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MOBILISE A MASS ANC
TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT |

“The character of the social regime, and consequently the char-
acter of every revolution, is determined by the character of the
class that holds the power in its hands. The power can pass from
the hands of one class into the hands of another only through a
' overthrow and not by any means through an or-

ganic ' ing over' "™
Leon Trotsky on the Spanish Revolution (1931).

As we go to press, the release of Nelson Mandela is imminent.
Following the release of other ANC leaders, this is but the most
dramatic of the changes which government policy has undergone
since P.W. Botha was unceremoniously put out to graze. At least
on the surface it seems the whole political situation in SA has

changed.

In contrast to the wild igheid of Groot Krokodil Botha,
we now have the calmly calculated and deliberate implementa-

tion of government reform policy by de Klerk. In place of Botha's
clumsy bullying and finger-waving we have the image of sweet

reasonableness of “Mr Nice Guy”,

by Basil Hendrickse

These developments might have
scemed unthinkable 6 months ago.
For 3 years, under the State of Emer-
gency, the regime had made the sub-
duing of the black working class the
main content of their policy. Now the
Emergency has been partially re-
laxed, and the government is involved
in discussions with the ANC -- the
same “terrorists” they have blamed
for the “unrest” in the townships.
Yesterday’s heresies are today's
truths, yesterday’s demons, today’s
saints.

This change in style, presentation
and implementation of government

licy is the outward expression of an
important shift in ruling class strat-
egy. Under de Klerk the question of
negotiations with the ANC now occu-
pies centre stage in politics.

But does this really mean that our
movement does not need to over-
throw the government after all? In
fact it would be quite wrong, however
remarkable the events now unfolding,
to fall into the delusion that anything
fundamental has altered in the under-

lying conflict between the races and
classes in South Africa.

1984-86

For decades the ruling class has
been politically divided over the ques-
tion of how to deal with the nising
strength of the black working class -
between policies of reform and racist
repression. In recent years there have
been combinations of reform and re-
pression. Neither policy has suc-
ceeded in getting the black working
class to tamely submit to the system of
exploitation, i.e., to defeat them.

The insurrectionary movement of
1984-6, although based mainly on the
youth, and eventually contained by
the government, had a profound ef-
fect on all the classes. It brought the
ruling class face to face with the dire
threat before their system in the form
of a mass revolution by the black
working class. It revealed conclusively
that the experiment of the “tricameral
constitution” had failed, and faced the
ruling class with the need to consider
much more radical measures to try to
contain the black working class and
avert revolution.

The ferocity of the state's reaction
under the Emergency was an indica-
tion of the seniousness with which
they regarded the situation. But, as
Ingaba had predicted, the Emcrgency
itself solved nothing. It clamped the
lid down on the boiling revolt, but
could not put out the fire of discon-
tent underncath. It could not reverse
the objective processes that capital-
ism and apartheid had set into mo-
tion.

1984-6 was the overture to the SA
revolution. In that sense it was a deci-
sive walershed in history,

Underneath the lid of the Emer-
gency, a partial recovery of the revo-
lutionary movement took place. As
the carthquake in the cities subsided
temporarily, the afier-shocks of 1984-
6 shook the rural areas. Social convul-
sions in Bophuthatswana, Venda,
Eﬁkuegifa KwaNdebele, and Botshabelo

rought fresh forces into the struggle,
loosening one of the most important
pillars in the stability of the apartheid
order -- the conservatism and submis-
sivencss of the rural masses.

During 1987, only a year after the
imposition of the Emergency, SA wit-
nessed the biggest wave of industrial
struggles ever, including the si
largest industrial strike - that of the
min ers.

The miners’ strike, the first since
1946, was defeated. But this was not
due to any lack of ss to do
battle on the part of the workers. It
was the failure of the leadership, who
dispersed the strength of the miners
by sending them to the homelands,
and failed to organise any cifcctive
solidarity action 1 COSATU
and SAYCO when the attention of
the whole working class, and indeed
the whole of society was focussed on
this particular battle, In fact more
than a million workers in other sec-
tors of industry were Coming out on
strike at the same time waiting for a
call from the leaders to combine their
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Despite this setback, despite the
destruction of its h uarters during

the 1987 railstrike, TU doubled
its membership by _19'39. The Emer-



gency failed to break the black work-
ing class: rather, it emerged stronger
than ever. This undefeated strength
was shown in the magmficent political
general strike of June 6-8, 1988,

In 1989, resistance burst to the
surface again in campaigns of mass
defiance: against KP councils, against
the Labour Act, against segregation
in the workplaces and society, against
apartheid elections.

No matter how much “demo-
cratic” wailing the liberal capitalists
did over the curtailment of demo-
cratic freedoms, the whole ruling
class was unanimous when the Emer-
gency was imposed. They thought it
totally necessary to halt what was
clearly the gravest threat capitalism
had faced -- that of a workers revolu-
tion,

But the longer the Emergency re-
mained in force, the more its im
tence became apparent. It failed to
keep the lid on the black working
class. It ensured the thorough dis-
crediting and collapse of Botha's re-
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Workers toyi-toyi outside Pretoria’s COSATU House

form programme. A sense of paralysis
gripped the government, preparing
the conditions [or Botha's removal
from oflice.

White domination
unsustainable

In the past, it has been possible for
capitalism to maintain the blacks in
slavery by cementing together the dif-
ferent classes in white society on the
on¢ hand and by keeping the blacks
dmvided on the other. Throughout the
history of capitalism in SA, the central
aim of all government policy has been
to mamtain this machinery for the
exploitation of the black working
class. Dvide-and-rule is the historical
weapon of capitalism in SA.

Since 1948 this has meant the at-
templ, through the policy of apart-
heid, to reinforce the exclusion of
Alricans from political power by re-
stricting their right to residence in the
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cities, and developing the reserves
into independent “national states”
where the Alricans were to go and
exercise their “democratic™ rights.

But the dialectic of history is hav-
ing a sweel revenge on the ruling
class. Inmitially very successful in main-
taining the cheap labour system on
which the cconomy has developed,
apartheid, by its very “success” in that
respect, has now scnously under-
mined the basis of capitalist rule.

The homelands, always reservoirs
of cheap labour, have failled in ther
purpose - the political containment
of the African working class. Influx
control has had to be abolished as the
Alfncan majorty pour relentlessly
into the cities looking for a livelihood.

Together with industrialisation,
this has led to the creation of a huge,
urbanised black proletariat, uniting
across tribal lines -- the very develop-
ment which the whole structure of
South African society was designed to
prevent.

An enormous change in the racial

......
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balance of forces has taken place, not
only within SA but in the Southern
African sub-continent.

It is no more than 15 years ago
that the apartheid regime in SA was
buttressed by white minority regimes
along its borders in Angola, Mozam-
bique, Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia),
supplemented by SA’s own occupa-
tion of Namibia, Today SA remains as
the only white minority government in
a region of 100 million people.

Within SA itself, by the year 2000,
the population is expected to reach
between 47 and 50 million of which
the whites will constitute no more
than 5-6 million. Between 1986 and
1989 alone, the urban African popula-
tion increased by 25%! From a long-
term historical point of view, white
domination is finished.

The law that consciousness lags
behind conditions applies to every
class in society. The long-term impli-
cations of these objective factors were
not a new discovery. But it required
the revolutionary action of the work-
ing class to hammer these points
home before the reformist wing of the
ruling class could gain the upper hand
to pursue its policies -- at least for the
time being,

De Klerk’s strategy

Coming from the right wing of the
Mationalist Party, de Klerk is now the
pace setter for the reformist wing of
big capital! The irony of this must
leave a bitter taste in Botha’s mouth
as he wanders about in the Wilder-
ness. De Klerk’s strategy is to lay a
new basis for the division of the black
proletariat, to try to defeat the revolu-
tion.

The ruling class recognises that in
the long run it would be impossible to
maintain the monopoly of govern-
ment in white hands. Yet there can be
no question of them giving the gov-
ernment to the blacks.

Historically, the blacks have been
excluded from political power, have
been denied the right to vote, because
of the risk that this would lead to the
overthrow of capitalism itself.

That danger has now been magni-
fied several times over. Whilst the
black prolctariat created by capital-
ism is acting as the central force of
attraction around which the whole
black ‘nation’ is uniting, the white
government and its policics is the
source of the divisions splitting white

society apart as never before.

While, more than ever, there can
be no question of the ruling class
handing the government to the blacks,
it has become impossible to maintain
their complete exclusion from it.

Thus the strategy of the ruling
class depends on keeping state power
in capitalist hands as the ultimate
weapon against the working class --
while using the form of government in
a more flexible way to try to diffuse
the previously established unity of the
black working class.

To keep one’s bearings during
rapidly-changing events, it is critical
to keep attention on the central ques-
tion: which class holds state power.
There is no question of the capitalist
class giving up the state power. Only
their revolutionary overthrow can
achieve this.

The final option available to the
ruling class -- an option they are hold-
ing in reserve -- is to use military
power to the full to try to crush the
working class. In SA this would mean
unleashing civil war,

Although the bourgeoisie will not
shrink from civil war if they consid-
ered this necessary to crush the revo-
lution, they will go down that road
only if no other alternative exists. A
civil war would be an extremely risky
business out of which, apart from the
long-term domestic and international
economic and political repercussions,
the ruling class are not confident of
emerging as the victors against a
black working class that would have
no alternative but to arm itselF.

Already vigilantism, so brutally in
evidence again in the railway workers
strike, has forced black workers and
youth to begin to arm. It is from this
nightmare that the ruling class has
recoiled for the time being by pursu-
ing a morc radical strategy of reform.

International factors

In pursuing the path of reform, the
ruling class takes comfort from the
present international economic and
political conjuncture.

The toenadering between the So-
viet Union and the USA is playing an
important role in international politi-
cal relations. It has had a material
elfect on policies of political partics
and governments the world over.

With mass uprisings throughout
Eastern Europe, the revolt of the na-
tionalitics in the Sovict Union, and

simmering discontent among the So-
vict masses, the Russian bureaucracy
under Gorbachev is trying to disen-
gage from potential points of conflict
internationally -- to head off revolu-
tion at home,

It has moved from ils previous
policy of peaceful co-existence with
imperialism, to virtual capitulation.
The Soviet bureaucracy has never
supported workers’ revolution. Now it
has abandoned even‘a formal adher-
ence to “revolution”, in favour of
“negotiated settlements™ compromis-
ing with capitalism.

Gorbachev promotes this policy in
the name of “world peace.” But it will
not lead to peace. In fact it cannot
prevent the I'Etun: of instability, wars,
revolution and ° counter-revolution
that both Stalinism and capitalism
holds in store for humanity.

The capitalists present the crisis in
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union
as proof that socialism cannot work.
In reality it is a crisis of Stalinism -- of
bureaucratic rule. But sections of the
bureaucracies themselves (including
Gorbachev, who sings praises to capi-
talism) are muddying the waters %}r
preaching the desirability of capitalist
measures to solve their crisis -- when
the solution lies in the removal of
bureaucratic rule by the working
class.

It is true that while Stalinist re-
gimes are subject to social convulsion
and political upheaval, capitalism, at
least in the advanced capitalist coun-
tries, is enjoying a temporary flush of
prosperily. The boom in the capitalist
economies started in 1982 and is now
the longest single cycle of growth in
the post war period.

But for the most part this boom
has had a very feeble basis, with
growth rates h::arin% no comparison
to those of 1950-75. It is hard to pre-
dict how much longer this boom will
last, but it is inevitable that it will
exhaust itself, The wild fluctuations
on the world stock Ex{‘hangcs are an
indication of the fragility of the sys-
tem. The excitement about a new
golden age for capitalism is mis-
placed.

This apparent success of capital-
ism coinciding with the failure of sys-
tcms based on revolution and so-
called “socialism” is the material ba-
sis for the confidence of the capitalist
class in the future of their system and
the naturc of relations between the
world powers at present.

Both within SA and internation-
ally the leadership of the working
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class is failing to explain this, thus
adding to the confusion in the minds
of workers and youth espeaially over
the events in Eastern Europe. Events
there represent the collapse of Stalin-
ism not socialism. lllusions in capital-
ism among the masses of these coun-
trics represenl a reactionary ouler
shell, within which a struggle for
democratic control by the working
masscs against Stalinist burcaucratic
rule 1s taking place.

In the absence of a mass revolu-
tionary party of Marasm at the head
of the struggle, consciousness is incvi-
tably confused, and counter-revolu-
lionary dangers may multiply.

The whole problem could be
solved by the overthrow of the bu-
rcaucracics, and their replacement by
workers' democracy, as genuine
Marxists have always pointed out,
This would lay the basis [or the demo-
cratic control of the government and
the economy by the working class and
the proper and harmonious use ol
resources and the labour power of the

workers within the indmwidual coun-
trics and between them. On this basis
it would possible to create a level of
prosperity far outstripping capitalism.

But this whole conjuncture, giving
an apparent boost 1o the system of
capitalism, combined with
(iorbachev's willingness to collabo-
rate with imperialism in seeking “ne-
gotiated solutions™ ol “regional prob-
lems”, forms an important factor in
the calculations of the SA ruling class.

De Klerk’'s mission

All this has convinced the strate-
gists of the ruling class in SA 10 ex-
periment with accommodaling  at
least a layer of the blacks into the
system of capitalism. They hope by
this mcans to break up the cohesion
and the unity that has developed
around the movement of the black
working class up to now,

This of course, is nothing new. It
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has always been the purpose of re-
form. The difference this time is that
de Klerk aims to draw atl least ele-
ments of the ANC itsell into govern-
menl. He has (o try to reconcile the
contradiction between the incessant
demands of the blacks for the nght to
vole for a government of their choice,
and the maintcnance of capitalism.
He recognises this is impossible un-
less black leaders, in whom the
masses have confidence, can per-
suade their followers to accept some-
thing less than majority rule.

The leadership of the ANC, unfor-
tunately, has not understood the sig-
nificance of de Klerk’s policy. They
present negoliations with de Klerk as
a step towards majority rule when in
fact the negotiations arc designed to
prevent majority rule.

Even well-informed bourgeois
commentators arc remarking upon
this: “Governmenl theoreticians have
Moated a number of complicated
models, but what they all boil down to
is that each race group i1s equally
weighted in the legislature, regardless
of its size, so that no single group can
dominate. In addition, all key deci-
sions have to be reached by consensus
between all the groups, which gives
the white minority a veto,

“Black nationalists object to this
on two grounds. First, it would re-
quire continued race classification.
Second, the velo power would enable
the whites to prevent any radical re-
structuring of the socio-economic sys-
tem and so entrench the privilege they
have built up...

“However, Mandela s said to
have accepted that the transition will
nol come in a single step but several.
This suggests the ANC/MDM may
settle for less than they want as an
initial phase, then use the political
power gained to campaign for more --
so moving step by step towards the
goal of majority rule.”(Allister
Sparks, Observer, London, 14/1/90).

Even if, by giving up one after the
other of the black working class’s
demands, a temporary agrecment
could be struck, it would lcad not to a
siep-by-siep democratic advance, but
to further outbreak of bloody conflict.

As soon as the working class re-
cognises that de Klerk's schemes are a
scheme to defraud them of their
democratic rights, they would return
to the path of revolution. The present
“negotiations” policy of the ANC
leadership will not help the revolu-
tion, but place new diflicultics and
obstacles in its path.
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The bourgeois
better hife for all in South Africa.
But despite
position. But
creating illusions.

handing over of

programme.

Letter from a SAYCO
member

is press writes that de Klerk’s promises of reform imply a

promises, defiance has been met with
Time and again the white state will clamp down on the op-
will keep talking of reform, continue meeting Mandela,

Will they stop inflation? Will they provide a living wage? Will they build
houses? Will they abolish the LRA? No, they will only make
amendments in order to ensure that the state and bosses stay in control!
The leadership of our organisations keep pushing for negotiations. Time
and again they talk about peace, a united front and conditions for the
power. But they meet with each other, with the bosses and
the state behind closed doors, talking and deciding without the people. We
need to follow them behind these closed doors and discuss their political

When the state has no other way they will then draw up some federal
constitution which will ensure that the bosses still make enormous profits
and their defense remains. But they will not allow majority rule.

