atrlk. e e Borw. Jotlbe . c;. 
din.I". _.opolo e, b tiro l' 
IDDItlu:llpl ........ ..-e le monpt. 

Mo Atrllu 80"1, -'tledlpel.r ~ 
b.lwtllklolo leu ... b. ANC le 
SAcrV ba IIh .... _ 10 .. ala d .. 
e k..-. tl ..... onl. K. nab I .... IIN ~ 
ubw......... .. todlu 11rI..... le 
batlhabanria k."'ok: 11t10 RIO 1DIf1' 
uMnl' man,... •. 

E ke J_ tJell J' 10 IHlJI 
letlopb ... b.lkl ••• pt led l nio 
Alrl ... Bor ... . 

Ka.l lhanonl le klltelelo 11 
boooi. , l' midi ~ J' bopolOllkl e 
dl ... lie Ittlhopanf''' .... b.bll.1 
mo Atrlka 80 ... , "' Iwel. dltsh .... · 
nelo ... batho bI Alrlka t e 8o .. a le 
malk_lelo a IMIMo:haba. KI.llha
-. ~ dhot ...... no III kl.ltlelo 
.... I" k.oboI<'II"'tUI dldl.abl! ... 
la Ilutla ltftlhe .. Atrl'" Borw" 
.., ... dlr. Jaak. malk_1eIo • ron. I" 
11' kDpfLno J. meb" .. J ' babr~1d 
J ' Mrlka I t Borw., "' dlr ....... 
dllb.ato .... nnde III balbo ha loha 
~ .. 

Se It'" '1' ",Glbeo "I blbe~ld 
b. Atrl .... yotlbe. K. kop..... le 
blbe~kL b. Itf.t.he Iotlbe, tltl. " 
kaao ,I hojammoao e .... bllleta . 



.~------------------------------------------
Hlang 
Africa e 

Ukuhluft. kom .... 1aI1 ~Ul .... 
okwt n" " . ,.1,lIh, .Iuh.,. lANe 
eMapul" ylkuhlawllo bon.IIe ,b"""I. 
Impumdtlo ,t lull '- Africa. 

Lolrh kudlul<lIllu " ... nu •• 
.... ~lr;anJe IMlKjabnyio .. a kok" . 
hl...,l, !Aneola JISADF. k&llJ't 
Iolruqlml ... . lmkubllmbhcl. kW",pl 
.Namlbia. 

Kod ... " lem"l Irwm-o _._ 
louh. lama hlllrop ••• bl .... 
.babulaU aboo'''lIJ't'I .. .,. bmIlqula 
eUbllJIIJO Ufllt.lhele ulDdull . 

BI'M·U ....... lI,uZutu kumaallm. 
hi .. onke. ~bo4IIlImlrh.thl .bl ...... 
I /lIaJ'W eaauqlllo. urtpo .... nkuJII 
.. _ 7..nll IIdU"1 Jllrlldabuu... 
lo lr_etab. ok. khat .. . Uknllr.l. 
. n, .owI.nlruJp eZ.MI ... Mm, 
IImbuto wobandhduio OIIIUP uhl • • 
HI. lan,.amnlnl _mu ... aJUwoltne 
IoZantI Africa. 

Okwnlzaklll ... ne.dalD&l eudl,,_ 
naey., Iqula II ... n ... o .... ,,""I •• _ 
bllt. Atne:., lka~ npphaaol 
komlilllnd Wt .. 'mp .. ial ..... .. , .U
thethe tu<. looke 1_ laRlt .. Afrl~. 
I\.II'n,. ,,,ma laIo eI.Uphl .. a "U

N""I"""' .. hl . 
ZllhI ddlnp olnontenu ........... 

chllhl,... IN naeaho. Idqbuu uz? I 
Zanol Af,lc. dhl.olene h"J' 
Inlqhllill HnUhon.J,lanp Jomhl • • 
b. onlukamlK lundl. IUlZO uhll· 
1111_ UI.nb~b ... b" ,Malawi. 
eT ..... n .. '- Zalrt. InMJoe ftIJ • • ..,du.,. ,.'" Opptahtllatr I .... . 
"J'" ,Ikuh.phn. .boa.be ... 1 
&onke bue bnll , .lellUx .. ,. Mln, • . 
kllmlu ' ''pd,. IGoU? 

Am.nd, •• b •• rlMad _IWI,. 
""'HmUMi ladlllal .. , ... JflIIh beldl. 
Kod... al·Ie' ..... It .. a ........... . 
IIkIIllI Mbetbnt ab"' .... Ioband. 
.... kaxlIllI .tahl .od •••• bnu 
Aftlca. kod.. 101."0 .0. ... 8.21 • • 

..... nenli .. ombol.1de I 7.0,'1 ....... 
LoIdI. beD.. bytaIlIaIo .,t. 

uba lac",lkh'chJ I ..... ba ha,._ • . 
,kaJa ,.,m..arl '!lableb. Jlkelele. 
N .... hI. abaaal ..... ahlll bombla. 
ba b .. udllbe .... 'nl . I ......... , • . 
bt .... qblln 1I.,.,hllll ... v ..... laM 
Arm Jlbqa.kam ... ,nctl·l. yaban. 

iZansi lase 

en" kaploela. U M.P ..... ,z.mbla 
aIM_le IIkllthl Impllo ~"ocUo 
.. kbe IIJbloel.e ern.. k ...... thl 
)'h1kIuIthl tek..... k-.bnoDt
........ IaM. 

Em.,..ku,1 bflU ... hDpI Y .... 
b!H YomlMabo, akutw. kohd Istl' 
...... b.nbenzl Iabakbll.e1O III: .. aa. 
qllle IrnbufO ,.bapbeuhe,. ftIO'eIlI 
Iua.enl ..... Z..... ... Ahka. 
Kod ........ pbaDclle k •• Mo ...... 
blqllt ... AqaIo, I ...... -rlel. led 
... u'ha ...... I"ad', = ' .h.m.,o 
111I ...... o •• ·aIl1lIa. 

Kod.. naJubo I,M"'.mMqa.e 
'- AaaoY, IIkadlo 011. .....IIH 
enda,aae. 1l1no .......... emall ... u, , ' hn 

kaap .... ·"kIIl. .,z'NI AfrIca. 
Ie ... lhl.ulo , ombtio .. _ z"'1 
Artlca kaoala kazlalaba .... aIeIa 
ImplI .... Itio, 

UklluluiJ. yqe.cle .mandl. alpo

•• ,"kIIl. pha .... thl bwau Affka 
III,h.1O ,lkM kod_ dlaed .... 
ok"nleph.l •• 1II.kel.a • • bopb. 
lzami ,.HI., lell . kIl .... 1eIa ladle .. 
eqondlle ,ohukhel. k •• banta b.· 
te ZaI!JJ I ... Aftlca Irnpllo ,.ho 
!oDqud.lapho ba,. kbofta. 

BebIId .. IMtho ....... kbtia .... ~ 
ncIa.o I tmhbeul , Inv_.·nhl. 
, ue z.MI Afrlea ,.,Ineeke , •• Ik. 
IIkaw.. Impl elUlylta...,.. IJlpde
.b.ubenzl bue b .... Lue Africa. 

l..m..IJodl •• m.,lI .. d , bind ••• !le

... Iltlxnd. ...... ..a...ra.... konkt 
Iokb. tek.be , Idkolo -.. ....... 
Iapho lalOndo eq.ad ••• k •• b.· 
Ihaph.I.,. IIlb .. O\II.e , .b. ylkod· 
...... 1. o .... qlne .. lII1mhl. l\Ialo 
I M .... h. al"'kal.flIW_ ,e"ndJe. 
la ,.,aftka entaJo.kiI.bIaI In ",Idal 
,"'a.dl _ke. 

Enntnl loUe W.MI laM Africa , 
.. klll.d. " .. pllo '111_ kllcteda 
tekllJlkul.d. a ... blllO •• b," bend. 
E .... ph .. meldenl kwll~lzh.. kal ... 
kod.. k.l.pho .... Iel. khoa • 
Imf I dodo , akbo 110.... aW .. . 
klllIa ZahI- ...... IokIIb,dl .. .... 
qJalo Io~ •• k ...... " nl· 
I •• Itmall JOhuJoanp . .... bb.d.l. 
eII ..... 'OI eh .... Wzwe, "alubead. 
• m.II...,.., Imf.ado Ie"'PUoI elwela 
IIknqeda "kudlapblu, abba ..... 

.bnlfn.ne, lokab...... ok ....... 
",abahalall.b.thtnp, IIqal. Iaba • 
hul be laJul Aftlca. 

Ekw"doIaImI k.o i'be Jt "Talal 
SlneIlU" ,.ha '............... hue 
7 ... Af:rb, *' ... ~ 
~ 1 •• 1 ... Africa balnae 
iJlhlutpnllo ... loin Kw, 1"1 
.h ... beha. 101, . ,. ... u .... 
Slfulh ....... belth!k, , , 'I.'. 
aeq .... kbl ......... 1 ,( ·,,)11 ••• "" .. 

IMI ... ,ok •• kho Iobabadlel •• no 
yldubeazl e~dbbal ... .z.. .... Afr· 
k. yon. nlok • .,o Inhlalo .,.khl ... 
yIoltha akultth ... ;I.bend U-.aeq 
ndawllllJ' ddadzltl •• ......,.a .... ,.. 

Uhbutloa ..z..J. "'I.n""...,.. kh· 
011' .... .ve ,I •• wmllbeazl •• "". 
kbokhtll ba .... t"de .. nlnn 1ea.hI .... 
pnllo kaZulll .,.ndabe ...tb • • 
ka1. 'OClke Il..nN , ue Afrlea. 
Ub,enu yttIHb yI •• ail lbenzl 
eqonirne Ia,e .000b .... 1lIItII __ 
htftula hnpllmeltlo, 

E b ... 1 Afric •• bakbokbtll "b • . 
ianddl be ANC le SAcrtJ kllmele 
badlxb p ...... b!H .... oIo .mllll1d. 
Uklluo.Iqin.be ,,".NlI· ....... 0 
nancUenJ .. b.n belld .w .... 1 ,0, 
ake ,a1tll Ill ••. 

u.pha .... Ie .. llhon. lmlIeI. 10-
kwehl", Invo ... ·allula ,ue ZantI 
Africa . 
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1IIIIIlk" .......... kl' '.11'" ok ... 
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kweollbeacle • bn.1 AfrIca IInp • 
bello 111 ...... 1. 11th.. t .... akhen.l 
Inhlan.t:ano ,.mez .. e .b"rbenzl _ 
z ..... We AltIca , IItIbeqju .. ha . 
clItIwano arok •• IwdnlO "b.nc. ... .... 

I ' H ....... npha yIolbaae telll" 
bend zonkt _ Afrka Jlk.lo. 
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ftI "",, 1 lid die SA trMtbpllaa/ 
(.«b!noI_ dJe W"':_IIIHopa 
1Ieo) hv./M IntlaUIt oenp~ .. 'H 
.. ~ .. lamblf. M.lawl, T_""nll en 
z.tr.. DIe' tltdtrlib .,.k6om .... die 
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_ hlllle"" le ....... 

T-,I 11,., .,.kdam "", •• b;op hoc 
...... dlo _ .. Ikblln ..... lod""rIIt. 
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Tb~ April tlectioa tailed by P.W. Botb. takes plact 
within tbe frameROii" of. struuJe by tbe Soutb Afrkaa 
bouraeoisie 10 cut through tbe constraJats Impaled 011 
them by the prhi1eaftl white middle and worldD. dass. 

Squeezed by tbe WQld capitalist crisis add tbe 
undefeated mass movement, the ruJi •• class Is la • 
mess. LooIdn& tbis way and that for aD escape from the 
corner ID which 11 is trapped, It finds no answers. Over 
the last rew )Un, each mo\'e tba. it' has made has only 
Clalled fresh problems, and led 10 more dhislons and 
grt:Iller pa.!c. I.eacUD& ngures In tbe ruJiDa dass spat)( 
openly 01 the ImpeadJag rel'OiutiOll. 

Many Kliv;.\) in the liberation 
st","1e d;imw the ~I«tion u 
simply I .. "ile election-an irrele
u nl ri,hl bf:""een dilftrenl KrouP" 
of ...... opprnsors. 

In 1ullly the election, are another 
sian 01 the unfoldin!! crisis of SOUlh 
African society. Out of them ".,ill 
come developments ,.lIkh ",ill h ..... ., a 
profound effect (if nollmmediately. 
lhen in the lonll term) on the li.es of 
IlIe upJoited and opprened 
majority. the black "orkinl class. 

Dismissina the ,~tions in such. 
m.nner ref\e(,ts • miwnderstandillj 
01' the nature 01' the South African 
st.le. South Africa B • bour,eois 
stale. ~ .bse""" 01' bourweois 
dcrTHlCT.tic ",hIS does not alter its 
euenti.l n.ture. 

The democr.tk riahlS of the 
workffS in the .dv.nced c.pitalist 
countriel.re the ,.im; of de<:.des 01 
strusgle by these worken. Their 
.bsence in South M ric. ref\e(,1S the 
sUtten 01 the. ruling d.ss iD 

by R. MlIlgll5 

m.int.i ninll ilJ rule without makillj 
colI<.'CSSioll.l to the mtojority 01 the 
people . the bl.ck worten, "'1\0 .n: 
in conSI.nt strullllie for democratic 
rights. 

To put it i •• nother w.y. then:.re 
nO democr.tic righlJ for the mass of 
the worken In So\&th Afric. bec.use 
the capi t.list dass c.n m.intaiD the 
cheap labour maem on .. bkh ilS 
prolilS depend only by rulinll U the 
rulbk$l enemy 01 demoenc)'. 

A 5«tion 01 the population. the 
white section. do ha'e these riahlJ. 
HOOt""". the ",ht 01 the "'lUte 
worker to vote .. " FIInted by the 
bouraeoisie in • sU<!aUful .lIempt 
to divide the workillj cI""s. This 
righ t hu e~isled only '5' privilege. 
The vote of the whi te "'orker is the 
m.teri.1 evidenct' of IUs brihery by 
the bouraeoisie. 

n 

Tbe ~Mral e~tioo .nd it>; 
.fterm.th .. ill show bow empty thoe 
'rillhlS' 01 the white .. orker really 
~. 

For m.ny 1" .... , the voles 01 the 
white .. orke.. h .. e lIiven t be 
NationaUI! P.rty its secure 
p.rli.mentary majo ri ty 11 the 
lI""eminll party 01 the: ruling dass. 
But now, . nd lar • time p.st , 
divisions have . rlsen in the National· 
lit P.rty, whic h rellect divisions in 
the rulin, dIU Itself. 

Tbe dj,iatons .re .bout bow to 
~Ulbliu. the ChelP labour system 
and the rule 01 capitalBm uoder the 
cltallen~ of the black .. «ken' .nd 
youth mOftll>l!nl. 

For the last ten Y"' ..... for an its 
bullets, blnnings. tear gas , "d 
batons. the rulinll c .... has had no 
peace. Tbe mISS l!I(Werroent. with the: 
workpl.ce .S lIS forl1as; .nd youth 
at its lore fron t. has dra"'n into 
.ction broader .nd broader I.yen· of 
the oppn:ned 'lI.inlt every .spect of 
. p.rtheid domin.tlon. 

Ag.inst this n:lentku p~sure , 

the rulina cI .. s cannot continue to 
rule in precisely the same old w,y. 
But then: Is still. sm.lI. conSCIV.tive 
section 01 the bouraeDisie that .. ould 
like 10 do so: the = kramples. 
B«ause of the priYilio1l'" .. bkh the 
.. lUte middle (lau·.nd .. hite W«kffS 
ha", tn;o,.ed for so loo., thB sm.n 
section 01 the nlli", d.ss has • 
powerful .!)pt.llar the white voters. 

The "erllales .n: the: ..,...,.lled 
'enlillh1eMd' ones-but only in the 
bosses' terms. They.re looking for. 
".y to Subdue the miss m""ement 
(.nd continue the dictatonhip of 
c.pitalism) in • w.y which does not 



rely wlely on the: IUpport of the: .... liik 
""kl"l. 

Thus thf rigid «lI!'II:fVatism of the: 
>'erkramptn • .ith their ap~..J ID !be: 
.. hile ~otel"l inside and outside the 
Nationalist PaM)'. is an obstacle 
... hich is tyin, the hands of the 
boMn. The man: lar· lighted wction 
of the: ruli", class , the '>'erli,tes' and 
'liberals' _ !be: desperate situation 
and are tryin, tOCfUle man: room in 
"'hic h 10 mlnoeuvre. 

The ek<:lion " IS cII~ by P.W. 
80lhl ostensibly to I"OIIt the ver· 
!tramptes. But in lact the: queslion 
loeli much deeper than this. The 
rulinl cllss is wdl awlre that the 
innueno;.-e of !be: verkramptes ClnnOI 
be diminished wilhin the framework 
of the parlilmentary syslem. The 
ek<:tion has been c..Jled, al I 
/avoo rable momen t. 10 IJ)" and give 
time 10 the ruli nl dill to reduce lhe 
silniflCallC"e of ek<:tiom the,"",IYQ. 

Even the bo,.cs· pre .. has 
~nised . that Ihis is a ·pre· 
dictatonhip ekction'-i.e. a dic· 
tatorship a!leclinl also the niSlinl 
ri,hts of the .... hites . 

T he eleclion is in this respect just 
O]le mo", step In a serie$ of a\tempts 

.. 
-

by the ruHn8 cllss to re/lain lhe 
initiative. Ind bruk 001 of the: 
political impaue which has plagued 
them since the huae struggles of 
1976 . 

Impasse 

In 1917 another aeneraJ ek<:tion 
was called bc lon: the: ~mment 
had se~d its ti me. Belli", the 
drum of · .... hite unlly'. Von;kr c.lled 
lor IU pp<>rt lor his proposals for 
constitutional reform. Thoolh he: 
wlS re-elected wilh I huge mand.te, 
the propos.ls "'ere never implemen· 
ted. The:re wll 100 much rnj".nce 
to lhem from both blac:k and while. 

The 'Mulderllle scandal' "'IS 
engin«red by I wcOOn '" lhe ruli", 
dill 10 OOSI Von;ter and his crollies 

. and bring in new IKCS. 80lha swept 
into oi'flC'! to the appl.use of lhe 
ruH n, d.n .nd its preu. 

The 80thl regime inade m'ny 
promi'il:l of reforms and 'll:t up 
endless commissions 10 study how 10 
bringlhe:m in lo being. The slogan 01 
'adapl or die' , Both.'s ·",·d,·e·po;nl 

plan'. and whll ... ent with il was 
sup»05l:d 10 herald. new de.l for 
blac:ks in every sphere 01 life . But , no 
m<Jft than Vonter be lOR him, has 
Botha been able 10 carry anylhi ... 
l"""'lh. In lacl the ~mment"~ 
plans hive fOllndered even mm 
quickly lhan Vonkr"S. 

The Wiehlhn and Rieke rt 
Commissions ~re appointed and 
their reports tabled in Parliamenl. 
The fil"lt steps "'ere liken !",,'ards 
mlking the Wkhahn proposal1 into 
l ..... -.nd "'ere met with rejection 
from the side 01 the black workers, 
and .lso. thoulh for differe nt 
re.lOtli. the .... hite workers. 

The labour m.,..emenl rejecleo 
the'll: proposals IS an Ittempl 10 
chain the bllck "'OTkers to ;nflUJ 
control. Iro\lP arus. 100tlllelO 
unions . eu:: and IS In lltack on the 
rithllo orglnise f;lhting unions and 
the riliu to$lrike . 1 he "'hite "'OTkers 
rejected these propouls uendanaer · 
ing their job,. by makinl pO!<,iblc 
Ihf repllcement of ... lUle labour by 
cheap bllck labour. 

The Senate ... as abolished "'ilhOll I 
,0 much IS a murmur . Bu! the 
puppet consultative apparatus "'hieh 

7 



, 
has repla~d it , the Presidents' 
Cwllcil, il ~jecltd by enD the 
"",jority .Ill the middle dass-blad: 
I nd whi lt. The mass mO¥t'ment 
treaa il wilh contempt. 

Of all memben of the Cabine t, 
K9O"Ihof has been loudest in his 
promiwt. Bill .11..11. iOOfle. did he 
publish draft !epilation (b~ on 
Riekert) for his 'new deal' for urban 
blacks than he WIlJ fora;d In 
withdraw it-in the face nf its 
ootri,lhl ~jeellon by the black 
working class, by the black middle 
class, Ind even by the bour,eois 
opposition . All of tbe$e plai nly 
identified ;1 U I D atttmpt In tiahll:O 
tlv:: plSS system. 

Mlny other commissions .~ still 
'studyifll' thrir $Ubjects. unable to 
formulate propou.ls lhat will he 
accepl.b le tn a nyone . In the 
IM;lnli1m the regime continues its 
bl'\lt.ll reprnsiOll of the mUii 
mcwemenl and li,hltns its con trols 
O¥t'T the pms. 

The 'reforms' promised by the 
bosses of bi, industry haw: been 
in tended In reduce while j ob 
privileaes In order 10 employ black 
labour 11 much reduced wIgn 
(cheap labour) and 10 tifl more of the 

J 

tiny black middle class 0\11 of their 
p rnen t P.II.lllion inlo properly 
owllen. The laner 11'1_ is iDlended 
!awards u$in,!he blad, middle dass 
. , u nsl !he workiDa dUIi iD !he 
cornin, s,",ples. TbeiT maiD PIIT
pOie is, of course, profil. 

Economy 

The musiyc IIrowth of Ibe 
«00011'11 in the 196(I's be,an to 
pl'OYoke lhe need lor !hc:se chan,es. 
The expansion of production under 
t he apartheid liys te m of 'job 
rex ..... tion' has produ<lCd inocrusin( 
shorlaljCS of ddlltd labour . AI !he 
same time the boom, dn...m, blac:k 
... orken in hUll' numbers iDlO 
incrusinaly Slnle,M: poIitions iD 
production, laid the basis of the 
pG'I"cr of lhe workin, cllIiIi iD 
S'"'DIe In the: 1970',. 

Bul no.. IDe "pltallIt daM .. 
f~ mart ...... tIJ' to try to 
Introd.- t.... ch.,," la IlIe 
condlllon. of world uph.II •• 
eoterln. crtok. AnJt Cl r:r T". to 
the black mlddM c_ or to , ' ·d-. 
01 the bl.Kk .. oran .plc! ..... to 
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A1tlv-,.b !he arowth rue iD 1980 
wu 8%. thh .U after a period of 
stqnation In the: mid-1910's from 
which recowery has been dow. For 
mOlt of the: period of the: upturn , 

made by !he 

is _dal. to 
imp",", tbe pF'06llctmty of South 
AhWlA labout. wbleb u.,. far 
beblnd tbat of tbe .d .. n~d 
eapitallat COUFltries. Tboo,.b !be \lie 

of mdustrial ctptdty role fTotn 
below 110.,. -to 92.,. dllrint; !he 
upturn , produc:tlnty w .. IlOl rub· 
Iitantl.allylmp3'OYtd. 

In pneral , , the: c.pltallslll CIII 
improve productLylly only by 
exp.ndln, al,o the .ula of 
production and seUina 10 a Jarpr 
~ of !be world market. 

The South Afrkan capitalisl clau 
bu seo='cd a share of the: .. orlcI 
mamt OQ !be buis of the uport of 
ao'd. other iDiMrals , IIId qric:ul
blraI .ooda produced by cbap 
labour. Cbe.p labour has meanl • 
'man home market. upandina 
producrioa thus means expllldilll 
the W'; I: , of lDanllf..:rured prodUCIII 
.1 prices eompetitive with !he major 
~apltallit countries. 

With low productivity, and facinl 
the Incrtesln.ly '"reniye 
competition of the mfJor capitalist 
powen In ,slaInatin. world market, 
the South African capltallslll Clllll(lt 
sllfficiently e:,;plH their manuf..:· 
ruR>d uporu. 

In f..,t !he IflIWth of the mOlt 
recen' period Will pe:mitted 0IIly by 
the mina Yalue of aold tip07l11, due 
to the rise In the p:ioe of told. 
Between the end of 11178 and !he 
beainninl of 1980 the told price 
increued by OYfr 100'110 10 III 
llI·time record of S850 per oz. 

But the ,old price has 
~;"',II ", durlna Febru.". IIId 
i .... s nUCIU.tilll' between 

,;,0' $475 per OZ, Ind this will 
continue, At the: same time the value 
of other mi"Crll aDd :laricultural 
exporlll bu been dmppina, 



This is revulin,lhe .hd .. bM.k 
of lhe cconomk ... plUrn. As h-.s 
consistently been tM CNe liDcc tM 
Second World War, the uplUm in 
lhe economy mum lhal man ... lac· 
lured lmporu r.pidly overtake the 
v.lue of cxporb. 

In 1980 lhe value 01 imports of 
m.nufacl ... red ,oods ... as R8 222.7 
million. If il hat! nOI been for the 
u rninp from told, OIher minerals, 
Ind laricullural uports, the trade 
lc«lUnl ... ould h .. e been in debt to 
the I ... ne of RlI 198 million. 

For 1981 , the bou.,. )is experts 
are predictin, that e¥cn il lhe aold 
pm I"er.~s S500 Per ~, there 
CO\IId be a tatII d:-... k in Iorei&n 
trade of R2 000 million, altbou,h in 
1980 the elminp of ,old and otlter 
mineral Ind I,:icultural npDrU 
prodUC"ed I ....,... 01 RJ 000 
million. 

A slow·down in the economy is 
alrudy becomina evident. TMre is a 
n ... rry 01 readjullments in the 
forecasts for cconomk JTOWtb in 
1981 by bourgeois economists. The 
predicled IIro .... th no .... s la nds 
ber.,een . % and 5%. )Yith tM 
sl_.d_n, the workina class .. ill be 
expected 10 loot the bill, with further 
.1I.cks on .. aaes and livina 
standards. 

During the uplUm 
belween 1978 .. orkcrs 
have struilled 10 ~over tM hu~ 
loucs suffcred durinll the ~an of 
stagnltion. There h,ve been impor· 
IInl parllal glins through the 
massi"e strike movement and the 
~mendous ,....,...Ih of trade IInion 
membership. For some ... orkers, 
living slandards have rUen slightly. 

Yet the boom in the economy has 
done nOlh;n. to impf"O\le lI'iMoaJ 
st.ndards oIH"in, . On the contrary, 
while Ote profits 01 the upilalisb 
increased , Ihe ..-orkus· oyullI 
st. ndards of livina have Kriously 
deteriorated . 

Of .1 companies .nd aroups 
decl.rina lheir profits for 1980 in the 
las t two " ·OI'ks of Febru.ry 1981 . 
only tblft sh"",·ed profit increaKs 01 
less Ihan 20%. Most incruscd 

bet .. een 21 % .nd 
;:- ,.~dIToyot.. Group Five. 

: _ .... Industries incre'Kd 
over JOO"I'o. 

At lime a recent 
invrslillalion in Soweto showed 
Iha t. bet .. een July 1918 .nd 

• Det-ember 1980 . ... ·.res irlCTCiKd by 

\cu than 20%. But in the UIT\C 
period, the p:ica of the aoods 
bouaht by the "'orken rO$C by almost 
..0%. n .. , beea_ of Ia"allon, 
wwbn' Iht.,. .'udl do (tU dllrl", 
the period of 'boom' by 20%. 

Al present. the offici.l rate of 
innalion is 16% per ~ar. and ;,. 
expected 10 irlCTCaM: to 19% by lhe 
end of this ~.r. Food pricel are 
ri,ina_t_bout twiet: this rale. Living 
standanb of those It .. ork ... iIl f.11 
,harpl, . 

With the slo ... ·do ... n in Ih~ 
KOIlOfl1y . unemployment (ClltTently 
.rouDd 2 milliOli) will mount e"o"en 
faster 'a.in. The .. ·orkil\i people Ire 
1I0ingto be plunlled Into C\-en greater 
h.rdship . This i, the inevit.ble 
conseqliellC"e of I capitalisl economy 
in South Afric. ...ith lhe ... orld 
clpitalist economy in ~ri5i5. 

The ... orken must flaht 10 defend 
their livil1ll standards .nd their 
jobs-or be pushed into e,·en greater 
depths 01 miKry and pD¥crty. To be 
JllCCnSfullhis rlJlhl .. ·ill have 10 link 
lhe dem.nds for dettnl .... res. for 
jobs, lor In end 10 risinll prices, 10 
the fi&hlto cnd the capitalist system. 

EJections 

Fl<:td ... ith this KOOOfl1 ic impasse. 
the bo<se' lack re$OUTCCS ... ith .. hkh 
10 tame the nl,," mOOl'ment . Nor. as 
wont: of lheir stnteaJsts now flftly 
admit. c.n lhey ... in solid $Upport 
amona, or ·stRnithe .. · lhe black 
middle class. 

, 

• • 

_ --.i_ , 

Inste.d the ruling class facn ne .. · 
problems from the side ... hich 
previously live solid support. The 
~risi'i of the economy is eroding lhe 
privilel'l'd Ih·il\i standards 01 the 
... hi te .. ·ork~n . At the ~amc time 
they •• nd lhe .. ·hitc middle du'i. KC 
colonialism and ... hite privilel'l' 
under .suult throughout Soulhern 
Africa. 

The ~.pitalisl politician'i in ... hom 
the .. ·hite .. ·orkers have mis,uidcdly 
put thei r truil . Ire making promises 
01 reforms. Though theK ·reforms· 
dissolve into dusl. lhey incrClK the 
inKCUri t~ of the ",hite .. ·orken. They 
are losi n8 confidence in th~ 
Nationalist Party s'Y' ern ment "'hich 
prottcted t .... m so lonll. 