“Phambili Nomzabalazo Wabasebenzi™ —~ Forward with the workers’
struggle means one person one volte in an undvided South Africa!

police action, deten-

Even if the price the government
has to pay for ANC participation is to
Imlr:y concede ‘the m?:ln blacks,
the constitution would be contrived in
such a way as to exclude the possibil-
ity of majority rule. The essential
structure of class privilege and, there-
fore, race privilege also would remain
intact.

That, broadly speaking, is de
Klerk's strategy. But only a foolish
strategist places all his eggs in one
basket. In reserve there is the state
power to be used mercilessly again
when necessary, directly or indirectly,
as in the railway workers’ strike.

Even in embarking on the strategy
of negotiations with the ANC, De
Klerk has to move with caution
for fear that a movement of the work-
ing class will be

This is why the release of ANC
lcaders has been so carefully staged.
De Klerk has wanted to test the re-
sponse of the people to this, and the
response of the leaders to the expec-
tations of the people. The release of
Mandela will again provide a critical
test for the strategy of the govern-
ment.

Unfortunately the whole Congress
leadership is playing directly into de
Klerk’s hands by ruling out any mo-
bilis?tic:ln and mass action, for ¢x-
ample doing nothing to support the
S.Allj‘s s-trikg, which could EE::I the
reform plans. But the government, for
its part, shows no corresponding

goodwill!

Simultancously with “negotia-
tions”, the regime is stcpping up its
efforts to divide the working class in
order to repress it. The traditional
weapon for the division of the blacks
has been tribalism.

The rural revolt has exposed the
tribal and homeland rulers as agents
of the white government in the eyes of
the rural masses. Nothing the white
government does can restore the au-
thority of these rural dictators. This is
the significance of the movement of

opposition to incorporation into the
homelands, and gmst independ-
ence that has swept through these
rural areas over the past few years.

Yet the homelands continue to
occupy a central place in the strategy
of the government to maintain tribal
divisions amongst the Africans. This
is onc question over which every sec-
tion of the ruling class, from “hiberal™
to conservative are unanimous. What-
ever their faults, the bourgeoisie says,
“the homelands are a reality”.

For all these reasons the whole
strategy of the regime depends cru-
cially on the preparedness of the Con-
gress leadership to co-operate. The
regime hopes to restore the authority
of the tribal and homeland leaders by
leaning on the authority particularly
of the leaders of the ANC.

This is why it is such a tragic mis-
take for the ANC leaders to boost the
credibility of Holomisa, Mabuza,

Buthclex, ete.
Negotiations

The centrepiece in de Klerk's
strategy is negotiations. Using this in
the way the Venus Fly Trap flower
uses ils neclar, he hopes to trap the
leaders and destroy our movement.
Like nectar, iali have a
seductive smell. But our rs will
participate in these negotiations at
their peril and that of the movement.

We are not saying 1alions
should be rejected in prmm Nego-
tiations are a matter of tactics. The
most important consideration in tac-
tics is to avoid deceiving the masses.
On the contrary tactics to raise
the understanding of the masses of
the need to take revolutionary action.

By entering into i with
de Klerk, the ANC leaders will un-
avoidably mislead millions into think-
ing that freedom can come “from
above™ -- and that there is no need to
overthrow the state.

The government has no intention
of granting genuine democracy.
“Don’t expect me”, De Klerk told a
western diplomat recently “to negoti-
ate mysell out of " (Observer,
London, 4/6/89). If the regime were
prepared to iatc the practical
handover to majority rule (Ec only
Fcnuim: democracy), then it would be

oolish not to participate. But this is
clearly not the case. Therefore these
negotiations must be rejected.

Cuito Canavale

In support of the argument that
we ﬂuulﬁps:gmiﬂ:. some Congress
lcaders have compared the position
with the battle of Cuito Canavale in
southern Itis that SA
was militarily defeated in that battle
and consequently was compelled to
ncgotiate withdrawal not oaly from
Angola, but from Namibia.

¢ comparison is misguided.
Firstly, SA was not defeated in that
battle. They could have continued and
possibly won that battle -- but only at
the cost of a high number of white
casualtics and the long-term escala-
tion of the war, a cost they considered
too high for the strategic interests of
the state,

For this reason they retrcated,
turning to a modified regional strat-
egy: a negotiated agreement with the
Angolan government and the Cubans
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allowing for the withdrawal from
Namibia, but without losing control,
There was no question of giving up
any vital interest.

Reality has more than one side.
While wil{ldrawing from direct politi-
cal control in Namibia, SA’s long-
term domination of Namibia has in
effect now been sanctified by interna-
tional agreements, and its ability to
dominate the whole of Southern Af-
rica extended by the wcakening of
SA’s international 1solation.

If there is an analogy between
Cuito Canavale and the internal situ-
ation in SA today, it lies in this: the
regime has no intention of giving up
any vital interest within SA as a re-
sult of negotiations.

Lancaster House

Equally mistaken would be to be-
licve there is any comparison between
the Lancasier Housc negotialions
(which led 1o independence in Zim-
babwe) and the present siuation
within SA.

Smith participated in those nego-
tiations because the white minority
government had begun to lose the
war. As his intelligence chicl, Ken
Flower, admiticd afterwards, had the
war conlinued to a conclusion the
guerrillas would have taken control of
the capital. This would have led to the
overthrow ol capitalism itself.

Had Smith refused to negotiate in
time, @ SA invasion of Zimbabwe

would have been the only alternative
to a military victory for the guerrilla
armics. But SA rejected that option
because of the enormous risks and
costs involved in a military occupa-
tion, including the radicalisation of
the masses throughout Southern Af-
rica.

On the other hand the power of
SA imperialism was a prime factor n
persuading Mugabe and the other
guerrilla leaders to promise to leave
capitalism in Zimbabwe intact. This
enabled the whites and the capitahsts
o salvage on the negotiating table
much of what they had begun 1o lose
on the battlehicld.

This is manifestly not the position
in SA. Il the SA state were to be
defeated in a revolution, the result
would be winner takes all.

The “settlement” in Zimbabwe
was possible only because the work-
ing class remained passive, and al-
lowed the petty-bourgeois national-
ists heading ZANU and ZAPU 10
rais¢ themselves to power by agree-
ment with the capitalists and imperni-
alists. Now the workers are faced with
having to wage bitter struggles against
an increasingly repressive regime in
Zimbabwe, which 1s clawing back all
the reforms and enriching the black
elite in co-operation with the white
capitalists.

In SA, the black working class is
making the revolution by itls own
struggle, and the question is whether
this revolution will be led to victory by
the ANC, or paralysed by misguided
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“negotiations”, and so prepared for
sethacks and even bloody defeal.

The state of the battle

As Trotsky pointed out in discuss-
ing the Spanish civil war in the 1930s,
“It is a basic rule of tactics: if you wanl
to get stronger, do not begin with an
exaggeration of your forces.” Jusl as
mistaken, we would add, is to under-
estimate the strength of the enemy. In
other words it is necessary Lo make as
accurate an analysis as ible of the
balance of forces, and the state of the
battle.

As already explained, the Emer-

ncy -- despite 50 000 arrests, the
ﬁ:':mn'mg of organisations and loss of
thousands of lives -- did not inflict a
decisive defeat on the working class.
So far as the movement of the masses
is concerned the revolution which
began in 1984-6 is now ready lo march
forward again,

Al the same time, the revolution is
still in its early stages. It would be an
exaggeration to say the regime is fully
in the grip of a revolutionary crisis.

The sure-footed confidence of de
Klerk is not without significance. It is
based on the fact that even during the
SOE the regime did not use more
than a fraction of the fire power at its
di l. In the white lation this
réﬁ:nﬁ: still has :nnrmp:;l;': social re-
SCTVCS.

To give the ncgolialions strategy
credibility, the regime’s armed forces
have had to stand back from the front
line. Its claws have been withdrawn
and a smile put on the face of the
tiger. The winding up of the Joint

anagement Commiltees, the less-
ening of the military training period
and the reduction in the defence
budget do not alter the power of the
SADF. De Klerk is widening the
smile of the tiger ... while it wails.

Yet the Rockman affair shows
that the stale is vulnerable to disinte-
gration where it relies on black forces.
Morcover there are already unprece-
dented splits opening up within white
society. By mobilising our full
strength, the black working class can
develop the power to defeal this state.

However, so long as the leaders
hold back and divert the masses from
this task, the military-police appara-
tus, based on the whiles, will retain its
cohesion as a formidable foundation
for bosses’ rule.

A new upsurge has already begun.
Although not yet as ficry, it is qualita-
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Build a

to overthrow
the government !

For workers' power
democracy and socialism!

Mayxist Workers™ Tendency of fhe ANG

De Klerk rejects majority rule —
no negotiations with De Klerk |

No retreat from the
Freedom Charter !

Build a mass ANC

10 overthrow
the government !

For workers’ power
demoaracy and socialism |

Marxisl Workers” Tendency of the ANG

tively more advanced than in 1984-6,
While that was initiated and sustained
almost entirely by the working-class
youth, today it is the industrial work-
ers spearheading the movement.

Despite the confidence exhibited
by de Klerk, fear of the proletarian
revolution lies at the heart of govern-
ment strategy. De Klerk’s actions are
more than an episodic tactical ma-
noeuvre. The capitalist class is under-
taking a serious defensive readjust-
ment of their system,

But they are not going to risk their
fate by resting simply on the support
of the Congress leadership. The es-
sential basis of their rule remains the
military-police apparatus of the state.
Whatever they are prepared to “nego-
tiate”, state power is not negotiable.

On this fact the attempt to recon-
cile the races and the classes in SA
will founder.

There may be many attempts at
negotiations, collapse of negotiations,
re-establishment of negotiations, col-
lapse again. There may be “agree-
ment” partly reached, or reached and
then broken. Ultimately this cannot
prevent the polarisation in society
continuing.

The Conservatives have been set
back. But they are by no means a
spent force. No serious analysis of
political developments can exclude
ferocious right-wing reaction in the
future. As the political and economic
crisis deepens, the whites too will seek
desperately for a way out of the im-
passe. Unless a decisive democratic
socialist alternative, in place of the
dog-eat-dog compelition of capital-
ism, is offered to them by the black
working class, they will continue to

provide a reliable social basis for rac-
1st reaction in the hope of securing
their future.

There is the future possibility of
more reactionary governments, and
even military government,

The black proletariat will not sub-
mit patiently to unrelieved suffering,
It has rallied behind the ANC banner
for the purpose of liberating itsell. Tt
will have to find or create in the ANC
a revolutionary leadership to carry
through this task. Otherwise the dan-
ger will be created of the political
break-up of the proletariat, leading to
chaos, bloody infighting and the col-
lapse of the country into racial civil
war.

All the factors which sparked off
the revolution, far from receding,
continue to accumulate. The misery
and deprivation which capitalism im-
poses on the working class continues
unrelieved. New explosions are abso-
lutely inevitable.

The tasks of the
leadership

Therefore enormous responsibili-
ties rest on the shoulders of the lead-
ership of the ANC. SA has the possi-
bility of one of the greatest revolu-
tionary advances in human history.,

Unfortunately the actions of the
leadership thus far should fill the
working class with alarm. There is not
one instance of an all-out nation-wide
struggle against the regime or the
bosses in which the Congress leaders
have even tried to mobilise the full
forces at their disposal.

Instead of an uncompromising
struggle against Buthelezi involving
mobilising the workers and youth
around a social programme for hous-
ing, jobs, ectc., the leaders have at-
tempted to sccure peace in Natal
through negotiations with Buthelezi,
This policy of “peace” has brought
nothing but war, Thousands have
died unnecessarily.

There can be no greater danger
for the movement than to fail to com-
bat tribalism. Tribalism is the histori-
cal weapon of apartheid and capital-
ism for the division of the blacks. The
civil war in Natal is a grim warning of
the price our movement will pay for
incorrect policies. Unfortunately the
leadership does not appear to under-
stand this,

By embracing Holomisa, the lead-
-r::rsh'tp is anointing tribalism. Over 17
painful years, beginning in the trade
unions, the black working class has
united itself and the majority of blacks
under one banner -- thereby breaking
down the tribal and racial barriers
which were the basis of our weakness
and the source of the regime's
strength. This advance must never be

allowed to be thrown back,

COSATU

Tribalism will by no means be the
only consequence of the adoption of
“negotiations” as the strategy of the
Congress leadership. The endorse-
ment by COSATU of “negotiations™
with de Klerk has produced paralysis
in an organisation built by the work-
ers for struggle.

Afraid that the government would
be discouraged from participation in
negotiations if the movement was
mobilised in support of the railway
workers, the COSATU leaders have
not lifted a finger in real solidarity
with the SARHWU workers. This is
the price our movement is paying in
order not to disturb the “negotiations
process”,

It is left to a bourgeois journalist
to comment on the irony of a govern-
ment that claims to be committed to
negotiations with the ANC but will
not negotiate with its own employees.

The continuation of this policy
which converts negotiations into
handcuffs on the wrists of our organ-
isations, will encourage even more
savage aggression from the bosses
and the state than has been shown
against the railway workers so far.



COSATU, like the ANC, has a
tremendous potential to unify the
whole working class -- if a serious pro-
gramme of action was put forward.
However if militant phrases are end-
lessly substituted for action - if the
real policy remains one of inaction --
then what presently s a symbol of
unity can be turned into disappoint-
ment, cynicism and division on the
part of the working class.

The black working class has a
powerful progressive instinct of non-
racialism -- for unity of working class
people aganst the system of exploita-
tion. This 15 a colossal conguest of
consciousness. But if in practice, non-
racialism s turncd by the lcadership
into an excuse for class-compromise
-- if it is turncd against the interest of
the working class as is the case now —
then the ground may be prepared for
new splits in the direction of black
nationalism as an apparcntly more
“revolutionary” alternative,

PAC

The reemergence of the PAC
(PAM) would be insignificant were it
not for the dangers created by the
“negotiations™ policy of the Congress
leadership and their consequent un-
willingness to mobilise mass action,
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Shrewdly, the PAC leaders make
opposition to these negotiations their
main point of propaganda. It is not
accidental that they use left-wing and
“socialist” dem to reach the car
of the black working class. They are
black nationalist petty-bourgeois
trying to make their way in politics by
manipulating the working class.

If they achicve a hT: following,
they d play an absolutely treach-
erous role, contributing as in 1950s
and early 1960s, to the break-up of the
movement. The way to avoid the PAC
danger 1s to unify the black working
in Congress by means of a serious
programme ol action.

But that mcans breaking with the
present policy of negotiations with de
Klerk and adopting instead the revo-
lutionary policy of the Marast Work-
ers’ Tendency of the ANC.

The period ahead

The heroic insurrection in Roma-
nia shows that once the working class
moves as a whole, no state power,
however mighty, can stop them.

The Congress leaders have an
opportunity now to mobilise an un-
stoppable movement against the re-
gime. But this requires clarity of pol-
icy, programme and perspectives.

Power can be conguered only by
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the working class struggling to defeat
and overthrow the state. This requires
the mobilisation of the whole working
class around a programme for hous-
ing, jobs, a decent health and educa-
tion system, nonc of which are pos-
sible under capitalism. Together with
this mobilisation we must arm the
movement and make an appeal to the

while workcrs o come over (o the
side of the revolution.

We say:

* De Klerk rejects ma-
jority rule -- no negotia-
tions with De Klerk!

* For one-person-one-
vote in an undivided
South Africa!

* No retreat from the
Freedom Charter!

* Build a mass ANC to
overthrow the govern-
ment!

* Forward to workers’
power, democracy and
socialism!
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NEGOTIATIONS?

F.W. de Klerk presents himself to the voters as a man of “nego-
tiation” and “peacefnl settlement” with the black people. Bu: his
manifesto shows he is only trying to entice black leaders into col-
laboration with the present system.

How should our movement respond to the government’s “nego-

tiations™ policy?

It 1s necessary for the ANC to show
willingness to negotiaic a peaceful
end to white rule and a handover of
power to the uajndl;r of the ptnplt.
We have to convince millions of
people, white as well as black, over
and over again, that the responsibility
for the sulfering and violence in the
country lies fully with the government,
the racists and the ruling class.

But to show willingness to negotiate
does not mean dropping the program
of the movement or giving up the
struggle for power. A handover of

r is mot offered by this govern-
ment. Nor will it be offered in future.
That i1s the explanation which Con-
gress activists should carry to every in-
dustrial area, every township, every
school, every dorp, every farm -- to or-
ganise and mobilise action.

Not acceptable

There 1s not one bit of the Freedom
Charter which is acceptable 10 the
government, or which it is prepared
even Lo negotiate!

While we demand One Person One
Vote in a unitary South Africa, the
government totally rejects majority
rule. It plans to continue the system of
divide-and-rule, with “own affairs”
and separate political institutions, as a
screen for white domination.

While we demand an end to apart-
heid laws and practices, the govern-
ment plans to maintain the basic
structure of segregated residential
areas, schools and facilities.

While we demand an end to injus-
tice and discrimination, the govern-
ment says that the different races have
different needs, and that social wel-
fare, education, health and housing
cannol be nqual' That is a program for
continued mass misery.

De Klerk is not offering any step-by-
step progress lowards genuine de-
mocracy. He is selling a trap, in which

Editorial Statement
Reprinted from
Militant
(August 1989)
Paper of the Marxist
Workers' Tendency
of the ANC

he hopes to catch our movement,
draw the leadership into co-operation
with the state, divide us, and then
cripple us.

This is the aim of the government
and the bosses behind all the talk
aboul “negotiations”,

In de Klerk's very same “Five Year
Plan” for negotiations, he states the
governmenl’s intenlion Lo strengthen
the SADF, police and prison service --

the main defence of while domina-
tion and the bosses’ power.

We demand the immediate and
unconditional release of Nelson Man-
dela and all political prisoners!

The 5ign5 are that the government is
preparing Lo release comrade Man-
dela after the elections -- although it
could again be delayed if the govern-
menl feels insecure,

We should have no illusions how-
ever that the release « Mandela
would mean the government is getting
ready to seriously negotiate demo-
cratic change. It will not do so. Its
immediate objective will be Lo draw in
Buthelezi and other collaborators, to
divide the masses and strengthen its
power against our demands.

It would be a mistake to wait in hope
for the prospect of a negotiated settle-
ment. That would mean falling for the
government’s tricks and playing into
its hands. The task of Congress is to
fully expose the government’s lies and
build the mass movement to over-
throw it.

It is not necessary -- in fact it would
be disastrous -- to water down the
ANC program for the sake of showing
ourselves more willing to negotiale a

peaceful solution.

The ANC’s program is already rca-
sonable. COSATU genceral secrctary
Jay Naidoo describes the Freedom
Charter as the minimum demands as
far as the working class is concerned.
No retreat from the Freedom Char-
ter!

We should emphasise just how rea-
sonable the Freedom Charter is.

We should stress our determination
to uphold individual human rights ir-
respective of race, sex or rehgion. We
should stress the equal rights of all
groups to their language and culture.

Majority rule will not (as de Klerk
falsely claims) mean “domination™ of
minorities. It will mean full equality
and [reedom. The black working-class
masses have no rcason to exploit or
discriminate against others. The sur-
est guarantee of genuine equality will
be the power of the urgams.cd working
class and its democratic organisations,

We stand for freedom of political
parties in a new South Africa, so long
as they do nolt organise armed
counter-revolution against democ-
racy. Racism, of course, must be out-
lawed,

Fears

To case the fears of the black
middle class, and the ordinary whites,
let us by all means offer security for
the modest assets of small savers and
pensioners. Let there be reasonable
guaraniees against the expropriation
of private homes, cars and other prop-
erty which is genuinely for indmadual
or family usc. The same applies to
small business property. The Free-
dom Charter threatens none of this.

But it is a dilTerent matter when it
comes to the monopolies which own
the means of production by which the
nation lives. How could there be na-
tional liberation unless the productive
wealth of our country, robbed by con-
quest and prhnlallun over three
hundred vears, is taken back from the
rich few and restored to the people?
Mayibuy’ iAfrika!

To end low wages, unemployment,
high prices, homelessness and hunger,
the nationalisation clause of the Free-
dom Charter must be carried out,
The land must be rcstﬂrnd to the
working Fm:pll: The mines, banks and
monopoly indusiries must be made
the common property of the people as
a whole,

In exposing the government’s false



o

INQABA 11

ONE AN ONE VOTE
WOULD LEADTO
THE DOMINATION
U5 ONE GROUP

OVER THE OTHER

propaganda about its intention to
“negotiate”, it is right for the ANC to
say what minimum conditions would
have to be met.

The release of all political prison-
ers; lifting of the State of Emergency
and other restrictions on political ac-
tivity; unbanning of the ANC and
other organisations; the safe return
ofexiles; ending of political trials and
executions; SADF and other paramili-
tary forces out of the townships -- all
these have been listed by Congress
leaders, and we agree with them. But
do they go far enough?

Surely the key condition has been
left out: namely that the transfer of
real power to the majority must be at-
tainable through the negotiations.

Congress should state clearly that at
least the following must be on the
agenda:

* A Constitutional Assembly, with
delegates all freely elected on the
basis of One Person One Vote from
every part of South Africa (including
the so-called “independent states”),
to draw up a new constitution.

Meanwhile:

* Immediate suspension of all seg-
regation laws. Immediate suspension
of the Labour Act.

* The equal right of all the people
irrespective of race to bear arms for
their own defence. The right of local
people to form militias for defence
purposes in all residential areas, and
of the trade unions to form workers’
defence guards in all industrial areas

and on buses and trains.

The removal of the SADF and para-
military forces from the townships or
their confinement to barracks would,
on its own, provide no guarantee that
the army couldn’t come back and
crush us at any time. Organised and
armed self-defence by virtually the
whole of the oppressed people would
be absolutely necessary if there is to
be any possibility of a peaceful trans-
fer of power.

The Marxist tendency has always
explained that the bosses, the govern-
ment, the military and police com-
manders will not give up their armed
power. It will have to be broken by
mass revolutionary struggle, and its
ranks won over to the side of the
people. Otherwise, the enemy will
mcrely bide its time, and turn again to
vicious counter-revolution at the first
opportunity.

The main task of the ANC now is to
overcome any illusions which are
spreading among the people in de
Klerk and his “negotiations” trickery.

In October 1987, the ANC National
Executive Committee issued a state-
ment “once more reaffirming its op-
position to any secret negotiations”.

It is absolutely essential that there
should never be any private or secret
meetings between Congress leaders
and the government. Otherwise the
false impression is created that the
government may be preparing to of-
fer something worthwhile. That is
precisely the aim of de Klerk’s and the
bosses’ propaganda.

If any meectings or talks are pro-
posed, the question must be: What
offers and counter-offers are on the

table for discussion? This must be
openly revealed and publicised at ev-
ery step!

After all, that’s what organised
workers insist on when negotiations
are carried out by their union repre-
sentatives. How can the vital matter of
the future government of South Africa
be negotiated in any other way?

The ranks of Congress must have
the opportunity to follow closely the
progress of any talks and control their
leadership during the conduct of any
negotiations.

No negotiations behind closed
doors! Nothing in secret! Everything
in the open and in the full glare of
public scrutiny! That is the only demo-
cratic way.

If a real transfer of power to the
majority can be negotiated peacefully
--then by all means negotiate it! But if
the enemy s to keep the state power, if
majority rule is denied, if nothing but
sham “democracy” is on the table --
reject it, and carry the explanation to
the people.

In that way we can frustrate the
tricks of de Klerk, harden the revolu-
tionary determination of the black
majority, and show to the ordinary
whites that the government and the
ruling class allows us no alternative
but the revolutionary road.

Forward to the overthrow of
the racist regime!

Forward to an ANC govern-
ment with power to implement
the Freedom Charter!

Forward to workers’ power,
democracy and socialism!
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Demonstrators taunt De Klerk:

"Come out! See who is

the power in this country”

 Cape Towwn
13 September

“Moet nie daar op die sidelines
staan nie, kom Lnin die struggle”,
shouted the youth to the thousands
lining Cape Town streets. Many gar-
ment workers from Woodstock and
Salt River left work and walked from
their factories to be on the march. As
we turned into Adderley Street one
saw a sight not seen in this city since
30 000 pecople marched from the
townships to Caledon Square in 1960.
The whole of Cape Town was brought
to a standstill. The idea that the im-
possible seemed to have happened
made many people very happy. There
was a sense that history was being
made here today. De Klerk was
forced to give in to our march. How
could they think of confronting us
when we are so big and powerful?

Dur-bam
23 September

The march was close to 30 000
strong. Commercial Road was lined
with office workers, hall of them
white. Construction workers, working
on a shop front, were hanging from
the scaffolding and joined the singing,
waving their hammers. As the mass
toyi-toyed it was as if everything
moved -- only the buildings stood.

KwaThema
25 September

Monday morning was cloudy and
bitterly cold. This didn't deter 600
people from gathering at the Civic
Hall at 8 am. Buses and taxis to take
people to town did not come. People
decided to foot it instead. Into town

Cape Town, 14 October 1989

and back was 10km, but distance was
of no consequence.

There were no less than 6 000
people when the march beat Thema
Road. People sang and toyi-toyed ju-
bilantly. A middle-aged man said:
“Let us give our children all the sup-
port we can -- tomorrow we're head-
ing for the grave.” One of the youth
shouted: “Today we demonstrate
against DET -- next time we say
‘Phantsi with community councils!" "

Students, workers, unemployed,
lumpens, housewives, teachers and
hawkers - all marched together as
one united mass. There were even
primary schools -- six to ten year olds
-- bubbling and singing along.

Placards and posters conveyed
various messages: “Mass Demo-
cratic Movement is freedom™; “We
want bread not bullets™; “Viva
Rockman”. Congress Militant posters
calling for defiance of apartheid and
one-person-one-vote in a unitary SA
daubed the march as well. Some of
the students had them pasted on
their backs with sellotape.

Photo: Congress Militant

The march was blocked by a heavy
contingent of the army and police.
Some shouted that we should break
through the wall of helmeted and
armed police with placards and bare
knuckles. However, the majority were
not in the mood for confrontation.
This had to be a peaceful march
demonstrating our strength.
Marshalls with red-white headbands
(one woman in a union T-shirt among
them) maintained discipline,

Some security police on a nearby
building with videos and cameras
had a field day taking pictures of the
crowd. Hundreds more arrived. An-
other big colourful wave of dancing
and chanting students could be seen
far-off down the road still coming.

People went back towards the
Civic Hall. Security police Sierras
went ahead of the march. Another
yellow police car with two black po-
licemen inside slowly cut through the
march with hardly anyone of the
chanting mass touching it,

People sang: “Socialism ke thebe
(Socialism is a shield)"; “Tambo

Comrades report from the areas



sithwele kanzima kulomhlaba™
(Tambo we live in hardship in this
land). Every time people came across
police they would always sing the
same “Noma siyafa sitsho sithi
halukho uvalo™ (Even if we have to
die we say we have no fear).

At the Civic Hall hawkers who
usually grace the piazza with [ruits
and vegs were nowhere to be seen,
Wave after wave arrived dancing and
singing. Police blocked ofT Nkosi
Road and told people to disperse in
ten minutes, This drew an angry re-
sponse from the crowd: “Ten minutes
is too little -~ they are mad. Where
should we disperse to - town? This is
our township: we're going nowhere.”
For a moment | thought confronta-
tion was imminent. Long after ten
minutes, people starfed trickling
away slowly.

One school student said: “We
didn't reach town, the march was a
failure.” But this is not true.

A student movement culminated
in a mass demonstration of no less
than 15 000 people, many of them
workers. Housewives were there.
Scores of households lining Thema
road cheered the march on. This
movement together with the defiance
of segregation by workers at Ergo
and Impala Platinum conflirms that
the East Rand has also entered the
political upsurge developing nation-
ally.

Pietermaritzburg, 14 October 1989

l' Cape Town l
114 October

Striking SAB workers toyi-toyed
from the station to the meeting place
in their work overalls. They sang two
songs all the time. The first compared
Gatsha Buthelezi to Hoza, the gang-
ster puppel mayor of Khayelitsha.
The second was “Tlizwe ngelethu
bascbenzi”., An SAB worker said:
“Thas 15 a victory. De Klerk was must
not be fooled, he also wants to put a
mask in front of our face so that we
mus! think that everything is OK. Did

u see the rs this morning, there
urﬂa[rcady apﬁcpzr shortage. Lfgl year
SAB made a big profit and now we
wanl to get an increase. All our work-
ers arc on strike and that is our

ri”

“Waar 5 De Klerk? Laat hy unt
kom om te sicn wie 1s dic r in dic
land” (Where is de Klerk? Let him
come oul to see who is the power in
the country) shouted a young worker
as wec marched past parliament. A
worker speaker said: “We make cars
but we don’t have any cars, we make
clothes but we don't have clothes, we
make houses but we don't have any
houses. The Freedom Charter says:
The wealth of the country shall be
shared equally amongst all the people,
we arc highting for that and nothing
less.”™
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A UDF leader, Dullah Omar,
said: “We must be careful about what
De Klerk is doing. He wants to trap
the leadership with all the talk of re-
form. We must be clear that the mo-
nopolics in the country support his
system and we will never be free as
long as these monopolies still control
the economy. Negotiations will not
win us total freedom.”

Then he said: “There are some
people who disagree with the pres-
ence of red Mags on the march. Some
people have asked me why there are
red fags on the march. There are red
flags because they are the flags of the
working class, red represents the
blood of the working class and the
goal ol our struggle. Arc there any

ople here who disagree with the red

ag? They must say so now!” There

was a massive response from the
crowd who all shouted “NO!™

Supporters of the Manast Work-
ers’ Tendency of the ANC were the
only pcople on the demonstration
mn}inﬁ a big red Mag, together with
ANC flags. They also distributed
small red flags which workers took
and were waving all the time, Sup-
porters of the SA Communist Party
were extremely angered by this. Only
one of them had the courage to ask:
“Where is the hammer and the

sickle?” A comrade replied:
“This red flag is the genuine flag of
the working class and Marxism.”
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{ Jo’burg J

14 October

The Anti-LRA march was around
15 000 strong, 90% workers. Placards
were carried: “Don’t trust De
Klerk!”, “One-person-onc vole in a
united South Africa”,

The original route was to SATS,
the Dept of Manpower and Anglo
American -- but was changed to skirt
Braamfontein and rally at the Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand. “Why are
we going to Wits? What can we chal-
lenge there? We want to march to
Anglo,” said a PPWAWU member .

[ - Natal ]
14 October

In Durban this march was smaller,
but 70% were workers. It didn’t lay
seige to the heart of the city, but down
Grey and Broad street to the Man-

r office. In Pietermaritzburg
supporters of the Marxist Workers'
Tendency of the ANC had the biggest
homemade banner, placards and
Congress Militant stickers,"Don’t
trust De Klerk”, “Step up deliance!”,
which everyone wore,

[ - Soweto
29 October

Buses and combis were arriving
from all over SA to the ‘Soccer City’
rally. Youth hanging out of windows
and banging on roof tops, slogans
and “vivas” shouted from bus win-
dows, and a thick river on foot walk-
ing and toyi-toying up to the stadium.

The stadium filled up. The atmos-
phere was not subdued, nor was it eu-
phoric. From the stands of the sta-
dium you looked out over Jo'burg,
and the mine dumps. Who controls
all that and in whose interests, is
what the struggle is ultimately about.

The crowd was very mixed. Afri-
can women of about 60 years of age,
had travelled from Natal with the
youth. There were organised workers
in the thousands, though they were
absorbed into the mass. But you
didn’t feel the power of the workers at
the rally in the same way you could
sense it in the recent LRA demos. At
1230pm the leaders were brought in
like heads of state -- led by a group of
goose-stepping “young lions”. 80 000

people joined in a rapturous toyi-toyi
and applause.

Mhlaba stressed moderation in
the face of government and state in-
transigence. He said the chiefs still
have an important role to play and
stressed the traditional ANC, the
ANC of Luthuli and Seme.

When reference was made to Na-
tal 1 interjected and shouted
“Phantsi Gatsha Buthelezi!™ and all
the workers around me raised their
fists and shouted “Phantsi!"