AII.inst all IIie5l: pressures. I .... 
ruli ng elasi seeks to end lis paralysis 
by remCl'l·ing the restraints on its 
u erdse of sllte power (even 
.. ·hitlling down the ·rights· of the 
... hites). Tltl. Is 10 e..,.ble them to 
take more declthe and "kloll' ilCllon 
.... mt tbe entire .. orkln. dau In 
delflloCe of tbeb pron" In a oh.lnldn. 
economy. 

Alreldy . ... nder illl smokesclftn 01 
Rforms, the Botha "'lIimc hll 
speeded up this procc5S by Rinlorc· 
inll and st .... mli ning :he stllC 
appara tus. 

Bolha Ills cuI the n ... mber of 
gCl'l·crnment departments. Ind Stt up 
a Stries 01 ne ... intcr·departmental 
commit1«s. tied into :he Prime 
Minister s olliet:. and headed by lhe 
Sta te Security Coun~il. ' 

While "ill Minister 01 Ddence. 
Both. and General Malln ... s "hlan 



]0 had «:pla~d the army t"l'" and 
reorgani",d the army. Now the 
military, as ,,-ell as businessmen, 
ha,'e a say in almost all in ter· 
departmental g"""rnment rommiu· 
ees . Thi. ""as cr",,'ned lau)'<'ar ... ith 
the appointmen t of ",id general to 
the cabinet, 

The ,..,jection of II<>tha's reforms, 
the inability to carry oot many of 
them and the reorganisation of the 
army and don ""rvi<-<- ha~ one 
dear mun;ng. [f 'parliamentary 
democracf is not "",..,.ing Ihe 
interests of the bos<e$, then the 
military ""ill have to be brooght in to 
see that those interests.re """",d, 

Tile ele<:tion h .. heen called by 
Botha in an allempi 10 buy time to 

continue this process, T.king advan, 
tage of the: temporary economk 
upswing, lhe relative pauM: in the 
maos "ruggle and the ascent 01 • 
reactionary .11y 10 the US 
Presidency, Botha i. beating the 
drum 01. 'lot.1 onslaught' \0 try and 
win • m ... i~ mandate for him",U , 
A. to his policies, he is forced to •• k 
for a 'blank cheque'. 

• 

After the eledions 

There can- he no doobt that the 
Nationali,t Party ... ill remain the 
ruling party afler the elections. But 
this will not mean a massive mandate 
for II<>lha ', leade~hip, Already it is 

clear that lhe bid 01 Botha and the 
ruling c1asslO remove the obstacle 01 
the ~rkrampte. through the elect
ions will fail-just as his promises of 
'relorms' have come to nothing, 

Bul it i, unlikely that the HNP and 
the CNP ... ill win more than a f_ 
.ats at most, This is despite the 
disillusionment 01 many 01 the white 
worke~ with the Nationalist Party 
leadership. 

Disillusionment has been shuwn, 
even in ea,lier election •• in apathy al 
the polls, Fa"'ld with unp~dented 
uncertainties, the white worbrs and 
n(M at a loss what \0 do. IIIlIide and 
outside the Nalionalist Party, the 
... hite middle dUI rl$ht·willi and a 
.".all _tion 01 the ruling cl ... is 

• DISPENSAT ION" 
Business IAtemallonal is a journal which advises the bosses of 

the multi·nat ionals on what tactics they should use to protect 
their profits. Recently, they gave some advice to the ,bosses in 
South Africa. which shows how they have been taken unawares 
by the rising movement of the workers, This is what they said: 
"The latest wave of labor unrest pain .. out whJ firm. sbould 
resist the temptation to promote haDd· plcked bfack 'spakamen' 
that lack credlbiUty with the rank and f1k, and stiould instead 
accept .Irong, effective uDioM, flm, black workent are 
Increuin&l1 In a poaJdon to enforce sanctions against companies 
refusing to acknowledge their leaden. Second, unl_ factory 
leaden are seen to be geHillJ a better deaJ. for their conatltumtl, 
the way wiU be open for more mllltaaC paUCicalaetlrlstl Co take 
over." 
On Monday morning, 16 Febru· 

ary, t88 Greyhound bu. driv~rs 

came oot on strike iq Johanne.burg, 
By the .ftemoon. 176 had pleaded 
gui!!y and been senten~d 10 18 
months imprisonment. (12 ... 1\0 
stood trial ... ere later aC<]uilted). 
Those ""nten~d had their prison 
term .uspcnded for five )'<'a~ 

provided they returned 10 work, 11 
mey take any form of action in tltis 
ptriod (80--<lows. refusing to obey 
orde", or strik .. ) they"ill be hurled 
into prison. 
On~ again the II<>tha liovem

ment's promise. of. ··new dispellll&' 
tion" are p""",d 10 be lies, In.tead 
,"'e can >CC ... hat !he regime's p]""s 
for industrial pta~ consist of, 

Worke~ must ."""pt the bosses' 
terms and trust the racist officials to 
.. tile their 8rie .. ance-s-or be thrown 
into jail. 

Whal the government has in Slore 
is shown by lhe refu ... 1 to register 
unions because their COlllltitu tion. 
" 'ere "non·racial". and by the pre .. 
leak. con~rning new industrial 
legislation, 

The", leaks shOWed the regime 
was looking for ... ays 10 give the 
Industrial Registrar absolut~ powers 
OIler all trade unions-unregil;tered 
as ...,n as register;W- and mal it.as 
con.idering; 
obannilli unions in the Bantustans: 
~rohibiting unions from """'king 
with township organisation.: 

obringin8 unregistered unions under 
s\.ate control, 

ono donationS 10 unions to be 
all .... 'ed: 

1lle regime also wants 10 ban all 
independent trade union education 
and damp down further on miliranl 
workc~ talrilli urikc action, 

Yet at the same time the bia 
emplo),<,rs an: f""",d 10 recO(lni", 
thal they have to neg<ltiate with the 
trade union.-and with trade unions 
"'hich have the oupporl of the 
workers, While the regime contin .... 
mechanically with the ",·ell·tried 
methods of repression, big business 
is lookilli for new ways 10 drug the 
'D'U8IIIe on the slIop·noor, 

WhaI I.... mu D. .. that tbt 
WIiebalm it •• teu of the ru.1I"1 clua 
.. hi "'tlen, ud thal the nlhl, daM 
.. dl.1cIed on bow IQ ""P')1Id.. 

Thh '" the direct _lilt of lhe 
uploelve itnluJe- of the work_ 
Oft, the _t period. The", 
struSgles were a decisive njection of 
the Wiehahn matellY to th.in the 
growing trade union movement. 

In !he process. lhere have been 
huge adva"" .. in the .1«:IIim and 
confidence of lhe trade union 
mOllemenl. AmonS the achievements 
hav~ been: 
· wage i"",..,...,. 01 up 10 70% I1 
Ford in June 1980: 



playillj on the anxieties of tm white 
worken, claimillj to have the answer 
10 the defence 01 white prlvikge and 
jobs. 

Because of their position. 01 
entrenched privileges, its edges as yet 
barely nibbled at, the bulk 'If the 
... hile worken are pre·disposed 10 
folio ... this rott en ve rkrample 
leade rs hip . with its racist 
rallying<11'. But in the electi<>n they 
will preler 10 101]_ it laalde the 
Nationalist Party, rather than <>n its 
ultra·right lringes. 

In the Nationalist Party, there has 
been an unprecedented number of 
DOminllion con tests between 
'vefligtcs' and verkramptcs, with the 
verkramptes on tm ... hole ... inning. 

A setback lor Botha's leadership, 
this and the state', huassment of the 
ultra,right parties will probably 
mean that only the most lrunTaled 
and resentful reactionaries "'ill stay 
with the HNP or CNP. . 

Future 

But tm election victory lor the 
NatiQnalist Party will nQt e,,,n buy 
!kItha and tlte ruling dass much 
time. The impendillJj downturn in 
the economy, and the bosses' 
relentlc .. seareh lor profits. \\'ill lay 
the basis lor lurther huge stru8JI1es 
and upheavals. The mass movement 
01 the black oppressed, full of 

renlidence. is not prepared to 
tolerate tbn:ats 10 ;1$ very survival. 
AgaillSllhe altacks 01 the bo&ses on 
the 1i"ing standards of the "'hole 
... orkillJj dass, tlte mass mo,'ement 
will ""pond wilb vigour, 

TIte ruling dass " 'ill muster all il$ 
lorces to crush lhese stru8JIlrs. but. 
S<! long as the black work.rs and 
youth iJTO'" togctmr and organise on 
lhe basis of greater clarity of aims, 
tlte mass movement will remain 
undefuted. The sword of repression 
will only stimulate "'ith more 
urgency the struggle for the 
democratic means through .. hich 
living standards can he deluded and 
advanced. 

Thus, despite the clamouring it 

IS TATTERS 
oin resp<lns.e to these gains in , tm 
Eastern Cape, the stru8JII. of mOlor 
worken in i>ftlOria 10 ","ganise ana 
win higher wages; 

owage increases of 60% ot Kel1ogs, 
plus retQ8niti<>n 'If the,union; 

"the recognition of SAA WU at 
Chlmide in East l..Qndor1; 

- thal the strike at POll raised the 
question: .... ho contrQls the press? 
MW ASA President Z""lakhe Sisulu 
(n",,' banned) said the choice fadng 
n:voJutiQnary journalists was whe
ther to be "coUaboratiY(: propaKan· 
disl.'i or revQlutionary propagan· 
disl.'i", 

Most important of all, trade union 
membenhip has nearly tripled. 
risilli from J% to som. 7% of tm 
African industrial wQrkf<ll'Ce. WhQle 
t_ns a", becomillJj strQlljholds 'If 
the ITade union movement. WQrken 
a", streaminK tQ the tratle union" 
a.kins IQ be organised. 

He~ il ,,"uitd the up .... ivt 
potential of the Irade union moot • 
.... nl In s..ulh Afrka! [f. rise in the 
percentage organised tQ just 7% has 
such devastating effects 011 the ruling 
clan, then the mass of the wmkillJj 
class Qrganised around I clear 
programme will represent an unstop. 

pable lorcel 
This is .... hal the ruling cla .. fean. 

The apartheid ",gime, and the 
capitalist class that it represents, 
tannQt tQlerate a mm'ement of the 
united working class, One of lhe 
maln reu<IftI for the bannina of 
'POIt' and ronlrols on the p .... h .. 
been the "'lime'. fear of Itlike 
",pons which , it da/ms, are enatint 
a ..,..,.OlullolUlry dimate" In s..uth 
Afrka. 

Those trade union officials \\'11'1 
led their uniQns into the trap '11 
resin.ring under the Wiehahn 
str.tegy shQuld n",,' openly acknow· 
ledge that this wa. wrong. Nor is 
there the .... ay Imward throuSIl 
"'lying on the so-called "liberal" 
elements of big business: ",hat can 
be wQn from them must be us.ed. but 
witllout illusion •. 

AI thll dme , lhe ""nlraJ task i. 10 
O'1lanlse the uno'1lanl#d .. orke ... 
As yet, Qnly aboo t 200.000 African 
,,'orken a", orSanis.ed. and those are 
largely the nQn'migrant section. 
Mllllo"" ol .... orken still "'ail to rem. 

, 

intQ the unions, including the most 
decisive section 01 all. the migrant 
minc,"Qrkers from all the countries 
of S<!tothern Africa. The organisation 
of the unemplo)'ed. tQgetber witb the 
empl"l"'d. must he taken fQl'Ward . 

By taking up and combining all 
the pressing demands thal worke .. 
are lighting for in factories through
Qut the country. the trade union 
mo"ement can become a movement 
of millions. A <'tntral plank ill Ihb 
programme Is lhe demand for a 
national minimum .. a~ of R90 a 
OI"Kk, .. Ith furth~r IlK'r.un IInktd 
to Innatlon. 

Organised into the trade unions in 
its millions on the basis of a figllting 
programm~. the "''Irking class ",ill 
berome a giant power, Building tllis 
trade union p<I",er. and al the same 
time ""'8Jlling to build the ANC a. 
its ""'n mass p<Ilitical mm..,ment on a 
socialist pr<li!ramme, the ,"'orkillJj 
cllUs "'ill gain Ihe means tQ sm.~h 
apartheid and s,,'eep capitali.t 
uplQitatioll Irom the face 'If South 
Africa . 

For a trade union movement uniting all workers! 

" 

For a mass ANC with a socialist programmel 



" will faCt: from ",hl,wing M.P's, the 
roling cllSS Clnnot ~l\Irn 10 nlli na 
in the old " 'Iy-raling only on ~ 
.. hit( middle dus Ind .. hi te 
... orken. E.-e" in the midst of 
inlensi fyillj repreuion, the regime 
" ill be lorwd 10 continue ib futile 
s.earch lor ~pUlb~ ~forms. There 
is • hall-lrulh in the deml80ak 
complaint 01 Jaap Mar.is: lhal in 
Ihis e l~ti.m , as for the lasllhrec. the 
Nationalii l Parly leadenhip appeals 
10 Ihe voten on HNP pOlicies and 
punues in go·,emment the pith of 
the PFP. 

A(fl inst Ihe parliamentary 
opp<)Sirion. as 1,linsl the mass 
mo.""mc'nl, the fUlin, dus " 'iD have 
10 conlin\le ilS con«ntrltion of 
poo.er in the hands of lOp bureau
crats Ind busineumcn-Ind. abol-e 
all. of the military. In the period 
ahead. the Yerktamptes, inside and 
outside the N,tionalist Party . .nu 
upose their inl bility 10 inn .. eRa: the 
cOUrse of events by mean. of the 
parli amentary framework . 

This " 'ill open up the most 
turbulent period ~I ~n in white 
politics in South Africa. For. 10 the 
exten t that tbe white worken find 
that lhe 'rights' aranted them by the 
bourg«>isie oiler no solution to lheir 
problems. they ... ·ilI be faced with the 
choice of aoina \o"to'lfds eKlreme 
extra·parliamentary ructioo-or 
I ..... rds revolution. 

The pith foll_ed by the white 
worhn will hue critie.1 effects O<l 
the coune of the revolutiO<l that is 
impendina. The dutruc tion of 
national oppression and the rule of 
capitalism ,,·m be a holl .... vk tOf)' if 
it is achie-'ed on the as hes of a ruined 
economy I nd mountains of corpses. 

This is the dlngt" that looms 
sh .... ld tbe " 'hite " 'orken rontinue 
alona the path of reaction. And. as 
the . ·hite worker1l Ire fOK'ed t_arels 
a clellr choice under the preuure of 
.....,nts. the stance adopted toorlrds 
them by the black worken I nd 
leaders in the mau m<wc_nl will be 
a vital faclOt . 

Already some forms which cln be 
taken by ruction show their outline. 
The most r.clst of the class 
collaborationiit union leadenhip. 
iiiuch IS Pau lus. allem pt to mobilise 
increasing layers of white worken 
under their bln~r. and might 
attempt to cIll further reactionary 
strikes in de fence of white priyikgt' 
like the millC"Worhn strike of 1979. 

More rabid still in the defence of 
racist priwileae are the terror w:tics 
of the Wit Komm.nOo. linked to the 
r.nks of the police . 

Tl kina thil pa th in lhe romin, 
period offen for the white worken 
nothin, bu t defea t after defeat. 
Plulus is prncntly quite ~ted 
evcn within the ranks of white 
labour. and his Ittempt to call I 
strike in 1979 wu a dismal failure. 

The ru li na clu s will have 10 
continue to try to o:TUsh such 
reactionary Itrikes. In defence of 
their profl lJ. The Wit Kommando. 
and simill r JI"OUPS. are tolerated by 
the rulina class ul1leu they threlten 
to pl"O¥oIr.e the black ... Ofken and 
youth . It ... u whe n the Wit 
Kommlndo rece ntly Ihrcllened 
atw:1r.s on black bomn thal the 
police "«re ordered to ltep in Ind 
make IllTCSts. 

Yel. for all its twists I nd tunll . the 
powcr of the capitalist class in South 
Afrka is slowly crumblin, bef~ lhe 
developing tidal wave of tbe mass 
mOllemenl of bl lck worhrs and 
youth. Events may force. in time. the 
suspension of parliament. the dec· 
laration of m.rlial law. or fu11 
military ru le. These could be lorced 
in mponse 10 desperate reacliODar)" 
bids. as ... ·c11 15 under the pressure of 
the maues. But iD either case. they 
would be !i,1IS of the "«a!r.enillj" . aDd 
nOI the strenathenint. of the ruHn, 
class. Whate\'er «>lIne il follow •• the 
hou r or ~koning is romin, for the 
bouraeoi$ie. 

It is in utremity. when the ~ery 
forces of the Slate itself begin 10 
crumble unde r the n:volutionary 
preuun:s. thlt the forces of eKlreme 
react ion. fueled by t ile most 
desperate sections 01 the ru lin, class. 
can like on flesh .. .lf the __ 
mot"C1nftl1 falll 10 take ha-dlale 
01.10 P""~ftlt thll ..-lbIIk,. 

Towards unity 
Aaainst the attacks 01 cl pi talism 

in crisis. lhe onty serure futu re for 
lhe white worker1l .nd .. hi te middle 
dlss. as for the mass of the 
oppmsed. lies In the slrulllle for 
socialism. This Slrull8le spe lls the 
death·knell of white privilege. and 
I II priyiiege . bill "ti ll .. up the w., 10 
• fuum of ,_pHll, for all . 

Strull8lina without compromise 
ag.inst every defence of white 
priviieae. the black . orken a.od 

youth must halllltlel" IhiI Message 
home to the white worken. TIw 
blp 'k worbn . ... : • . Ib tab 
tile lead '- eh w' • dIM die ..., • ., 
f_,,", ' ... lI d V " _ d. .. ", 
Ill. 1~1.IINd .e.. •• , •• d., ... ·.IE.' .. , ' .. ", ... ....... .... 

CombatliD, withoul mm:y all the 
futile attempts of the white .men 
to din, to the co. t . t li ls of 
capitalism • • arnina 01 the dead-end 
in store aloog that road. the black 
worken mlll1t lhow that the bridae to 
worken' II n.lty Is opeo. ID iJoIalion 
from the black w-orken' _ment 
the ... hite ... orbn!Od.a, bave oeitheT 
the Ilftllj:th lIot !be pe.np ... live to 
slKCCllifuUy rnlIl the 1x 11 ; t. The 
only basil for a drieD .,aiml tile 
lIW:ks of capitalbm is arn'pd a 
ullited blttle. 

no. oIra"" fill" cw. . j ... be . , 
Ill! Ubi db I,m h ... The 
clllhion of pririlqcl .... me beritqt 
01 racism will allow tbl. mass of the 
white .orbr1l maDY reactionary 
str. ws 10 clutch at. BUI the 
deepening ecOIlOm\e crisis. a.od the 
ines,capable lon:e of the • mill 
movemeDt. will at the SlIM lime 
relis ter their ell ... 7I. 0. !be bam of 
.....,II IS. aDd the raolllle presentaliO!! 
of an allerlla tbe perspee live . 
worken ' IlIli\f"eu be buil t. 

Failure to build this unity will 
m llll in blood batht «lIlIprettden
ted sUle a od : .hilc il may 
_rtbeless eod ill the defeat 01 the 
whites . it .ill be at the COIl of the 
slau,hter of hunclRds of thousands, 
and even miWom. of ' black men. 
women. and chUdren. 

T he develop ments presently 
unfoldint ill the !abouT move_nt 
show. hooIever . tha t wi th • clear 
PlOJl amme of dema.ods the COI"l"eCI 
ronclll sions ClII be drawn by the 
.... orkina clau. • 

This p .... rnme ralll l root itself 
in the deleDCe ~ the Jhoclihond at an 
workers. Aroulld tbe struqle for a 
II&tional minimllm ... of R90 a _11.. risin, ~nc to the Ti$in, 
COIl 01 Grina. and Il"OIInd all the 
other buje dem~ of the wor1r.en 
in IlruUle. CIII be built the mISS 
Iorct: lor the overthrow of the 
apartheid realme. the destruction of 
white priwileae a.od IIIW.I oppress
ioo. I nd the locialist tn.nsfonnaliorl 
of 5Oe1ety. 
1'bII .ue b.; cM pi ' 11 I 
P 11 1$ I :1Ift et ..... ANCI 

, 
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WILLlAM FANO KHANYILE 

Befen dawn on JO JIII1W)'. 
Willi.m Flno Khanyile was murder· 
ed .Ioq with elcYoen other ANC 
members b)' the SA terror force in 
M.puto. Tbu •• life II1Icd with 
eocperiencc It. wortln,-class fil!hter 
Wit brutally smulled ~fore it could 
IIIUy flower. , 

Khlnyile: ""rAt; 10 SACTU .nd the 
ANC It I worker. Born in New 
HIIIO\'Ct In 1935, hiI father a dri.er. 
he wU OIIly able to ltudy auchoolup 
to Standard 4, MoviD( to Pieter· 
maria.\rura.' hiI finl job Wit U • 
"!eIo·borM at Edencf'le hospital, 
wbile he _tiauc.j ltudyi.., It 

Edcndale: .. hic:h 
actiYe trade 

oralniser 
Worketl' 

of"" 

Khanyile had been deeply 
;;;;;< ~ the IInIUle of lhe 

unioolll5ln the N.tal 

uniortl. who 
A;i~- ,or the litll time • 

... ass fon:. in N.taI . n... rHI 
Imnath of the ANC. KhaaJIIe oftm 
oaId , ... roIIIplel'lQ' depen Mnt on 
IQ baR la the IlUoN. 

AI Secnt.ry of the R.ilw.y 
Union. he b.ttled for hi,her .. ages 
·.nd mediu l .ervinl for tM worketl . 
He ,,'U also actiYeIy invotved in 
SACT1J ', lnterventioD in support 01 
Iuothct worltel1' strilti", aalinst a 
seO-C".II by !heir union leadership. 
I1'Id In the 1961 Itrike by H. mmen· 
dale worbn aaaiMI border_1fU 
I_lion wqe$. 

These Ioc&l sttuules. I nd the 
ICti~ support 01 the SACTU 
n.atioaal U .. ·day clmp.ign. bull' 
the ANC U'!!Iass force In Natal. So 
did the campallns in which he 
assisted aaaln" the forced I.bour of 
womeo runnln, the dippinll tanks, 
and Ij:I.illlt prison I.bour on the 
pollto fltllll. 

MaritzbU!'J became • leadina: 

, 

ecftlte of the IlIy·.t.home e.11ed 011 
28 Mln:h 1960 in protest al the 
Sharpe.-i lle: maHKfe. WheQ . 'orlte .. 
It Wnton bakery .. 'ere sacked 
duri", the IlIy·.I,bome- lnd the 
boues c.rried 011 production with 
the help of.hite studcnu- Kh.nyilc 
Mlpcd oralQiK • boycott of iH 
bread. This ICCUUd the rein.tate· 
menlof the ,,'mken •• r.re ",ent in 
the hil tory of ou r 

With the ANC banned. Khanyile 
threw himself into the task of 
0I'I • .nisi1ll the trade uniortl u the 
main dclellC'e 01 the workin, class. 
For thU work he w.s con5tandy 
.rTCSted I nd fe·ancsted. He "'U 
chlriCd with m.kinll I~I C'OIlcct· 
ionI, for 'otKttuctinl ' workers 11 • 
.hoe factory and later.t. dairy . In 
addition he Ipcn l lour mon ths in 
detent ion durinl Ihe Stale 01 
Emerllency . 

Despite the , rowi", repression, 
the p.re of u tiyity of the ... orken 
.... 1 ltill quicken llll' . nd the need 
for ora.nlsation in the factories and 

. 1_llIhips undi minished. 
Soon . fter. hoooC\'er. Kha nyile 

obeyed Ihe call 01 the ANC 
leadeTship for udres 10 lea"e the 
rounlfY for ... ili tary t ... inioll. in the 
e.xpetl. tion thll he .. ould SOOn 
retu rn to hil pIa« . mon, the 
.. orken in ItruUIe . T"'l ically. he 
wu I m lted in Za ... bi. (then 
Northero Rhodesl.) when Ie .. inll the 
toUntry .nd dc:ported blck 10 SA. 

The lIut nine years of his life were 
ilpcnl in court 'ppearlnces I nd on 
Robbeo IIl. nd . No IOOflCr hid he 
served his .entence under onc chlrje 

and Men re leued. be .ore .nother 
charaf: w., Laid. A' ter beilll 'inally 
~leued he w.s then b.nned to New 
H'no¥'er 'or two years . 

By the time, Kh.nyilc', b.nnin, 
order upired in 1974, the clim.te of 
li trua:a:le hid been tr.ns 'ormed by 
the worken . nd the youth. The 
Nat.1 strik" "'ere • ynr put, and 
the seeds .. hich .... ere to erupt in 1976 
" 'ere .I rudy beinll ""'·n. 

Khlnyile w.s imprn~d "'ith the 
... pid ,rowth 01 the trade unions 
after the 1973 .trik",. M.ny 01 the 
people: he h.d kllO ... n prey;"",ly 
di5C\lued the Med to mi~e the 
fit,hting tr.di~""s of SACTU in the 
I.bour movement. As to the w.y of 
doilll thi" .cti.isH on the ,round 
like Kh. nyile hid to find the .n ..... ers 
for them",lves. 

M.ny qUe,tlons. indudin, the 
link bc t,,'een worken' orJj.ni .. tion 
. nd armed litru8JI1e ''1.inlit the st.te. 
remained unresol.ed . Kh.ny ile, 
" 01111 with de""n other comrades, 
.. 'as . m oted, lortured, .nd pl.~d 
on In ll in July 1976. His romtlOO 
",nterw;ocd to life or lonll pn§Oll 
tenns. Khlnyile: II0ne .... s 'ortunate 
in being acquitted. 

Pen.i,tilll in the slrunle: .1 t'\'cry 
"" ..... tunily. Khlnyile ,.<:Cd ble. k 
job proip«H, .nd hid no _ure 
place to liye. To bre.k out 01 IM 
C')'1'1e 01 h.raiSment. impri1iOnment, 
.nd b.nnings, he \ch tM country 

But Khanyilc could nOI be kept 
. ... y from the strua:a:lc . He "'cl. 
comed his mOlle 10 M.puto. 100 km 
'TQm the borde r. in lhe I>opc Ih. t he 
could keep clo.c: ly in touch wilh lhe 
"·,,,kers. t home. Khlnyile escaped 
the ""pre .. ors' prison in the Picter· 
mlri ttbU'l trial only to die 11 lhe 
hands 01 the .. me bnlln. 

Comrade Kh.nyile w., • cLa .. 

li,hlCT who commilted hi1i,I~if,ei~"; 
, trunle aaai ni! n.ational ; 
.nd c.pit.lism In Soulh 
was dedic.ted to buildi", 
.nd the ANC 11 the instrument. 
carryilll out these lIiks. His memory 
" 'ill be preset\'ed by Ih...., ,,'ho lake 
up these IIsks .nd CITI)' lhe m 10 
lheir conclusion. 

H .... bul K.~, .... . Comradeol 

IJ 
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As US president RtarQn ~rs from 
Ih~ bul/~ of Q _Id·~ QW!ts;n. the 
quuriO<l '~mQins- wIIert is Ammca 
loinl un<iu rlri. ';,h,.. ... nl admin;· 
slraliolt? 

-BUT RIDING FOR A FALL 
The eiedion of ex~owboy tum-ador. Ronald ReqaD, 

as PR esident of the United States reftects the crisis of the 
ruling class as well as widespread disillusionment of a 
big section, perhaps evm a majority, of the Amerlam 
misses. 

Only :>2% 01 the voters botllered 
to go to the polls- a drop from $40/. 
in 1976 and 62% in 1964. This was 
despite the fact tliat 10 million 18·21 
year olds wcre voting lor the fi ",t 
time in tile 1980 election. 

Rcagan's victOf)' shows the combi· 
nation of apathy and uncertainty 
amons the vote'" which has destroy. 
ed the ability of either of the two 
pro-capitalist parties-Republicans 
or Democrats-to build long·term 
majority coalilions. This innabiLity 
is rooled in the crisis of capitalism, 

In 1976 the American vote", 
pla",d Carter in offi"" becaUIIe he 
promilled full employment. I balan· 
""d budget, and low priC'eS. Four 
years later none of the promises had 
been fulfilled. Instead the economic 
situation had worsened-u,",mploy. 
men! al 8 million, inflalion running 
at 12.:> '7. and the governmenl 
spending far ex~dil\g what it 
received by 27.S billion dolia",. 

The new P~idenl has also come 
inlo om"" with promises-ol lax 
cuts 10 "slimulate inveslmenl". 
reductions in gO\'cmmenl interfe· 
ren"", lower inflation and a "heallhy 
vigorous growing economy" 10 
reduce une mployment. 

Bul even the capi lalisl experts 
hold OUI lillle hope for him being 
able 10 measure up 10 his lofty 
promilleS. The Econombl: (Novem· 
ber 1980) wriles ' "The odds are Ihat 

by Tebobo Phirl 

he will be judged by 19S4 10 have 
failed .. :' 11 goes on 10 speal< of 
" anolher one·lerm lailure", 

Thus eVen lhese spol<esmen 01 
Capilalism ha"e realised Ih.e inherent 
instability thal bedevils even the 
strongest capitalist "",,'er. 

To understand the crisis of 
American capitalism. it is ne«ssary 
to 1001< closely at the rille and faU 01 
lhe dollar and tllo. chansed position 
of the United Stales in the world 
economy after World War 11 . 