Sisulu said the deliance cam-
paign must continue and spoke
against the “fratricide in Natal".
“We call on COSATU, the UDF and
Inkatha to continue their search for

peace.”

In our bus a white collar Afri-
kaans-speaking man who works for an
insurance company had come from
Pretoria. “I wouldn't have missed this
event for the world. I've never felt so
optimistic than over the last three
weeks.” Al the rally he responded
with clenched fist to Amandla! Later
he said how much he agreed with all,
but more importantly there had been
no antagonism to him as a white.

Mzwakhe is doing his act down on
stage. He recites one of his popular
poems: Triple M, Matanzima,
Mphephu, Mangope ... Meeesssss. The
Tembisa youth sitling next to me is
willing him to add Holomisa and fi-
nally he gels his wish as Holomisa is
included in the rogue’s gallery.

The leadership comes on the field,
shielded from the sun each by a large
COSATU umbrella. It is because of

COSATU -- and the struggles of the
youth -- that we arc here today. There
15 a “COSATU praise poet” dressed
in tribal leopard skins who lcads a
praise of Sisulu.

There are two watchwords to the
day: discipline and appeals to chiefs.

Cyril Ramaphosa, Murphy Mo-
robe and Sydney Malumadi are the
MCs with dark black suits and ties.
Cyril appeals to all chiefs to join Con-
tralesa. Sisulu demands a constituent
assembly elected by universal suffrage
and negotiations,

Mbeki speaks through Mafumadi.
He didn't attend because of the re-
striction orders. The youth all shout:
“Defy them! Defy them!”

Al umes the crowd does cheer.
Today is a holiday, a festive occasion.
There is not the euphoria of the UDF
launch. The sun is hot, there is coke
and hot dogs, and the small traders
are selling us choc ices at R1.50 each!

When there are appeals to tribal
leaders, the crowd is quiet. But it’s not
knocked out by the sun. Half a minute
later the Tembisa youth is on his feet
cheering the call for the intensifica-
tion of sanctions or the refusal of the
speakers to call off the armed struggle
until the pre-conditions for negotia-
tion arec met. The youth calls on the
leaders to provide arms. A worker
says: “My grandfather, my father and
now me -- we've gone through this. It
will take 100 years not five years if we
accept De Klerk.”

There are banners from Natal,
East London and the Winterveld. The
all-in unity of the black working class
is strong and growing.
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Mpophomeni youths bury two of their comrades

1990 has begun. But Inkatha’s bloody war, backed by

the

police and the state, continues more ferociously than ever.

More than 150 died

in Durban

in December alone. In

Ntuzuma, Inanda, KwaMashu, KwaMakhuta, Richmond Farm,

gweni, Umlazi... Inkatha mobs pillage, rape, loot,

and Kill. Houses are burnt out. Uncounted hundreds are refu-

Inchanga, Shon
gees.
This follows the atrocitics in

Mpumulanga and Cato Ridge in late
November. In four years, 4000 have
died, 2500 in Greater Maritzburg,
This is war on the scale of Lebanon
and Northern Ireland.

Zulu people face the same heavy
burdens -- poverty wages, lack of jobs,
homelessness, gutter education, mal-
nutrition -- as black p[.n['nl:_ lhrnm.,h-
out SA. They yearn to unite in nation-
wide struggle to end white domina-
non and exploitation.

As the Marxist Workers' Ten-
dency of the ANC has again and
again explained, it is Buthelezi's
reign of terror in Natal which is the

real obstacle to this. To take forward
our struggle for freedom, the Inkatha
leaders must be defeated and its
rank-and-file won over to Congress.

Workers™  revulsion mylinui
Inkatha violence was shown again in
the stayaway in Hnmm.&rﬁddlL Pinc-
town and New (iermany in protest al
the Mpumulanga killings.

But, for more than two years,
Congress leaders have tried Lo make
pcace with Inkatha. Every attempt
has lailed. Conditions of lile have
worsened. The violence has grown.

In Durban in 1987, 100 were
killed; i 1988 230; in 1989, up 1o
Dececember 2ihh, 56d). That 1s the rec-

To defeat
inkatha

ord of the “peace process”,

The snake Buthelezi has never
been serious when he talks sweetly ol
“peace”.

As the S4 Labour Bulletin (No-
vember 1989) puts it: “There has been
a consistent patlern on the part of
Inkatha in the peace process.... agree-
ments were reached on important
aspects that would have meant peace.
However when it came 1o either fur-
ther meetings or the practical im-
plementation of what had already
been agreed upon, the process would
incvitably break down and violence
would cscalate.”

“Whenever there is a need for a
duci.n-.inn, or when appcars an
agreed solution 1s close, Inkatha
moves the goalposts™, concludes the
Weekly Mail, (21/12/89-18/1 /90)

The Marxist Workers' Tendency
of the ANC warned in advance
against the dangers of the so-called
“peace policy™: that it would only
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lengthen and worsen the war (see, e.g.
reprint on pages 17-20).

Buthelezi wages war because it is
the only way of propping up his wan-
ing authority. The state and the
bosses back him because they need
this promoter of capitalism, dictator-
ship, and tribal division in their
struggle against the working class.

In Isithebe, a KwaZulu “industrial
development point”, workers’ wa
range from R25 to R90 a week, while
the bosses use the strike-breaking
UWUSA to try to drive out
COSATU. This is what Buthelezi and
his friends would enforce throughout
Natal, if they could get away with it.

Disastrously, the “peace” policies
of the Congress leadership have
served to dignify this enemy of the
working class. They cannot escape
responsibility for the continuing
bloodshed. The COSATU leaders,
representing the organised wcrrk::raT
strongest force of our movement, are
especially to blame. Congress must
urgently change course.

As Maritzburg youth Sclby Ngidi
writes to Ingaba, “No-one can change
Inkatha to a progressive organisation.
It is true that people want peace. But
everyone hates a peace that will op-
press him from demanding his life's
necessities.

“Foolish songs like “sizomshint-
sha uGatsha simenze ikomanisi” (“we
will change Gatsha to a communist”)
are totally wrong. Instead we can sing
“Gatsha will change us to be sell-
outs.” He is like engine pistons -- they

are moving because the crank shall is
working underneath. Inkatha is exist-
ing because racism and capitalism ex-
ist behind it.”

The need is clear: mobilising cam-
paigns of action by Congress around
our social and democratic demands
to strip away what remains of
Inkatha’s support, combined with
mass armed sell-defence against
Inkatha and state terror.

The youth have fought heroically
against Inkatha, at great cost. Bul
they have been disarmed by the Con-
gress lcadership.,

“The vouth received a very hard
blow from their leaders”, wriles K.
Majozi in Maritzburg, “The call for
peace talks confused and brought
doubt to them, but they continued to
defend themselves,

“The second call for peace
brought them to the dust. They lost all
the gains they had achieved.

“The third call for peace enabled
Inkatha to operate [reely while fore-
ing people to join it. This also caused
division within the ranks of the light-
ing masses. Thus Inkatha continued
to kill, leaving people homeless, oth-
ers injured. The lighting masses were
not convinced that Inkatha warlords
would become their allies. They con-
tinued to defend themselves.”

The youth must take the initiative
in selting Congress policy on the right
track.

D. Makhaye, a refugee and victim
of detention, explains: “We must
build strect commitlees, delence

committees, civics, and also rebuild
our organisations.

“At the beginning we made a fun-
damental mistake that we didn’t real-
1se il is very important to bring to-
gether our parents and teachers with
us, so that by mistake our parents
decided to kill their children.”

The key to the struggle is mobili-
sing the organised working class, to-
gether with the youth, especially in
the stronghold of Durban. This is the
job, above all, of the COSATU lead-
ership.

Because our movement has not
been mobilised in full strength, the
Inkatha gangsters can prey on the
most oppressed.

“The 1aiding parties”, writes
Carmel Rickard in the Weekly Mail
(15-20/12/89), “include many
newcomers..who arrive on the fringes
of the cities to look for work, without
maoney, or security, or even a piece of
cardboard over their heads.

“They are offered a place to stay
on condition they join the raids, and
as an incentive, are promised the
goods they loot.”

It is intolerable that Inkatha and
the state should be able to exploit
this situation.

By standing up logether, in cam-
paigns which show the power of the
working class to control the future of
South Africa, our movement can win
the confidence of the powerless and
smash Inkatha’s hold over them.

We have that power at our dis-
posal! Let us show it in action!

Workers discuss how to defeat Inkatha

Recently a comrade from Natal vis-
ited Jo'burg to speak to workers. He
came from one of the trouble-torn
townships where many are caught in
battle against Inkatha.

The comrade visited factories
where the response of the workers
was outstanding. They were all cager
to hear the truth about the troubles.
As they said: “This was from the
horse’s mouth.”

Al one factory, workers felt that
Inkatha was not serious about peace.
Workers were concerned about those

in their factory who were members of
the union, as well as Inkatha: “We
must win these workers by showing
them what Gatsha is aboul.” Many
people are forced to become mem-
bers of Inkatha. If they refuse they
become victims of Inkatha’s violence.

At another factory, the workers said
that they should all go to Natal to help
in the fightback. One worker said he
was @ member of Inkatha in the past,
but saw that Inkatha could do nothing
[or workers and joined COSATU. An
older worker, in tears, said he felt

ashamed that a youngster has to tell
him about the reality of the violence
in Natal.

Workers said that despite peace
talks between the leadership of
COSATU, UDF and Inkatha violence
was continuing. They offered support,
clothing, food, money. At one factory,
workers said it is useless to fight
Inkatha with sticks and stones when
they are armed by the state: “We
must help our comrades in Natal by
arranging for them Lo be armed as
well.”
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Revolutionary appeal to the youth of Natal

from the Marxist Workers’ Tendency of the African National Congress

FEBRUARY 1989

HOW TO DEFEAT
INKATHA

and unite the struggle
against the apartheid regime

Itis well over a year since UDF leaders entered peace talks with
Inkatha. It is five months since COSATU signed an agreement
with Inkatha. But has this helped the Congress movement or
protected the masses of KwaZulu/Natal? It has not.

In 1988 the death toll was 655 -- even higher than 1987.
Inkatha’s terror attacks continue unchecked, extending to more
areas, like Trust Feed and Inanda.

Inkatha warlords go on butchering and burning, backed up by
the army and police. Tens of thousands have fled their homes to

escape attack.

Heroic Congress youth have had no choice except to defend
their communities and take reprisals against the Inkatha killers.

The Marxist Workers’ Tendency of
the ANC has always stood for a policy
of fighting back against Inkatha. We
warned that Congress leaders’ hopes
of making peace with Inkatha would
not work.

The ‘agreement’ with Inkatha is
hampering Congress in the struggle
against the apartheid regime and the
bosses. No clear strategy of mass ac-
tion has been advanced by the Con-
gress leadership, either in Natal or na-
tionally.

Yet that is the key to defeating
Inkatha and uniting our oppressed
communities in the struggle for libera-
tion.

We therefore appeal directly to the
militant youth in Natal and KwaZulu
to take the initiative in setting the
policy of Congress on the right track.

Mass revolt stirring

The people are looking to Congress
to lead a revolution to overthrow white
domination and capitalism. Life is in-
tolerable under this system.

Unemployment means that wage-
earners have to support up to 12
people. Round Pietermaritzburg,
people are crowded 16 to a two-
roomed house. Round Durban, a mil-
lion and a half live in shacks.

Ten years after the government
promised “reform”, we have no demo-
cratic rights. We face worse misery,
worse slavery.

Mass revolt against poverty, explo-
tation and oppression is stirring in the
towns and countryside throughout
Natal /KwaZulu.

If this revolt is mobilised and
drawn together under the Congress
banner, it will bring a mighty power to
bear against the bosses and the apart-
heid state.

Youth are in the forefront today,
as 5o often before in our struggle. But
the main power to take the movement
forward lies with the workers.

In 1973 the workers of Natal shook
the whole country. Again today work-
ers are ready to take action -- if lead-
ership is given,

Last year, hundreds of thousands
took part inthe June 6-8 general strike.
In Durban 95 per cent stayed away.
Dock and rail workers, garment work-

Congress leaders!

Mobilise the mighty working
class of Natal together with the
youth and workers of the whole
of South Africal

* Organise to spread the
Transvaal rent strike to all parts
of the country.

* Call united worker action,
in all industries together, for a
national minimum wage. De-
mand a specific figure, such as
R160 rand for a 40-hour week!

These actions will help unite

The Congress leadership
must not condemn armed self-
defence actions by Congress
youth and workers.

The leadership should pro-
mote and organise self-defence
on a mass scale against Inkatha
and all vigilante and state at-
tacks.

The ANC must urgently supply
arms for this purpose.

* Prepare for a one-day pro-
test strike of all workers and
youth against the next major
atrocity committed by Inkatha.

democracy and socialism!
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ers, paper workers -- have shown their
eagerness Lo use o power in
the fight for a better life.

The power of the workers must be
united with the youth. We must be
mobilised all together on a clear pro-
gramme of demands.

Yet instead of uniting the working
class in action behind Congress, Con-
gress leaders have sought peace with
Inkatha. Some gosofar astopreachthe
goal of “unity” with Buthelezi and his
gang of middle-class collaborators with
the system.

That is a road to disaster for the
revolution, It is time to change course,

‘Agreement’ has failed

* The agreement with Inkatha
claimed to end forced recruitment and
to establish the right of people to join
the political organisation of their
choice.

If the agreement was real, then
Congress organisations would be able
to hold meetings throughout Kwa-
Zulu/Natal, and win over Inkatha
“supporters”.

But everybody knows there is no
freedom to join Congress in areas
which Inkatha controls.

Even Catholics and Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses have been driven from their
homes -- simply because they refuse to
join Inkatha.

While Inkatha is aided by the po-
lice, the state has banned the UDF and
SAYCO as it previously banned the
ANC,

The reason Congress militants
drive Inkatha agents from their areasis
because there is no other way of de-
fending themselves. In the same way
you drive a snake from your house, lest
it bite you.

* COSATU’s leaders hoped that
agreement with Inkatha would “create
the space for our organisation to oper-
ate” (Head Office circular, 16/8/
1988).

Already at that time, however, the
Executive of PWAWU -- aunion which
has faced Inkatha’s attacks in Natal --
warned COSATU against meeting
with Inkatha.

They saw that Inkatha would gain a
propaganda advantage, while bringing
“no reduction in the violence from
their side”. (General Secretary’s letter,
15/8/88)

The whole history of the workers'

movement shows that space to operate
must be won by organisation and mili-
tancy of the workers -- not by relying on
agreement with a treacherous enemy
of the working class.

* COSATU CEC documents (Oc-
tober 1988) say the aim of the agree-
ment was to “compel Inkatha to re-
move its organisational and financial
support from members who were held
responsible for acts of violence.”

But all the agreement has done is
allow the Inkathaleadership topretend
they have nothing to do with the vio-
lence -- while they organise violence
secretly none the less.

The agreement therefore strength-
ens Inkatha politically, while leaving
the Congress ranks no less vulnerable
to attack.

It holds our side back from defend-
ing itself. It does nothing to hamper
Inkatha. Isn’t this obvious by now?

* The Complaints Adjudication
Board, set up jointly by COSATU and
Inkatha, was claimed to provide the
main benefit of the agreement.

This Board would hear allegations
of violence by members of Inkatha and

COSATU against each other and rec-
ommend disciplinary actions by the
organisations where necessary.

Its purpose, say COSATU’s law-
yers, was “to be more just and cer-
tainly far more prompt and cost effec-
tive” (cheaper) than the courts. (Re-
port dated 11/10/88)

Nowadays even lawyers admit that
the courts give no protection against
Inkatha. But the ‘Complaints Adjudi-
cation Board’ has proved equally inef-
fective,

Victims of Inkatha and their wit-
nesses fear Lo testify, even insecret, be-
cause of the danger of reprisals.
Inkatha thugs will not appear before
the Board because they don’t want to
incriminate themselves in case they
face criminal charges.

Much of the wviolence against
COSATU members is carried out by
UWUSA. But Inkatha, lying as always,
claims UWUSA is not its responsibil-
ity.