Bretton Woods 

The USA emerg~d ~nonnOllsly 
slrenslhened after World War 11 , 
the only real viclor among the 
capitalist power.. I t contrOlled 
nearly :;(1% of "'orld capitaliu 
produclion. 70'7. of capitatist world 
trade, and had 80'70 of the capitali5t 
world'. gold in ils vaul ts . ' 

Thus in 1944 the United States 
was able to impose the Bretton 
Woods monetary agreemenl on the 
rest of the capi talist world, The 

• dollar. its value fiIcd.t 35 dollars to 
Ih.e oz of gold. became lhe main 
CUl'1l'ncy of the world trade, It was 
on litis basis ' Ihat the American 
govemmeot was able to print 
massive' Quantities of CUl'1l'ncy that 
were not bac l<ed by gold or Ih.e real 
value of production, 

In the years alter Brellon Wood5 
the United States poured OIIt dollars 
O\'erseas I t a far greater rate than il 
was geltins back, It d id Ihis Ihrouah 
Marshall Aid, buyins and investins 

. in industries in Europe. and military 
expenditure in acting as poIi""man 
01 world imperialism. 

Dollar crisis 
As Iona as the US remained the 

major capitalist power, wi th the 
dollar the unchallenged world cur· 
re ncy, sh.e could continue wi th the 
policy of printing mOre dollan . Bul 
with the emergen« 01 West ~nna· 
ny and Japan u serious trade 
competitors of tlte American capita· 
lists, her posi tion decli ned. 

The policy 01 prinling dollars 
eventually lcd 10 the crisis 01 the 

. dollar. T he fktion could no longer 
be maintained Ihat a6 oun« of gold 
was worlh only 35·dollars. And the 
US government could not proYide 
gold for all the dollars it had printed. 

To avoid complete financtal 
collapse the US was forced to abolish 
lhe righl of holders of dollars 10 
u<.:hange them for gold. The dollar 
was devalued. Capita1illts around the 
world holding dollars rushed to cash 
them in lor oltler currencies and the 
doUan piled up as reservn in ~ 



Central B.nks. The Bretton Woods 
oyskm was Ik.d .nd buried. 

Wateraate 
The Penu., __ ·s Usl .nd «I5t1y , 

mililary adyen tures abroad. contri· 
buted he.yily 10 the "ulienilli 01 the 
Amerk.n «onOlny . nd the COft'IC' 
quent loss of stt'ttqic .nd miliu.ry 
po ... er . T he IiIrowinlil ~risis of 
Amerk.n ~Ipiu.lism .IS particular

The mlin, dau ~aQ.nOI find .n, 
policy lhal does not involye.n .It...,t 
on the wOI"killl clau. In lacl il has 
been the worti nl dau lhal has 
borne lhe bmnl of the K<Mlom;" 
nisis O\'er the Jul _&de. 

FOI" • II'C'net'ttlon .Ikr the ... r • 
~r 01 Amuic.n " 'orten enjoyed 
prosperity ,realer lhan that ...,hie>'ed 
even b, lhe middle classn in 
Eu .... Americ.n ,oods. American 
films. and American values. seemed 
to be lhe 11.$1 word in modernity. 
T he re seemed 10 be · .n endless 
supply of klevisions. can •• nd '.11 
the other tokens of .ffluence. 1.$ wdl 
as.n endles:s supply of doll.n to buy 
them. 

ly reflected in hs ove r-e~ tension in 
Vietnam. Ni~on .... 5 swept in to 
office to be able to brinl a speedy 
>'ic10f)' but had to 'lCttle for 
humiliAlilll Ikk.l. ID a bid ID 
reslore lhe morale of imperi.lism. 
Ni.lon hied to elcYak the Prnilkncy 
on the basis of .uthoriu.rian pow-ers. Ptnelty 

But he wenl too f.r. C>'en for Tlto!ic days h.>'C JOI"IC for the 
wctions 01 the mlilli ~1ass. American workers. The Wall StIWI 

The Wlklll"e hearilll' forced Jo\tmal (19. 11.79) pointed OUI that 
NiJon's rHlln.tiort . TbeK I«"re "since 1972 the re.l income 01 • 
more than a perwnal indi(:tmcnl Iypical American family has declined 
IJIlins l him: they I«"re plrt of a by 8% .• lthoullh its dollar in~ome 
process by ... hkh strategists of has increl'ICd by 66% ". T he'IC 
c.pit.1 used ConlilTCS$ and the courts figures do nol like inlo a""ounl lhe 
10 curb Ihe power of the Presidency. increa'ICS in state and cily lualion. 

The f.ilure of lhe Vietnam ... . r. so lhe real decline in liYing st.ndards 
the Wakllllle .ffair. the f.ll of the is considerably mon:o 
doll.r. lhe enere crisis. Iran. The innllion Tile 11 lhe momenl 
ele.-all spelt the Ikdine of the is gi .. en 11 12.5% but in reality it is 
post·war strelllth of US imperil' much higher . The official Consumer 
fism. Pric-e I nlk~ does nOI take into 

Since then the ",linl cl ..... has account the 1...,llhll poorer f .. mille$ 
been i'"OPilll for a Strllee .. nd a spend. f.r .re .. ler share of their 
policy for the !uNre. But the fuNre income on the faster risilll ikms like 
for the c .. piu.li" cWs is bleak. food. housilll. enel"l)" •• nd SO on. = =---,-.-

" Ewen by the 8OYemment's own 
meagre iland .. rds for 'minimum 
requirements'. pcM:rly now engulfs 
more than 25 million people. 

More th.n 8 million ... orkers 
(1.5 % of the worUorcd .. re 
unemployed in Amerka. Teroall'C' 
unemplO)'ment is 19% .. hile black 
IlnemplO)'menl is 14.,.. But 1'
figures .. Iso hilk the ulent to ... hi~h 
lhe unemployment .. If«" large 
numbers of f.mitle$. 11 is officially 
admitted. for example. Ihal "'hile 
lhe .ver.1It lewel of unemplO)'ment in 
1973 .... 5 4.9% the tou.l proportion 
of the workforee "'ho had uperien· 
ced unemployment for one or mOl'C 
speU. in thll ~ar ..... s 1'1 .2%. 

Unlike ... orkers in Eu .... Ameri· 
tan ... orkers .. re not cushi~d to any 
If"Cat ulent I-oy soci .. 1 I«"lfare. Only 
.bout hal f of the unemplo,-ed recch'e 
any Silk hcnefits .. nd Ih .. t does not 
tate into l <;"C"OUn l the mlny hidden 
unemployed .. nd underemplo,-ed . 
When;1 comes to he .. lth charges, the 
American ,,·otkers c .. n be seen 10 be 
completely at lhe mercy of the 
sharkS and parasites of Ihe private 
medic .. lsystem . 

In 1976 .... hen living standards 
"'ere • little hilher than today. 
nearly 45 million Americ .. ns " 'e re 
... ithout C'o'en b.sic hu.pilllisa.tion 
in.lur.n.ce .. nd ... hen il c .. me to major 
medic.l upenses . 80 million " 'ere 
nol insured. [I «ISI the .. verase 
f .. mily. cyen .. ilh in.uranee rooer . 
about $2 800 for the Ikli.ery 01 .. 
he .. lthy child. A .. orker needs a 

-



bank loan in Qfder IQ gel h<.>Spi tal 
tll:lIlmCnl, 

TI\o, N",'crnmenl Hulth, Educa· 
lion and Wdfall: IXpartmenl set a 
'p""erly line' for a bmily ":;Ih N 'O 

childll:n al an ioco"", <.>I S9 6(X) I 
year but in wme SllIles such :0. bmily 
"ould h.'" 10 urn less than S4 800 
a year to qualify for 'Medicare'. 
Thu. 9 million living bel ..... ' lhe 
official lXWerTy line all: not dlglbk. 
For (he ""C"""helmlng majoriTy of 
Americans, .ny seriou~ ilIhess Qf 
Imdent muns a I:'Cruin drop in 
h"ing ~Iandards Qf e\'en bankTllp!Cy. 

Military 
These bald sIaliilics .rc In 

indict_nl of "_rican capillllism's 
IRab,liTy 10 merT e"en lhe bask n«ds 
of lhe . 'orking clau. Quile clearly. 
on the basi§ of capitalism. the 
Amuican "'ork ing d Ui fl!:'C further 
!>Ivage attacks upon their livi ng 
slllndard§ a~ lhe KOIIomk problems 
of clpillllism are foisled on 10 ~ir 
bach. They ha"e had 10 p'" for the 
nisi$ unlilnow. The crisis ~linlle5 
and wh.tever Reagin promiws, he 
"'ill ha"e 10 attack the work in, dass, 
T h.iJ ... ill incrclsinjly b«ome dear. 

Unle more than 1% cwnomk 
JJVWth is expected in 1981. Pri<'n 
.. in UIooI up ano~r 12.5% and 
unempio)'menl willnol fin ~I ..... its 
currenl figure of 8 million lor ~ 

rest 01 the year , Hardly • rosy 
lor«aj t. lhe gloom and grim 
econon,jc situation lhat Rugan 
dCicribcd in lIis inaUIU,. tion 
address: "An economic .miction of 
gre., proportion" ~fronts lhe US, 
he said, 

Federal spendin, 1Ia, .Ireldy been 
pulled d ...... 'n, Dellliled cull in the 
1982 budge I ( ... hlc ll uarl~ in 
October).rc of the order of S41 400 
million , The u e 1Ia§ fallen on soci.1 
PfOtlrlmmes. Food slamp' for The 
poor .nd exlended unempio)'ment 
~nelits 10 lhose in high jobless .reu 
Ire 10 be cuI. Job crea tion schemes 
I nd training for the unemployed 
youngsters wllich .. ere I lready 
battered in the fint round 01 cuts 
.. ill lose rnOIl' . Social insllr.~ 
~nerits for the sh.Ldents ,,'iII be 
ended. 

Despi te Reagan's speeches &lorify, 
ing the 'heroes' <.>I Vietnlm. the War 
veter.n~ administration, tonl:'Cmed 
"'illI building new hospilal~, " 'il! 
ha"e 10 defer or cancel so"'" new 
hospilllls , The entire SJ47 million 
budaet of the legal sel'Y~ qency 
.. l\ieh pnwides !clal aid lor the poor. 
.. ill M abolished. The usisllnce 
wllich ill ,Iven to worken wllo 105C 
ltu:ir jobl IS a result of import 
competi tion (liuch IS the C.r workers 
n ...... l.id off !>«'Uk of the Sllcceu of 
Honda, Toyolll. and Oatsun in lhe 
US) will be cut. 

Re.,an also .. ants to cut .. elfan: 

• 

M~fits ~I ...... the .. le of inn. tion, 
so hitting .t In the unemployed. 
pensionen. the disabled , elC, He hIS 
ahudy cu t Imbul.nce and special 
e~rJCncy sel'Y;~ Ind .. ithdr ... ·n 
aid 10 ' I a m~ ducks' (unprofilable 
industries). 

Mass opposition 
' Defence' has Iftn the Ilrxcst 

peacelime budgel in the IIlstory of 
the Penl.son-U22 billion (In 
equivllent <.>I SI 000 for every US 
mln, woman and child!). This 
musi~ military expenditlrrt is to M 
on .'capons of mass destruction: 
huJC ( 17%) incre.se! in military Pl1 
and ~~fits 1<) the lop Arm1 
penonnd and Trained specialists in 
the se .... i!:'Cs; and upanding Ihe neet 
to 6(X) ship' by 1990. 

Reagln's mililllry build'up is 
linked to his hysterical.erballtlleb 
on the $oriet Union Ind thn:.ts 
1,Iinil revolulion.ry m .... e~nts in 
the coloni.1 world . 

Wllile there is little doubt That, 
under Re' j ln, US,s....iet rel.tions 
"'ill be lhe co:nlre·pic«, il must ~ 
said lhal there is no prexnl thn:aT of 
I mililllry confronlllDon bet.'ern ~ 
two 5uper'pIN-en, $oriel policy is 
nOI the l\Lndl_ntal Ihreat to US 
imperialism becauie the .w.iet 
bure.ucrac, does nOl .. an t world 
revolution , 

The im_di.te threat to US 
imperialism is the mooIution.ry 
mus m .... ements iprinaing up all 
.... er the . ·orld, It is In ~ former 
coIonill countries h ...... 'ever .. he~ lhe 
major imp.ct of Rell.n', policy .. ill 
be felt. AIIl:.dy RUlln iLl st~ngthe· 
nirtj 'tuk forces' <.>I 100 000 men 
each for use in Afrka, Cenlrll 
A_ric:., and ~ Middle East. 

Thi$ C'Onfl'Ollllltiorti$\ path WIS 
paved by Carter bUI lhe~ is :0. 

di ffe~nce .. ith Rea,an, 

Dida'onIlip • 

Carter's forei,n polic, rdied 
m.inly on political devices. IT 
included the SO-Cllled 'lIum.n rights' 
element in lhe hope of dampeninS 
the cllSS stroBile . nd the radicalis. · 
lion of the mlSS M In the colonial 
world , Reagin has Ibandoned lhe 
'humin rights' postll~ Ind opts 
open.ly for mililllry repreuion , Tltis 



us setbacks elsewhere in the world . 
Given the similarity 01 the 

reactionary .... orld outlook of Reagan 
and Pretoria , Botha ",ill be likely to 
continue ""ith his 'relormism without 
reforms' and the Reagan administr •• 
iion will no doubt applaud these 
empty 8estures as an end to 
apartheid. 

Party of labour 

lNmOftS'nI'/ott fIIQilU' rh. V-",'"Qm IOIIT, WosM",t.,." i961. us military i"I_"'/"" 
abroad -'d .,.,€f flllli" I...J III bit ~1","la ,1/ hem •. 

Reagan's policies will be ship· 
.... =ked on the rocks of the mass 
movement in the colonial world and 
the .... orking class in America itself. 
All the signs indicate that a bid by 
RUgln to turn El Sllyador into the 
Vietnam of Central America .... ould 
meet with mass opposition in the US 
far more rapidly than the Vietnam 
war itself. 

is very cielr in El Salvldor. 
Re. gan Ind many 01 his top 

Idvisers hive strongly denied that 
they Ire preparing to mike El 
Salvador into the Vietnam of the 
1980'1. Nonethelen Il plrt of the 
White House Inns lid, the military 
juntl there has received $25 million 
worth of Inns, double the previous 
ligure. Militlry Idvisers Le. US 
Army Force troopers (Glftn Berets), 
heliropters, smlll anns. etc. I re 
being poured in. 

Already ""er 30 000 .... orkers and 
p.:as.ants havemn mlssacred by the 
barbaric dictatorship. Right·wing 
telTOrists of the ORDEN patrol the 
El Salvador Stlftts and killluspected 
'subversives' " 'ith license. They are 
practically indistinguishable from 
the Army and National Guard-not 
surprisintlly as they are usually the 
same ~le. 

The pO"'ntiaJ for upJooions all 
over the world is very much I. reality. 
Ne ..... "'!! (16 March 198]), for 
eumple. writes of .. the ferment in 
Central America" and predi/:ts that 
"the other nations 01 the region are 
not dominoes, but they tOO coold 
become combat ~ones". Vankee 
meddlintl and highhandedness ",ill 
rebound against the US rulin& clllS. 

It is possible that through a 'poIice 
",tion' Reagan will temporarily 
derail I. revolution. H"",ever. it is nOt 
possible that brutality and mass 
murder will hold "'hole peoples in 
chains. Bloody, larse'Kale military 
inten'entions will lead to the burning 
of fintlers as. was the case with 

American lnten-ention in Vietnam. 
The President said =ently tlat he 

' ... 5 eonsiderillj providing arms lor 
the reactionary Moslem lundamen· 
talists in Afghanistan. And Contlress 
has had In Administration requeu 
to repeal lhe 1976 ban On arms aid to 

• the murderous thugs of UNITA 
headed by Jonas Savimbi. 

Pressure has been building up in 
Was.hington to tOUllhen up American 
policy ta..·ards Angola because of the 
continuous presence 01 Cuban troops 
there. Angola could be on the way to 
become one of the whippin& boys lor 

Nationally, lIovernment policies 
.... ill damage already hard·hit indus' 
try. not only pushintl up unemploy· 
ment but eyentullly leading to 
pressure from industrialists for 
moderation. Bul eyen a U·turn 
would bring no joy to American 
workers as different policies would 
be forthcoming from Ihi. milli", 
naires' 80vernmenl to make the 
workin& dass pay for the recession. 
hit erottomy. 

The Democratic Party could still 
be seen as an alternative by the 
"'orkin& class. especially under 

1JI"OoI<1)IfI. /WW Y<d, in lilt 19JOs. A Iralif ~II/ott Clrlanistr cv/lJ.,., dot:k..."k", 10 joi" 
lilt lUIi"". (Tltt Amtrialn ptq is displllyH baith IM $f1Nktr ])«aIlS<!" rhis \Cl" 

ffII,,;rn/ by law Q/ Q/I public mftll;",~.) 
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Kennedy whose polential as • 
capitalist .ote-clldwr is still untap· 
ped. B .. , the .. orken . 'ould rapidly 
bee""., disillusioned I. Kennedy 
also 1.,1, \0 k!lO:p IUs promises. 

Tht battles ..,..tr unemployment 
and ".jn will rai... beltn the 
A""'''''''an ,,·or .. in, d.ss the DHd fot 
• p~ of labour in the moot 
poooerlul capilalisl country-ltit' 0IllJ 
ad.anNd eap!,"111 ~BI". .. bkh 
doa _ h."c_. 

The nalion,1 (onleren~ of soci." 
lists in the US held in early 
December 1980 is • poi nter \0 1he 
..,ay evenU ,,'iIl develop in the US. 
More than 2 SOO lr~ie unionists 
,. thc~ 11 .. !la! the New York 
"tnold TribIIlM c.l~d " onc of the 
I'rant ..xi.lis! IllherintS iD tho: 
United Su,le:I in dtt.~". 10 he..
T ony Benn and olher prominent 
figures in the European labour 
m""'cmtnl_ 

Call, ... 'cre made lor lhe trlde 
unions to take the i"itlathc in 
formir\i:l m_S' labour party . 

11 is dcar Ih,t the Ictions at home 
and abroad 01 the vicious Ru ,an 
ad ministra tion .. Ill c",l te I fuou-
• ,hle !tOil upon ... ·hich an American 
Labour P.,ty .... ill 'ro .... . Tile 
de>'eLopmenl 01 • mass Labour ParI)' 
in Amem •• 'ould mark . n enormouli 
slep 1000000· • • d lor both the Amem.n 
a nd in lem.lion.1 .. orkin, class. 
ThoujJlI; t ... ouLd mosl liktLy SU-.I 011 
. -i th. relorm~1 p,,,,,, .mme. il could 
de~elop ..cry •• pidly I ..... ·.rm • 
socialist . nd • M.nisl poIitioo. 

The Amem.n ..-orken h • • e jp"C.I 
ir.di tioo1i 01 ~tru"~. In the lasl le ... 
ve.n .lm051 c>'ery section 01 . ·orken 
illS 1)«n invol-ed in Slru~~~: Sleel 
.... o rkers . rubber ... orkers . lo rry 

driven, loc.1 .ulhoril)' .... orken. and 
.., on. Bu t perlllps lhe mOSI 
.i,nilieanl of lhe strikes 01 lhe period 
wIS the mili llnl miners' . !rib 11111 
I"IIn for more than !ltrec moolhs from 

I \ln. 
e.n de\'clop with 

. as the CTUtion 01 
Or,.1tisa· 

. ho..-cd. 
~~ . .. 

millions 01 fresh .... orkers I 
lrade unions for lhe finl time . 
BeN'ccn IlIl) .nd 1\137 the member
ship 01 the Irlde unions r05C from 
1cu IlIIn ) million 10 oocr 7 million , 
chicny .. ' resull 01 CIO utiviCy. 

The «OOOmic t rim 01 lhe US 
lod.y " 'ill find adass stiUslrOnt and 
confidenl, dcipi~ lhe I""" Ic>'el 01 
orll.nisalioa. Or,.ni..,d on lhe basis 
of • loOCiall" proe •• mme. the 
enormous Ameman .... orkin' class 
would be In. poIi tion 10 deal . 'illl its 
reaction. ry rulen, 10 t. ke pD\"er and 
ma ke .n cnd 10 lhe capi l.li.1 5),li"'m. 

The Ammcan revolulion .... ou ld 
spe ll lhe cnd of im~ri.lism . 

A Sod.li., United St. I.. 01 
Ame ric. ,,'ould be. li,hlhouSol: 10 lhe 
... hole 01 hllm.nil)' . InheritillJl from 
capilllism the motl up-Io·d. le 
scientific Ind !eChnic.1 skilh "ould 
en.b~ .... orkers' pern menl in IM 
US. in co-operation ... ith fcli ...... ·" ,or· 
ken .round ,M . ·orld , 10 oocrcomc 
.n the ill1i 01 m.nkind , not only in 
Ameml. bllt inte' llIlionally. The 
Amcm.n rulin, class is i n(lp.b~ 01 
deo'clopin, 5Ocic:Cy any lunMr. The 
Americ.n ,,'orken .... ill.how the way. 

by Dma Loow 
Tod.,-. undoor mounl/n, . 11..,10 

cl ... In nisQ, lhe . , 
'" 

or,anisalions. the '~~;~ 
Labor and IM Kni,hts 01 
to I. unch IClioa lor lhe ... ,. 

",",led St.les lhen ..... 10 the 
ra pidly ooclopillj .'piu-lisl 
. The Ame ric," employers 
rulhlc~s. and the contraSI 

rich and poor . ·u stark. 
,,-orkcrs had to loil lOll, hours 

for ,Mir daily bre.d. ...hi~ IM 
" 'catthy .mused Ihems.lvu by 
smokillJl d,arettu .... pped in $100 
bills. The . ' •• llhicst 1% took I 
I~~ • • !lare 01 income Ihan the 
r ...... h~t SO". pili tote lMr. 

There 11 ..... ·th 01 
tM unions. .Lone IM 
Kni,hls 01 its 
.... mt>cnhip 10 700 000. 

emplO)'fn "'ere dclcrmiMd 10 
Ihis movement . As a resull 

union. h.d 10 fa~ lhe Yiolen~ 01 t~ 
courts, the Nllional Guard and 
p.ofessional K.b • . 

On I M.y l IS&> in ChicIID .l~ 
100 000 .. orhn ,truck lor lhe 



8-hour day. Tlltn: was ,. peaceful 
mar.:h a nd rally . But 011 Monday 3 
May the police attacked, killinl six 
pickeb. The nnl day • pea.ce ful 
protest meetina .. as held. Then a 
bomb ,ns thl'O\ll' l\ "al the police. 
probably by a police or bossn' 
pl"O>'ocateur. The authorities now 
llad the excuse lhey wanted 10 all.&~k 
lhe unions. 

Eijht workers' leaders in Chic&jo 
were charged with murder. Seven 
were sente~d to death and one 10 
15 )'1'ars. A mass prote.t movement 
developed .- including France. Il.&ly. 
Run ia. Holland a nd England. 
Under this pre .. ure two of the 
sentences were commuted to life . 
One had already died in prison. 

Everywhere the eapilalist cl .. 
lries 10 ,"'caken the movement" of !he 
workers by di-.idiRj them, Ma, Day 
is the cby of international "orking" 
ciass solidarity, and the ~apitalislS 
lear this. [n many coontries , again 
and again. lhey have tried 10 ban 
May Day demonstrations a nd rallies, 

Reformist labour leaders have 
Inw to reduce May Day to a mere 
holiday . But the workers have 
marched. and "'ill continue to do $0. 

~ spirit and traditions 01 the world 
proletariat cannOi euily be destroy
ed. Alwl)". even altu long periods 
of lull, the .... orkers Ire forced inlo 
massive strugslcs again. 

May Oay 1981 ",ill show that the 
labour mO\'emcnl is p~.rinll itself 
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African People'. Organisation and 
tile Communist Party ~alled on 
people of all races to stay away lrom 
work on 1 May and to demonslra '" 
for freedom. land and the repeal of 
the colour bars. On 26 April the 
Minister ... 1 JUlitice said strong 
meaoures "'ould be taken to counter 
these demonslrations. All meetings 
on 1 May were banned. 

On I May the police broke up 
gatllerings on the Rand. allacked 
groups of workers who defended 
lhemselves. and fired. killing 18 
Africans and wounding OVer 30. 

- INTERNATIONAL 

The committee that had orpnised 
May Day galherings declared 26 
June a day of national protest and 
mourning. It called for a seneral 
strike to commemorate the 18 who 
had lost their lives and to demon· 
strate agai nst tile passing of the 
Suppression 01 Communism Act. 

On 11 November 1881 the four 
wOTkers' leaders were hansed . One 
of them. August Spies. spoke the 
loll_inl] words before he died: 
" There will come a time when our 
silence will be mon: powerful than 
the voices you bave slrangled today." 

Followillj the heroic struules of 
the America n working cl.ss in 1886. 
I May became the traditional day of 
the international prolel.&rial. On 14 
July 1889. the 100lh anniversary of 
the French Revolution. the Socialist 
Internationa l declared ]. May as 
'Labour Day'. 

The first celebration of May Day 
took place on I May 1890. The tbTft 
main demands were: 

• for the 8·hour day; 
• lor lnternational solidarity of 
the "'ork(r:<; 
• against militarism. 
Today these demands are still as 

relevant as ever. The rollen system of 
capitalism i. ereatins m.ss un· 
employment . At the same time tbose 
with jobs ha"e to work long. hard 
hours .nd overtime is no nception . 
]n many countries the 8·bour"day bas 
never been conceded. 

In the richest as .... .;11 as' the poor 
c.pitalist countries, less and leSS 
money i1 available for bousinl]. 
schools .rid hospil.&ls. but enormous 
sums are "'asted on armaments. In 
war after w.r you ng workers are 
forced to fight and kill ca~h otller in 
the interes ts of their 'own' ruling 
class and to suppress natinnal 
liberation strugs]es. 

for the strugsles \hat lie ahead. On 
thi s d. y workers in many countries 
will rally. demonstra'" and discuss 
the tasks they lace. 

The history of the Soulh African 
workers' movement has ill; ""'n 
namples of workers' solidarity. On 
May Day 1931. lor example. black 
and " 'hite unemplO)"'d in Johannes· 
burl] marched in a demonstration to 
the Carlton Hotel and the Rand aub 
"'here they demanded food . This 
event sllO'A'ed the potential for 
"'orkers' unity across the colour bar. 
despite tbe vidou. racial divisions 
JOWn by the capil.&list da ... 

The cal! for a general strike met 
with "'ide response on 26 June . This 
day became known as Freedom Day 
and has remained a local poi~ t for 
resistance . 

26 June will alw.y. be an 
importan t 'day in the liberation 
struggle. But 1 May. whi~h has long 
been ne.lected in South Africa , 
remains the "'orkers' d.y. 

In Socllh Atriao on M.,. Day 1931, 
" en If no dnnonottrat!or,. 0<' ralllft 
an called, the worir_ can Maln to 
dlleu.. the orlp , demanck and 
importalt« of May Day, and lay the 
&round for future utlon. By dolnl to 

WORKERS' DAY 
19SO was a )'1'ar of m.jor struggles 

by tbe oppressed. Tbe Tr.n .... 1 
ANC. the Indian Consress. the 

they .. llljoIn the Im_ue batalllom 
01. the .. orld .. orld", cluo ......... 
IOIflher In actloa on that day. 



For 1~ muws 01 Namibia. the 
struUIo for poIitica] indf~ndcnce is 
a llrulll]e 10 break free from I~ 
system 01 brull] np]oilltion Ind 
oppressionwltic:b il innicted on l~m 
by t~ Soulh Afri.:an recUM. Jobs . 
land. 1Iome$. food and social se. ,ita 
are da~rately needed. freedom 
from Soulh African ru~ is an 
eliSential part of the struUIc: to 
sllisfy lbeK 1ICCd. and build a 
society in which the .... orkina peop~ 
will lllve control over I~ir OWn lives. 

Hopes lor an early end 10 the 
on"\IJ».tion of Namibia and for free 
fle clions. boweyer , WUt aaain 
das~d duriltj nqrotiations betweo:n 
SWAPO (Soulh Wesl A.dun 
l'eoplc's Org.nisalion) and I~ 
Soulh African regime ~ld in ~~a 
in January. T1Ie coIlapie of t~ IIlks 
broughl home. <IIJeo: apin. that 
lhere Is no short ni l 10 ,eQuine 
political inde~ndence and social 
libln tion. 

11 evenll ""ere determined by 
United Nations resolutions, Namibia 
would lIavc been indept:ndfnt mOf'e 
lhan 10 rean ..... In 1966 the 
International Coun 01 ' uslice decla· 
red that South Afric: .... as Illeaally 
oo:nrpyina Namibia. In 1970 and 
197 1 lhen: were Ihreo: Security 
Coundl n:lolutions ta ken deman· 
dinll ll1al South Africa n:mtlYc ill 
anny and 8t1Yernmenl from Nami. 
bia. 

It wlS e.en decided thal if South 
failed 10 withdr..... . lull 
.OO;:I~',;be implemenled. 

~: 1% 1 il ... as as if 
hJ,d never been 

'ConlKl Group' 
~rm.ny 

I "",,ti<ms 
~Iori. 

viclory and 
IIlKks on Anaola 

pro.idina huel for 

Capitalist monopolies 

T~ bn:akdown in talks .11-. the 
futility of depending on divisions 
between imperialism (Ihe Western 
'Conta(t Group') and the South 
African ruling cla.ss 10 achieoe 
indepeodence. ht ruliIY. the ·Wes· 
tern f ive' and ~toria a", cOMemed. 
... ilh defending pm:iKly lhe "me 
inle""u in Namibia-lhe capitalist 
monopoUes matina their f.bulous 
proflll from the labour of the 
Namibi.n ... orkers. 

Three moaapotles Itand OIIt Uke 
,ianll: Consolidated Diamond 
Mines (AItjI ... American Corpora· 
tion) . Tsumeb COfllOI'ation. and the 
Soulh Wesl AfricI Company. The 
,apilal asKt. of these Ihree a", 
biuer than lhe IIf'OSI national 
product of Namibia. TheJ _nl 

( by Ken Mark ) 

for some 85% of Namibia', mi~ral 
nporl$ and 60% 01 all uporu: . 

EnormouI wulth is eJpected fron:t 
Namlbia's uranium raou.rta ... lIkb 
are u.id 10 be the IarJaI III the 
world . The RUIIJ Mine, owned. 
by Rio TlII IO aboul 
.5 100 mel1'lc IOnt. .5 mOTe 

from mines 
ill soon be 

uranium 
~, 

profits are made by 
these monopolies ... hich have a 
n:lu rn on capillI of Xl% 10 40,.. . 
ThIl IlIC I M tlI.atlll about ) '"" tIN, 
pi badt la proIIlI all I...,. Iuoye 
1a • ..c.I! 

Not only fill' «nnomlo: but a1$O for 
ItnI~Jical reasons Namibia is of ,,,,11 Importance 10 lhe m.perialisl 
powers . A Namibia thal is ... rested 
from lheir "a.p ... ould Ilrite a 
breacll in I~ir domination ""er 
So!.Ilhem Africa and ellCOOrage rei 
mon: de~nnined Itruaales by the 
m.ues in South Afric:a ilK]t. On • 
... orId Kale It would till the balance 
of f~ still further .. ainll lhe 
i m ~riali!lS. addiltj 10 the series of 
K lbacks Ihey have su ffen:d ';n('t the 
hummalina de/ell 01 the United 
Stain bouflCOisic: in Vielnlm. 

All I~ facton help 10 uplaill 
the m.nocu07ft 01 the 'Western ' 
ContICl Group'. The capitalil!S of 
theM! counlriesjoinily own ..... er 70% 
of the m1nina capital Invelted in 
Namibia . Here. IS in Soulh Alrica 
an6 dsewhere. they a", yitally 
C<>Itottmed with defendill, their 
interalS ... inst the Itrua&ln 01 the 
"'OI'itin, people that batt them on 
t'YtT'l side. With each rou nd of 
~aotiations it becomes more c~ar 
tlllt aenui~ Independence in Nami· 
bia ... HI only be _ured when lhe 
. 'OI'ktrs and peasallll like cleclJlve 
acti<m in the faclories, mines and 



- farm •. 
For those " 'lto do not KC the clu. 

nature of the 'ImUI< in Namilli., 
the UN resolutions and soft talk of 
the imprria!islS seem to give a short 
and easy road 10 independence. 

In lact the .d •• n~ to indepe n. 
delle<: in Namibia is completely tied 
up with the struggle 01 the working 
mas",. in Southern Africa as a 
,,·hole. The diplomatic mano.u'''''' 
01 imprrialisl go·,ernmenlS and the 
United Nations are no more than • 
pale ,,,,nect!on of the upsurges and 
downturns In Iha! nrnggle. 

T ilt high "-ater mark of the UN 
'paprr war' against the apa"heid 
""ime. Resolution J.'IS of 1976 ...... 
reached in a period ",-hen S~to was 
bluing. when the S.xuh African 
umy had bn;n lor..w from Anllola 
and the anger of lfI'orkinll people 
.. or1d· ... ide was locussed on the 
barbaric ""ime in f'n:toria. The 
imperialists a t this time did nO! want 
to be secn supportill$ tha t "'gime tOO 
closely. 

Rewlution J85 calkd IQr the 
immediate withdrawal of the 'pari, 
heid army and official •. Free and fair 
eleclions .. ere lhon 10 M hold by !he 
United Nation •. and a lI""ernment 
formed for indel'(ndent Namibia. 

Blit "ory ,"bHql~1 reaolllllon 
and dK'llloa lakm b, lhe Uniled 
NatloM marb a relreal f.om Ihb 
position. The aparthoid "'lIime ha. 
80ne its o-.o-n ... ·ay Iov.'lrd. an 
·internal senltment', with the Tllm· 
halle constitutional di.cussions 
follov.'ed by ethnic ·eleclions·. Under 
pressure from the capilalists in lerna
tionally. UN ",lOIution. have been 
adjusted to tho tricks of the 
apITthoid reRime. 

The recent UN plaa.to implement 
Resolution 38.S show the retreat 
which has taken place: 

e They no longer call for the 
removal of the "'hole of the 
apa rtheid apparatus and allow 
1 500 lroop. to $lay on durin8 
elec lion •. 

e Tho South African Adminis
trator General ("'ho command. 
the police and orders deten tions) 
will stay on and work with the UN 
SJI"(:ial Representalive . 

e New UN resolutions lea ... OUt 
the que-stion 01 election. in Walvi. 
Bay which South Africa claim. for 
itself. 

e Even ,,·one. a Demilitari""d 
Zone is 10 M set up on the 
northorn Namibian frontier .. All 
SWAPO b_ ,,-Ill ha •• 10 mO' . 
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bark to AnllOf. or z"mbla . It 
"".m. a. though all SWAPO 
guerillas in the South are to be 
d;'armed by the United Nations 
f_. 

A dose study 01 the resolution. 
and plans of lhoe We-stern Contact 
Group , on " 'hich the January 1981 
Geneva talk. "..,re ba",d. .ho..·. 
cvc:ry kind of compronli", with the 
apartht-id rellime and no mention of 
lhe orillinal idea of 'free and bir 
elections'! 

But evc:n " 'ith thoe", concession. 
thoe apartheid reaimc is not $.I.lisficd: 
il " 'ants ml)l't safelluards. On lop of 
thi, il e"cn "'ani. the UN to prove: il'< 
'impartiality- by si.ina million. of 
Rand to tht- Namibian pupl'(l' to 
make up for lhe support whk h 
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SWAPO lets. 

Why is the South African ~lIime 
SQ stubborn even after these 
concessions ~re made? Why "'ere 
lhey so arroganc that IlIdr delegates 
in ~M"o'a couLd take time 011 '0 go 
maldnll snOW-men instead of sitting 
down 10 slop the bloodshed? 

On the one lIar.d. the South 
Africans knew that talk 01 sanctions 
was lO much 1\0\ air bec.u~ of Ihe 
support from imperialist countries. 
They knew that the new Reasan 
administration in the USA would he 
sympathdic 10 them. Moreover Ihey 
h ..... e built a formidable military 
'pp,rMus to dominate and oppress 
the pwple of Namibia. 

On the olher hand, any question 
of the withdrawal of the South 
African troops presents the imperia
lists with very serioos problems. 
Apart from a narrow la~r of whites 
the capHalists h •• e scarcely any basis 
of social support in Namibia. The 
withdrawal of the $0II1h African 
military would create a power 
vacuum which. under prnent condi
li.,"s .... ould be filled by SWAPO 
resling on its own milit ... ry forces 
and on the support of lhe mass of lhe ,.,.,. 

But an independenl N ... mibian 
state of Ihis natu~ ... ould immedia· 
tely be faced ... ith the demands of the 
masses for an end 10 lheir social 
deprivation. Such demand. could 
only be met Ihrough a fundamental 

~·al1ocation of lhe resources of the 
economy. 

lnevitlbiy, a ny step in Ihis 
di!"e<.'tion ... ould inyolve a head-on 
coUision ... ith lhe imperialists. resul· 
ling either in a defeat for the masses 
and a ·neo-coloni ... l' form of rene ... ed 
c ... pitalist domination, or in tile 
natiollialisalion of minlng. finance 
and industry and the planning of 
production in order to make J>O$sible 
a programme of real reforms. 

Eyen more dangerous to the 
imperialists are lhe dfects that .1.0 
undefeated SWAPO. s"'''''ping to 
victory in eketioru;. is likely 10 have 
on Ihe black masses in the rem ... inder 
of Southern Afric.... ThU ... ould 
create tremendous enthusiasm in lhe 
South African lowru;hips and stn:ng· 
Ihen lhe SlroKllIe of lhe ... orkers for 
simil ... r Hains in South Afric.. It 
... ould also give Both • ...,.,. headaches 
from lhe ultr.-rigbl inside and 
outside the National Party. 

Tt.. imperialists an: determined to 
/:yoid It.. dangers that ... ould arise 
from a situ ... tion of this natun:. Their 
immediate aim is 10 !lestTO)' SWAPO 
as a military force thal could form 
the basis of an altern ... tive state 
machine. AI tt.. same time they are 
trying to stn:ngthen the basis of their 
own Slate PQI'o'er in Namibia. 

TIIere is already a SW A Defence 
Force (brought into operation on 1 
Augusl 1980) and a SWA Police 
Force (brought into operation from 1 

September 1980). The Turnhalle 
AS$Cmbly is now talkinl of conscrip
tion for all younl men in Namibia. 

To lhese armed defenders of 
property and exploitation we have to 
add tile Ovamho Homeguards, 
elhnic armies. the rail .... y police. 
and other armed groups. Eyen the 
multi·nation.l companieS are storing 
guns in tile mines and factories to 
use against their ... orkers. 

On top of lhe SA Defellce Force 
and these armed b.nds rest some 16 
separ.te .uthorities ... hich make up 
lhe ·I()¥emmen!'. 

Over 316 rollaborll0r5. wilh a 
salary biD of millions, sit in the 
TumhaUe Auembly etc:. The mai n 
... chievement of this Iroup of 
incompetents. thugs and fools so far 
has been to 'abolish' the Immorality 
Act-by m.king • Ions I .... prohibi· 
tinl all sex befOll' marriagel 

The .partheid regime is ... orking 
as f.st as it cln to hand ()¥er the task 
of repression . nd murder to these 
anti-SWAPO "oU.borators; 10 turn 
lhe .n\i'i\lCri1Ia operations in lo • 
fight of black .g.inst black: Then: 
has been • big increas.e in lorture. 
detentions. attacks against Angola 
.nd kil1illj of SWAPO supporters 
... nd guerillas. 

In this ... . y the Iparlheid regime, 
supported by the imperialists, is 
tryinl to take prec.utions against the 
])O'Isibility of • fom:d wi lhd raw.l 
from Namibi.. They know th.t 
SWAPO enjoys immens.e popularity 
.nd ... ilL ... in .ny genuine elections 
they might be Iom:d tocall. But they 
are rnoI~d that. as in Zimb.bwe • 
• ny elected I()¥emment must leave 
tile ~api talist state .pp.r.tus intact 
and ~m.in, in effect. its hostage. 

[I is these imperi.list pn:UUI'CS 
which le.d to tt.. .mbiguity 01 lhe 
UN resolutions. ""hieh leave the 
Question of state power in ~ future 
independenl Namibi. very hazy. 
And now tt.. South Africans are 
insisting lhat lhe~ mllSl be constitu· 
tional talks 10 discuss federalism 
( Banlus lanism). guarantees to lhe 
... hite minority and blocking arr.n· 
gements against the m.jority. 

On this basis tt..re would be room 
for the Turnhalle puppets and the 
SWA Defence Force even under a 
future SWAPO government! 

What is the ... ay forward for the 
l"'ople 01 Namibia to genuine 
independence and social liberation? 

During 1975·76. when lhe revolu· 

-



!ionary fI~nure of the masses on 
their Icalkn ~uhed new hei.hlS, 
SWAPO ckclared i(te lf a 'unluard 
parly' and commiued i!Sc11 !O !he 
aim of a ··daHn non~.ploita!i~ 
~Iy' •. The PfOllramm~ adopted in 
Au.us! 1916 said SWAPO .. 'ould 
"ensure ttu.! an the major means 01 
rroduc!ion and u~hanse of the 
roun!ry a~ owo«1 by the pwp"''' 
and cal led lor ·'lIi~inll land to the 
liIIen". 

Unfor!unltely, in the search lor 
solutions ati:eptable !O UN diploma· 
cy. the SWAPO lealkrship has 
re!relled from these ra dical 
demands with every round 01 
""lIotiatjons, The 1976 prOSTamme 
is no lOftIer talked of as the existinll 
policy of SWAPO. 

In 19n the SWAPO leader, Sam 
Nujoma, said: ··We an: fiShtinS for 
the mus of the workers to have 
direct rontrQI (Wer the means of 
production". But In January 1981 
he told the f1nlUlda! Mall tha! 
SWAPO only ... anled 'state partici· 
pation· in industry. 

The b~akdown in the Geneva 
talh is an opportunity and challenJe 
10 SWAPO to seize the political 
initiative. 

The leadership has promised to 
step up the aueriUa strusgle and to 
camplisn for sanctions alainst 
futoria. 

But lhe i m~ria1ists h .. e sh09l'n 
they " 'i ll ne.e. implement sanctions 
if this ,,·iIl encianser Ihdr inv~t. 

rnrnlJ. Only the .. ·orken in the 
im~riallSl countries can ' take effec· 
tive boycollac!ion on the basis of the 
necessary mobilisation and orllanis.a· 
tion. 

Despite hUlle sacrifices by the 
.uerillas Ind ~asants, sucriUa 
strol8'" alone cannot dri~ lhe army 
of ~upation lrom the soil of 
Namibia onC'(' and loo- all. T he deleal 
of the SA Inny .. ·hich protects !he 
interest of monopoly clpital in 
Namibia ~qu're!i the m"",hsallon ut 
the manu around I liShlinll 
socialist pfOllramrnr. 

•• '" ... ~k 01 the SWAPO loader· 
ship is to rome lorwlrd "'ith such a 
flfOIIramme of action, taki"ll up and 
developinS the radical demands of 
tile 1916 prosrlmme, to OT8anise 
Namibian workers in the mines. 
fac!orics. compounds, larms and 
!09I'ns. 

I II ':<lnJunc!ion .. ·lIh the action of 

lucriUas in the countT)~de" the 

.round cln he prepared for a seneral 
strike, and the mninl of m., 
orlanised, ... or"~rs for MIf-defe~, 
partirullrly in the compounds, 

In this direction , ... ith the anned 
workers "'1anited arou nd a program 
for the complete destTUc~ion of 
Clpilllist poo.'er Ind the buildillJl 01. 
democratic workers' SI.te, the road 
lies open ~o senuine sel f·de termina· 
lion lor lhe people of Namibia . 

Bul such I S!TUlIlle cannot be 
confined to Namibil alone. Both', 
troops "" ill he defeated only in 
common SlTUlIlle with the po .... erful 

Suppo rters 01 I NQA BA a nd 
activists in the liberation strussJc 
may or may not tu.ve seen a hostile 
and vicious allack which a~.~d in 
the Rand Dall, Mall on 16 F~bTU'ry, 
1981 under the headins " ANC 
whites start splin!er worker IlrouP··. 

Essentially itlllesed the formation 
01 a "spHnter movement in Britain !o 
OORC'('n!rate on .... orkers and trade 
uniom". 11 .. ·en! l urther to .. y Ihal 
lhe name 01 the "new mo-.-ement"" is 
the Manist Workers· Tendency of 
the Afric.n Nltional Consrus, .nd 
added ··thoulh the lnOI'ement uses 
this title, the leadership dissociates 
;!Sclf from the ANC'. 

We summarise he~ the major 
points of the memorandum that .. ·c 
ha,.., sent to memhers and feUow. 
workers of tile Mcdia Workers 
Association of South Afric. and to 
t he South Af rican Society of 
Journalists . 

A8ainst the p re~s monopoly of the 
millionaires in Soulh Africa . 
INQABA ,tandi lor I Irtt press 
under workers' democratic control. 
This is why "'e sent our romplaint 
lIainstlhe RDM to m., trade anions 
01 1 .... nvdla .... kHW. 

INQABA ~llrds ";th contempt 
the Ittemp! a' lics , slander and 
division by the Ipartheid booMes· 
journali.m IS clearly ~nected by lhe 
RDM article. Contrary to capitalist 
naked lies: 
• 1"',":, ' D . i. the journal 01 a 
definite curnnt of thou8ht wH hin the 
ANI.:. Thl, tu.,..,nt i. the Manist 
Workers' Tendency 01 the ANC. 
olNQABA ca lls withou t apology lor 
the bulldi"ll of the ANC inside South 
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black " 'orkinS class of South Africa 
i!Sclf. The 1~1I task for tho: leaders 
01 SWAPO Ind the ANC tQ8e!her. 
and loo- every acll,ut tn , ITUIIl'" lu 
the two "",,n!ries, is to build up the 
links and put lorward !he policies. 
,tratellY Ind tactics by .. -hich unity in 
.ction ... ilI he ac~. 

Such I yictory al.inslthe SA anny 
of ~upation, would .lsoadv.n~ by 
leaps and bounds the Soulh African 
re-.-olution itself. On this road lies the 
solution 10 all the needs 01 the 
Namibian peOple, and those 01 
Southern Africa a~ a whole. 

ATTACKS 
Africa, as a miss fora: lbooe all 01 
black worktn, In thi ..... y it 
identifies and promotes I .... ..:Iua! 
buls 01 OI'Ianl ..... unlll. 11 fiShts lor 
• soci.list flfOIITlmme in the mass 
movement and stands lor the 
o-.-erthrow of the factory, mi~ , fann 
and bank owners-the road lorward 
!o the liheration 01.11 t ile oppreued, 
• Fir from needinl1 any "new 
mo-.-cment", the workers 01 South 
Africa h .. e In exiSlin. fishti"ll 
mo-<ement-. mass movement ,,'hich 
is beginnins !o pllC'(' its stamp on 
every a~t of life. INQABA fi.h .. 
lor the conscious buildins Ind 
stre"llllleni"ll 01 the le.dinS rok of 
!he worki"ll das, under the ban""r 
of the ANC. The Ma .. isl Worken· 

i and parcel of !he 
·n s!eldfastly remain so. 

emphasises that OUT 
intcrna!ional- the lessons 

drawn from Ihe SlTUIIlles of our 
brothers and sisters throulhout the 
.. -orld .. ·ill st ~nl1!hen our de!ermina · 
tion !O destroy onC'(' and lor all 
capitalism, the enemy of all lhe 
hopes and desires of our pwplc. 
• Finally, INQABA underlines that 
only socialism, meani"ll workers· 
Ikmoo;racy, cin n:place capitalism 
and bri"ll an cnd to national 
opprusion , nploilltion and pmrer-

•• 
by T, Phiri 

Coplf,s nr tile full mcmorand .. m are 
Iv . lIab le from INQA BA YA 
BASEBENZI , BM BOl 1719, 
London WC1 lXX. 



Throu&hout Southern Africa ""'oludonaries ban heen 
debatlna tbe leuons of Zinibabwe. 

A few months after tbe ZANU·ZAPU Ro¥emment came to 
power, Comrade Ollnr Tambo, ANC Prealdent, compared the 
dnelopmenlJ In Zimbabwe witb hll perspec1ln (or the future of 
South Afri!;:a: "Before they took power, the leaders bad certain 
tbrorie. of what they would do when in power. But wben tbey did 
take power, they bad to face up to certain reaUtle.. nat I. the 
way it would be In South Africa." 

Th_ condUliool need to be Itrknl.11 examined. What are tbe 
'naUtle.' faced by tbe leadership In Zimbabwe' Are they the 
ume realltle. that are f...-ed by tbe Zimbabwean malln! 

wtt.t are the tbrorie. wbl!;:b ",Ided the leadership dnrlDt: the 
. truaale, and why did th_ pro¥e Impoulble to Implement wben 
power passed Inlo tbeir bands? 

E¥ery comrade In tbe ANC need. to addreA th_ qlle.dODI, 
preeilely to I¥old similar pitf.u. confrontlna III In Soutb Africa. 

The dov.'nfall of Smith and 
Muzore .. ·, and the coming 10 p&A'er 
of the ZANU·ZAPU govemmenl 
marked a big advance for the 
Zimbab .. 'ean masses and a political 
.setback for imperialism, 

Bringing the .. 'ar to an end itself 
has lifted an enormOUS burden 01 
brutality and oppression from the 
people. School •. hospital. and shops 
have been ",.opened. families ",. 
united. and politic.l life ",awake· 

M'. 
The", ha. been • ",covery of 

economk a~tivity and a growth rate 
of 8% for the fint year after the 
devastating war period. But in 
moving beyond the immediate tasks 
of reconstruclion. the Mugabe 
government finds itself again.t a w.ll 
of limitations both politi~.1 and 
economic. 

The bitter .rmed clashes ... hich 
'erup ted around Dul.w.yo in Febru· 
IT)'. luving over 300 dead. are • 
symptom of the huge unsolved 
problems being the people 01 
Zimbabwe. 

The fi$hting betw«n ZIPRA . nd 
ZANLA former guerillas .nd units 01 
the n.tioDal .nny i. nOI simply. 
",f1e<;tion of p.rty rivalries .nd still 
less the ",suh of ethnic or 'tribal' 
differences, .s the capit.list new.· 
papers portray it. 

The mass of the ... orkers .nd 

pe .. anh in all parts 01 the 
country-ZANU and ZAPU sup· 
porlers alike-are basically 10. unltJ' 
In c.rrylng the re.olutlon forw. rd . 
They are united in w.nting to gain 
the land. jobs for all. and an end to 
the twin evils of black poverty and 
... hite privilese. 

But they a", being forced 10 bear 
Ihe conlinued burden 01 landless
ness, unemployment. depriv.tion 
and discriminllion of all kinds. Thi. 
is b«ause the coalition government 
01 the ZANU and ZAPU leaders with 
the rich landowne ... factory !>Q,;ses, 
and banke .. has mean! • com· 
promlte (lYe.' ... hlte p.hllqt, proper· 
lJ and proflu. 

[n"ead 01 real power passinll into 
the hand. of the muses, the result 
has b«n the concentration and 
manipulation of power at the top, 
amon~ the elite. Because 01 this, I 
destructive stru8Jle for mere status 
Bnd position betw«n the ZANU and 
ZAPU Ieadenhip has b«n incvit· 
able. 

In turn this has sh~ned old 
rivalries betw«n the former gueril
las. embitte",d by the immense 
sacrifices of the war and the failure 
of the government 10 brin~ .bout the 
fundamental chanKe of society that 
w •• fought for. 

As • result of hi. overwhelming 
victory at the ebxtimt., and also by 
leaning on ~ old .tate machinery 
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by Jake WlIson 

inherited from Smith. Mug.be has 
been able to steadily wukcn the hold 
01 the ZAPU leaders on government. 
Nkomo was demoted from Minister 
of Interior, .nd ZIPRA guerill •• 
were shifted from the centre of p.,..·er 
in Saliobury to Bul . ... ayo. The 
ZIPRA rebellion ban.1I the oijns of 
desper.tion as the ... luImiliations 
sank in, 

Some comrades iD the ANC have 
the idea that the unresolved pro. 
blems in Zimbab ... e .re attributable 
toZANU's victory and lhat. il ZAPU 
had gained the upper hand, the 
situation ... ould have been funda· 
mentally different. BUI thbl " _ 
lrue, 

Nkomo and the ZAPU leaders are 
equ.lly commilted to compromise 
... ith capjtalism as Mugabe .nd the 
ZANU leaden are. They are equally 
wedded to the false 'two.stagc· 
approach-"'hicb has landed the 
",volution in Zimbabwe in • cui de 
~. 

'Progressive' 

, The idea of the ·t ... o·srlge 
revolution' i. that the struggle for 
socialism belongs to. different staKe 
than the struggle for democracy. 
First, so the theory 11""". democracy 
must be consolid.ted with the 
support of the PI'Oll","sive' or 
'democratic' c.pitalists, and then in 
due course when the countf)' is 
'ready' for it the socialist tasks can 
be taken up. 

T his ..... the idea of tbe 
Mensheviks in the Russian Revolu · 
tion and it would have led 10 disa.ler 
the"' if Lenin. Trotsky and the 
BoI.heviks had not fought suece .. • 
fully .gainst it. (See paje 40) Later. 
alter the rise of Stalin. the .. me idea 
was raken up . gai n by the 
'Communist' parties as they turned 
• .... y from lenin's revolution.ry 
method. The 'r.r.'o.stage· theory has 
led to • whole number of bloody 
defeats for the masses, for eumple 
iD Spain in the 1930s and Chile in 
1973. 



TIw: ' rwo-Slajfc' idu cornpletdy 
fails 10 1tcosniM: that capitalism 
ilScll is the eno:my of democracy. TIw: 
workers and ~'lanuwant democra
cy in order to pot rid of the ""I)' 

problems that capitalism has loaded 
on their backs- poverty. homt less
ness, land hunger. a shortage of 
jobs. To tackle the ... evils mum 
p~M:ly 10 tackle capitalism-and 
thi. brinas the tnilin, masses into 
head-on collision with the rich. "'0 lO"ernmtnt can both defend 
the in~ruu of the capital;'\s and 
canyout the demallds of the people. 
That is why the ZANU-ZAPU 
pemmtnl in Zimbabwe ha$ b«n 
linable. despite ilS cnormous poJIlllar 
supporl . 10 sol..., the land question. 
10 cnd sta",ation w~. 10 provide 

• 

jobs for the llnempl~. or ~n 10 
abolish ,,'IIi~ pri.ilepo. 

Over the corni ... monlhs and ~ars 
Zimbab .. 'c . ·ill fltt a Slark choi«
either break ... it h capitalism. or 5tC 

even the democra tic contenl of the 
revolution turn inere .. i ... ly 10 land . 

The LaneaSler . HouM: a~reement 
sillned by ZA",U and ZAPU 
entrenehes ... hite political pri_ilege. 
safe ... .,ds the property of the 
capitalisu. and forbids any upropri. 
ation of the land. 11 ... as signed . 'he" 
the JIO"I'cr of lhe colonial regime had 
betn "'cakened but not brokell alld 
when there ... as a real pcasibililJ of 
South Afman intervention. 11 re· 
flccltd the inltruU of the capilalislS 
1a1 ..... Uona1ly . '110 .. an led 10 slow 
the pace of the Southern African 
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,"oIulion alld "'ere prepared 10 
brillj lhe .'IIi~ rul;.., class 10 heel 
before their ~r was smashed. 

The only allernati_t 10 Ihe 
Lancaster HouM: a,THment was a 
SlrattilY movinll beyond IIlIeriU. 
warfa re 10 the mobilisation and 
armin~ of lhe workinll masses in 
Zimbab"'t to sci~ pov.'t r in Salis· 
bill)', and 10 call on their South 
African brothers and si.lcrs 10 help 
Slop an apartheid in~rvtntion . 

This s '"'~ilY was not f .. oured hy 
the ZANU or ZAPU leaden. or by 
thc , o.trnmtnlf ... hich backed 
them. 

Oll t this does nOI mean that the 
Zimbabwun workers and pc:asanl$ 
ha"t to ICCq)llhe ~rms pf Lancaster 
House. An acti..., SlNUle is needed 



10 bri:lj lhe priYiieges of the whites 
10 an cnd. and 10 cle:ar tbe . ·ay 10 
brins lhe induslries. mines and 
'arms inlo lhe hands 01 IM working 
people. 

Capitalism (Ihe pm-lie ownership 
of the factoria, miocs. fanns and 
banks) and white priYik8'l' 1ft: bound 
up 1000elher in Zimbabwe. [I is 
the rkh whileS, the local monopolies 
and multi·nlli""a] companin. _ho 
own thes1e mtlns of production. 
Safeguarded by the LancaSler House 
agreement. tM capitalists demand 
the continuation of lbeir pri.i1eges 
in politics. eduellion, health and 
else.'here · 

A break ,.'it h "'hite privilege 
cannot comc about through lncrea· 
<;cd lid ("'ekome though Ihis "'ill be) 
buI Ihrough a break wilh lhe 
u pitalisl .~Iem ,.'hleh demand, 
lhe«e privile:ges ronlinue. f t is on Ihis 
point thal lhe "11.·,,,,lage" approach 
of the: Zi\tH).ZAI'U leadcr.;;hip has 
caused lhe I/f>"ern"",nl 10 falter . 

Ecoaomy 
l)urinll,h" ",."t few monlh. " I the 

MUllabo: """,ern",,,nt il ,. as ele:ar Ihat 
tht- ,.·o<ke,." and pu",n\> "'ould give 
il " """ lime of " ... « . But right lrom 
,he oul..,1 IM "'orkcf' in lhe 
lactoric,. mine' ~nd municipalities 
t'UI lo .... ·~ rd .!.:mand, 10 implement 
lhe promi .... " of lhe elc\:lion cam· ,,,,,,/0. 

Tht-rc ha. been the bil8"'t 
oulbrcak 01 slrikes .ioa: the Second 
World War. 11 i. thi. Iclion by the 
"·OTkers. and not the initiativc of the 
pernment. which has fOfttd up 
" ·IIIft· 

A cont inued demand abroad for 
lhe export. 01 the minina i ndustry~ 
100d. nickel. fcrrochrome and as· 
bcslos~madc il possible: lor lhe 
capitalists to make "'"'" " 'age 
~ion. after years of declino: . 
Out the upturn in the «onomy. 
which could cQntinue IhrouWh much 
Qf 1981. Qffers no prospects 01 a 
permano:nt rise in living Slandards 
lor lhe " 'orkin,l people. whatever the 
npitalists might claim. 

Already tht-re are reports that lhe 
copan,ion 01 production is encoun· 
tering limi,, : fUTlht-r development 
depends increa.ingly Qn ne ... macho 
inery and faclories. This in turn 
depends on upanding coPO'" and 
enormoo. aid 10 bring in sufficient 
loreign uchanllC tQ buy the equip· 
n\ent "",e,,",,U. 