Even if the Board recommended
disciplinary action by Inkatha against
its members, who imagines that would
seriously be carried out? The chief
killers are the Inkatha leaders who send
their members to carmry out murder

Since Congress leaders began
talks with Inkatha, supporters of the
Marxist Workers’ Tendency of the
ANC have warned that this policy
would fail. An Editorial Board State-
ment of 16/12/87, published in our
journal Ingaba ya Basebend, ex-
plained:

“Of course people want to live in
peace. But we have to be realistic. The
UDF and COSATU leaders who en-
gage in peace talks fail to see that
Inkatha cannot abide by peace. It uses
peace talks in the hope of paralysing
the Ccmﬁrcss youth and workers.

“Buthelez1 wall return again and
again to war, although a war policy
cannot save him. Nor can the occupa-
tion of Natal townships by the SADF
secure Inkatha. Gatsha is destined to
be reduced to a pathetic puppet.”

We called on the Congress lead-
ership to organise a mass campaign of
action on social demands, combined
with armed self-defence, as the wayto
defeat Inkatha.

We have not been commentators
from the sidelines.
Side-by-side with all fighting

Cnngrﬁs youth and workers, and to
the extent of our forces, we have
striven to implement these policies
in practice.

In 1987, in the Transvaal, our
comrade Ivin Malaza led the defence

of his workplace against an UWUSA
attack. He was shot dead by UWUSA
thugs, but the workplace remains
today a stronghold of COSATU.

Last year near Pietermaritzburg
our comrade Sipho Dladla, a leader
in the fightback against Inkatha, was
struck down by assassins.

In the past few weeks another
comrade in Natal, only 16 years old,
has been murdered by Inkatha.

In December 1987 Buthelezi
threatened to break off talks with
UDF and COSATU leaders unless
they publicly repudiated the policies
of the Marast Workers’ Tenﬁqr of
the ANC,

In afull-page advertisement inthe
press, they repudiated our tendency
and declared their commitment to

ce with Buthelezi.

Today our policy is shown to be
fully justified. Theirs has failed. It
must be radically changed.




against ranks.

They are merely using the Com-
plaints Adjudication Board to help
them pretend innocence of these
atrocities. The “agreement” aids them
in this dirty game.

* Some say the agreement is weak
because it doesn't include the banned

UDF or extend beyond the Maritzburg
area.

This is false. The agreement is
harmful to Congress where it is sup-
to e. Extending it wall
pouddl;perm' ending only
Inkatha leaders want the UDF
formally included in the agreement,
because they want UDF leaders to tie
the hands of the youth while Inkatha

stabs them.

It is time that the COSATU, UDF
and ANC leaderships declared that
Inkatha's violations have made the
“agreement” null and void.

It is time the Congress leadership
advanced a clear strategy of mass
action to smash Inkatha and build the
movement to overthrow the apartheid

regime,

An arm of the enemy

The apartheid state and the bosses
arec the enemy. But Inkatha has made
itself an arm of the enemy.

Why is Inkatha supported and fi-
nanced by the big companies? Why do
capitalist enls overseas wel-
come Buthelena? Why does the SA
government favour Inkatha while ban-
ning Congress organisations? Why do
the police and army back it up?

Because, whatever Inkatha may say
about being a “liberation™ movement,
its real function is to divide the black
people of SA, using Zulu tribalism as
its means,

Its is to attack
and hold back the revolution. Its -
ers promote themselves in business by
collaborating with the white bosses
and the white racist state.

Inkatha could never succeed in
dividing the people if fully exposed as
the puppet it Is. That is why its leaders
have to claim to be fighting the Preto-
ria regime,

But how do they “fight"'?

They oppose any armed struggle
against the regime as ‘unrealistic’ -- but
conduct a ferocious armed struggle
against every stirring of opposition
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The Marxist Workers’ Ten-
dency of the ANC mourns Com-
rade Sipho Diadla, brutally mur-
dered by assassins in Natal. His
death is a tragic loss to revolu-
tionary youth in South Africa and
throughout the worid.

Comrade aged 19, was
one of the first youth to
enter battle against Inkatha,
whose hands drip with the blood
of hundreds of workers and
youth. Sipho was an ANC soldier
and Marxist.

Along with other heroic youth,
he established a reputation
throughout Natal for tenacity,
hardness and determination in
the struggle to drive Inkatha out
of his township. He played an in-
dispensable role in the creation
of armed self-defence organisa-
tions.

As a builder of the ANC on the
ideas of Marxism, Sipho shared
with us the understanding and
confidence that the state, the

Hamba kahle Qhawe lamaQhawe

ASISOZE SIKULIBALE FUTHI SIYOQHUBEKA NJALO
NOMZABALAZO OWAWUFELA

We will never forget you, we will never give up the cause you
died for

venge Sipho, lvin Malaza

and all the martyrs in the struggle
to smash Inkatha, apartheid and

Inkatha dignified

If the COSATU, UDF and ANC
leadership had only conducted a sus-
tained campaign of mass action on
wages, rents, fares, jobs, education and
political rights, to mobilise the full
strength of the Zulu working class
together with their brothers and sisters
nationwide -- then Inkatha would long

Some in may argue that
the policy of the rship was not to
dignify Inkatha as a potential ally, but
to place clearly on its shoulders the full
responsibility for the killing in Natal/
KwaZulu -- and show Congress to be
the only genuine mass movement of
liberation.,

If that was the aim, then surely the
leadership should long ago have
launched the very programme of mass
action on the social and democratic
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1ssues -- throughout Natal and Kwa-
Zulu -- which we have called for.

But let us look to the future. No
honest person can doubt now that
Inkatha has systematically violated the
“Pﬂﬂﬂﬂ”-

A turn to a policy of action by the
whole Congress movement is long
overdue. That is the reason for our ur-
gent appeal to the youth.

The way forward

The townships and settlements
around Pietermaritzburg have suf-
fered most from Inkatha terror. And it
is here that Congress youth have or-
ganised the strongest defence. As a
result of these comrades’ heroism,
Inkatha has generally failed to reim-
pose its grip on this area.

But it is difficult to defeat Inkatha
decisively by this defence alone.

Scattered settlements on the hill-
sides are hard to protect against night
attacks. Defence often has to take the
form of reprisal attacks. The cycle of
violence and counter-violence, of inse-
curity and fear seems endless.

Many, particularly older people,
remain passive. They must be given
confidence to struggle. If no way for-
ward is shown, some can begin to feel
theywould be safer submitting again to
the authority of Inkatha and the state.

In this way, the danger of reaction
and of further divisions among the
people could arise.

But there is a way forward out of
this situation.

The armed self-defence by Con-
gress militants must be linked to a full-
scale social movement of the people,

struggling to change the conditions of
poverty and oppression.,

The social power of the workers is
the main force for e. The main
force of the Natal workers is concen-
trated in and around Durban.

The militant youth must find the
way to mobilise this power, and link
their own forces with it.

We say: Youth go to the workers!
And, comrades of Pietermaritzburg,
go toyour comrades in Durban for

A major problem is created by the
COSATU leaders’ policy of “peace”
with Inkatha. This holds many workers
back. The hlg%ﬂst danger isif Congress
youth, feeling let down, allow a division
to be npcm:d between themselves and

the workers.

That is why we must be clear: the
problem lies not with the workers but
with the leadership. The workers are
ready to struggle if leadership is given.

Youth need to organise themselves
with a plan to overcome this problem.

Go to all the workplaces to discuss
the issues with the shop stewards and
with all workers.

Discuss with the workers on the
hu.se.s. and tra:ns and in the streets.

roblem of the leader-
ship and its pﬂEc'_'.r clearly into the fore-
front.

Adopt the program of action which
we have suggested -- or reach agree-

ment on your own proposals.

Organise joint delegations of
workers and youth to union and
COSATU meetings, to argue the case
for a change of policy by the leader-
ship.

Comrades such as Harry Gwala,
recently released from Robben Island
-- a long-time fighter against oppres-
sion who is an inspiration to the youth
in Natal -- should also put their weight
behind these calls.

In this way, together, we can
break the deadlock in Natal/
KwaZulu, defeat Inkatha, and
unite all revolutionary forces
against white rule and capital-
ism in South Africa.

National Congress

Simele

Siyinxenye yeANC kanye
nomzabalazo weNkongolo — ye-
COSATU, yeSAYCO kanye neUDF.

“IThendensi” kwezepolitiki ku-
sho ukuthi imicabango ethize
eqinisekile. IThendensi yeSosha-
lizimu yaBasebenzi yigama lama-
comrade akwiNkongolo abezwana
ngalemicabango elandelayo, futhi

basebenzisana ekuyighubekiseni.

Thina sithi:

* Inkululeko yabantu aba-
mnyama ingeza kuphela ngombuso
obusa ngabantu abaningi.

* Umbuso ophethe ngabantu
abaningi angeke unikezwe nje
ngabacindezeli bobandlululo na-

noma ngamakhosi  esiwa-
sebenzelayo; ungathathwa nje
ngousebenzisa amandla.

* Lokhu kusho ukuthi kuzo-
dingeka impi yezinguquko ehlome
ngezikhali, futhi angeke ibalekelwe
ngezinkulumisano.

* Ukungoba kulele emandleni
endima yabasebenzi abamnyama
(abasebenzi bebumbene, behla-
ngene kunye nabasha) ekungobeni
umbuso kanye nabagashi.

* Kufanele sizimisele ukuhlu-
kanisa amasotsha abamhlophe,
{kushiya abagashi bebodwa,

INTO ESIYILWELAYO

IThendensi yeSoshalizimu yaBasebenzi beAfrican
imele ukuketulwa kombuso
obandiulula ngebala waseNingizimu Afrika.

Simele nokuketulwa kombuso wabaqashi futhi,
nokuthi umnotho wabo uphathwe ngabantu bonke.
inkululeko yesizwe,
ngentando yabantu kanye nesoshalizimu.

~

umbuso ophethe

ngokudonsela abasebenzi aba-
mhlophe kanye nalabo abana-
malungelo angasho lutho emzaba-
lazweni wethu.

* Sizodinga uhulumende we-
ANC ozisekele ngamandla aba-
sebenzi, ome ngombutho wabantu
abahlomile.

* Lokhu kuzodingeka ukuze
sikwazi ukudlovoza inkani yalabo
ababandlulula ngebala kanye
nabagashi, ukuze futhi iFreedom
Charter ikwazi ukwenzakaliswa.

* Nguhulumende ofana nalona
kuphela ongakwazi ukuginisekisa
umbuso ophethe ngentando
yabantu, kanti futhi ngohulumende
ofana nalona kung] qaliswa
ukwakhiwa futhi ingizimu
Afrika ngendlela yesoshalizimu.

Ngalendlela, nangokuhlangana
nabasebenzi enhlabeni wonke
ukuletha izingukuko ezweni,
singakha ikusasa lenkululeko,
lengqubekela phambili, Iehloni-
pheko kanye nonkulingana
kwabantu bonke.

Uyavuma na? Uma kunjalo
sikukhuthaza ukuthi uzixhume
nathi ekwakhenli IANC kanye
nomzabalazo weNkongolo
ukuze sifinyelele kulenhloso. y




By Richard Monroe

Inkatha claims to be a
national liberation move-
ment of the Zulu people --
following in the traditions of
resistance established un-
der the leadership of the
Zulu royal house in the
nineteenth century.

This article re-examines
this claim. It explains how
the Zulu kingdom arose,
and how it was able to com-
bat white settlers and Brit-
ish imperialism, establish-
ing the tradition of resis-
tance.

It explains how this tradi-
tion of resistance Ilater
passed to the Zulu working
class, while the Zulu royal
house and chiefs were
transformed into agents of
collaboration with white mi-
nority rule.

It took 250 years after 1652
for the indigenous African
tribespeople of SA to be con-
quered by the forces of colo-
nialism and imperialism: first
Dutch and then British.

White settler regimes grew
up, expropriating the bulk of
the land, and subjugating the
black majority.

Through conquest, a
capitalist economy arose, born
in blood and exploitation --
particularly from the last
quarter of the 19th century.

The rise of capitalism has
transformed the conquered
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The rise and fall of the
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tribes into a working-class
that forms the overwhelming
majority of our population.

But, within these broad processes
of conquest and of the rise of the
working class, there are important re-
gional variations and histories which
affect the relationships between the

L

races and classes in different areas.

In the Eastern Cape the militant
traditions of the proletariat are al-
most a direct continuation of 100
years of struggle by the Xhosa people
against land-grabbing and enforced
labour.

On the other hand, on the Witwa-
tersrand the working class has come




Engels on the origins of
the state

““As men originally made
their exit from the animal
world — in the narrower sense
- 50 they made their entry
into history: still half lhl:i::.l,
brutish, still impotent
of the forces of nature, still
ignorant of their own; and
consequently as poor as the
animals and hardly more pro-
ductive than they. There pre-
vailed a certain equality in the
conditions of existence, and
also a kind of equality of so-
cial for the heads of
the families — at least an ab-
sence of social classes —
which continued among the
primitive agricultural com-
munities of the civilized
peoples of a later period.

In each such community
there were from the begin-
ning certain common inter-
esis the safeguarding of
which had to be handed over
tnitdhi:luu:', true, under the
control of community as
whole: adjucation of dis-
putes; repression of en-
croachments by individuals
beyond their rights; control
of water supplies, especially
in hot countries; and finally,
when conditions were still

5 ious func-
very primitive, relig

Such offices are found in
native communities in every
period — thus in the oldest
German Marks and even to-
day in India. It goes without
saying that they are endowed
with a certain measure of au-
thority and constitute the be-

separate communities,
whose grouping into larger
units again brings about a
new division of labour, the

setting up of organs to de-
fend common interests and
guard against conflicting in-
terests.

each individual community —

in certain circumstances
even one of opposition -
soon make themselves still
more independent, partly
through heredity of func-
tions, which comes about
almost as a matter of course

in a world where everything
occurs sponta , and
partly through their g

Indispensability with the in-
crease in conflicts with other
groups.

It is not necessary for us
to examine here how this in-
dependence of social func-
tions as inst society in-
creased .wi?hl time until it de-
veloped into domination
over sociely, how, where
conditions were favourable,
the original servant gradually
changed into the master;
how this master emerged as
an Oriental despot or satrap,
the dynast of a Greek tribe,
the chieftain of a Celtic clan,
and so on, according to the
conditions; how far he finally
made use of force in the
course of this transforma-
tion; and how the individual
rulers ultimately united into a
ruling class.

Here we are only con-
cerned with establishing the
fact that the exercise of a
social function was every-
where the basis of political
domination; and further that
mliﬁul domination has ex-

ed for any length of time
only when it discharged this,
its social, function??

F. Engels, Anti-Duhring

together from all over Southern Af-
rica, from many diffcrent tribes. It has
had to create a new tradition for itself
as a working class — which owes very
little to the tradition of those who
happened to live in the area of Johan-
nesburg before the late 19th century.

What we deal with here is the his-
tory and traditions of Natal -- which
mcans at root the traditions of the
Zulu people, who form the over-
whclming majority of the population
of Natal (70 per ceat), together with
10 per cent whites, 11 per ceat Indian
and somec 7 per cent Mpondo.
Throughout SA the Zulu number to-
day six million, three-quarters of
them in Natal /Kwazulu.

The Zulu state

The history of what is now Natal is
very rich. This account sketches
the main processes, beginning with
the rise of the Zulu sla?:?ndcrﬁhah.
at the start of the 19th century -- to
become the most formidable military
power in south east Africa. It re-
mained such until the 1880s, This has
had immense importance in the his-
tory of Natal up to the present.

In the Eastern Cape, white scttlers
and the British army waged against
the Xhosa tribes for 100 years an al-
most continuous war of attrition. Be-
cause there was no centralised mili-
tary power, the colonisers could play
off tribes and sections of tribes
against each other -- grabbing this bit,
then that bit of land; turning some
groups into collaborators, dividing to
subjugate and rule.

But the Zulu state through most of
the 19th century was too powerful for
this.

Before the Zulu state arose, pro-
duction in this arca was based on
homesteads (kraals). Each extended
family lived from the crops it pro-
duced and the livestock it reared. New
gencrations established new kraals.

Women were subordinate to men,
who controlled what their wives pro-
duced (including children). Marnage
nvolved the transfer of lobola (pay-
ment in caltle) from the man's family
to his wife’s family,

Kraals were grouped in chief-
doms, on a kinship basis at their core.
For several centuries there had been,
also, the germs of wider forms of po-
litical authority based around para-
mount chiefs. These were unstable,
constantly shifting, ticred groupings



of chiefdoms.

But this form of social organisa-
tion began to come up against its lim-
its. This was partly because of rising
population on the land beneath the
Drakensberg escarpment (partly due
to the introduction of maize, and
more widespread use of iron hﬂts}
Linked to this was the increase
herds of cattle, pressing on the avail-
able pasturage.

There was also a widening net-
work of trade, among the peoples of
the region, and to Europe and the
East via the outlet of Delagoa Bay.

All these factors encouraged
heightened conflict between groups,
over the use of land, and over maxi-
mising benefits from trading.

It was in these conditions that the
Zulu state arose -- a classic example
of the emergence of the state in the
way cxplained by Marx and Engels
(see box, p. 22) The crisis in the re-
gion was resolved in the revolution
brought about by Shaka.

Al the core of this revolution was
the creation of a standing army
which, at the height of Shaka’s rule,
may have numbered 100 000 fighting
men. Built up through repeated con-

the homestead heads control of mar-
riage and hence of the creation of new
homesteads. Only with the king’s per-
mission could men and women leave
their age-regiments, marry, and settle
on a homestead of their own.

By thus controlling the extent to
which kin groups could expand and
build up their numbers of young men,
women and cattle, the Zulu state was
able to suppress internal conflicts be-
tween generalions which so often tore
other chicfdoms apart. This also pro-
vided a means of ing the distri-
bution of surplus between the home-
stcads and the cstales.

Together with methods of birth-
control, it also controlled, not sexual
activity as such, but birth of children,
hence increase in population.

By all these means, much of the

us was directly or indirectly con-
trolled by Shaka and his successors.
Together with this, numbers of cattle,
numbers of wives, production of
crops, were increasingly unequal from
top to bottom of society.

A powerful military machine was
created which, at its height, held sway
from Delagoa Bay in the north to the
country of the Mpondo in the south.

The Zulu state was despotic, but it had a
resilience with which to confront the encroaching
forces of colonialism and imperialism.

quests of weaker clans, this army re-
placed the fluctuating “retinues™ of
dozens or a few hundreds of warriors
which was the main force that carlier
chicfs and paramounts had at ther
disposal. It fought, not with the carlier
throwing spcar, but with a far more
effective stabbing spear.

The standing army was not merely
a military bul a social innovation.
Previous retinues subsisted on what
surplus in tribute the chielly layers
could squeeze from the homesteads
under sﬂncir authority, In the Zulu
state all males and most females be-
tween about 18 and 30 were con-
scripied into age-regiments, not only
for war, but to labour on the royal
homesteads. The produce of this
labour supported a permanent staff of
state officials, and could be dispensed
by the Zulu ruler in conducting “af-
fairs of state”.

Homestead production continued,
as the predominant form of produc-
tion. But, in another important inno-
vation, the Zulu rulers took over from

Centralised authority thro this
area brought greater stabulity — by
ruthless means.

Prior to Shaka, the Zulu were a
tiny clan. Under Shaka, all the

between the Pongola and
Tugela rivers came to regard them-
sclves as Zulu. This was achieved by
despotism. The rule of the Zulu state
was a rule of terror. For example, a
soldier returning from battle without
his stabbing spear, or with a wound in
his back, was put to death.

Beyond the Zulu heartland, impis
exacted tribute from vassal peoples by
force, and raided for labour put fora-
bly to work on the royal homesteads.
Military offshoots from the Zulu state
-- such as that led by Mazilikazi --
spread havoc across the Highveld and
northwards in Africa in the course of
establishing similar states. Hundreds
of thousands, at the least, lost their
lives.

Al the same time, the Zulu state
under Shaka, and under Dingane
from 1828, had a resilience with which

INQABA 23

to confront the encroaching forces of
colonialism and imperialism.

British occupation:
Zulu kingdom cut back

In the 1830s what was to become
Natal was cntered by the Voor-
trekkers. In lﬂ]nmannm:l
Entmn.Th:mmnmummufB

ialism was to control the SA
m:s:hnc :g;lmﬂ any independent

- because of their interest m
controlling the sca-route from Eu-
rope to India. They were not to
allow the Trekkers an i

republic with a port at Port Natal
(later Durban).

Al lheﬂmctlmclhcﬂrmhpm
the weight of imperial power behind
the white land r_s[?b ndm%;c
interests which lished t

selves in Natal. The British thereby
deprived the Zulu state of a large area
it had dominated to the south of its
heartland. The sway of the Zulu king-
dom was forced back to the north of
the Tugela river,

In addition, the emergence of a
rival power in Natal allowed many of
those Africans forcibly incorporated
into the Zulu heartland to return to
their original homes.

s, ke Zehs Kigrions couiirecd
subjects, t u m
to exist, economically self-sufficient,
polmcalty independent, and militarily
strong under the rule of Mpande
(from about 1837) and then under
Cetshwayo (f-om 1872). In the late
1870%s its %u.lﬂmﬂ may have been

And in 1879, for example, Cetsh-
wayo could muster 30 000 fighting
men in an army of age-regiments.
This was a formidable force — given
that the total white of Na-
tal, even by 1891, was only 46 000.

Day of the Covenant

The decisive confrontation be-
tween white settlers and the Zulu in
the 1830s took place at the battle of
Blood River on 16 December 1838.
The Day of the Covenant is still cele-
brated by whites as the commemora-
tion of that victory. White racists
claim it as the day of the ‘triumph of
white civilisation over black barba-
rism’,

But, at the time, the Trekkers



24 INQABA

prayed to God and ‘made a covenant’
before the battle because they were
terrified of being wiped out alto-
gether. So in reality the Day com-
memorates merely the sigh of relief
that they survived at all against Zulu

power!

Dingane was suspicious of the
motives of the Voortrekkers in Natal.
He understood were after the
land. He is reported to have said “this
is a ing force.” He was also no
doubt by the letter
written to him by the Trekker leader
Reticl: “The great Book of God
teaches us that kings who conduct
themselves as Umsilikaz 1]
does are seve punished, and it 1s
;utmg:'amcd to them to live or reign

Dingane invited Retiel and his
party to his capital, signed a piece of
paper conceding some land -
then killed the party and went onto
the offensive inst the Trekkers.
His impis killed or drove out about
nine-tenths of them in 1837 and early
1838,

The Trekkers achieved their vic-
tory at Blood River only by bringing in
a new commander, Potgieter, who
had experience in the Eastern Cape,
and by using to maximum effect the
laager of ox-wagons to fight off the
impis from a defensive position with
controlled firepower.

Some 4 000 Zulu were killed at
Blood River and a subsequent battle.
These were severe defeats. They re-
sulted in splits at the top of the Zulu
state. Mpande, Dingane’s brother,

means in Zulu “those we spit out”,

The survival of the state, and the
relative self-sufficiency of the econ-
omy, gave the Zulu a certain sense of
superiority to other tribes.

The Colony of Natal

gove

the land of Natal to whites, leaving
only the remaining one-sixth as “re-
serves” -- for an African population

Natal, and throughout SA, the “re-
serves” would become transformed
into cheap labour-reservoirs for the
developing mining and manufacturing
industries. But, at the start, these
“reserves” were established rather to

Africans were “allowed” land at all.
They wanted them distributed among
their own farms, to use as labour. But

The Natal settlers were weak, and fearful of Zulu
power. m were also frustrated, because this
r

limited

turned against him and sued for peace
with the Trekkers. Dingane was
driven out of the kingdom.

Zulu power was lemporarily
weakened. But it was not finally
crushed. Mpande made an accommo-
dation with the power of the
Trekkers. By these means he secured
the survival of the Zulu state for more
than 40 years.

This affected Zulu consciousness.
By the 1870's they had a word,
amakafula, for those Africans who, in
contrast with themselves, went out to
work for the whites, Amakafula is
derived from ‘kaffir’ -- “they’re the
kaffirs, we're the Zulus”. It also

ability to exploit land and labour.

the government could see that push-
ing too hard against the African
Eplc would most likely e an
uprising -- and could even bring Zulu
military power into play.

Even this degree of * ion”
could not realistically be enforced.
thahl}f less than half the African
population lived on the “reserves”.
And, even on white-owned land, they
were economically and politically
strong €no to resist pressures to
labour for white owners.

The result was that agricultural
production in Natal remained largely
based on African homesteads. Only
on the coast did a plantation economy

develop under white ownership, pro-
1 . Unable to

Imperialism
and the rise of the

mining economy

In the 1870's large-scale diamond
production started in Kimberley.
From 1886, large-scale goldmining
began on the Witwatersrand.

These economic developments
produced big pressures towards po-
litical unification of SA -- because of
the stimulus given to production, to
the development of railways and
trade, and to the creation of a black
working class thro the region.

'!k'ﬂgmlnnim, rekker republics,
and still-inde nt African socie-
ties into which SA was divided stood
in the way of economic integration,
and the development of the forces of
production to create profit for British
divided system of states was not ade-
quate for forably n:uing;ﬁﬂi con-
trolling the black working

The capitalist class within SA was
too weak, economically and politi-
cally, to unify the . This task
fell on the shoulders of British imperi-
alism.

Britain’s predominant role in SA
derived from ils 1 role in
the world through most of the nine-
teenth century as the strongest capi-
talist economy: “the workshop of the
world.” But by the last quarter this
position was being challenged by
other capitalist powers, in particular
Germany and the United States.

By the late nineteenth century no
capitalist power could any longer de-
velop on the basis of restricted home
markets. The old small-scale com-
petitive capitalism had given way to
monopoly capitalism, engaging in
large-scale production of commodi-



tics, competing on a world scale for
sources of raw material, spheres of
investment, and market.

Capitalism had entcred the phase
of imperialism - with the major pow-
ers carving and recarving the world
among themselves in hectic competi-
tion which culminated in the First
World War (1914-1918).

Between the 1870s and the turn of
the century the whole of Afrnica (save
Ethiopia and Liberia) was brought
under British, French, German and
Portuguese colonial rule.

In Southern Africa British impen-
alists had been divided between
those favouring annexation of terri-
tory, and those who thought colonies
an unnccessary expense so long as
Britain was :mmically dominant.
They had pursued a policy. In
13-18, for l.'.tll:l:lplc, inland Trekker ter-
ritory was anncxcd as the Orange
River Colony, but then granted inde-
pendence as the Orange Free State in
1854,

With the rising challenge of rival
powers, however, combined with the
expansion of production in SA, Bnt-
ish imperialism was impelled in a
more interventionist direction to pro-
tect its interests. In the 1870s it moved
again to congquer the Trekker repub-
lics and the remaining tribal socicties,
aiming to crecatc a while-ruled con-
federation of states. The Transvaal
Republic was annexed in 1877, Direct
British rule of Natal was re-estab-
lished in 1873.

Together with this, spurred on by
scitler interests, British imperialism

Battle of
Isandhlwana,
1879

directed itselfl towards the subjuga-
tion of the Zulu state. Thus Theophi-
lus Shepstone, architect of “native
policy” in Natal, and a spokesman of
expansionism, wrole in 1878 to the
British Colonial Secretary: “Had
Cetshwayo's 30 000 warniors been n
time changed to labourers working
fm wages, Zululand would have been
osperous peaceful country instead
mhlﬂnmvm,amurccn perpet-
val danger to itsell and its neigh-
bours.” (1, p. 47) In the interests of
land- and Iabnm-gmhhin Shepstone
falsely presented the Zulu r as
an aggressive and threatening one.

Publicly, trying to whip up pro-
imperialist popular sentiment in Brit-
ain, Shepstone also promoted the
idea that the Zulu kingship was an
“unpopular tyranny”, imposed by
Shaka over the “natural tnbes™ of the
region - and that Britain had the task
of “liberating”™ and “civilising” these
tribes.

Indeed the rule of the Zulu state
was despotic. But the aim of Shep-
stone and of British imperialism was
to replace this despotism by the
global despotism of imperialism and
capitalism. For the masses ol Zulu-
land, the rule of the Zulu state at least
served to ensure the independence
and relative prosperity they had en-
joyed since the 1830s.

Cetshwayo bent diplomatically
backwards to try to avoid a war, but to
no avail. On 11 November 1879 the
British army invaded Zululand. But
their leaders were over-confident:
they under-estimated Zulu military
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Isandhlwana and
Ulundi

Eleven days later, the British army
suffered one of its biggest defeats of
the century at the battle of
Isandhlwana. One of its three invad-
ing columns was caught unawares by
the main body of the Zulu army, and
decimated: 1 600 men were killed.

As Marx's close collaborator,
Engels wrote in 1884: “The Zulus a
few years ago...did what no European
army can do. Armed only with lances
and spears, without fircarms, under a
hail of bullets from the breech-load-
ers of the English infantry - acknowl-
edged the best in the world at fighting
in close order — they advanced nght
up to the bayoncts and more than
once threw the English into disorder
and even put them to flight, in spite of
the enormous inequality of weapons
and in spite of the fact that they had
no military service and knew nothing
of drill.” (Orgins of the Family, Pn-
vate Property, and the State)

Engels was not aware that the
Zulu did have a form of “military
service”, and a centralised state ma-

chine. But he correctly estimated the
significance of the Zulu victory, and
its blow to British impenal pride.

To save face, the British continued
fighting until, a few months later, they
occupicd the capital Ulundi. Behind
them, of course, was the whole social
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boards a
surf-boat for
transfer to
Natal and
imprisonment

in Cape
Town

and economic power of British impe-
rialism. In contrast the Zulu army, ef-
ficient and skilful fighting force as it
was, was a “part-time” army, which
also had responsibilities for maintain-
ing production,

In public, British imperialism
claimed a big military victory in occu-
pying Ulundi. But its shrewder repre-
sentalives - such as the new army
commander Wolseley -- recognised
that they would be over-reaching
themselves to try to smash the Zulu
completely. They offered peace pro-
vided that the military age-regiment
system was disbanded, but on the ba-
sis that the Zulu would not be de-
prived of any land.

Thus the victory of Isandhlwana
further delayed 1ation of Zulu
land. It also had a wader impact in SA
history. Together with the 1881 upris-
ing by the Transvaal Boers, it per-
suaded British imperialism Lo retreat
tem rily from its for annexa-
lmvn;'“.:::l-r;I l:ﬂl'l!'l:dtl'lllglu.‘m

The drive to bring all SA under the
imperial flag was resumed again only
in the 189%0s. The gold wealth of the
Transvaal was a rich prize for British
imperialism. It did not want a
Transvaal with the independence 1o
manoeuvre with rival powers. More-
over, Krugl:r s Transvaal Republic
was an inadequate state for prﬂtr.:clmg
the interests of the gold-mining capi-
talistsand controlling the black work-
ing class drawn from the whole sub-
continent.

——

Thus the Orange Free Stale and
Transvaal were brought under British
rule through the 1899-1902 Anglo-
Boer war, laying the basis for the for-
mation, under British supervision, of
the Union of South Africa in 1910,

Divide and rule

Over Zululand uself Shepstone
and the Natal whites had wanted to
establish a military dictatorship.
Wolseley saw this was wunrealistic.
Zululand remained formally inde-
pendent. But Cetshwayo was ban-
ished: at first, imprisoned in Cape
Town Castle. Zululand was divided
into 13 areas to be ruled by 13 British-
appointed chicls. This was a half-way
concession 1o Shepstone’s idea that
the Zulu state was an “artificial” crea-
tion.

Shepstone claimed these chiels
were Lhe heirs to the pre-Shakan rul-
ers. This was only partly the case.
Most were chosen purely on the basis
that they had some sort of grudge
against the Zulu royal family. It was
“divide and rule” of a very crude kind.

These “chicfs” were the most
greedy, ambitious and parasitic fig-
ures in Zululand, already involved on
the fringes of the kingdom in accumu-
lating personal wealth through trad-
ing, labour recruitment, etc. Under
British sanction, they now set out to

grab more wealth, cattle, and fees as
labour recruiters, and to impose more
severe taxes on the Zulu people than
ever before.