8ccau!iC 01 lhe capi lalisl ba.i. of 
the «onom,. ocw in" C~lmenl in 
produclion is I~rwely in the hand. Qf 
lhe multi·national companies dom· 
in.ling Zimbab,,·e . Wilh these 
romp,anic!. lacinl! decli nina profits 
,,·orld·,,'ide. lhey " 'ill nol step up 
iny~"mcn t unless lhe 1!00'e rnment 
can gu~ra nlCC: high profits, low 
I~ ... tion. ~nd a ·di.<:iplincd· work. 
,~ 

The 'J "~IJ · :t.A"U pernmcnl is 
Ihu) dcp'n<lc:n l on lhe big ~,nctions
busters '" lhe pa~I~N'" TinlQ 
Zi nc. flIn glo Am.ri~an. J"hanncs · 
burl! Conso/i.laled I"'c"mcnts, and 
Iht- Geocral Minins (' <.IfponIlion~to 
de'elop the n'Ollomy. Theo.c rom· 
panics. """'lly ha..," in Soulh 
Alrica. de,nand I!" .oranleu for 
pTolits and KII"i"st na,ion"lis;ltion. 

At tht- moment tt.opc,. arc pinned 
on mi ninl ol'OflS, "'h ,~ h ''''''rea«ed 
by h2"1. in .~ I"e in Ih; 11 .... 1 hall 01 
1980. ~ut 11". upaD'''," hu not 
been based "n much i""rease in 
OUlput. ratllt : un lhe ri", in the prict 
<:tl &Old. nick,'1 and othe r n"'" on the 
,.'orld marke ' On top ,,( 11" •. l"~ 1 
don 001 Iool like a 11""" year tor 
mining expo", u the I ," '~d S 'a les 
C<.'OIlomy m,,",~'5 inlO dc.. hnc . 

All II1Csc bCIOf'S limi t :1", possibi· 
lil101 major ~Iorm> on a c.p" .. lisl 
basis "'illroul an enorm 'J\I~ stn' 8111e 
by the WQr~e~. 

While lhe 1I00emment is 80inll 
ahead .. ilh a three·ynr national 
dc>'elopmenl plan dn,.'n up by the 
Minister ." Econonti~ Plannins 
, .. ithout d,"' ·u~siQfl ... ith the .. Of ken 
and peasa,,"!. the dc:mands of the 
ma>l'e5 are box'omi"ll ;nor~ urgenl. 
Black Zimbab. 'uns ~re demanding 
iQb s fQr th~m.e 'vc. ~nd Iheir 
children. ar. cnd 'Q cheal' lanoor. 
land for .he pusanl~ . urbln 
housins. ~"d equal rouealinn lor all. 

Despitc a )~ar in oIrlC'C lhe pTCW nt 
p 'ern""'n t i. nQ ocarer IQ pultinl 
the bul~ of lhac demand, on lhe 
allCnda 01 re form •. In bcl. lhese 
a'Pi ... t;QfI~ Ire impossible 10 meel 
orithln the pttsLnl economic syslf:m. 
c-«n 11 the hi&hesl V-Ih "If:. 



The demand of'jobs lor Ill' bril1Jr.l 
th.i'out d~lrly. Todly the~ Irc O¥~r 
a milli" n ... ork~rs \I~mpl~ in 
Zimbaba·~_ .. _h:ik the lOul nllm~r 
with job. i. only abOllt OIM: million! 
Emllloym~ n 1 prosp....:u lor the youth 
arc parlku larly bleak. 

Jobsaad wqa 

In fac\, lhe demand lor full 
emp!oym~nt cln on ly be n,et il the 
clpiuli" .y.tem is ,.,placed by a 
.. !aM id «0"0111]. N.,..here ia 1he 
.. 'oriel . IIOt nen in [he ridle$' 
C'O\Intries. u n clpi lalism p'OI"ide 
~noullh jobs lor the workers. 

The same appliel 10 the work~rs' 
demand 'or In elld to che .. p labwr. 
In :nponK 10 the strik" lhe 
minimum . '&se levtls I";" down by 
the ptrnment ha,~ been slillhtly 
increawd. BUI ~Ven ia the urban 
centres Zimbaba-tln ... orkers are slill 
tlrnin§ .... SCI 'ar bdow the pcwe. ty 
li~. From the ~a.n"ina oIl98llhe 
mi nim um .. ~ pcr _1& lor 
indumy ~nd commerce is ZS70 
(R85): 'or mincn ZSS8(R70) laclltd. 
.. ~lllllltll. kW,a'lille domestic 
and agriculfUral worktrs are 10 be 
paid ZS3O(RJ6). 

Mllaabe has com mitted his 
~mll\f:nt to raiw "'&In I~ 
ZS I2S (lU.5!)-i lSelf ." aby>mllly 
I"", ltv~1. But IIow can even th is ~ 
&Chit-I-~ under clpi'-lism in Zimb. 
ab"'e? 
Empl~ .. faced .. ith t .n the 

rdati vt ly sm.1I incre.ses in " 'SCI SO 
far announced ha.'t dismissed many 
"orke ... uyina they ClnDOt IIIQrd to 
conli nu~ employing them. There is 
now lalk 01 the 'refug« prob ltm ' of 
dismiss.ed " 'orkeTJ. Tbis s"""'s lhe 
rOllennus of upi ta lism whkh 
pushes ,,-orkers OUt of "'ork as woa 
... there i • • n i!\Cre • .., in "'SCI
.. hile lhow who rem.in in employ_ 
menl have to work harder. 

lud 

In Zimblb,,-e. as else ... here in 
Southern Africa. the land question is 
of crucial imporlllnce. 

Ollrinll colonial T\l1e the .. hitc 
farmers took the finest land. dri.inll 
the Af""an. inlo I<K'llIed '"ilnl 
IT\lst" arel •. 9.5% ol lhe m.ize sold 10 
lhe mark~lins board is p""'uced on 

land owned by capitali'l farme .. and 
romp.nin. At the ume lim~ . .. hile 
1'- ~aun .. hunl'1'r for land. la rge 
tracu of .. hile·owned land are not 
... ·orktd. 

Under the Lancutcr Hou.., Airec· 
men l nen oacant I, nd of lhe .. hileS 
clnnot be exproprilted-il has to be 
boullht . And 10 do thi,. lilt 
pernmcn t has 10 BO ~88inll to lhe 
illl~rialist P""~rs fOf" m .. si~ aidl 
Furthermore. It the rettnt Zimcord 
aid conference . MUllabe's Minister 
of Economic Planni ns and Oe~lop· 
ment made il c~ar that he has no 
""ish to buy OUI ... hile capit.lists ... ho 
.re ICIUllly cnSa,ed in farm ins . 

NO! surprisingly. the pl"OC'eiS o. 
lIi_i ng land 10 lhe ~lsanH is /lOi ns 
ahead al a p.infully slow Plce and 
threatens to srind to I hi lt . This ha. 
led many ~Isanu 10 mO\'e onto 
un .. orked • .. hile· Ilnd and .tlke 
their clai lllS . t ven IhouSh lhey are 
thrtltencd .. ilh police ac lion. 

The um~ lack of P"'llrnli is 
shown in hoo.inK 'or the "Of"ken. In 
Salisbury. prices in lhe 5(1~ct 
suburb. a..., reachins • premium .. 
the ~"·Iy·enricbtd bureaucralic .nd 
business la)'~rs and embassy sla lfs 
loo~ for accommodation at the 
',,-hite'-or ralher bourgeois-level. 
BU I in lhe same ci ly the~ hI! betn a 
Ih~rp drop in the buildinK 01 
low·wst housing . The .... oll~n popu· 
IlIion of lhe l""'mhips must fend .... 
them'ICI>-es in pondokk ies. 

I. il not possible. as k the .. orkers. 
for the so>emment to do more by 
increasing s~nding on educltion. 
roads. rai""-a)"l and housinS. and so 
studily im[lTo>e the condition, of 
the ml<,;est E.'~ry demand for thIS 
by the "'orke TJ mUll be s\lpporled. 
But ... ~ mUSI be clear lhat lhe..., 
cannot in 'act ~ lastinll reforms 

unde r capitalism-a nd certai nly 
stcp·by·sttp reforms cannOI leld to 
..ocialism. 

Under capitalism bia ",elfare 
JP" ndinll ltads 10 risinS prices . PI. n, 
can be malk for social relorm. but 
t~ bump up Aili nst the ...,alil)' 
thll profils for the clpitali ... hue to 
be mai nt.ined. The clpilalisl s)"Itcm 
is in .. orld .wlde crisis_lillle Srowth; 
risi nS prices; and Il'1'neral dtdi~ in 
profilability. 

Thi . has already betn di~o>~red 
by lhe Zimb .. ~"'tln IO"Crnmenl . Bill 
,p~ndinll on Iht mililary Ind 
educal ion is already I"ooucinll tile 
problem 01 risinS prices .. hic h Ire 
Up...:led to 80 up 1.5% or mOft lhis 
yrar. T he p'emmcnt i. nOW ",,"lnl 
back s~nding 10 brinS the.., prices 
d",,·n. This hllled to lhe increlse ia 
lhe price of b...,ad .. hich has broullhl 
bittcr complaints from lhe .. ork~rs. 
Again. ao>c rnment .~ndi ns Ind 
eronomk uparu;ion is beinS dtlibt
ra lrly skwo~ in In Itltmpl to C1.lrb 
innation. 

The limits of ",form unlkr 
capitalism in Zimb.b,,'~ I..., becom· 
ins '''''Y clear. Whe n the prnent 
eronomic upturn has spenl itself and 
inflation hi .. al Ihe i mpcw~rished 
" orkina class. the bankT\lptcy of 
clpiulism ,,-ill ~ more and mOft 
undt .. tood by S"""'nS numbers of 
.. ork~rs and youth. 

By foil_ins I policy of pit«mcal 
refOlll\s uaderclpilllism. M ..... ~ is 
'orced 10Cln on the .. 'orke rs to • ... ·ork 
harder and obse .... e SlriCI di~ip lint 
.nd scll·rontrol· .. hile rdusi", 10 
tlke mealu," .... il\'lt the capilllists 
in indullry and 011 the llnd. The 
slT\lggle lor · i~oci. l i.m· becomes 
reduced 10 pie ... 'or ·1ocaJisati(lQ·_ 
tha t is. tha l the IIIl1lti·natiort.als 
should oiler shares to Zimbabwuns 



" 
and !k>"dop what they call "a rul 
paflncrship(!) bch."«n mana",,~nl 
and the ,"'OI'ken". 

Work;n, under the di"'ipli"" of 
capitalism, the ZANU·ZAPU p
ernmeRI iI now n:vi~inl the Indust. 
rial Conciliation Act (prerioody 
enf~d by Smith) 10 ,ive further 
pooo.er 10 lhe RCli. t ... of Trick 
Unions 10 iott'C ,11 Irade: unions 10 
register. In the SlIme way the !\e"oO' 

, tfade union l.KxIy 5<:1 up by the 
Minister 01 Labour. Ihe Zimbab,,'C 
Congreu of Trade Union.. hu 
ap~.kd \0 "'orken ,,0\ 10 lake 
s trike IClloR. "Each time " 'C d"""n 
tool.", • zcru k ader told the 
,,'o rke ... " .. (' are ruining the 
economy 01 OU r CO\Intry , " 

BUI Zimbab. 'c does not)'CI belong 
10 1/", .. ort;n, propk •• '00 produce 
all in .. tallh. TIw:: capitalists (local, 
Soulh African. and ooersc •• ). still 
,kc Ihis wulth-and th l. I. 

<lIppG.cd 10 n:praenl fbe na llon.al 
'nl('lftl! ]t is the dema nds of the 
worke .. and peasanlS for an end to 
poverty wBies, for the take·ovu 01 
~he land, and all the o~her need. 01 
~~ malise, which rep~n~ ~~ ~fUe 
na~ionll In ~eTUI . And to promo~e 
~his nalional inleresl the ,,'orktrs 
need the un lel1e..w riahl 10 oraanise 
and slrike aaain" Ihdr upk>iters. 

As the gOl'ernmenl relreats ""lOll' 
the task! 01 political and social 
liberation. the " 'orkers "'ilI have 10 
fighllor socialill poIicin nol only in 
the trade unions. bul also and 
especially in ZAl'IU and lAPU 
"'here lhe rank and file i. gro"'illj 
increasingly impalient. 

A soda list programme could unile 
the ranks 01 lAl'IU and ZAPU, and 
sol.e lhe problems 01 the people 
through the na tionalisation 01 the 
banb, big industries .nd farms and 
the d;'tribulion of land 10 the 
peasants. 

I)c,sperale talk of going 'back 10 
lhe bush' and suicid.1 "tions by 
seclions of the former guerillu. like 
the ZI PRA revoll in February. 
cannol prcwide a .... y forwlrd lor the 
workins people. They c.n only divide 
the masses in the face 01 the ruling 
cl .... 

In flcl the February events 
"lUally sl renglhened the hind of 
conservative, undemocralic forces in 
lhe eoonlry. The postpOnemenl 
indefini~ly of local ele<.:tions in 
Sula .... yo is only I smaU indicalor of 
this. . 

More important il lhe facltbat lhe 
&ovcmment ,ained the opportunity 
( .. ith widespread supporO 10 disarm 
mOSt of the remainin, ZANLA .nd 
ZI PRA ~rillu-_thin, ;1 had 
nol been able: 1060 be'''"' . Also. lor 
lhe lirsl time Ioince in4ependence, 
units of the ltale army " 'ere brought 
inlo aclion and In~d .Slill$l blact 
limbab"nns in revol t. 

While reinforttd wilh thousand. 
of former ,uerill. lighters, the army 
is still slalled by many of the same 
ollkers ... ho previously tarried out 
lhe bulchery 01 the m.SKS on behalf 
of Smith I nd Walls. These fillh 
OI"'nly glQl.led that lhey ""ere once 
again able: to sl .... ,hta 'goob' , 

The failure of the ZANU·ZAPU 
l!O"ernment to dismanlle the c.pi tal· 
i" stlte machine rncans Ihat il is 
once again being sl"'"llhened, TIle 
('OIIw/idation of the mililary .s an 
:arrncd ,,",,'er OI"er an unarmed 
people repruents • mighlY .. 'capon 
of capitalism and I huee dalljer for 
the fulu.., "fUules of the limbab· 
,,'ean "'orken and peasants , 

[t "'ill be vital in the nnt period to 
win (n'er the: rank ·and·lile soldiers 01 
lhe army 10 the idea of ~arr)'i ng lhe 
..,.'oIUlion Ihroollh to iOCialist con· 
clusiont. Fur Ibi, reason, 100. lhe 
re>oolulionary " ,i.i,ts in ZANU and 
ZAPU need to unile tbeir OOI'n 
ellor" . 

It i. tbdr C(lmmon demand th.al 
lhe gOl'ernrnenl of Mugabe and 
Nkomo must fnd imrncdiately the 
COiIlilion ... ilh capitalism I nd ... hite 
pri.ilfee. Bul rncrely 10 raise lhe 
demand will nOI he enough. 

The worters' organisalions need 
to be built independently of lhoe state 
and the influence of privileeed 
d •• set. Workers' unily musl he the 
rallying cry, And the basis I.". 
... ·inning lhe support of the peasant 
ma.set and inIdiers for "tion 
.,aiMI lhe capitalisl clus. 

Unks need 10 be made ,,-ilh 
re>oolution.ries in South Africa
especially . 'ith cadres of the ANC 
and SACTU and ... ilh aCli.ists in the 
trade unions-IO ensure muimum 
support of the SA workillj class 
&fIaill$l any new threat &fIlinsl 
Zimbab .. 'e Irom P..,tori. , 

Alons this patb the revolu lion in 
ZimblblOoe, lor "'hleb 30 000 bllet 
people have iiven lhelr lives, can be 
carried fO""ard 10 victory, .nd the 
dominltion of the landlordt And 
capitalists finally ~hrown. 

e 
The union for uncmpl~ .... or· 

kers .... hich the South Afric.n Allied 
Workers Union (SAA WU) is plan· 
ning 10 establish mlrksan important 
milestone In the development of the 
workers' moocment in South Africa. 

This union Is 10 be lormed, 
according 10 Thoumile Gqweta, the 
nation.l OfJaniJer of SAAWU, in 
resporue 10 the "sJ'tematic victimi· 
sation of . ·orIters bJ emplojers in the 
Eas, London area" . Since July lut 
ye.r 600-100 .... orters in the are. 
have been dismissoMl lor dema.ndin, 
union recognition or pension ",htl. 

The bones t rJ 10 use Ihe 
unempl~ as bl"kmaiJ IlIumt 
employed .... orkers. "We know it is 
p .. 1 of the short·term stratellY of 
employers \0 use lhe unemployed 
workers against Ihe employed wor· 
kers 10 curb the po.rer of the trade 
union mOl'erncnl ," Gq"'eta said. 

If organised effecti~ly on a 
nation.lleveland linked closely with 
lhe ItrU-Uies of lhe workers in the 
esisti", uniOM, the unempJo,"ed 
.. orkers· union rould herald I great 
step forward for lhe .... orking dus. 

Capilll.lism depends on Je1unll 
... orker asainn .... orker ; youn, 
&fIainsl old, rncn "lill$l women, 
white lIIain'l black, Bu\ mOSI of all 
it depends on setting lhe two llreat 
armies of lahour-the empl~d and 
the THel'\'e army of unemployed
.gaiMt each other. The queue of 
unempl~d I1 the factory sate is tbe 
lII0I1 potent strike-breakln, ",'upon 
11 the dispoAl of lhe Clpitalists. 

The ,,",,'f r of the employers to 
replace a «NI\plele lactory of nrikers 
...ilh lhe unempl~ standin,.t the 
gate ;1 enn greater lhan the gum 
and prifOns 01 lhe rqime. This is 
.. hat makes the unemployed .. 'or· 
kers' union such sodal dynamite in 
the hands of the "'orkers' movemenl. 

The tast nl tbe unemployed union 
is 10 keep vic timised .. nrkers witbin 
the union mooemenl and to ,....,ruil 
all jnbleu ... orkers , 

The union m(Wcrncnl must , of 
eoone, mooe heaven and earth 10 get 
victimised workers reill$tated, if 1101 
in the same factory theD in aootber 



Unemployed! 

job. Trade unionists inside the 
. flU;tories should insist that . onJ.r 

memben 01. I,Il1ioll shoilld be taken 
00. 

T he \lnemployed union should 
train IIe"tIo' workers and youth in the 
'talllin, traditlolll of the labour 
mcwement; in lhis work the mtimi· 
sed "Often willllave a leading put. 
DUrinll • strike the unempl~d 
union memben can help ensure llIal 
no scabs hang . round the lites 
.. aiting 10 replace the strikers. 

The unemployed as a wllole must 
be rallied around <km.nds 01: 

• jobs lor aU; 
• ... honer working week and 
.. ork·sharing withoulloss of pay: 

• .... n unrestricted unemployment 
benefit DO leu than I livillj .. age; 

• mUlive social spen<!ing on 
useful public works (housing. 
tnnsport, schools. hospitals, 
se ... enoge. ..,]~tricity. irrigation. 
le~hones etc.) 

• indcpo:ndent trade unions. 

, 

T he Bothl regime and the 
capitaUslsysum it defends will lifht 
bitterly against these demands whkh 
are to the workers so reasonable. 

For the unemployed ... nion to be 
b ... ilt on I nltionll basis it is 
nteeSSI/')' that support romes from 
wOI'"ken in III existing uni0115, even 
those whoJe lelden mly not wlnt to 
get involved, A ~Impaign should be 
started In tbe fac10ne. to expllin the 

' idel and win the s"'Ppol't of III 
independent tl'ade ... nions fOl' this 
h ... Rt' wk, 

Thit gn:lt new development in ~ 
union movement, Ilong with the 
Ilmost ",verish pace at which ~ 
bll~k worken have fonned Ind 
floode d the independent trade 
... nions, Pl'OYes that the South 
Afncan .... ork ing dass is part of tbe 
internltioul working cllU. 
Througbout the .... orld worken are 
orllanising to defend themselves 
.. ainst Ittacks on their living 
standlrds and against the capitf,.list 
regimes. 

It also confirms that ~ South 
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African working class will dra .... 
~ol ... tionary conclusions at I rlpid 
pace once they move into action. 
Clpitalism in South Alri~a hIS 
.lways been boond up with the 
ronquest of the African people and a 
modem police state oppres.sillfl the 
black .... orken. The road whicb tbe 
worken have to trlVcl to Irrive It the 
ronclusion that clpitalism is It the 
root 01 all their problems has been a 
relltively short one. 

[n South Africa the trade ... nions 
m ... " eitheT. become =ol ... tionary or 
ulti mately be destroyed. The inde
pendent unions need to take up the 
burning demands 01 the worken 
whleh tin only be met with the 
overthrow of capitalism and the 
replacement of a workers' democ:ra_ 
tic state. 

In the stormy period which lies 
ahead, the worken m ... st he tho
roughly preplred for Both.'s 'Total 
Strategy' by preparing a PI"OllTlmme 
of 10lal re.iot.na:. The unemployed 
union is pari of the worken' shield, 

. ~:::-:===--~-:------:;:;::::=.=::;:=::::::::===\ 
INQABA YA BASEBENZI appun qllarterly. Po.tal ... bocrIpt~ ForlbcomlDI .rUcln ID 

for rmte ... fttl&de South Africa can be on.red from the followllll INQABA wW lDcludel 
addnu, BM Box 1119, Londo" WCIN lXX. 

S~,*rlpdo.ll .... , lIdlld'" pwlqe, for", ... """ 
Afm £1-40 [ab ,11 £6.80). 
Brltat.. NOd Eorope £3.2(1, 
Rett of w ....... £3.20 [alnIWI £7-90). 

Cbequ. or pwb t orde .. paya"to INQABA YA BASEBENZJ "'"Id 
a«omplUl)' Ill! orde .... 

• The wblte worku aDd the 
natloJUl question 
• Detente or world re,.,.. 

lutloa! 
• Moumblque 
• LM'OIIS of CbUe 



'J"he Ublrall, .I .. a,. 1 ..... 1'0<101, On •• lnl .... Iee to tbe 
.. orkt .. and 10Ulh In lit ..... ha .. a Ionl beet! 1'1lq 10 
Id ... IO_lho.e ·unp""",dkftI· dfcf"d ... of './utIk'e' In 
Soulh At"" • • tbe Jud~ and .... llslr.teo . .. pardlano 
of our rll hl.. Two .... 01 """rt _ -iD help .. 
unchnl.nd Ihla poInl of ..... IIOOrI de.rb'. 

On " M.""', RIdlard M ..... wll (..... 20) .... 
R nl.n<:ftI to dfc.lh for raplol ... ·1111. OUrR. 

A f_ da,. befo~, Lleulen.nt C .. p ..... Both., • 
whll' 'rm, om~r. will R nt. nm ror lhootlnl .nd 
Idlllnl' fOIoured child pl&Jlnl b, tbe.1de of tbe road . 
Both., oul .. llh ilia m.leo for • drh., h ... dedcIM to 
h ••• _ ' fu .. ' .hoollol .1 chlldrftl. H. Idlled _ and 
• • Iowsl, .. ounded anodw ... 

Botha w .. _1.1tCfd 10 15 ' ""' Imp"""'",",I, b .. , 
(_ douhl In .. le.- of ........ ""h palriol~ qu.oolllw.J will 
probabl, onl, Rn. , ... . 

We ranool Mlp IUIpmln, lhal • ",oolu'lonuy 
Irlb .. nal •• lec1ed b, lbe orpnl .... mua moo,menl, 
would IIH'la 0111 different IrealllH'nl 10 Bolh •• nd his 
like- and also 10 lhe M ..... wU. who .re okllmt and 
prod .. CII of lbe brulalb[nl ,Kilt cspUallo.t .,,,,m. 

B"I It w(KI1d do IhJa after nnl paWn. Rnl ....... on lbe 
crlmln'" Jud~ and .... r\IIt .. leo of ap.rtheld . 

~A .kI....,. for prI .. l ... alth. Uf.'. JOIn. 10 bI flUl 
... b . . .. " Money wllhoul thame Is [n." Tbe " mUllon"'_ 
.,.hl",""-Ihll la how lbe " N_ ... eek" delcrlbeo lbe 
con.Iome,.11on 01 ",hl·wln. bul[...... u"",Uoeo, 
mliltuy IIH'n .nd acacWfnQ whom R .... o .... 
appointed to olflre. 

But ..... lhe blUloDal_ and multl.mlUlonaIfft who 
no ....... lhe R., .. blklll ParIJ dlstlnplsh bet ..... thdr 
0WlI1 .... ftP'!!!O,.U.eoandlto..poIitidua .. homdwy 
_.d)' buJ to ....... thdr Inlereoll. 

Senator J_ H.I.... .. lhe nnl kind, R ... an the 
",t ...... (HeI_, b,lhe .. ." "10 I ... on lbe rlabll .... 1 he 
thlnlu RMpn ', cablDel are • lefl·wlol Ibrnl 10 
America'. lord.n poIkJ [nltfftU!) . 

A R.,ulHkao blue-blood, Helmt "Ill Onanced ID lhe 
ekctlou 10 lhe ho .... 0113 mllU ; o. BI, b.nlu like C .... 
Mubattan, the Amukan HMk, aIM 1 .... IUeo .udI .. 
the RocUftUer. od V.rt bUll. lueUtd hJa camp ..... . 

A 
RONA 

H. I .... h .. penonal tGnlrol OO'er a pboot bank with. 
lSO 000 comp .. tt,1Itd malUq U" "to b"·b .... _ 
conlH'C'llonl". 

R ...... , fOO' whal he' l w ...... , w .. boaabll. a ...... S4 
million .. ID N.rtion alfIl. Cotp I .. don Republlcaal. 

'J"he loplc of dl..,u .. lon .... " _I.al.f Islam" and lhe 
fuluN 01 J ......... m. It onb' cotl Iwo mlWon doll ... 10 
.. .. 01'- 001 muth when lhe ....,.".,. co ..... from the 
.... at .nd loll oIlbe .. orktn. 
42.1"'m~ Ic.den of All. Md Africa, klnp. I .. lt ..... 

pfftldomll and emln, _ID Talf, a IR .. U tOWII 10 S.udl 
Arabia, SO mU n f..ao Mf('n., lhat .. ",d ~P-III IpoC 
lhat iiiOIOI M .... I ............ ott .. RI: t,eo _ . Follow .... 
lhe Ilmple lire of MoI:anuncd, , ..... ploul .. sdlU _ 
.. nder lhe _I dlfflrull conditio ... . 

T,II Will con.erted Inlo • bw:tllnl metropolis for the 
~llIlon . equipped .. ith I1I .... 'n .".lIte communkatlon 
.yll.m. A 1pft1'1 hotel Will bulll , nd to keep I ..... 
h .. mblel.nllemen In 0011111')' ~ ......... ot - I.e. <!I'lNud 
from ,he fOftdltlono of lhe ordinary worbn- 41 paI_ 
w...., trft'Ied, _ for _h. A ..... h cenf.h ...... _In! 

W .. also buUt , biuer and _ lu .... 1I "" equipped 
lhan the UN Genua! A"IlnbI,J b .. lldl ... . 

Afler arrl.al. che.p « Itm"", tooll place. Each plolll 
leader Will drl .. n 10 MKft ID ... OWII tptdaIIJ. 
pureh ..... Mtocedn 600 Ion • ..ch .... llmlKQ1 ..... EadI 
.. ore the white Clolh, the t,adlllonal d..- .. om 10 
demo ... I .. t.l .... t ",11 Mu.n .... '"' eqll ..... ln the boute 01 
God. 

Well MiliUm .. o,bn. IOU IN all " equ.al". We all 
could afford lhe S50 million enll'llllH fee 10 .n ..... I'" .Iorioa. """'ue,,"! 

The law of z.knl ( - P"""" Iq) la an .bnl"ta 
fallu", 10 pN .... 1 .. Nhll from _mulall ... ID a I .... 
h.ndt. The purpoH bHlnd Ihk ,bomlnable .... le of 
m_, Will 10 ""Ioe pi .... 10 .... wllb lhe ,pp roach"" 
Mrthqu.b of m_ uphe ... illI . Wherlthe 10I1e" ID I ..... 
co .. nt.1et: rlR, In.,. will d .. mp Ihtoe we.lthJ' paralleo 
wllh theb ·.plrll ..... lam· Into the R' of abD.loo. Wllh 
power and the meaN of production In the ha. of I'" 
pnduc ... , It. wOO'b .. , dwy .. Ill .., the 'OIInd.1kII» of 
pandlM _ In lbe ~, 1:0001 011 earth . 



The uncusilll vibrant I~oath 
and unshUen determination of the 
black youth _tlDeDI an: " rlmis-

by Ashrar Fortuin 

takeable Ioitm, totether -.l\h the world, edUoCllion has ah'lrs ~n I 
• .,e-irupirin.t black wonen' 11I~ tool servillj the in~rut of the 
!DCDI, that the fOin u of racialist minority who control the ' .clones. 
domination and unhindered benn' mines. ' .rnu, un;"enities. Ind who 
IeITOf has Mill" 10 enck. control the ltate app.rat\ls. 