Foremost among them were
Hamu, who had deserted to the Brit-
ish before Isandhlwana, and

Zibhebhu, from the Zulu clan. Imme-
diately after the battle of Ulundi
Zibhebhu turned against Cetshwayo
to collaborate with the British. A third
was a white, John Dunn, who had
“gone native™, and become a chiel
with many wives,

These, collaborators with imperi-
alism and parasitic plunderers nl’ the
Zulp people over the next
precursors of the Inkatha mi-nrds
of today.

Cetshwayo returned

The parasitic and destructive rule
of the 13 chicfs aroused the hatred of
the mass of Zulu pcople. It threat-
encd to become counter-productive
for imperialism. Morcover, by exiling
Cetshwayo, the British unwattingly
strengthened his position as a rallying
point for Zulu opposition to the new
order.

To redeem the situation, the Brit-
ish brought Cetshwayo back in 1883,
But they gave him only limited au-
thority as “one chiel among many” in
a restricted area. OF course, that was
not how he was scen by the Zulu



people.

During his exile, Cetshwayo had
been allowed to visit Britain. Here he
had seen the might of imperialism:
the power of British industry, and its
military power. He believed that the
only chance for the survival of his
dynasty was to come to terms with
British imperialism. He accepted this
compromise, hoping it would lead to
his full restoration.

But British imperialism could not
abandon the collaborating allies they

had created.

The Usuthu against
Zibhebhu

The return of Cetshwayo led to
civil war. He became the pole around
which the mass of Zulu rallied against
the collaborators and their followers.
His supporters, known as the Usuthu,
the praise name of his age-regiment,
launched a struggle to overturn the
rule of the forces of Zibhebhu,

This war was what finally under-
mined Zulu military and economic
power. Just as British imperialism
could not conquer and hold India ex-
cept by “divide-and-rule™ and the use
of Indian troops against other Indi-
ans, so they could not subjugate the
Zulu except by turning Zulu against
Zulu.

Two battles in 1883 were decisive.
One was fought at Mscbe in March,
where Zibhebhu inflicted a severe
defeat on Cetshwayo’s forces -- partly
through an ambush and partly be-
cause he had better mounted tr
and better rifles., There were thou-
sands of Usuthu casualties. Zibhebu's
forces followed up by destroying
Usuthu homes, crops, food stores and
so on. The Usuthu were forced to
retreat into caves in the mountains
which had previously been used as
defensive retreats in Shaka's times --
caves known as ‘ingaba’ (fortresses,
strongholds).

Al the battle of Ulundi in July
there was again huge slaughter. A
whole generation of Zulu leaders
were wiped out, and Cetshwayo had
to flee for his life.

The historian Jeff Guy explains
the difference between 1879 and
1883: “In 1879 the Zulu turned from
war to seck out their cattle and pre-
pare their lands for the spring rains.
In 1883 the upholders of the Zulu
royal house had lost their cattle and

were unable to turn to the urgent
tasks required by the icultural
cycle. They were forced to seek refuge
beyond their borders or were driven
further into the forest cave and moun-
tain strongholds.” (1, p.204)

In other words the civil war in the
1880’s led not merely to defeat for the
Usuthu resistance, but to economic
breakdown. It prepared the condi-
tions for the enslavement of the Zulu
masses Lo rising capitalism -- as Shep-
stone and his party desired.

After the battle of Msebe one
Herbert Nunn, a white “advisor” to
Hamu, crowed cynically: “Numbers
of old men, women and children are
coming in. What will thousands eat
this year? No cattle to purchase! A
fine time to gather these refugees to-
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around Cetshwayo'’s 15-year-old eld-
est son, Dinizulu, to continue guer-
rilla resistance against Zibhebhu, etc.
They also made a temporary tactical
alliance with Transvaal Boers, and
defeated Zibhebhu in battle in 1884,

The result was that the Boers laid
claim to north-west Zululand. They
were held off from further land-grab-
bing only because the British wanted
to prevent their access to the sea.
Then, over the head of the royal
house, British imperialism and the
Transvaal agreed to partition Zulu-
land.

The British Resident Commis-
sioner declared: “Dinizulu  must
know, and all the Zulus must know,
that the rule of the House of Shaka is
a thing of the past. It is dead. It is like

Tha thm?een c:mefdums Wﬂfsefays ‘settlement’ 13?9

gether here, and send them out to
work on the Natal government rail-
ways or sugar estates! Wages ought to

come down 1009%.” (1, p.193)

Cetshwayo died the E}llm-ing year
at Eshowe, where the British Resi-
dent had installed himself. The Zulu
still believe he was poisoned there.
And they date the demise of the king-
dom to this time. “When the great
bird died, the eggs became rotten”, it
is said. (1, p.215)

The Usuthu leaders tried to unite

water spilt on the ground. The Queen
rules now in Zululand and no one
else.” (1, p237)

In a last despairing all:mpt,
Dinizulu again went to war
Zibhebhu in 1888, and defeat h:m.
As a result, the British put Dinizulu
on trial for high treason and exiled
him to St. Helena.

Because of their numbers, organi-
sed by the powerful and despotic cen-
tralised state, the Zulu had held off
the pressures of land alienation and
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proletarianisation for nearly fifty
years. Now, they were (o be rapidly
subjected to the brutality of capitalist
exploitation -- an experience which
produced huge psychological shock.

Proletarianisation and
resistance

In 1893 the Natal whites were con-
ceded sclf-government. But despite
vchement opposition from the Natal

seitlers, the British rmment feh
obliged in 1898 to Dinizulu to
return from exile, as “one chiel
amongst many” rather than as para-

mount. To sweelen the whites, British
Zululand was handed over to the rule
of Natal, with certain arcas of it
opened up to scttlement.

“The history of Zululand in the
1880s and the 1890s”, writes Jelf Guy,

“can be scen as the history of the
diversion of surplus labnumrmm the
service of the Zulu state to the service
of developing capitalist production in
southern Africa.” (3, p.166)

From 1883, the British had begun
to enforce a hut lax -- a tax on every
wile of every homestead, to be paid in
money. This created an inexorable
pressure on those who had previously
produced for themselves to take jobs
at low wages.

The Bntish also enforced an in-
crease in the amount of lobola. This
created further pressure on young
men wishing (o marry lo carn money
-- with which to buy the cattle.

“In the 1890s", writes Guy, “Zulu
socicty had ti’ung:d fundamentally,
I'mmasnuﬂ]r in which man was the
aim of production to one in which
production was the aim of man.™ (3,
p-190)

By that time 10-20,000 Iulu1 crsl-
while warniors, were iving in com-

pounds and working in the degrading
and atrocious conditions of the

Transvaal gold mines. Many more

were wage-labourers in Natal. By the
turn of the century the pressures of
capitalism were weighing even more
intensely. The rise of the mining econ-
omy created new urban markets for
foodstuffs and products such as
walttle. Natal landowners turned from
speculation and rent-cxaction to de-
mand labour from their black tenants.
They squeczed them by raising rents
and by evictions.

Together with this, the homestead
economy was ravaged by Lhe effects of
ncw discascs. In 1897-8 six-sevenths
of African-owned cattle -- the lynch-
pin of the tribal cconomy - were

out by rinderpest. It repre-
sented, as Shula Marks writes, a Joss
for the Zulu people equivalent to the
losses suffered by sharcholders in the
1929 Wall Street stock-exchange
crash. (2, p.129-130)

The final straw was the decision of
the Natal government in 1905 to im-
pose a poll tax -- a tax aimed at all
those men who did not pay hut tax, ie.
specifically young unmarried men, It
was aimed to strengthen the compul-
sion on all young men to wage-labour,

Within a generation, the masses in
Zululand were rapidly transformed
from independent tribespeople to a
subjugated peasantry and working-
class, heaped with intolerable bur-
dens. Among this defeated and en-
slaved people, mass anger and frus-
tration boiled up, looking for an out-
let through which to break into the
open.

In the absence of an alternative, it
was once again (o the resistance tradi-
tion of the roval house that oppressed

Zulu rallied. Removed from power,
the Zulu royal house was nol so casi

removed ol its authority. As the lib-
eral Harriet Colenso warned in 1897,
the government did not have the

powes fvom bim [Dinicaiel but

controlling the power he has without
us. If it is not i it is nol
controlled and if he died tomorrow
another of Cetshwayo's descendants
would have u". (2, p.112)

What was cxpecied of the royal
house was revealed in the 1906-7
Bambatha revolt.

The Bambatha rebellion

Electric currents began to flow, in
all kinds of forms, but linking in one
way or anothcr 1o the question of
Dinizulu. Even descendants of those
who had fled from the Zulu state in
opposition (o Zulu tyranny were now
looking towards him as a pole of at-
traction. Mission-educated Africans,
the elite, were also supporters of the
Zulu royal house,

This mood of resistance came out
in desparate ways. In 1905, with the
promulgation of the poll tax, sudden
rumours spread that Dinizulu had

ordered all white goats, pigs and fowl
to be killed, and all tools

manufacture to be destroyed. It was
supposed he was then to call on

the gods to kill all whites on a certain
day.

There had been similar develop-
menls among the Xhosa when tradi-

By the 1890's 10-20,000 Zulu, erstwhile warriors,
were living in compounds working underground

in the Transvaal

gold mines. Many

worked as

wage-labourers in Natal, where the landowners
squeezed them by rents and evictions.




tional modes of military resistance
seemed to have failed, when people
felt powerless and looked for some
supernatural way out.

Out of this, revolt flared. In scat-
tered areas up and down Natal, chiefs
and people resisted payment of the
poll tax.

The main effort to unify this resis-
tance was by Bambatha, whose
chiefdom was in Natal though part of
old Zululand. His people were rent-
payers on white- etf land -- in an
arca becoming a crucible for capitalist

iculture.

Bambatha claimed that resisting
the tax was an instruction from
Dinizulu. He told his troops that
Dinizulu had given him a charm to
turn white man’s bullets into water.
His followers used the Usuthu war-
mﬂlmbllhl came to his uncle,

The Bambatha rebellion linked more cl

Muplc. H,ﬂl]brﬁéﬁcﬂs were
i mown down atling guns.

were numerous floggings and
atrocitics.

But the revolt stretched the whites
in Natal. They had to call up volun-
teers from other provinces. In the
Transvaal, mining magnates like
Percy F'nzpamu:t and Abe Bailey
were quick to oblige, s al pub-
lic meetings to encourage ¢
in the name of “the unity of the white
races.” (2, p.214)

The collaborationist traditions of
Zibhebhu continued, Just as
Bambatha's followers used the
Usuthu war-cry, so the black troops
that fought on the side of the Natal
government used the war-cry of
Zibhebhu.

The Bambatha revolt marks the
end of tribally-based military resis-
lance to white conquest, not only in

the

Usuthu tradition with resistance to imperialism
and capitalist exploitation.

whom the British installed as chief in
his place, and taunted him: “Where
are your white friends now? We do
nol ac a Natal king but a
black one” (in other words Dinizulu).
Erunl:. 206) When forced to retreat

the colonial troops, he took as
his base the Inkandla forest, the same
area of the “ingaba™ to which the
Usuthu and Cetshwayo retrcated in
the 1880s. ,

But Dinizulu did not support the
revoll. Instead, he sent a message of
lcﬂrnlty to the government and even
offered to raise levies. Bambatha's
appeal in Dinizulu’s name to all the
chiefs of Natal and Zululand mobil-
ised only a few. There was a sense
among the chiefs that this was a des-
perate revolt against a force that was
loo The historian Shula
Marks believes that Bambatha him-
self “was prepared to dic fighting

pruhabljrhnowmglhﬂhmchamd

(2, p- 208)
Disunited, trying to nrgamsr.:

around outmoded institutions, the
revolt was crushed rapidly and bru-
tally by white settler forces. Chiefs
relusing to encourage payment of poll
tax were deposed, am!:J in some cases
court-martialled on the spot and shot.
Troops rampaged through African
communitics, burning crops and
kraals, confiscating cattle, imprison-

Natal, but throughout South Africa.

But even in failure, and despite

Dinizulu’s actual role, it linked even

more clnscljr the Usuthu tradition

with resistance to imperialism and
capitalist tion.

During the rebellion, the military
were very careful nol 1o provoke
Dinizulu, for fear of worsening mat-
ters. But a year after the revolt was
crushed, Dinizulu was again arrested
and tried for treason -- though the
court could find him guilty only on
three counts out of 23, This persecu-
tion slr:n‘ghﬂnﬂd the popular identi-
fication of the royal house with resis-
tance.

Aftermath

The conquest of the Zulu kingdom
was a late episode in entrenching
imperialist tyranny in SA. It was part
of the forcible unification of SA by
British imperial power, breaking
down barriers to capitalist produc-
Lion.

The course of world history made
the destruction of the Zulu state in-
evitable, Imperialism, rooted in mo-
nopoly capitalism, dominated the
globe, and shaped all societies to
serve its interests. British imperialism
deployed its power in SA to create
and subjugate the black proletariat, to
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unify the country, and to hand over
ment o a while minority re-
gime in 1910.
Together with other conquered
African the Zulu were ab-
sorbed into the SA state as rightless

ml:,ms,l'mlgucrsmlhchndnf
birth. At the same time, they

wu:ru formed as part of the
black proletariat creating the
country’s wealth.

Objectively, for the Zulu people
the question was how to unite with the
other African peoples of SA in a
struggle for national liberation and
democracy -- to bring state power into
the hands of the majority.

Capitalism in SA was - and is -
implacably hostile to majority rule.
The task of democracy has
fallen on the shoulders of the working
class, the only force with the potential
power and interest to carry through
the st against the regime and
the capitalists it defends to a revolu-
tionary conclusion. For this, it must
unite and lead in a st to over-
turn the SA state by splitting the
whites along class lines.

Since the demise of the Zulu state,
the task for the working class in Natal
and Zululand has been to p l_y!ls part
in building the instruments o
-- trade unions, and political mganma-
tion — which could achieve these

goals.
Legacy

In the struggle of the Zulu work-
ing class Lo rise Lo this task, the Zulu
state left an ambiguous legacy.

“Without our king the Zulu

le would be like coolies”, it was
said after the Bambatha revolt. (4, p.
28) The ability of traditional Zulu in-

stitutions to hold out against colonial-

ism and imperialism for so | and
to inspire tribal resistance, rei
the idea that they were a necessary

instrument in the fight WOrse
servitude. The traditions of Zulu re-
sistance continued to resound as a
sourcc of militant inspiration and
confidence for the rising working
class in Natal/Zululand.

Already, in the Bambatha revolt,
new forms of struggle blended wath
the old. Thousands of Zulu workers in
Durban, including dockworkers, were
summoned back to their age-regi-
ments to join the poll-tax revolt.

The Industrial and Commercial
Workers' Union, exploding in Natal
in the late 1920s as a mass orgamisa-
tion of working people -- as an instru-
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traditions of Zlhhebhu and

Zibhebhu in the 1880s.

ment for national and social libera-
tion rather than as a mere trade union
-- absorbed Zulu traditions of resis-
tance. Many ol those who fought in
the Bambatha revolt joined the ICU.

Durban dockworkers in the 1940s
led by Zulu Phungula, workers in the
1973 Durban strike-wave - the first
herald of the revolution which has
now opencd -- and many other strug-
glers in Natal have chanted the slo-
gans of Zulu resistance and of the
royal house: ‘Usuthy’, ‘Bayete Zulv’,
clc

But the failure of the Bambatha
revolt itsell was a symptom of the ina-
bility of traditional Zulu institutions
to organisc a united st ¢ to com-
bat oppression and exploitation. In
reality, tribal institutions scrved in-

creasingly as a block to the develop-
ment of the organisation and con-
sciousncss of the Zulu masses.

As clsewhere in SA, the white
minority regime has rested in Zulu-
land and Natal on the instruments of
tribal society in trying lo perpetuate
divisions among the African people.
On the “native reserves” and the Ban-
tustans, the emerging working class
has been ruled by autocratic and usu-
ally corrupt chiefs propped up as gov-
ernmenl appointecs.