Wrapped in the entire uperience InitiaUy in the hands 01 oettler 
01 cOnqllell. the rise and arowth of missionaries , education " 'S handed 
... ked .. hilt national and capitalist over 10 the ",hite South African 
dktalonhip. the black )'QU\h move- rulina din. This white bosses' 
menl aroJc with all the scln suffered dictato rship qu ieltly developed 
by the ~menl lor dlss Ind eduution 10 suit the needs of 
nlticmal. Libcratioa. unobst ructed p rofit -makina and 

Black school I lId Itllden! youth, ... ci.list oppression. 
III ulII;OIItroIlablc and IfUdaillj: At the ~n~ of their ')'litem of 
bJ·prodUoCI 01 eapitalisl uploitation , superior edUCltioa for whites Ind 
nperie llllCd and eontinue 10 exper- inferior or no education for blacks. 
ientt, toeether with their parents, a .... as rooled. riaht from the start, 
romistent nlthIns poIky of inten· their whok unch.ana:ed internt and 
sWed racial baassklp and capitalist COlItinllill&: intention i.e. 10 prod...,. 

:...uploitatiOll_botII:..in.;lbI: r.cialist j. wlIK I W.k ala •• wbo wOllId _ 
schools and in the txases' factories. rile iIbo'ot lbe ABC of Nh"n: .,... 
mines. kllclums. and f.rms. Since who would 11111 tbe 'prabel' of btla. 
conquest. this has been their pOlicy. uplol!ed da,la and 6aI 0111 . 

The process of perfectina:' n.e philosophy of !heir ~duca tion. 
complete n:a:irncntalion of black in black IS weU as white schools. is 10 
workers . !he system of cheap ].bour suC'Cftd in produdll&: the mISter O¥er 
!hroua:h influx control. the pass se ...... nt ·n:].tionship' . ... hich in the 
system .nd miarant II.bour- found factories and mines and on the farms 
their counterpart in the , n:Jimen· is openly upheld by the no]a:a, 
talion of rKWist education; all 1"11 domination of the man..,ment .nd 
la tbe deI-'aed he ' t , of wWM I ;;.,;;; ~men , 
b 77 ' ocp'iil n'.d •• , WIItn tbe bl H\ worker .,... be 

Bloody' minded and eonfidcnl of ftn:d and focw"'ltJ' .pllled 10 lbe 
their ~r and oIoIencc. aymbollicd ..-...... , or 'lIIptll In . dl lbe .,."k 
by lhe spiril of the p]lItelalld in the Ih •• nl or , .. pO 1I .. lhl ••• ', alMlud, 
police and military. !be bosoes I .. ~ed 10 torpOi al ,..11"'_1, 
tl'ansfonmd the mass of blacks inlo upeUed or ImpltnllTd. 
cheap labour and preparation for .u '''~ ,~ ctO ' I. ,ne mo,,_ ' . 
cheap labour. Bul this did nOI meet kitchenl . and on the farm s, the 
without the tradition of unlggle dictatorship of the boIiloeS is repn:. 
lIjainst conquest, 

In South Africa. as arwnd !be 
senled by m.nr.aement. fon:lIKn and 
lorewomen 01' the mlesies wbo an: 

supported by the labour bureauI, 
the pus off_ and !be unn:srricted 
power of the police, 

The txases' apartheid state is 
represented in tilt school by the 
principal. he.dtc:ach.en Ind inspecl· 
ors. who elrry OUI the instr\lctions of 
aovemmen. policy. . 

Wc IhU not tGft tlnllC In be lbe 
o:ino<mll of o:onqlltlt 11 the flItraace 
11.11>0 3""' p.on .. l 

Enlp'inS in 1973, .nd sub· 
sequent]y immenlOe!Y i~nKthened 
by the ~iclory of the ~olutionl in 
AnSn]. . Mocambique . .nd 
Glli~. ·BiSSlU . the black worken of 
Nlta] demonstra~ their stn:nalh 
. nd .nnounced to the boIises: 
' t"UulDunl. UlfMdlld .. !' ('M ... 11 
.... bIll hk .,tril 11 alhel,) 

Thnc strikes started the decade of 
the most brilliant nlOional . nd d.ss 
stflllUlles of the workinK da~, and 
youth, 

ArisinS frnm unde, the bloody 
heellof baaskap the workers rai""d 
the batt le cry ... hic h .... 1 liken up 
with the areatal exertion of the wHl 
to str\lggle I nd s.a~rifice by the 
reDew«. youth mn.ement in the 
S-eto Uprilill$l of 1976, 

C.uSh. hetween lhe pi'l'lCeU 01 
bellinS past dek.ts. IInttnain of its 
confide~ Ind lutill&: the slnn,lh 
of past npericnce. tilt you th 
~men. found the COl O«t p.th 
under I storm of bullets, the 
hammer blows of baton charyes. and 
the bnltality of mass imprisonment 

Respondina: to the c.U of their 
couraa:eoul chi ldren. the workin, 
d ... i clme out in two aenera! strikes. 
IIstins three days on each occasion. 
in which SOO 000 to 700 000 
worken p.rticip.ted. 
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It Is ..-ithoul dwbl 0IIl1 on the 

basil of the uperienoe Illld w:ri~ 
of Sowelo 1916, and the c:oafidenee 
in the Itrenalh 01 their ,workint dass 
p.~n ll, that the OfJanised mau 
OO)cottllU,rtc<I ill the Cape in 1980. 
f~ Sow_ to &In RJrler • 

... ouown of __ UpEllcaN .... 

bee .. buUt. 
Started by the unrestricted power 

of the reprnenu.tlyes of the • .nallst 
education, fuelled by the Kif-same 
naked hatml for reforms in the 
fllUn: educational 'J$tem by the 
aplftheid naIl'; the or,llIind 
boyron m~ment of the INdents 
struck. blow for the entire b1.&ck 
mass movement. 

Wltl!. OI'Ien'red dltdpU_ ... d III 
vnchil.ancl.11II of IMIr OWl! Hmlt· .tIG.... lbe C.~ I Khoo* boJ'eott 
tmaedlolbemWYI ETlofthm.1oo 
COIllroltIM-w-rJofpraJ .. " 1 • 
tIIdr p."u .... doe nrbn. 

United In I.lId OUI of $O:booI. 
united In.!Id out of the ,aetor)'; the 
mass mO'l'cmenl has consciously 
reached hei,hls whose li,olll 
p.r.Jyse the .pines of the Iparthtld ""'_. 

Rcaehlna into the furthest.:omen 
of South Afric., from the Cape 10 
Wi~k, the boycott mO\'elnCllt 
of students lod worke rs has 
demonstnted with certainty that the 
boun ean be defeated . 

Throu,h the boycott consciOUI 
mobiliurion was stJ"eDathened by 
united active solid.ri ty wi th the 
work~n. This .. u strikinlly shown 
in the meal .. orkers· strike .nd Ihe 
Pntl Eliubelh mOlor .. orkers' 
strikt:t. 

From belna • bo1<'ott centred on 
the unmel grie'f.nces of 1976 the 

boycott rnumed its character &5 • 

political and toci.aI sll'\lp, sup· 
partina bus ~ts tnd strilr.t:t 
throulboul the country. 

The Commiltee of 81 ~e.1ed the 
poorer or orl.nlJea mass demOl:l'aq 
In struU\e, relyin, on the strelllth 
.nd p.rticipation of the muses, the 
,uidance .nd .. IIIInlness In 
u-"rifice. 

The boyron remains. l.ndm.rk 
of mus uroules in 1980. This spiri l 
of forward m_menl has been 
c.rried illlo 1981. 

T. q_ aB at'IJl'\M III tbe bo~ 
(M., 19110), 'W. wtU ... I: Vi be 
fai1lld 0111 ... rhpp _ of 
I_hor, W. ""' Ph;' cd to _b 
IKrin«l. It .. not now or 1ft'erda, 
w. taR &boIII, bUll_now.' 

This piel'CllIj spirit and un· 
defe.ted .. ill 10 continue 10 struUIe 
.,aiml the ~ntire syllem of a.ational 
oppression and bosseS' npJoilatioa 
is .. hal is mo.t f~ared b)' the Botlw 
.nd Oppenheimen. 

1I demonstrl!t:t the dir..:tion 01 
lhe black youth. 11 .]so .n_oees 
lhe view the youth hold of their 
sll'\lule. 

TbtU .tnP .. Iba etruuJe wllk 
the blad< workIDc et.., ucI MC 
nutalcle lbe wcwkia& rt... 

The black youth mooemellt has 
~n tered ]98] determined 10 continue 
10 OI1.nise lhe nelWOru 01 you th 
OI1.niu-tions wllicll ha~ arisen 
IlIroulhoul the country. The youth 
movemenl hu re.lised thl! its 
semi·underground OI'I.niu-tions c.n 
only sunrive if these OIl.nisations 
.re linked 10 the OIl.niu-tions 01 the 
worken. 

Despite the b.nnilljt, harassmeM 
.nd .rrests of youth Ie.den throup· 

• 

OUlthe country. despite the new La .. , 
01 eompubory so-called educ.tioa 10 
punisll the entire black workilll du, 
. nd the youth. the youth moorcmenl 
continues 10 strike deep OfI.n· 
iu-tional roots. 

Bal Ihk call ..., ...,..... wklll 
.1,unll"l 10 build • M.nlll 
PI'Ol ..... _ 10 O'f~rthrow the Ix: III 
wlllIllIIlIIed .. orken' led hip. 

The ,truUIe lor ,enuiDe m.1I 
uni!)' is .Ione .nd the same time lhe 
struUIe lor the Marxisl pr"ll"mme 
. nd workilll dUI leadenhip. The 
twO C'lInO! be sepatalled. I.lRwUe 
the urenath of • ulli\led youth 

ooIy lhroulh 
of thole who 

h.ve. Ilrip on m.chlne, d.y 
in .nd day OUI. 

The Mlnlill p ..... mme is 1101 • 
selof intellectual ideas poose sed by 
!hose wl\o ha", bad the pririlep 10 
attend hltb $('hooI 01' ulli~ly . I1 b 
the experience of all wortiq clan 
IlJUUIes , based on • ..:ieDIiRc 
method of undentaodin.a the role of 
!he work 1nl c]l$$ln IibeTltina Itself. 

Black youth wiU only re.llse fully 
!he tr.dltions of ]976 .nd 1980 
,b.Oolll CODldoUI 0'1 ... 1111100 
.. 111110 IIIe wOlkl.1 cl... . la 
pr~p ••• tla .. for fOlar. 1I.lIln , 
., .. rd l1li .rJ4111e f •• Manitt 



~ B1M:k ConKioumcss M~· 
men! ~tarto:d U a mOl'emenl of 
radical nation.list ronfl'OllUDoo. It 
~ OU1 01 the soil of undisauisoed 
national oppression, the foundation 
• nd IO\IIa of dlt.p l.booJr. 

With the ilniliri, slo&'o " Black 
PoIo"er", the student youth from the 
bu~h~kies "'ere upre .. in, the: 
beginnings 01. movement "'hich wu 
set \0 oppose nuional and racialist 
dominali<m tOl.lly. 

The BeM .nd bllck coDsciou!Onns 
itself has not .riKn on • diu;nc! 
ideo\osy. The nationalism of "Black 
p()VI'er" is essentially the upTHSlon 
of an undf:"clopfii dus ronsciotls
"","s, whj.,h Cln only h •• 'c ,usumcd 
IM form il tlu taken in the BCM 
b«.use of Hit absentt 01 an 
independent "'orkinll...:llu leader
ship . .. ilb ill 001"0 ma .. programme. 
The BeM ,"'IS the eruption of th.~ 
hidden _okano of dan ronlCious· 
ness, beneath the iron heel of while 
busst,p. 

Power 

Howt"'eT. mobilisation for bLack 
unity can only be consciously rulised 
by lhoe poooer 01 black workers in the 
1":1""';0:3, mina, and on the farms. 
n..e BCM .... been d .. w" at by I 
mqlRt towINb tM _rm 01 iu 
llrell(lh, tM worki", cl ..... 

llIe gro..-th and limitations of the 
HCM are reflected in the yanery of 
in or~anisatlon': the ~trug/jles 01 
tile SRC. of the urly 1970's in the 
bush ·~olle,es: .the lormation ()I 
SASO. NAYO, Ind SASM, BPe. 
SCP, and BAWU : then. with the 
ma,nillC(nt uprisina in Sovoeto in 
197&, the larmation of the ori,inal 

Commiltee of Ten: ."d follo.:in, on 
this the appearance of PESCO and 
othe r community or,anisations: 
AZA PO, AZASO, Ind COSAS; the 
OflIanisations of the man boyrotU 
throuaOOu t 1980; and the rapid 
'l"O"'·th of SAA WU. • 

All these. tOllelher ... ilh the 
unsuCCHliful .ttempts to crush lhe 
mo,'ement on October 19 1977. 
impose on the He M the question: 

fllber Ipart from the rltlnl tide of 
the workl n, d.... mo.ement . Or 
o ... nloed UnM' hi b.n .... r for tbe 
total o"erlhrow of natlon.1 domina_ 
tion and nphalltm. 

The HeM leaders c."oot success
fully create OlJlnlsatian.1 "ruNum 
of .ny v.l\>C apln from or ItJo,-e the 
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m.ss mowement of the )'1)Uth and the 
worken. Yet OI",lnisation in the 
mus mowement incrnsinaly ..,. 
quires a ek •• identillcation of the 
tuks 01 the strutlle. and I ~Ie 
programme for unity in action . 

The unity of the HeM is 
impossible outside or the m ... 
mo>'ement: lhe unily or the mas5 
mo>'ement Clnnot be ""mp!eted 
withoul • prOllrlmme for smashing 
the Clpitalist stlte and for taking 
ow'er the flctories, minn and fa.ms 
inlO the hands or the "'orkins class. 

The open turning of the mass of 
the youth to the bllck . ·orken' 
lnO\'ement in 1980 h ••• bo • .-n the 
ans"-e. to an Ihat has plaaucd I!M: 
SCM, Bein, chielly a mOW'ement that 



hIS mobilised thl: youth . thl: hl:roic 
traditions of the BCM tan only be 
maintaiMd. Ind its divisions Ind 
.. caknessa can only be ~l'<"Ome. by 
ronsciously mol_i ng to . tOlggle on 
the basis 01 a work inll ·clau pro· 
gramme lor the destruction 01 
capi talism. 

T1M: cSe.-elopillJl .tOlUies within 
thl: BCM O\'et" thl: question 01 

me.... • 1Odet, ruled tftroup 
.. ork~· «ill" •• }. 

T1M: $101"", lor cllrity .. ill not 
stop It the past tWO ron fen:nces. JU$I 

as the up .. ard thOl" of the worken· 
mO>'emenl ha. ig nited the search for 
clear Ins,,·en to the tash 01 our 
...,,·oI ut ion. SO its continued I ....... ard 
~ment ... ill help prodlOtt the 
Dl'ttiSI'1' cI. rity among those who 

How to organise mass armed 
self-defence against the police? 

Marll5m pre<:;Kly ariK lrom efforts 
01 lhe yout h 10 clarily the .. ay 
lo,... .. d. 

T1M: w nlc...,ncet of the BCM 01 
Aunll in April 1980. in nile. and 01 
AZAPO in Jlnull} 1981. horn 
demonstr.le the ~IY. and wide 
ac«ptln« 01 the n«d. lor the 
cSe.-tiopmcnt of a Mlndu pro
gr. mme. 80Ih .... nlc...,nca. undn 
dlUerent condlllono. I ho .. tbat 
aoria1llm " the onl, ... , forward for 
the blKk opp. Imd. 

lM ,,·takness of both conftnncn. 
howe-er. turned on the question 01 
which cl.ss .. ilI conlrol the new st.te 
and build socialist sociely. AnOlher 
un...,~.cd question WIS whe ther 
nltionalism. under South Alricln 
conditions. is opposed 10 MI l"li, m? 

These quntions will only be lully 
understood if .. "c Ire conicloos of the 
IlJk conlronting the m.D 01 the 
oppressed. Ihe black .... orkillJl cia ... 
T1M: .. orking class dou not contrast 
its opposition to white buukap to 
ridoin, "al f lOOhtr 01 the mllre 
Iyslem 01 thlt b .... klp. Le. the 
che.p Il bour or ... ~ system of the 
.. hi le bouts· capitllism. 

Workers' democracy 

Tbe 0.1, pewer that IOW ....... h 
boG " 11' ruJe .. t .... power of the lIatt 
In t .... ha ..... of In undtfuttd bloock 
.. orkln, clua. n.at ..... IM the 
dkt.tonhlp of the worklna rlau Oyer 
the M m ...... Ihtlr ... pponen. 11 

hue nolhing (0 lose by dlllwin, the 
C<JfnCt conclusions_ the ","orkillJl 
cllS' )'OUth. 

for the BCM. how armed struggle 
c.n be li nked ,,; th the mov~mcnt of 
the mMSeS hall become I centrll 
qUC'llion in the recenl ~riod . 

Armed Slrugalt: is no ""'" qUC'ltion 
to lhe bl. ck oppr"nled. The un· 
, haken cert ainty Ihll no other 
I ltem.ti . e can completely sma. b the 
bru tl l machine 01 bosses· .... nquest 
h.u ~n a life· ...... rce of mass 
~ndurance . • 

After 1976. the youlh Ind the BCM 
" 'ere dtcisi~1y thrown onto the path 
01 strategy. How to overthrow the 
Iparlheid capitalist state. with whit 
10 ""!'l.ce it. with .... hom? 

T he litte r-with .. hom?-.... u 
,","'ered for the youth in 1916 with 
the [hlft ,e-nera/ "rikes by thrir 
Plrents . the .. orkers. 

T1M: failure 01 the Ie.de~p o' the 
ANC . nd lAc PAC in !he SlYs and 
fJO"s _All undeniably ~.Ied lor the 
you th and the BCM in 1976. The 
armed ft rllaale had not bM' 
prep.red .monlJlt tilt m_. the 
power of m ... o .. an_tlon lOa not 
....tIed on. The youlh by the lhouund 
""c..., lorced into nile. 

for the RCM and the youth . eaile 
h. s offe...,d no ~lOtion to !he 
question of .rmed struggle. 

Trainin, . necesury to armed 
lIruggl~. 01 itse lf resol~d nolhin, . 
The .partheid st'le ...,mlined. The 
misses were sur,in . ......... rd .nd 
buildi ... their unity in the trlde 
union and community StruIBIes 
1,I inSI the "aveoOWner boun. 

N ...... as before. Ik.pi le it not 
bein, rlised by the uile leadershi"" . 
the question has opened up with all 
its lull ness amon, the youlh: 

How to link lhe JlrulBle l&aiMI 
the Illt~ "; Ih the massn o' ,,'ork~rs 
in their struuln for ,enuine unioas. 
llIainsl renl increases. lor bette\" 
housin8? 

H..... 10 link it .... ith the new 
comm unily or,.niutions in the 
I ..... ·nshi"". with the new youth 
or,anisations? 

How 10 organise mass armed 
self·lklence I&aimt the police? 

In lhorl. whal Prtlilllmmc is 
~ded 10 mO¥C the muses of the 
opPre:lsed tow.rds Ihe successlul 
armed uprisi ng . .... ho will I rm them. 
. nd how? 

f or the mUi mooement. !he 
ans"'~rc.nnol be the simple lormula 
01 the JUG only. 



The ans,,'cr is not to be found in 
merely repeating the dust and blood 
of late surprises such as 1976: 
"".~", are the gunsr'. 

The answer is a clear and definite 
need to turn towards the enormous 
task of p",paring-under workers' 
leadersh.ip. ""ith a' socialist pro· 
gramme-the difficult and most 
dl:cisive period of the actual mass 
armed uprising against the bosses' 
state. 

This cannot be p",pa",d apart 
from tbe movement of tbe masses. 
Nor can armed actions by groups or 
individuals be us.ed to ef.e<:troc:ute the 
masses into struggle. The mass 
armed struggle can only be success· 
ful with !be full and conscious 
leadership of the workers· organi.a· 
tions, ",ady for the g",atest sacri· 
fices. 

<ballenge 

In the BCM, Ihe chal[enlle is the 
Sl",nuous struggle for the socialist 
pTOJlramme. as this can be !be only 
lIuide to the tasks and experiences 01 
the youth and the ,"'orkers. The 
impatience of the individual or of 
frustrated heroes is no substitute for 
!be mau armed struggle leadinll to 
the violent liberation of the people 
from lbe bosses' chains of profit . 
privileJIC, and wlJIe slavery, 

For the BCM leadership !be 
growth of Marxism amongst the 
youth poses a number of questions. 
The most central of these has been 
whether the privileged and rabidly 
racist white "'orker is in actual fact a 
worker. 

No dll'lbt , the white worker I. the 
Immediate tool and the lut IftOn of 
whlt t bcmtI' ""le. of the built'" 
lIalt". 

Poli t ically the white "'orker, 
through JlCnerations of privilege and, 
essentially, Afnkaner nationalism, 
has been transformed into the whip 
in the white bosses' hand. Who can 
alllue Igllnll thl. ttlllltJ! 

But, true as this is, the answer to 
the task of the black "'orkers' 
movement in relation to the "'hite 
worker is not found in the useless 
formul.: "All blacks .re workers 
and 1he white worker is a capitalist". 
The "'hite workers are uploited 
sellers of labour vo",er, e'en though 
their labour !)Own 11 exploited on 
5lgnlflelnlr, beller lernu than that 
of their bl..,k brothe .. Ind .lIlen, 

The white "'orker question cannot 
be answe",d in the BCM unlal lbot 
RCM I, prepared to answer the 
question of what t!Mo mll,/or 1 .. "-' of 
lhe m_ ~olutlon Ire, The fear of 
anS"'erinll Ihe question 01 the "'hite 
worker is the fear 01 decisively 
rnolYing that capitalism and the 
state must be totally dest~d, and 
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workers' demOl'TlCY . nd sociali5m 
triumphantly take il$ place. 

Unlike the wllite bosses, the mau 
movement of the black oppressed 
hIS no interest in loading the guns of 
capitaHsm, For the mass mo.ement 
the while worker ;s a section of tite 
whole working class which must be 
wrenched out of the armoury of the 
white bosses to weaken radically the 
firepower of white baasskap. 

Only tbot o.erwhelmln, mla.ht and 
power, In aftlon, of the ORGA· 
N1SEO blftk worken' mo.elMnl 
non ae!tk.e thll. 

The mass of the bl.ck workcf'$ and 
youth have no doubts on this 
question. Apllrlheld and the .. hlle 
boG Ites' alate mUll he tom up by the _u. 

Not aniiwering the white worker 
question an;! not heing ~rt.in of 
.. ·!tether capitalism should he de· 
stro~d opens up the mass movement 
\0 the an:h.capitalists like Oppen· 
hcimer and Su~man and opponunist 
black middle·dass dementi li ke Or 
Motlana and Bishop Desmond Tutu. 

'Reforming' capitalism and apart· 
held can only become a question 
when the tasks of the mau workers' 
movement are misunderstood, 

Self-determination 

Nationalism ofleTS no solu tion on 
its (Wo'n. Rather it lIighlighlS the 
necessity to destroy the foundations 
which obstruct its true mission. Le. 
genuine national self·delerminltion. 
This can only be implemented when 
the workers hue destTO)'td the 
apartheid state of the Oppenheimers 
.nd have taken over the mines , 
banb, factories, and farms. 

The "'hite worker cannot defend 
all of these witllOut defending also 
lhe domination of the Both.'s and 
Oppenhtimers. The task of lhe black 
"'orkers' movement is to de.troy !be 
ability of lhe ruling dUll to use this 
potential vicious 1001 of the while 
,,·orh. again.t the total overthrow of 
apartheid and capitalism by the 
mass movement of the black 
oppressed. 

The danger in not answering these 
questions raises the possibility that 
the BCM will be t>edevilled by the 
I pparent radicalism of bllck middle 
dan figu",s , The true interests of 
the majQrity of the middle cia .. un 



only ~ seTV~d by Ih~ ~alkl'$hip of 
I~ ... ork~n' mo>'em~nt .... ilh lhe aim 
of sociatism. 

JUSI as the HeM .. i Ll have 10 
ckarty rnoIy~ ils ~Iarionship with 
the .... Ofken· move~nt in onkr 10 , 
mOl~ ()I"OI'ard , so tOO it .... iII h .. e to 
rnoIve its ~Iationship .. ;'h lhe 
ANC. This is beca"~ ·,he bluk 
.. orking elUI, lkmanding the pat· 
est mau unity in ,he life ·or·death 
Slruggl~ againsl the stale, ,,-ill find 
nO ~al aitcrnat;"e but 10 raUy their 
forces '~'her unlkr 1111: banner of 
IM: ANC, 

In ,he coming yurs. the ANC ,,'ill 
mon and mon lkYelop inside South 
AtTica on mu! foundations. as lhe 
pwplc: them~lvc:s lake up lhe tuk of 
bulldlnl a nd tramf_l ... Congrn'i 
for the revolution , ThK prottSS .. ill 

, nen a mi,ht1 prenure on all the 
~Kistin, OI1anisations. local and 
nalional , to dra .. 10000'ards the ANC. 

The ~nilion of Ihis likelihood 
h.s already raised sharply lhe 
queslion of the ANC in meelin8s and 
confe~ncn of lhe BCM. Certain of 

lhe Black Consciousness ~adenhlp 
in ui~, includillj some of lhe 
founlkl'$ of lhe movt:menl, have 
hurriedly toM over 10 the ANC-bul 
merely IlCekin, bu~aucntic posi l· 
ions for Ihem$C:lva and without 
rondlKri ... any principled stru-ggle 
for revolutionary policies. 

Rejected 

An opport unisl approu ll 10 lhe 
question of the · ANC is firmly 
reject~d by mOll of lhe BCM youth. 
Where does the answer lor them lie? 

It cannOllic in keepin, their backs 
turned 10 the ANC-at ~lSt nOI the 
ANC as it .ill grow on the basis of 
the ' clus movt:~nl in the 

11oe. wer 
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~:::~:-::;':ud of I'd t.k:~..: ,-_tnlent to 

in this "'Iy can lhe militant 
i of the BCM, maintained 

in the fisMlng spirit of lhe youth, ~ 
brou,h, to full pOI'~r in the mus 
movt:mtnl. 

Only in this .ar can ..-roll, 
poIicits 01 the ANC kllkrsltip ~ 
succasfully (Ombatltd, 

Piayinl around ";tll ideas 01 
·uniri..,' Ylrious or.anisations at the 
top in so-cal~d ' Patriotic Uniltd 
Fronu.' is no ans"~r to the dnire 01 
the masses for jltnuine IIIIlIJ la 
accion , This unity will only ari~ on 
the basis of the organisa tion 01 the 
workers and you lh around a 
pl'Oflramme to OI'tI"throw every fact t 
of national oppreuion and capitalisl 
uploilation~a iOCi.list p ..... nmme 
lhit .. ill Itayt no p<lIoSibililJ lor the 
dnire lor 8tnuine 1C1I-dtltrmination 
10 ~ uled as a ythiclt that will dfi.-e 
across the sacriflCft of the masst:l. 
onIr 10 .nite • new- group 0I1:oOIsts. 
black as .... tU as .. hilt . 

AU energies must ~ bound 
together for this future transform· 
ation, All else ",ill be ~re si,nposts 
to l.iJu~, frustration, and e_totual 
demoralisation, 
Fono'anllo maN "hlllt InlUiiKt»n 

.. the fruit of m .. lUll" u.def, 
wornn' ludlrohlp! 

hOd the ANC AI • __ .p.h,'· 
.... wltllta ne'l"t Jr .... _! 

Counter
poison 
for 
Apartheid 
propaganda 

Delr Comrades, , 
PerhaPi rou know lhit apatthtid 

jltlJ important support from the 
rilhlln Betiium. Not only the openlJ 
lascist JfOUP1. bul alto leading 
IlItrn~n of all bourjltOis parties 
support the Soulh African system. 
From time to rime members: of 
Parti.~n t 10 on ~:rpeMiw ..wts to 
South AtTic. (all fret). Whto they 

' C(llDt back they !tU the ' boutiCois 
pta$ .hal a peradise South ·AtTic. 
i$, 

last yea r in Osltnde, a lascist 
OfJIanii.ation ellled 'The Friends of 
South Alrka' was acctpltd into the 
Cultu ral Council . All the ri,ht.wiD.JI 
,roups, as .. 'tll IS lhe Communist 
Party (1), .ottd in I .. our 01 
&«tptinl them as a membtr. The 
CP . rllled that, as lkmocnts. we 
should support the IIftdom 01 
sp E ' hol~tr)bodr. Yttilisuacily 
!hest lascists who .lIadl anti·apan· 
hrid activitits and liJht lor the 
destruction 01 the •• bour movement 
as a wholt , 

ICsclt.r Ihal.lol 01 young ptop~ 
here are lookina fOf" counttr·poison 
to the big strum of propa,anda 
i .. ucd by the Soulh Afric.n embassy 
a nd thtir Bell ian supporters . 
INQABA .... ill help U$ a lot ~, We 
wish yO\I all lhe hesl for your 
work-sUCCt;ls! 

Yours comr.dtly. 

Man isl paptr for 
movt~nl in Belgium. 

••••••••••••• , 
R 11 d IS In 500111 Af.w. who ha~t 

_ 10 eopyl ... fadllt", and who 
can do 10 wltbout too IIftt • "'k • 
aft • ....., to reprod_ 11th Jo-maI 
!ad dmdete 11. 

••••••••••••• 
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FROM A GHANAIAN COMRADE 

" Primarily, and abolte all, the 
people must Itnow the VUth-they 
must know who &l;tually wield Stlite 
~r:' Lenin on SIOIIallll . 

That is why the birth of lNQABA 
as .. searchlijhl and theoretical 
joumallor the toci.list revolution in 
Africa must be wckomed by all 
wc1tUsts throughout the Conti~n l 

The: impact of its appearance 
amOll(1t revolutionins in Chall.l hu 
demonstrated the thinlol the people 
for worthy revolutionary joumah. 

C1&u antqooism is shatpeninJ in 
Ghana, due 10 the inlbill!)' of 
regimes put and present to take 
society forward, The workina class is 
.... &kcnina to its historical aspira
tiOllli , which an: now beill,8 channel· 
ed Into numerous 1truaJe$ aaaiDsl 
the ~OQial ltate IllId the 
pelty-bouraelZl 100000mmrlll of the 
Peoples National Party (PNP). 

The Ghanaian working class has 
gone throu,1'l1 period of painful and 
sustained ItruU1e which Is Ai old •• 
the country ilKlf, This has beel1.S0. 
due to the diffCll'nl forms 01 
capila/ist rule that the pe:ople h.o.~ 
Hperiennd. Nltrumall's IIIOtionalist 
regimo: . despite its ralk of socialism. 
was unable 10 make any concrete 
cbnge in the position of the working 
cia",. The "me wcaklle$$ has been· 
pal·sed on to all the reaima that 
folloftoed Nkrumah. 

Both the riabt·wina miliwy coup 
aaahut Nkrumab in 1966 and the 
'left' to\Ip of 1972 .. aillSt Or Bu,ia', 
boul")leOil COIUe""ali,m demonstra· 
ted tbe inability 01 the Gllanaian 
petty bourgeoisie to ovel"tOme the 
criIe$ In an KW.Omy dominated by 
imperialism. and showed the bank
rup tcy 01 tapitalism to offer any 
lolulionl to the ewer· mounting 
problems confrontina the to\Intl)'. 

The religion · of profit 
Whom a HOjXDI atItI olf Ita old 

tcaIos, It .uti remaln. a #,dlr 
repttle. 

Suddenly. ·kalli.·. ·stollie·, and 
·roolie· .... orkers have b«ome " Hu· 
man Beinas .. ·i th Soul$··. Thi. i. 
.. ·b t the bourgeois poUtical scoun· 
drel . John Vorster. ·di5oCO"ered · 
abou l the: blatk ... orken hefore he 
.... s u t ked by his tapitatist muters 
from olli~ of both premiership and 
presidency. 

Reliaion. in general and particu
larly ... ith its fabe Inumptions of 
"Souls"locked up in a human-booir, 
is the spiritual .. ·upon used br the 
tapit.tJists .gainst the: ... orkpeople 
Every day. workmen . nd ... ork· 
women. i t is ha mme.ed into 
you. heads by the capitaliS! religious 
captains tltat you r lot here in this 
world ili irndeemable eJcepl in the 
hereafter world to come. All this 
kind of talk, "'·orkpeople. il capitll· 
list justification for sending you. 
pre ..... ture!y. to rOUT aravn by 
means of the painful whip w..PO"erty 
to which you are constanilY': ·in a 
criminal manM •. subjected. 
n. truth. hoo<ever. is that all that 

'OJIll1bawe, .... «kpeople. is your 

labour·power which you sell to the 
capitlllists. From you r labour·pooo·er. 
exploited by the capitalis ts in facto
ries. miMs. farm s elc .• the capi ta
lists make their riches. 

In tbe process of the Uploitlltion 
of)'OUr l.r.bour·pooo·u . the capitalists 
dehumanise you, .. ·orkpeople_ You 
beina: dehu ma nised, il ~annot. 
there fore. be true that you have got 
"Souls·· for you are no human 
beings, but a class 01 people so 
... retched thal even your being 
dl:icrihed as " people·'. IS ·· human 
heinas'·. Is said only for prop .. anda 
purpovs. 

All that you hIVe is you r 
l.r.bour·p""·er upon which the c.pita· 
lists crimin.lly build thei r "'·caUh. 
And more important . but sad. you 
art: the produl.'t:rs of oo;:;al ",·ellth 
from which you benefit nnthi", but 
misery as it is the rule of the 
capitalists to ply for )'OUt labour· 
power the lOOl·est .... ges only to k«p 
you r "lOuls·· inlact for the nut 
round of the exploitation of you r 
labour-pooo·cr. 

T. Sobhoia 

, 

The PNp·s budget of 19B()..8 1 
clearly confirms the attempt by tile 
Ghanaian exploitin" cla~$ to corn · 
plete tile damage 10 IIIe ,,·orke~ Ind 
the pOOr. and duh their aspirations 
of raising their standards of living 
.. ·hich have n!mained static sintt 
1966. 

It has fuelled lhe already explosi.e 
In nation. erodin~ tbe rt:al income of 
lOOI··paid "·OTters .. ·hile it has 
maximised the proliu of big 
bu.iMSS. It subsidised the education 
of the childrt:n 0 1 the bourgeoisie 
"'ithout COllCt:m for the dependa nts 
of the ... ·Ofkin~ clan and the pOOr. 

Wi th such an explosive siluation 
already brt:"'·i",. the PNP g",·ern· 
men t .. -ent on "",ord ",·ith sacking 
I 000 state emplil)"Cn for "riking 
for better conditionl and I fi.ing 
"' .• ge. 

Nc.ertheless , the writina: is on the 
...all for the PNP thl t the mijht and 
rapid radicalisation of tbe Ghanaian 
.. ·orkina: class ",·m stand up aga ins t 
exploitation and rt:prt:ssion. 

Wi th tbe possibility of civil 
disorder looming. the pernment 
has had to back down on I propoul 
to cut the already poor oo;:ill services 
and 10 layoff large numbers of 
worke rs in the public sector. 

The .. ·orkers ha.·e al"'·ays demon· 
strated through Slrikes their deter
mination to u"" lheir increased 
"rt:", lh and confiden~ tooverthro-· 
the bankrupt policies of the PNP 
acwernment and end the c.pitalist 
exploitation of Iheir labour . 

Tile Ghanaian .. ·ork ing claSi and 
peasants ate linted in tnoeir COmmon 
struggle Ind aspirations "'ith the 
Southern African working cl.r.ss in 
their determination tn end the 
vicious racist capitalist rt:"ime of the 
South African rulina: class . Hcn~ 
Ihe intcrt:SI shOVo·n in Accra al tile 
appe.ran~ of INQABA as a journal 
"shting for the total liquidation of 
thee.-ils 01 capitalism on the African 
C9'ltincnt . Revolutionary analysis 
.nd perspc<"uves art: nsential in the 
struggle for emancipation 01 the 
workers and peasan ts of tbe 
Con ti nent and layins the fnu nda· 
tions for a Socialist Africa. 

Joni Bak"Onipa 
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Starvation 
in the 

• 

midst of 
Plenty 

( by Vusul Fakir) 

The human ra~, the proud and 
daring ruler of natull', has repeated
ly launched missions inl0 space,Yet 
m'pile all the " 'nnders "r ""ie""" 
and technology ""c are unable to 
s.o.tisfy our m"'t basic needs. Why? 

At present at lust 500 million 
people are undernourished or actual· 
ly Jlan'ing. In a "good ~ar" only ten 
million starve 10 death.. Latin 
America alone has sufficient resour· 
ces to feed double the present 
population of the ,,-orld . Yet in Latin 
America hundred. of millions g" 
hunllf)'. 46% are in ntreme po'o'erry 
and 20% li~e under stan'at;"n 
conditions. Why? 

Soouth Africa is a rich industrial 
and agricultural country "'hkh 
exports a "'ide variery of foodstuff.. 
Thoe rich and their il k suffer from 
iUnesSCli cau",d by oYer·indul~nce. 
such as coronary thrombosis and 
obesity . .... hile al the Sa me time 
millions die from diseases caused by 
poverty. Hunger is a daily experi. 
ence. 

Why do lhese horrific lragedies 
conlinue? 

Because of over popUlation and 
lack of cuHivable land resources-is 
Ihis lnIe? 1lM: reality is Ihal. e_ery 
year lhere is enough grain alone 
produced in the world Ihal could 
provide every man. woman and child 
wilh In ample diet of 3,OOOcalories a 
day and sulfidenl proleins. 

In Soulh Africa Ihis year lhe maize 
crop is expecled to break all previous 
records. In 1974 we produl.'ed 11 .1 
million 10M. This year it is already 

". do not care poor 
because they have It easier tban In ml.DJ other 
countries. " - CUllers, Public Relations Omcer 
ror the Farmers' Association or Soutb AfrIca. 

13 million Ions, expecled 10 go up 10 
14 million lOllS. There is going 10 be a 
surplus of 7 million tons. 

The main reaSOn fw starvalion in 
lhe midsl of plenty. is Ihe capilalisl 
syslem. Having ceased 10 be a sl"'e 
of nalUre. man has become a slave of 
.... age·labour. Yesl it is Ihis ronen. 
decadenl profit syslem of the bosses, 
capitalism. thallies a/ the TOOl of nur 
suffering. 

rese""es-like in Ihe Msinga districl. 
where Mkonjiswa Nl(Ulungu has 
been "'orking on a farm and earnin, 
fh'e rand for every six months. As 
Ngu lungu said, " We lold farmel"l ~ 
could nOI live on len rand for lhe 
whole year so we were sacked off lhe 
farm and many Olite r kraals wilh 
us". This is how we have 10 sell our 
laJx>ur in relurn for a slarvation 
wage. 

We make it, they take It, use it and when a profit canoot 
be made, destroy it. 

Everylhing in Soulh Africa, the 
mOlor' ... ays. homes. faclories and 
machi~ have been buil! by Ihe loil 
of Ihe ,,·orkel"l . The workel"l alS<! 
produce lhe food . And yel "'C slay 
poor. deslitule. hungry and many of 
uS die . 

Under Ihe capilalisl system. 
lhe bosses o\\"n the land. factories. 
bankJ and the farms. hence produc· 
tion takes place nOI 10 sa11sfy lhe 
basic needs of people. but to make 
profits for the bosses. 

It is our labour Ihal creales 
wealth . The capilalisl makes profils 
OUI of our laJx>ur. We are forced to 
wwk for them because lhey have 
robbed uS of our land and savagely 
banished uS 10 barren ..... asleland 

The bosses are parasiles, \hoey li~ 
in lUXUry oul of our hard ,,'ark. We, 
on lhe olher hand, OUI of the 
slarvation ,,'age lhey pay us, are 
supposed 10 feed. clOlhe and house 
ourvlves and our families. At lhe 
same lime. tile capilalists are 
conslanlly increasinS the food prices . 
tn 1980 fOQ<i prices were pUI up by 
30% (meal $3.$%, vegelables 35% . 
milk 2$,9%). In 1981 . prices are 
expected 10 increase again. meal by 
a further 28% and maize by 20%. 
There hu been a drop in consump
tion in basic foods despite 1l1'O'O' lh in 
population. 

Death comes to thousands of 
black children in Soulh Afric. befon. 



the burst oIli le is uperiellC'ed. The; 
black inllnt mortaliQ' rate (death 
uDOcr one year old) is mOR than six 
tima the white rate. Up 10 the age 01 
fi .e yelrs, lor every 01>1: ",hite child 
who dies from diselse or accident. 13 
bl...,k children will die. 

The human misery and suffering 
swec-pinl the forJCMlen Nral areas is 
Ippallint, In some parts of KWI 
Lllu. lor Instance, half II'Ie children 
die befOR lhe age of 5 yelrs. 

There are al most no jobs availlble 
in Banluslln areas. and most blacks 
ha.e no land on whkh tu ITO'" food. 

TIle land in South Afri<;a u owlKd 
by the clpitalists who hold il lor 
profit·making. 

Onc: ... orker upllins: .... ·ilhoul 
food or monq. no medicine or 
medical se ... ice wiU he lp. We cln' l 
cat medkilK. It is like. belOR and 
l l ter muls, and withou t ",ork _ Ire 
..;thout meals". 

Another worker in the Transkei. 
says: " With what ~hall we feed Ind 
educlte our children? In mlny 
homes there is hardly I cenl for 
house money. People literally beg for 
food. ChlW~, ud .7'" an 
OUI" daU, IM 7 71, and lhue can be 
dl.rettly Ittribukd 10 slI",llion". 

The; yic:iOllSness Ind naked bruta· 
liEy of this demented profil system is 
broughl 10 unbearable heights in 
Msingl districl. The I.nd is so 
degrlded in mlny parts that il is 
beyond savillj . It is ~r·popull ted , 
pD'"erty·llricken and (\I:prusing. 

In the tOWIlS where workers h .... e 
jobs lood is I.ai]able:. but beeaus.!: of 
sl .... alion Wise' and high food 
prices, lhe diel is d.ngerously 
unbal.nced. Their diel consists 01 
mealie meal. bread, cabblge. moro-
10 (spinlfh) Ind tel. 

From a recenl su~ on " White 
Cit)''' , Jablvu. the people could .007 

Ifford basics likc milk , cggt. meat or 
.cgellbles which they regarded as 
luxuries. For uamplc, Mrs A]inah 

SOUTH AFRICA: INfANT 
MORTALITY RATE 1960 

WHITE BLACK 

22 per I (0) 139 per 1 (0) 

The main uuses ot bl.,·k inflnt 
deaths Ire pl>I:umonia . nd lastroen· 
leritis. aggravated by malnulrition. 

. , 
'BOSSES JUSTICE' 

Z"'ctkthitti Buthelezi (40) was jailed 
for six ye.rs for stelling 4 hind 
qUlrters of beef. While Mr Johf.nnes 
Pe trus Bekker wlS Icquitted of 
murdering one of his workers for 
sluling mulie mea] and I hen. 

MOIlle ol " White City". I pensioner 
0169 ... ith 15 dcpendents. h.7i R7.50 
a month 10 feed the flmily. Her two 
tldest sons are de.1 and Ire mostly 
out of ... ork, The f.mily su",i~ by eoUtd.., food oul of nFbbith bins, 

Mrs B. Morgln. a coloured 
pensioner inte",ie""fll lin Bri.lIon, 
said she drink a ]ot mOR ... ater and 
black collee to fill lhe Inawinl holc 
in her stomach . While these 
.ppanina miseries continue, a Stel· 
lenbokh reslaraunt owner spends 
R2 000 for a case 01 wine (R23J I 
bottle!). From our labour, the bosses 
li~ in obSttI>l: ... nlth. While 
sub}e<:ting us in a plinfu] condition 
01 po.ert)' . 

South Africa's most villI exporltO 
Black Africa is food , ,,'hleh Africln 
countries are dependent on. Intema· 
tional aid uperb estimlle lhat 60 
million Africam; eKperklK"tll p ..... 
longed hunger ]ast year and lhal I 
million died of st .... llion. 

As onc of only 4 countries in the 
... orld thal produces regu]I' surplus
es 01 mw, Africa's staple dict. 
South Africa is often the only 
lifeline. In 1980. Zambia ... as forced 
toimpon250 000 tons 01 corn. most 
of il from Soulh AfricI. While 
MOllmbique imported 150 000 
Ions. An Idditiona] 183 (0) Ions of 
South Africl's .. heat _nt 10 four 
African countries thlt experknced 
shorlages. 

But this is I ~ef)' urlUliab]e lifeline 
for our brolhers Ind si,lfrs to the 
north. Food is exported by South 
AfricI only ",hen it is'in the interests 
of the capilllists 10 <IQ so. When lhe 
capilllists clnnot find buyers for 
lood. lhen il is stored. deslroyed or 
dumped in lhe sel . 

Y",! Fresh al)d perfectly good 
food is destroyed .... hen .t the s.me 
time our brothers and sisters and 
kids Ire Sll",ing 10 delth . No mltter 
how much food is produced by the 
workers , because 01 this criminal 
profil system 01 the bosses, the 
.. orkers hi' t tfe only the bare 

~",I. i11 • 
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__ «"ities 10 keep them alive and 
the unemployW an hunary. T1dr 
brutal , '''''1'''' and 1Iatba.- capita
IbI .,ltan must be dnclO, edl 

Workers Ire struggling dlily to 
defend their rights . They are fighting 
blck by QTganisinl themselves bolh 
poIilklUy and into trade unions. 
Thc-y demand Iliyilll wage Ind not I 
slll'O"lIion .... ~. Our interests can 
only be delcnded Ihrough the 
slruggle for mass organisation. 
Strenlthen and fiShl for the Irowth 
of the ANC as an orSlnisl lion led by 
the .. orking dass . 

Only the workers un end hunger , 
p<l'"crty and Aplrtheid ~y des~ng 
capitalism and by COIl$CIously taking 
conlrol 01 production themselves. By 
reason.b]e p]anninll of the use of 
nalural resources, planned farmiog 
Ind planned production .nd tr.de. 
tnough mlteri.] ... ulth ... iIl be 
crelted to cradiute pD'"crly through· 
oul Southern Africl , remoYC hf.rd 
Ind repititiOllS llbollr and mlkc the 
age-old dre.ms of 5eCuriEy for all 
people come INC. Only lhen ... ilI 
e>ef)' man. womln Ind child enjoy 
the fruits 01 nature and the fruits 01 

their laboor. 

• 
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neis lIoyis SI(/foroll l}w,;ct..- broNIltf 
OWl by ... lllf1uuitiaf. j , 



'7/v lti$lO'yof 11 ffWJ/" ,ioII Up I4first of fIIl lllli$lfJIY oflM /txriblr m l'G'Iff of IV "'_ I~IO IV fWII", of TOilt<1ll1p owr- IIrrir 
0- drsJUV. "-Tlulky, prdace co HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOWTION. 

by M. Zondi 
and S. Freedman 

-
The greatest event in history has been the Russian Revolution of 1917. For the first 

time, the working class triumphed and established a workers' state. 
World history was profrundly changed by the victory of·the Russian proletariat, 

which was carried thrrugh under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party with Lenin 
and Trotsky at its head. 

For us, this is nQ{ just an historical event. To carry forward its struggle, the 
working class needs constantly to arm itself with an understanding of its own histOry, 
its rich experience and its tasks. Frcm a study of the Russian Revolution, workers 
everywhere in the world today can learn vital lessons . 

TIIC' e.'ene. of I'U 7 h~"e been che 
~ub~t of many mi\underslandings 
and di.tnr •• on~ . The~.~ Ih"", . '00 
a,,,,,r •. <!"jle fal"",y. chalthe ~u§sian 
~eYolutlon . 'as ~arried throuMh in 
·h.o 'I~xe': a '(\en101:r~li~ ~ .. c.lu· 
lion' in Feb ruary. lona-'ed by a 
· ... "'i~lisl 1ll"olUlion' in O<.: toboo r. fn 
fa~l . It .... ~ onl1 "'lIh the laklna of p"...... I,) lhe .. ".klna das< In 
O,·C • • that thr "~mOfrallc ok, 
ma .. d~ of the m .. oa rou ld he 
impl(lMntN, 

• 

T hose . -ho hold 10 Ihis false 
position dra .... from ;1 the '!eswn' 
lhal the present struuJc: in South 
Africa is for a purely demoxrllk 
programme of national liberalion. 
and lhal the 111'\1"1( I,ainst th<: 
capilal ist class m(&.t be postponed 
unt il Ihis firs t 'Stage' has been 
achieved. 

It 110.: C;"hh~Ylk, tu k, .. ,,~ b.~d 
lakm thi. I~ition- and in.v,-d 
lher.- ... ·elll SO'-I!: 80hh.:,ik 1~~deTS 
... hu ~'a,e~d hj. 'anb it - Ih<: mult 

"'00.10.1 I\a,-c been no .... ·0I .. 11on . 1 all . 
Th<:' ~'enli ~ncd up by thl: 
... 'ork~n.· nH"(<I>l:nl In February 
191 7. in~lud of leadin, to thl: 
insuTTKllon of October. ,""\lId ha,e 
been ~'(rsc:d by rounler.~yolution_ 

rhesc ume danHers loom in South 
Africa li lhe consequence of a 
]lTogramll\e Ihal ~ries to sepa rate lhe 
SlrUHglc fw nal ion~1 liberalioo from 
the: .trul!gl~ a"ain,t capitalism. For 
us. Ihis is the fundamental lesson of 
I"" e"enl~ of 1917 in ~ussja . 



Until 191 7 Russi ...... 5 ruled by .n 
absolute m.,>narch, the Tur, whose 
empi~ spra .... led oYer • Jl~th of the 
world, 

Appnnim.tely 80% of the popu, 
lation of 160 million were peasants 
.nd l.ndless I.bou",rs, eking out • 
miser.ble uisten« under semi· 
feudal conditions , Over half tile 
population consisted of oppressed 
nationalities. TIll: cultivalors of tile 
l.nd 'N1'", yoked by a bu~ burden of 
debt to the landowners and money· 
lenders. Millions of them perislled in 
periodic lamines. Peasant ",Volts 
we~ drowned in blood. 

By tile end 01 the 19th century 
Russia ...... undergoing • belated 
industri.l development .nd entering 
the capitalist world market. But, 
unable to compete .",;tl! the al ",ady 
n1.l.blisho:d imperialist countries, the 
Russi.n c'pi1.l.Iists' (bourgMsie) ",
mained ..... k .nd bound up .... ith the 
feudal landlords . Industry .... as 
heavily financed by capital from 
Britain and France. 

As industry de'iel~d, peapnts 

moYed to the cities in inc", .. ing 
numbers. By 1917 lhe", were 10 
million urban workers. mO!lUy li.in~ 
and working under app.Uin~ condi· 
tions. With their lamilie'!, lho:y 
totalled 2S million people. 

The revolutionary core of lhi. 
young proletariat consi.led 01 lour 
million workers in induslry and 
transporl. Due to the late de"elop
mentolindustryin RUllia, tho: latesl 
forms of large· scale production 
could be imported from the advan· 
ced capitalist countries. O~r41% of 
RUlSia', industrial working daiS 
were employed in big enlerprises 
with oYer I ()(X) workers, compared 
with 18% in the USA. 

Russia's primitive system of 
peasant agricultu", thus came to 
cn·nist with rapidly developing 
modem induury. The diCtalorial 
feud.1 monarchy became all the 
more unbearable to the masses 
under the new conditiollli of capita· 
list e~ploitation and the added 
burdens 01 the First World War . 

T he war among the major 

imperialist powers had broken out in 
1914 because of competition for 
world markets. RUSSIa was involved 
in the war throujh the Tsar', 
alliance with French and British 
imperialism, Millions of Russian 
pea.ant wldiers-half-s1.I.rved, ill
clothed and often virtually unarmed 
- .... ere senl to their death in service 
of lhe ruling dUi. 

Tensions in society had ~ached ah 
eJCpl05i~ peak by 1917 and cried opt 
10 be resolved. 

Dual power 
In February 1917 revolution swept 

onlO lhe s!nets of PebOjlld, the 
Runi.n c.pital, with massive de
monstrations. As the situation llrew 
oot of rorttrol of the weakened and 
rotten regime, the Tsar will lOI'C'ed to 
abdicate, 

Runi ..... swept into turmoil. 
Workers e~rywhc", came O\It On 
strike. TIll: peasantry began seizing 

land and national minoritles rose up. 
The crucial quosl"'" WM now wbIot 
power would arIIe to take lhe place 
of the dilinlq;rating Tlarht .tale , 

For sOme months this question 
remained unresol'l'd. In fact. a 
situation 01 dual power had arisen 
between the bour~eoisie and the 
OTRanised workers. 

On the one hand the worker" 
orgunise ,j through their lo.leli 
(COl ' ncih of delegates elected directly 
by the workers in their workpla«s 
and districts) asserted themseh'es as 
a powerful ron.eti.,. force. 

~oldiers and sailors began ele.:ting 
th~ir delegales and (",aling wviets 
too. The sO>"iet of Petrograd mo", 
~nd mo", assumed the role 01 a 
municipal and even national gO>"ern
ment , 

On lhe otller hand the 'ProYisional 

.. 
Gtwemment" rortststmg of liberal 
capitalists and relormist workers' 
leaders, was unable to gain control 
{ .... er • society seething wilh revolu· 
tion. 

Initially the rdonnist leaders, in 
particular the Mensheviks and Sod" 
Revolutionaries, had a majority r . 
the sO>"i.ts. This w ... ",iiiUlt of the 
explo.ive tempo of nenll. The 
revolutionary cad", in the ,,'orkers' 
moYement was swamped by the tidal 
wa.'e of strull8le. Large numbers of 
previously inactive, unorganised and 
inexperienced worken were being 
puslled into aClion by Ihe p",ssu",s 
o~ the ",volu tion. They had not ~t 
learne<1 to distinguish bet,,'ccn the 
differenl t~ndencies and leaders 
claiming to Sland for democracy. 
and well: willing at first to ~ive the 
re:ormists a chance. 

Bul tile relormists. instead of 
taking p",,·er. propped up the 
Pr""isional Government. inslslmg 
lh:tllhe Slrull8le lor the ",'erthrow of 
capitalism was not yel on the 
agenda. Democraq, they claimed, 

• 
could be establilhed on a capitalist 
basis. 

Thi. policy,,'''' bankrupt. The 
Russian bourgeoisie was too weak to 
lake the country forward, Tied up 
"'ith the landlords and " 'ith Western 
imperialism, it was incapable 01 
meeting the bask demands 01 lhe 
masses which ,,'ere lummarbed in a 
simple slogan of the Bolsheviks: 
"Bread: Peace and Land!" 

For lhi. reason there could be no 
'stabilisation 01 democracy' in Rus· 
sia under capitalist rule, and no 
self-determination for the oppressed 
minorities. Thus the Prcwisional 
GO>"ernmenl lailed to lake a sin~1e 
slep lowards ending the war or 
soi.in~ any 01 the lundameDtal 
problems of society. 

The Bolshevik Party had origina· 
led. like the Mensheviks, as a 



" tcndency in the Ru.nian Soo;ial-
De mocratic Labour PUly. and 
cmclJ«! as '" "'par.le parly only in 
1912. Throughout their existence the 
Bolsheviks had explained the ~d 
IOf lhe working class 10 break 
compLetely ,,·jlh the bourgeoisie. 
"'I;" ils liberal wing . 
"'N_ they "'C~ pl'(h'rd \0 be 

to ... ed, The ' vacillation 01 Kc:ren· 
~ky"s Pnwi,ional Government only 
cn~blcd the reaction 10 l'egroup. In 
Aygus\ (hoe righH" ing leadtrs mack 
their bid 10 cOlsh the re.olullOo by 
organisinl an :urn)' .. nUer General 
Kornikw \0 march on l'etrosrad, 
~ Pnwi.ional Government was 

100 .. 'uk and di~ided 10 pul up 
dfecti.e ~S\ance. The BoI,htvib 
\0010 the lead in (,l'ganisin8 a mass 
united frunt as.inst KornillW. 

Appealing in '" comradely .... Y 10 
the ~dien in KorniIOO", army, the 
Bo"hewik acti .. is!S ,"'OIl CWCT large 
numbers to the side of the 
revolution. Komilcw'. army feU 
aparl ",jlh hardly. ,hot being fired . 

Thus tlM: Bolsheviks demonstr.tcd 
that in 1 critical situation the mas..,. 
-c_en soldiers-can be "'on a ... ay 
Irorn n:actionary leaders by 1 bold 
ll:\'oIuUonary programme. 

In pnottke 1_ BoIsb«lk poI~ 
upaud 1_ unn:llabll1l, of lhe 
monnllt IncIen wbo, Nmproml. 
Ilna wllh the liberal capllal t.11 10 
'a.bl1lK demor • .." " In faN opened 
lhe door 10 eounle ... ·tyol ulloa . 

ThroujJh t!>ne uperiences the 
"orkers i""n:asiRgly learned tlia t 
t~n: ... 1$ no 'easier' .... y 10 solve 
I~ir problems llian 10 orgni.., to 
lake poIO"er. The Bolshe>-ik slOSan. 
"All po ... er to the soYiets". summed 
up I~ lesson that only workeT1' rule 
eould clear the pith la n:.l 
democracy Ind m.teri.l .dYlIIC'e. 
During Septembe. and October, 
arowina numbeT1 r.llied 10 the 
BoIshe>-ik5, iiving them. m.jority in 
the crucill soviets 01 Petrosr.d and 
M~. 

On ~·26 October the rt:volution· 
ary ... orkers .nd soldiers ""erth~ 
the Pnwisional Gooernmenl in I 

swift .rmed insunKtion led by the 
BoIshefiks. Power w .. plKed in lhe 
hands 01 the soviets 01 ... orkers', 
peasants' and $OldieT1' deputies. 

The M'" "",iet a""erRment imme
diately published. proclamation on 
the land question , CalliRI on the 
local pusants' ""icts to ..,iz,e the 
Ilnd from the big landawMT1 and 

-
shan: il .mong the peasants. It also 
opened talks ... ilh Germ.n imperial
ism 10 end Russia's pari in the .... r. 

The right 01 n.tion.1 minorities to 
..,If·determin.tion .... s immediately 
=osni:;c:d by the proletarian govern
n..,nl . The big factories and banks 
..en: soon ~tiORl1iKd and the 
foundations of • planned econorny 
" 'en: laid. 

Thus, through the victory 01 the 
,,'orkeT1' n:_o1ulion. Russia emerged 
Irom the da rk age 01 Tsarism into 
the modern ... orld. 

The lirst and mosl important 
Iegon 10 be dra ... n lrom 1""= Russian 
Revolution is that the problems of 
lhe ... orking class and sodety cannot 
be soI_ed as Iona u the ... orkers do , 

.... 
t 

One of lenin's an:.tcsl rontribu· 
tiOfU; ... u 10 uplain the crucial 
importallC'e 0 1 buildinl a pany of 
revolutionary c.dres •• risina ou t of 
the Itrulllle ilJelf • ., a necess.ry 
instrument lor the ... 'orkers to like 
power. From Iona belore 1917 he 
devoted his eMrgH:s to this ... ork. 
A~ all lenin emph .. i"'d the 

independent p .... mme of the 
",'orking class-a Pl'08r.mme for 
uni fyina the ... ·orkers into a migbty 
force arOllnd ... hich alllhe oppressed 
layers Q' Russi.n society could rally. 

BoIshnik Pltrty 
The rno1utiOll conli rmed the 

• 

K fTtI'lIkTs pdia sJtoot dQ .... '*"'<wr11lrilq __ trJ /10 '~IlTftU 0/ PwrvcNIII iIr J/Jy 
1911. nis if ....... , I~ MttUllrlil<s mll«l lh~ 'dmoCC'NIlic st",~' 0/ IAt ~"'/orI! 

nott.k~ po •• .-er . 
The Russian Revolution \illS 

~.rried IhroujJh ollly becau:;c: the 
workers came to , dear coIledl~, 
underslandiRJI of lhe CluJe of their 
probkm', .nd no. 10 soI_e them. 

Leadership 
This understandiRJI did not deve· 

lop sponlaneously. The Russian 
Revolution-and the ... ·hoIe history of 
the ... ort.ina dass-shows tha l the 
workers Clnnot ronquer ... ithoul the 
de~lopmenl of their awn organi:;c:d 
1l:\'00utionary cadre, dianti na the 
lessons 0' experience, identi lyillj the 
tasks 01 the strullle, dr.wina 
toselher and guidillj the class u a 
... hOIe lawards the achievement 01 
lhose IUks. 

ror"r«tnen Qf Ihis approach. But, 
e,'en mort: . il sh""'ed that the cadn: 
ll.elt needs a f ••• slahted ,"cl , t t Ihlle 
lellicultl, which undeT1l1nds the 
1 .... '1 and methods of molulion. 

Immedi.tely after Fcb"".ry, nor 
only the Menshe>-iks and SR's, bUI 
some Bolshevik kaders too, lailed to 
understand Ihe natu re of Ihe 
n:"oIulion that ... ·as I.kina place. 
TheJe BoI.hevih (in che absence of 
Lenin and Trotsky .. ha were 
detained in exile) .dopted the 
Menshevik position Ih.1 lhe 'demo
cratic n:"oIulion' had su~ded. 
Up tu "1"'" ,,_ "",.'le.,,, leadership 
in the country-ind udina Stalin , 
MoIOIOI' and Kamenev-,ave crilical 
support 10 the capitalistaOl'crnment. 
Their policy ... as men:ly to push the 
capitalists IS much to lhe 'left' as 
possible. 

• 



- Wlltn Lenin "'turned from uile in 
April , lit immediately began,waglna 
a battle in tM party .,.il1$t tM 
position the internal leadersllip had · 
adopted .. Trotsky's "'turn in May 
g.~ Leni .. a staunch ally. 

Unquestionably the intervention 
of Lenin and Trotsky sayed die 
~oIution. They u plainc:d that the 
task for the Bolshevik Party was to 
Pll'Jla", "'itllout delay lor completing 
the ",volution by O'lllnising lhe 
workers 10 ta ke powu. 

In fa.t, al",ady in Fcbntary lhe 
objK1ht conditiol1$ had existed for 
the working dass to take pt)'A·u. 
Bet"'ccn February .nd ()etober the 
,u~i.e factor- the collectiye un· 
derstanding, ",volutionary will and 
leadership of Ihc ... orkers~de~lo
ped by leaps and bounds. As Lenin 
said. " The ",volution teaches an 
enti", people very rich and valuable 
le»Ol1$ in a short space of time". 

The BolsheYik Party itsell, to 
guide the movement lorward, had to 
digest these lessons rapidly. Lenin 
and Trotsky, relyina directly on the 
reyolutionary workers. struggled 
fie~ly against _tions of the party 
cadre "'lIich lagged in consciousness 
hehind the ma5SeS. 

The most critical of tlltse .tntggles 
look place during ~ptember and 
()etober. 10 convince the Party tbat 
thc time lIad come to take power. 
The Bolsheviks urgently n«ded to 
seitt the opportunity to organise the 
insurrection. Such chances are rarely 
repeated in the COurSe of a 
~olution. 
The "'orkers' mm'ement, evcn in a 

",yolutionary period. does not ad, 
.. anee in a . traight line; il goes 
tbroullb ad .. ances and "'t",ats: But , 
to ensure victory, it must not allow • 
decis;'.., turning of the tide against it. 
Changes of gc:ar are necessary. But if 
the movement ltall • . this will lead 10 
demoralis.otion. The capitalist cl ... 
will recover . nd seiu the opporlunity 
to innict bloody defeats, smashing 
IIIe workers' mo...ement in counter· 
reyolution. 

The Ru ssian Revolution "'U 

"ietorious because, within tile objec· 
tiye te"olulionary situation. a 
Marxist leadership ..... s able to win 
the supporl 01 tile revolutionary 
cadre. rally the masses. and al the 
de<:is;"e momenl lead the insurre<:· 
tion "'hi,1I overt ll",,,' the capitalist 
state. . 

The queslion of state power is vital 

'I' 

MW! mNfl,., add,t:SWd by Trotsky. RN SqUGI"r. Moscow. 1910. 

for the workers . In the final.nalysis . 
eVery itate consists of "armed bodie$ 
of men" (EniCIS). The Tsaris t state 
in Russia "'as bristling with gUllS. 
How could the ,,'ork ing class, " 'ho in 
iCneral begin tMir struggles un, 
armed and badly or~anised. succeed 
in overcoming this pt)'A'eriul ",p",s
si"e force? 

This qUe5tion c.nnot be answered 
in purely military terms . Fundamen· 
tally the InS"er is polltk.l. The CT\lX 
of the matter is thal eyery state relies 
on "'orkers or pe .. ants in uniform 10 
carry ou t its "ill . The working class 
can delea t the capita"" . tate only by 
lighting on the basis 01 a pl"Oflramme 
for tile revolutionary Iransformation 
01 society that can appeal also to the 
ordin.ry <oldieTS. official. and even 
policemen. to " 'in them ''''ay from 
their ",actionary leaders. or at lea.1 
divide and neutralise tllem. 

Unity 
In Russia lhe armed forces had 

been drawn O\·er ... helmingly from the 
peasant ry. By winning the peasanlry. 
the "'orking class would at the same 
time win the armed fO=5 10 the 
",,·oIUlion. 

The only basis on "'bich this could 
be IlI'hie~d "'as the uni fication o{ 
tilt working class ilself. A united 
working dass. due to its social pD\I'er 
and its need to chan~e society. acts 
as a powerful pole of auraction lor 
all other oppreued classes. 

It "'as only as tile BoIsheyiks 
sue<:ttded in unilin, lhe mass of the 
"'OTkers hehind them thal lhe 
peasantry could come to see lhem .. 
a serious force. delermined 10 seiu 
pt)'A'er and implement policies in tilt 
interests of "'orkers . nd peasa nts 
alike. 

This was the basis, too, of the 
Bolsheviks' appeal to the army. The 
soldiers and .... iloTll had suffered 
terribly in lhe "'If. and wanted an 
cnd to il. Between FebT\lary ' and 
()etober it became e'. er clearer to 
them that nOne of the par tie., except 
It>. Bolshevih, wen: willing to pull 
Russia Out of tile war. 

TM Bol.heviks gained the support 
of lhe soldiers and .... ilors as they saw 
the need to unite behind the workers. 
Whole ",giments deserted from the 
lront and sp",ad tile ideas of the 
","olution Over lhe length and 
breadtb of Russia. Garrison. in tilt 
Ctltes. infected by the workers' 
revolutionary ideas, "'e", ordered to 
the Ironl in In effort to isolate 
them~but in turn only carried the 
mes:saiC of the reyolution to yet more 
layeTll of the army. 

Thus Ihe oyertllrow of the 
Provisional Government "'as nearly 
bloodless. There "'as no w.y in wbich 
lhe capitali" go...emment could figbt 
against the ",yolution~nobody 101· 
lowed their orders any more. 

By immediately ending the war 
and ",distributing tllte land. , •. 
Bolsheyiks gained the loyalty of the 
ma .. of the peasantry, in uniform 



.. 
and out, Millions of peasants, 
together "';Ih the workers. ,,-ere 
prepared to defend lhoe proletarian 
1I00'cmment /lun in hand. 

~e slate 
. i .villg laken PO"'(', how could 

the ,,-orking dasi secure its rule 10 
carry through the transformation of 
society? 

Marx explained th.lthe stall: is an 
organ of class role. lierving for the 
09P1ftS10<\ of one cl_ by anolM • . 
T hoe capitalist stalc machinery- its 
parliament, courls. prisons. offici· 
.lIs. p<Jlice and armed forces-nisI 
only to defend capitalism. 11 musl be 
completely dismantled or 
"smashed", 10 use Man's term. 

After the defeat of the Paris 
Commune in 1871. wllen the workers 
for a le .. ' months controlled Paris, 
Man and Engcl, even took the 
trouble 01 rornclinll the Communist 
M.nJretlo. They added: "One thing 
especially " 'as pnlVcd by the 
Commune. viz., that ',he .. -orkinll 
class cannot simply lay hold 01 the 
~ady·made State machinery. and 
"'ield it for its own purposes·." 

The crucial lemm of the Corn· 
mune of Paris- which some leaders 
in the workers' mm'emenl unforlu· 
nately h .. ·c not kamed to Ihis day
is that tM ... orke .. mUlt mate their 
o .. ·n Itate and " tabli.h IMlr own 
deltJOCra('y in order 10 carry through 
Ihe lasks of the revolulion. 

Lenin. in Stale and Rt"I"oluIlon . 
dre,,· conclusions from lhe experi
en~ of the Commune as to Ihe form 
that the workers' state should lake. 
There lhould be no standllll anIIJ 
bUI an armed people. All Itate 
offidals Ihould be dtmocralkalb" 
tltc1ed, and n,bjeet 10 Immedlatt 
rteall If nol perform!nl thetr dulla 
.. upt('t<d. Officials should ~Ivt 
no hl~r wal" Ihan that of a , killed 
worker. Tbe~ should be DO perma· 
nenl omd"" of the "ate; t"l"tl')' 
worker shollld take IlImlln aclmlnl •• 
1/·.II.e dlllla . 

Degeneration 
The revolutionary Russian wor· 

kers' state was built on the principles 
of workers' democracy sketched 0111 
by Len in. But . due 10 its economic 

SIll/ill and USprnkHttl R~IIU Yalt~. lIHJ. TlttrtIMYfJlt«d lodi';!h lite world 
i1110 'sp~ of i""IlnlCf!' MrWft'1I IMm . , 
backwardness and the destruction 
caused by Ihe war. it uperienctd 
tremendous problems. 

The consolidation of the "'OTkers' 
state on lhese democratic lines 
depended completely on lhe success 
of the workers' revolution in lhe 
advanced capitalist counlries. This 
alone: could haye given it accn:s to 
the political. material and technical 
resources tltal ,,'ere needed for the 
construction of sodalism. 

H"",""yer. in lhe revolulionary 
wave tlta! sltook Ihe ",·ltole capitalist 
"'orld followins lhe October Re-;oIu · 
lion. lite ",orkers gained no further 
victories. Wilh inuperienctd and 
inadequate leadership. lite workins 
I defealed in Germany in 

and asain in 1923. The 
H ~' .. ~::' SO\'iet Republic survived 
only f' monlhs in 1919. Also in 
Ilaly the revolution was defeated. 

Thus the Russian Revolution 
remained isolated, without the 
supporlthat the workers of the more 
advanced countries WOllld h"'e been 
able to offer. 

Instead. the ne,,' .... orkers· state 
was SQOn in the throes of fami~. and 
civil war was unleashed as the former 
capi lalists and landowners , "'ith the 
support of imperialism. tried to 
re~~tablislt Iheir rule. 

The workers and peasants in tlte 
Red Army led by Trotsky defended 
lheir revolution Iteroic~Jly against 21 
invading armies on no fe,,·u than 14 
fronts. By 1921. Ihe counler·revolu· 
lion had been completely crushed. 

But many of lhe most class·con· 
scious yOllng workef!) had been tlte 
fif!)t 10 offer their lives in the war 
asainst reaction. A whole seneration 
of revOlulionary youth-tlte sent".· 
tion of Oclober- was almost corn· 

pletely " 'iped out. 
Exhausted. decimated and inc~a· 

singly isolated. lhe Russian working 
class ""as unable to maintain control 
of sociely. Tile new seneration of 
workers. dra""n ITHh from the 
peasantry. "'ilh liltLe organisational 
or political experience. was compel
led to .... ork long. hard hours in order 
to 8el the shanered ewnomy going 
on~ again . The lO\';ets ceased to 
function. 

Witlt skilled manl1O"'er desperate
ly needed. the small Layer of 
tecltnicians and .dministratof!) still 
remaining in Ru s.sia was placed in a 
uniquely po"'eriul position. 

Confidenl of the po...·er of the 
organised "'OTkers to preven t abuse. 
Lenin had accepted the need 10 
conctde temporary economic priyile· 
ges to skilled personnel in order to 
induce them 10 remain. No..·. 
h"",·e'·er. the5/: ... me ~ltnicians and 
administratof!)(manyof tltem dr.wn 
from the old Tsarist bure.ucra<i) 
were able to expLoit the exhaustion of 
lite workins class a nd entrench their 
position of privilege. 

On this basis, the political po...·er 
of the working cI~ O\'er tlte Slale 
.... as increasingly usurped by a laIer 
of profe.sional bureaucrats "'hleh 
gradually consolidated its position 
IhrOllshout the 1920s. 

l'etty·bourseois intellectuals and 
ex·Mensheviks. "'ho had once des· 
pised the Bolshevik Party (rena med 
the Communist Party in 1919). now 
Oocked to join il as lhe patty in 
SO\'ernmenl. and increasingly built 
up IIteir influence. A process 01 
"~II" "~fali on and bureaucratisation 
within the party as well as lhe . tate 
had set in ..... il lt lhe workinS cla .. 

nable 10 pre"ent it. 



The (as~ of bu~aunlllS that was 
~lopin, in Russia held t~rm'n· 
dous innu£!K'e tftn bcfon ~nin's 
death in 1924. ~nin's last lI~at 
political stn.lllllle. tOjlether with 
Trolsky, .. as against lhe bu~aucra· 
tiiltion of the state and the party. 

In particular Lenin warned 
".inst the poo>-er thai Stalin. n(N' 
Ge~ral Stt~wy of the party, was 
gathering around himsell . Stalin. 
unconsciously at first ... ai devdo
pinll into the leadinll spokesman of 
the ne .. bureaucracy. 

Aher Lenin's death the opposition 
"'ithin the party lJIainst the bureau· 
" .. y came to be led by Trouky. In 
Russia and internationally. Trotskj 
and.his supporters (ora.nised as the 
~ft Opposition) struUk<! lor polio 
ties .. hich rould rorrect lhe defor· 
mationi th.t h.d developed . nd 
mtore the dirtttrule of the workinll 
dus. 

But as the bureau~ consolida· 
ted its position. the Bolshevik ~fl 

ClppoJitioa was iwl,ted, persec-uted 
.nd tftntu.II, aonihil.ted by Stalin. 
TrolSky himseH, deported lrom the 
Sooiet Union in 1929, ... u murde~d 
by St.lin·s lJIents In 1940. 

Comi ntern 
The ckllCDCration 01 the COfI"Imu· 

nist Party and the Russian Revolu· 
tion ... as on the one hand. mull of 
the defnt of the revolution in 
w estern Europe. But. in turn, it 
b«ame • decisive factor In nusing 
further and ... onc delulS . 

The October Revolution had 
se",rd as • n.llyin, pOi nt for the 
... orkers· m",",menl throuahou t the 
",·orld . In 1919. the Bolsheviks under 
~nln and Trotsky h.d played a 
le.dilli role in establishilli the Third 
(Communist) Internation.1 to takc 
the place of the !"elormist 5«ond 
Inte ..... tional.nd serve u the brain 
01 the ..-oriel revolutionary p .... 

tariat. 
But revolutions were defeated and 

the revolutionary tide ebbed. A. the 
Russian bu~aucracy became conso
lidated in p""'er, ilS intcrests 
inc~lIillily determined the policies 
of the Comintern. 

State (N'nenhip of industry and 
«<JIIOmie pl.nni .... made possi~ 
by the ",'orken' victory , laid the ba' ..• 
for the indumialwlion of the Soviet 
Union and its e\'enlual emerSCnce .. 
a major povo·cr. The bureaucracy was 
prOlll'ssivc in Ihat il "·a,. forced to 
defend state """nership and planning 
"'hieh .. as indilpenlible 10 its (N'n 
uistence. Bu t in e"ery o ther rnpe<:t 
ilS DarT(N' nationalisl intercst.
expressed in Stalin's claim thal it 
..... possible to build "~odalism in 
one cou ntry" -had nothinll in 
common with the proaramme of 
intern.tional revolulion upheld by 
Marxil./l\. 

Thus the intern.tional SINgle of 
the workillJl dan to replace capita· 

Racism In France 
On ChrislmasEw: 1980. SO people 

lhe mayor of Vilry altackrd a 
of JOO black immillrant 
from Mali in West Alrka. 

;-;;;, off phones, electricity, gas 
cenlral heatins. and damaged 

hoslel "'ith a bulldo~er. 
0( riahl·wina 

• 
of Ihe 

cl I candi· 
m.yor and 

and ... ilhoul m._ 
,;;;;. France 

"" 

i children iD holiday 
h .. been limited; in Ren nes 

buildilli of .n IsI.mic 
I I h .. been stopped; the 

Mayor of Amiens .... nlS 10 "thin OIIt 
the t""" n's immigrants"; the CP 
Mayor 01 Lyon refused to accepl .ny 

M'" immigrant lamilies into the (ity . 
The ep c.Us lor .n immediate 

SlOP to immigration- which, they 
claim, causes unemployment. The 
CP leadership .Iso blames immi· 
arant workers for (rime .• nd c.lls 
lhem • "burden" on educ.tion and 
,,·elf.~ f.cilities. 

In ",ality it is the crisis 01 
capitalism ,,'hieh brinas .boul m.ss 
uMmployment and depressed social 
conditions. 

Instead of fightina for fOClallft 
policies the CP kaden hope 10 
protect the FreDCh ""orkers wilhin 
the fr.me .... ork 0( F~nch c.pitalism. 
Abandonin, the most basic princi· 
pies of in ternationalism and worken' 
unity, they hne cnded up ... ith racist 
policIes 0 1 division no different fTom 
those of IIIe c.pitalist parties. 

By their present .muin¥ action. 
the French CP le.den hope to ca~h 
the vote 01 the 'poor ... hites· of 
Franee. They 111: appuiin, to the 
racialisl p",judic:es 01 the most 
b.ck .... rd sections of worken. 
Tr.gicaUy, no Ie.d is aiven 10 the 
ad •• need worken who see the need 
for uniled UNUIe lJIainilthe bosses 
and the capi talist ao-"trnmcnl 01 

parties 01 i 
n~1 under i 
kad inc:"itabl)' 10 their 
alODj nalional;'t and 
This has on.cc 

The mass of Fll'och 

supporl~,~,,:~c~P~~'tH;'; 5' ,,'ith lhe 
presenl 
,le lnc:n:uillJl1y i 

the IICnuinc: ITI,,,',,,'OO,,· ~~". nism-Io the 

EnllClS, le:"',",;"" O>"erthrow of 
lheir party 

South A";';,;; 
demand of lhe Ie.ders 

Comm\lni,t Party that they '~'!::; 
>,ocaUy oppose the shockin,. 
position of the leldenhip of 
French sisler party, 
fight of the French 
as ""ell as .. hite-for a 
forw ard. 



Hsm ,"';Ih .... orkers· dcmo<:r"y-I~ 
only basis lor the construction of 
5Oci.lism-wl, inc:,usingly aban
dolled by the Comintern. 

Veering ~I"'een sukilbladvcn!U. 
rUm and rompkte opportunism, the 
Comintern ~r Ihis period degene· 
" led cnli~ly inlo In ins tru_nt of 
:!) f~i.n policy 01 the RIlHian 
bu~aucr.C)'. [0 Chil1l. ( 1925·271, 
(Xrmlny (1931 ·33), Spain W~36·)9) 
and clw:whcre. the bankrupt policies 
of the Comintern led 10 eu'strophic 
defeats for the workers' mOllcmcnl. 

'Peace/"I wexistcn~' with capita
lism- the search for agree ments and 
compromises wilh Western imperil
li,m- J,e..,amc the only basis on 
which the bureaucracy wU abk 10 
entrench ils _0 position ",hile lIthe 
same lime dettelopil\i the So<iel 
~,. 

Finally. in 1900. Stalin di'ibanded 
the Ilrudy defunct Comintern as I 
friendly lIesture to .... ,<h his '.Ilies" 
ROO5e'o'ch and Churrhill, prior 10 
their meetin8 It YIlla \0 divide the 
,.'orld inlo 'sphe~ of innuence' 
~Iwe<:n them . 
~spile its buruucratic degenera· 

tion. t~mendous gains h.ve been 
made in the Sovie' Union due to the 

smashinlll of capitalhm and landlor· 
dism and the introduction of • plan 
01 production. Industrial OUtpul 
incruwd ""er 52 limes from 19iJ 
( Ihe hilhest point of the economy 
undcr Tsarism) 10 196J. I."Onlp.rcd 
,..ilh less Ihan six limes in lhe USA. 

8uI no tr.tt' ~mains of lhe 
... orken· dcm~~ the Bolsheviks 
had 10111111 lor . The ,..ortinl clus 
hu no say in the TUtlnin, of the 
slale. St.lin tilled lilerally millions 
01 ,,·orken .nd ~.sanls. including 
mOSI 01 the 80Ishevi ..... in bloody 
purxes 10 p~!OCT\le IIIe position of the 
bu~aucracy and himself as leader . 
Tradc unions have been lurned inlo 
orlans 01 the stale ,,·ilh the tast of 
conlrolling the worken rather than 
dcfendi"l lheir intclalS. 

Yel 10000y the ~riod of rapid 
Irooo·lh of the SOO'iel CC"OnOmy has 
ended. <her the lasl yean. JTOWth 
ralCS ha,e fallcn below those 01 
somrcapitalisltOUnlrics. In the Fh·c 
Year Plan adop led in 1981 an 
averalc IIr_lh rllC 01 only 4% ~r 
year is expected (compared .... ilh 6% 
or 7% in the early 1970s)- and it is 
doubtful whether cven lhis li8u~ ,,·ill 
be achie'·cd. Living slandards ollhe 
.... orken a~ sla,nalin,. 

The par'SthC bu~aucracy was 
.1 ... ·.)'1 a ~Iali>·e fetter on the 
~Iop~nl of prodUction. Now il 
has becol1\.e an d ",dy!e feller. Onl, 
coIlectiYC control and manalC'_nt 
by tht: . ·orkin, class IS a ... ·hoIe c.n 
cnsu~ lhal the CC"OnOmy and society 
a~ TUn efflcienlly and in acrord.nce 
with the n«ds of the people. 0.., 
the "orkl ... claM, by crofltltrowllot 
!he lKIffil l>CflK")' bI a poUtkal 
~oIY!Ioot, can ~.fttabllah ... ken' 
demonacy on the bMl. of lhe 
planned economy and duelop 
IOdetJ 10 IOdaIt.m. 

The heroic stTUillles for worken· 
dcmocraC)' by the Hungarian prole· 
larial in 19Sf>, .nd the ~newed 
mOO"ement of the Polish worbrs 
silltt' July 1980. point the way that 
the Russian worki", class-deftlo
pW lod.y inlO the mos! p<I"'·erful 
workinl dass in the ... ·orld-will be 
com~llc:d 10 follow . 

Workers' leadership 
The Lenons of Ihe Russian 

Rcvolution cln serve U • ,uidc to 
the stTUII8I.e or lhe SOUlh Arrican 
~"OTkers today. Thry show. abo.e aU. 
lhat the . ·orkers must tlke thr lead 

.Tllt hlrocr.d SuM" i" 1~/l . ..t< iftSln.morlJ of __ t,.,..· ~TQCJ' Ihl :lOa./) --.- COftIpitl~y tlimht.'1d ht lilt lH;rNtKf. 'ic 
.,"""4/101'10/111, rrvoIUliotr. I" RUS$W. a ill lhutJ",y Ut 19$6. lilt _t,.,.. will ~.blWt IOtIWt t" _ /" Nlfryi", 111"",,11 lit, 
poll/m rt'rlO/u/ioIt .,/JiftS"II, burtrnlcrtry. 

• 



in the revolution and smash capita· 
lism. They must build an entirely 
new sta!o:-a ...... ken ' . tate-that 
can abolish the evils of the old society 
and lay· the foundations of socialism. 

AI !he ... me time the working class 
must fight to eltend its uruggle 
internationally. gain the support of 
their brothers and sisters in the 
advanced industrial countries. and 
place the ,..,..oIutioo on unshakeable 
foundations. 

The South African worhrs will 
tum in growing numbers to the ANC 
;u the only organi ... tion offering 
them the persl'«ti,-e of uniting the 
mass mo>ement. 

Asin Russia in 1911, hOl'l'ever, the 
..,volution cannot - achie~ its goals 
without a correct programme. rooted 
in the ..,.11 needs of the maSKS of 
society. The mO!>t politically ron· 
scious workers and youth " 'ill see the 
need to build the ANC on the basis of 
a programme for the IimuJtanwul 
destruction of national oppression 
and capitalism. 

As in the Russian ,..,..olutionary 
mo·'ement. the struggle for a C<>Trl'<'t 
programme will need to be conscien· 
tiously pursued in the ANC, 
Dangerous illusions in the possibility 
of achieving democracy on a 
capitalist basis ""ill need to be 
completely eradicated. 

Even more unmistakeably than in 
Russia in 1917. the ..,volutionary 
organisation of the working class is 
the key to the victory of all the 
oppressed. 

The Soulh African ,,-orking class 
today is la. more powerful in ..,lat;on 
10 lhe ..,sl of society than lhe Russian 
proletariat of 1911. and indeed 
forms the large majority of the 
population. AI lhe same time. "'-e 
face a far stronger. mo.., uperieoced 
and better organised capitalist class 
and state. It has b«n confronted by 
lhe ",-o.kers many times. and has 
leamed from conflicts around the 
world. It is planning and manoeuve· 
ring againsl the ""orkers every day. 

It is the..,fo.., all the mo.., 
essenlial thal lhe. workers who a.., 
the most conscious polilically should 
organise and prepare 10 ~h-e 
leadership 10 the working cla .. as a 
",-hole. Only lhe de>elopment of a 
cad.., of this kind will be ab le 10 
c..,ate the collective brain of the 
working class. out·plannin~ and out· 
manoeuveri ng the bosses. and 
st..,ngthening the unily of all layers 
of the working class in p..,paration 
for the taking of po..-u. 

Nothing but the full·scale mobili· 
salion of the armed workers. on the 
bMis 01 a clear understanding of 
thei r class interests and lhe tasks of 

" the ..,volution. can destroy the 
capitalist monster 

The Russian Revolution provides 
an obje.:1 lesson in how a Marx ist 
leadership can build unity in action 
among the broadest massecs of t~ 
workers, and unite other clas< . 
behind them. by organising strug; 
on a PT08ramme for the o>e.thrOl'l' . 
capitalism that proo.·ides a solution to 
lhe problems of all worke.-,; and the 
massecs as a whole . 

The c..,ation of a ..,volutionary 
state by the workers of South Africa 
will free the workers and peasants 
of lhe ""hole of Southern Africa from 
the ~rip of capitalism. The masses in 
these countries will join the South 
African ""Ofkers in this task. just as 
the opp..,ssed nationalities of the 
Russian empill' had joined the 
Russian ",-orki .. g class. 

Southern Africa under lhe rule of 
its workers ",-ill be a mighty step on 
the road to a socialisl Africa. and a 
.ocialisl ,,'orld. 

In thi~ prox", .. of world ..,.olulion. 
the basis perspecti'-es of the Russian 
Revolution and its leaders. Lenin 
and Trotsky. will be carried to 
fruition. South African worke.-,; in 
the cominll period can build on !he 
foundation s laid by the Russian 
workers in October 191 ? and help to 
utend that achievement world· wide . 

INQABA YA BASEBENZlII belna published because of tbe need for a eonsclous socialist 
"olce In tbe movement of tbe workers and youtb. Immense tasks face UI, both In the trade 
unlonl and In the ANC. 

Today It u yltal 10 link toaether thOle In tbe movement who, on tbe b85u of experience 
and events, ean eIPlaIn to tbelr feUow·struuJen the need for socialist policies. INQABA 
will belp to auemble tbe facts and present tbe arauments In support of this t85k. 

The boI.n oontrol tbe press, tbe radio and the leleyuion. Dally tbey use It to defend 
their cl ... Interetu qa!nlt tbe m,l'n, maklna propaaanda and SuppreMina Ihe truth. 

Our elau nu I1 lu own papers In whlcb aU the problems of our life are honestly 
d~!.ul-Industrial dllputn, mlarant labour and the pan lawI, unemployment, 
ed&eation, boualDa and trantport , police terrorism, the manoeuues of the reaLme. We 
need our own publleatloDJ wbere we can lU'Iue for the proaramme, stralqJ' and tactics 
needed to oyerthrow the enemy. 

Make INQABA your ownjoumal. Dbcuss It with your comrades. Use It to expreM your 
own esperienee., lIP! emenh and dlnareements. Use It to expose the thlnp the bos5eI 
and the realme keep quiet about. 

Write about the dllly stroaaJes of life In the towublps and workplaces. Write about 
national. and International IlIues. Send mldn, letters, photoaraphs, cartoons, 
,uiewl- wbateYet" you want to brlna to the attention of your comradn In the ItroaaJe all 
over the OOUDtr)'. 

ThOle who uve no uler way of oontactlna INQABA or of passlDa material OD to us, can 
use the followlna pGltaI addltlll: BM Dox 1719, London WCIN 3XX. 
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