Al first, because of its tradition of

resistance the Zulu Paramountcy had
no place in this scheme. But, the more
the masses of Zululand and Natal
began to seck expression through
working-class organisation, the more
the SA state turned to support the
authority of the Zulu royal house as a
wea against the working class.
From the 1930s until the present,
the SA regime has used the Zulu
Paramountcy to denounce every inde-
pendent wnrltmg class action, every
strike, every manifestation of mass re-
sistance. It has used the hicrarchy of
chicftainship to reinforce all the con-
servative and rcactionary features of
the Zulu statc: incquality, deference
to dictatorial authority, subordination
of women to men, and the young to

the old.

Inkatha vs Congress

The best of tradition can be an
inspiration to succeeding generations.
But, as Marx tnnF, ago explained,
“The tradition of all the dead genera-
tions weighs like a nightmare on the
brain nflﬁc living. And just when they
scem engaged in  revolutionising
themselves and things, in creating
something that has never yet existed,
precisely in such periods ol revolu-

Chief ‘Shenge’ Buthelezi today.

Gatsha Buthelezi heads a vigilante mafia perpetuating the collaborating
amu, waging war against the Zulu masses.

lionary crisis they anxiously conjure
up the spirits of the past to their serv-
ice and borrow from them names,
battle cries and costumes in order to
resent the new scene of world history
in this time-honoured disguise and
this borrowed language.” (Eighteenth
Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte)

In 1975 Chicl Gatsha Buthelez
crecatled Inkatha, as a “mass anli-
aparthcid movement”, appealing to
the tradition of Zulu resistance. He
has made much of the closeness of his
clan to the Zulu royal family: that his
great-grandfather was Cetshwayo's
prime minister. But Buthelezi and
Inkatha did not, and could not, follow
the tradition of the Usuthu.

Inkatha, based on the apartheid-
created KwaZulu Bantustan and its
chiclly apparatuscs, inevitably be-
came an anti-popular force, serving
the interests of capitalism and the
regime. Galsha ‘Shenge’ Buthelea
heads a vigilanic mafia perpetuating
the collaborationist traditions of
Zibhebhu and Hamu in waging war
against the Zulu masses,

To cloud his purposes, Buthelezi
clothed Inkatha in the colours of the
ANC, to which the masses in Zulu-
land and Natal have looked since the
1950s as an instrument of unity in the
struggle to end oppression and exploi-



tation. Indeed, at the founding confer-
ence of the ANC in 1912 itself, Natal
Africans -- John Dube and Pixley
Seme -- were elected as President and
Treasurer, in tribute to the Bambatha
revolL

Buthelezi claims o continue the
traditions of the ANC in Natal. But in
fact, within the ANC, there have been
— and still are - two different tradi-
tions in relation to the state, the
bosses, and the institutions of tribal
socicty: a tradition of struggle, and a
tradition of compromise.

Thus Joha Dube -- who continued
as President of the ANC in Natal until
1945 -- was dismissed from his post as
national ANC President in 1917 for
compromising with the segregationist
policies of the Louis Botha govern-
ment. Dube, as a later article in this
series will explain, was a collaborator
with big business and the government,
an ardent supporter of chieftainship
and the Zulu Paramounicy, and bit-
terly hostile to the working class.

Today, Zulu working people, par-
ticularly the youth, have risen in revolt
against their intolerable conditions of
life. They are being drawn en masse
into the revolutionary struggle. All
the institutions of the old society,
from the royal house to the Inkatha
mafia and the collaborating chiefs,
are trying to crush them.

For the liberation of the
Zulu people, and African
people nation-wide, Congress
needs to be built as the
revolutionary instrument of
the working class,

ising in  struggle
against the state, the bosses,
Inkatha, and chieftainship.

Congress needs to
incorporate all that is best in
the militant and military
traditions of the Zulu masses
-- and at the same time wage
implacable struggle against all
those traditions that “weigh
like a nightmare on the brain
of the living.”

References in the text are to:
;{;I_ Jeft Guy, The Destruction of the Zulu

2. Shula Marks, Reluctant Rebellion.

3. Industrialisation and Social Change in
South Africa, edited by S. Marks and R.
Rathbone.

4, Shula Marks, The Ambiguities of Depend-
ance in South Africa.
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No to collaboration!

Dear Comrades,

There has been a
our movement of
viding line between agents of the
state, and those they help to oppress.
In this way we have shiclded ourselves
from the state’s altempts to divide
and crush us.

However, clements now wish to
reverse this policy. Mrs Fatima Meer
is a university academic in Durban
who has never been an activist in the
movement. She has however
completed a biography of Comrade
Nelson Mandela, with his agreement.
So she will be seen by many as a
spokeswoman for the ANC.

In a recent speech, she criticised
what she calls a “divisive tendency in
our movement”, which has a “vul
doctrine of irreconcilable conflict”
and which classifies people into “col-
laborators™ and “liberators”. “For us
to be truly strong today against the
wavering Nats, if we are going to suc-
ceed in forcing them on the negotiat-
ing table, then it is imperative that we
must rethink our policies of irrecon-
cilable conflict and seriously consider
the alternative of co-operation. We
must try and gather our forces, be
they homeland governments or com-
munity councils. Our reasoning ought
to be that we need the widest and
strongest black resistance against the
Nationalist government. And in order
to gain this it would be suicdal if we
now conlinucd 0 maintain and nur-
ture internal conflicts.” (Weekly Mail
13-19/10/89).

What is the purpose in saying this?

Bantustan leaders and community
councillors arc part and parcel of the
apartheid state machine.
because of this they have utrym
felt the fiery breath of the workers
and youth when they have risen up in
anger in the townships and

By calling for unity with the pup-
pets, Meer is arguing for capitulation
of the movement to de Klerk’s gov-
ernment, for its division and defeat.

Today, Buthelezi and Inkatha are
wagingwar against workers and youth
in Natal. And Meer wants unity with
him while sneering at the youth who
have fought so courageously against
the forces of the state, She said: “Our
youth have on the one hand been dis-

long tradition in
a clear di-

tanced from the democratic tradition
of their forebears and on the other
hand so brutalised by the state that
the state appears to be reflected in
them rather than in the traditional
values of the ANC.

If today the government is appem
ing ‘rcasonable’, and is
leaders and la]kmg of reform,
because of the beroism and the sa::ri—
fice of the working-class youth. But
Fatima Meer shows no interest in
this. Her interest is in t advan-
tage of this and crossing over to col-
laboration with the state.

Already she has given comfort to
the Bantustan rs in Natal
Recently King Goodwill Zwelithini
Zulu referred to her: “There is more
hope for reconciliation across race
groups when leading Indians call for
reconciliation instead of fanning the
flames of black on black violence”
(New African 25/11/89)

The King uttered these words just
as the Inkatﬁa impis were intensifying
their war in Natal. Mrs Meer would
do well to remember too that Inkatha
has not hesitated to stoke racial at-
tacks on Indians in Natal.

By talking of unity, Meer touched
a nerve in the movement of the work-
ers and youth. They feel a great chasm
developing in society between those
who cling to the state of racism and
privilege, and those whose survival
depends on fighting to smash it.

While the air is now filled wath talk
of ‘reform’ and *negotiation’, the ‘toe-
nadering’ masks a deepening of the
divisions in our socicty.

The workers and youth can sense
this, and yearn for the strength that
comes thr unity of their ranks.
Unity will not come by linking hands
thtrﬂat: Eﬂlhbﬂﬁlgryi That is the
road to division and defeat.

But unity can only be built around
a fighting programme which puts for-
ward the n and aspirations of the
workers and youth, With such a pro-
gramme for cleansing society of
apartheid and exploitation, and with
their ranks organised to fight for it,
the workers can act as a mighty mag
net, pulling towards themselves all
other classes whose future lies in the
death of capitalism.

Florence Bosch
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s Holomisa @ "comrade !

by D. Sikhakhane

The reburial of King Sabata
Dalindyebo in the Transkei in
October 1989 was organised by
the ANC, “The funeral itself
was a magnificent showpiece
and triumph for the ANC”, re-
ported South (5/10/89).

One of the main speakers
was Major General Bantu
Holomisa, ruler of this bantus-
tan. He was invited to share
the platform with Winnie
Mandela, UDF’s Murphy Mo-
robe, COSATU’s Elijah Ba-
rayi, and Sayco’s Peter Mok-
aba.

Since Dalindyebo's reburial, the
ANC leaders have organised a wel-
come rally attended by 50 000 people
in Umtata at which Holomisa was
hailed as a “friend” of the ANC and a
“spiritual” member of Umkhonto we
Sizwe. Now, he is widely referred to as
“comrade” Holomisa. We regard this
as a serious mistake by the ANC lead-
ership.

In the eyes of ANC workers and
youth the bantustans -- Transkei in
particular -- have always represented
a symbol of the racist system they are
fighting to destroy.

Indeed, in 1977 the ANC called
for “opposition Lo the so-called inde-
pendent Transkei” and pledged to or-
ganise a “worldwide campaign
against any tacit recognition of this
puppet creation” (Sechaba, 4th Quar-
ter, 1977).

Has this position changed? Do our

leaders now accept the Transkei and
bantustans?

The history of present SA began
with the conquering of the African
tribes by colonial forces. The tribes
were dispossessed of their agricul-
tural and grazing land. Since then mil-
lions have been forcibly removed
from the land, and the process of dis-

ion carried through to com-
pletion. The tribal economy has been
completely shattered, and conse-

quently, the material foundation of
tribal society itsell.

Instead, the African population on
the land has been turned into a prole-
tariat. Capitalism in agriculture has
concentrated land in fewer and fewer
hands and mechanised production.
Having separated Alfricans from the
land, the ruling class did not want
large scale immigration of the work-
ing class to the towns.

They created the reserves, gov-
erned under ‘tribal’ structures dic-
tated and financed by the racist gov-
ernment, to control the movement of
African workers and to divide them
along tribal lines. This was enforced
through pass and influx control laws,
forced removals, etc.

Verwoerd's policy of crealing
‘self-governing’ bantustans was based
on these reserves., Verwoerd was re-
sponding Lo the rising movement of
the African proletariat which in the
1950°s really began to reveal itself
through action as the leading revolu-
tionary force in the struggle for na-
tional liberation.

The imposition of bantustans was
an attempt at breaking African work-
ing class unity. At the same time, in
the calculations of the ruling class,
these structures were 1o be an ‘outlet’
for African political aspirations. The
bantustans have always been an in-
strument for division directed

against the democratic struggle for

Celebrations for the promise of Transkei’s Holomisa to unban the ANC

majority rule.

Comrade Nelson Mandela had
previously been offered release from
jail if he went to live in the Transkei.
He always refused on the grounds
that he did not recognise the bantus-
tan system and the “independence” of
Transkei.

Comrade Govan Mbeki in his
famous 196< book, South Africa: The
Peasants’ Revolt, wrote: “The basic
purpose of the bantustan policy was
nol to create an Alfrican nation-state,
but to carry the apartheid programme
even further” (p.44).

But today comrade Mbeki ap-
pears (o hold a different view. Al the
Umtata welcome rally he said “the
governmenl of Transkei has begun to
get the people free”.

How can one recognise the ‘gov-
ernments’ in the bantustans when
they are not African nation-states but
cymcal, artificial creations of the
white oppressor? Who elected these
‘governments’?

‘Sell-government’ and ‘independ-
ence’ in the Transkei were forced
through by suppressing any opposi-
tion tﬁl:uugh the Statengui' Ellr'n:rpgﬂiq
imposed under Proclamation 400 of
1960, which was used to crackdown on
the Pondoland uprising in the course
of that year. Political organisations
and meetings were banned. Unlim-
ited power was given to the police and




army to crush any opposition. Like in
Bophuthatswana where only 6%
voted in the last ‘elections’, all bantus-
tan ‘governments’ enjoy no allegiance
among the people. _

At the same rally this year com-
rade Walter Sisulu praised Holomisa
“for ing forward the

Sy
fication™ of SA.

It makes no difference whether
the rulers in these bantustans express
opposition to ‘independence’ or nol.
Gatsha Buthelezi has refused to ac-
cept independence for KwaZulu. But
he whips up tribal sentiment to estab-
lish a base Fur himself among the Zulu
people.

Whether ‘independent’ or not, the
bantustans remain extensions of the
SA state, hated by the masses.

The r of Holomisa and
Buthelezi rests on structures devised
by Pretoria. They rely on a police
force and army provided and financed
by the SA ruling class. Their forces
work hand in hand with the SAP and
SADF.

1987 saw bitter struggies and re-
volts in every bantustan — against cor-
ruption in the Transkei, against the
imposition of ‘independence’ in
KwaNdcbele, against Mangope in
Bophuthatswana, against ritual kill-
ings in Venda, against i ation
=0 Qwa.Qwe, sadsoon. |

The gangster puppets ruling these
arcas are paid servants of Pretoria.
They have been delegated functions
of tyranny and repression by their
master. They are enemies of the
struggle for freedom and democracy.

oever calls Holomisa a “com-
rade” and “spiritual member” of MK
is casting aside the facts of history.
This man, who matriculated at the
school for sons of chiefs and head-
men, underwent his military training
in the SADF. He was the first black
uate of the SA Staff and Manage-
g::l course at P.W. Botha's arm
in Pretoria. He became chicl-
of-stall of the Transkeian Delence
Force in 1985 under Matanzima's
government.

He is not a ruler elected by the

le of the Transkei. He took over
in a coup in 1987. In November 1989
he was still saying the time is not yet
ripe for elections.

He staged the coup collaborating
with the SA military intelligence, It is
for that reason that the F did not
intervene as in Bophuthatswana when
a section of the army tried to remove
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Members of Contralesa meet the NEC of the ANC in Zambia
we going to fit the homelands in -- and

Mangope. At the time of Holomisa's
coup Pik Botha said “as far as the SA

ranment is concerned, nothing has
ppened to affect our bilateral rela-

Like all heads of bantustans, he is
a puppet of the SA ruling class.
Through the he saved the Tran-
skei -- indeed the whole bantustan
system - from crumbling to pieces.
Holomisa was conscious of this fact.

When asked about the coup he
replied that the had “become
very and “at the end of the
day it would be the army who would
have to shoulder the problem and
gucll the situation” (Weekly Mail, 15-

1 Jan. 1988). He took power not to
liberate the people, but to prop up the
stability of the state.

To stay in power he relies on funds
from the SA government, which he
has not rejected. The Transkei gov-
ernment is inanced from Pretoria —
for example it received RS505.5-mil-
lion in 1987/88.

As long as he is head of a bantus-
tan, Holomisa cannot be interested in
youth in the struggle to overthrow the
government.

If he is serious about overthrow-
ing the government then he would
resign his position in the Transkei
and help bring about the overthrow
of the SA state. The same applies to
other rulers like Enos Mabuza of
KwaNgwane. But Holomisa is not
prepared to do that.

He promised a referendum to get
the pchIE's views on the independent
status of the Transkei. Bul in an inter-
view with the Financial Mail (17/11/
89) he said “the question is where are

how. There is not an outright answer
to that question because the home-
lands comprise structures which can-
not be wished away ight. They
need to be accommodated in a future
SA”, Is this the position of our move-
ment?

Even if the Transkei returns into
SA, we should not wecaken our
struggle to overthrow the state appa-
ratus in the bantustans and through-
out SA.

There can be no place for the state
machine and the accommodation of
bantustan structures in a liberated
SA. Our struggle is for one-person-
one-vole in a united SA.

It is false to create the impression
that Holomisa is a friend of Congress
workers and youth.

He promised to unban the ANC
and PAC. Since then, fifteen political
organisations have been unbanned,
but not the ANC. Holomisa now says
he cannot unban the ANC yet be-

cause “irresponsible elements™ would
take 1
On the of November an ANC

rally in the Transkei was attacked.
Two peoplec were shot dead. At a
mecting with comrade Sisulu, Holo-
misa distanced himself from the at-
tack and promised an inquiry. The
two shook hands, the dead were for-
gotten,

But it is his own police force.
Should we shake hands with de Klerk
when he distances himself from the
actions of the SAP and their death
squads? No!

The point is that we will never be
free until the present state is over-
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thrown -- and power organised in the
hands of the people. This struggle
depends above all on the strength and
conscious leading role of the working
class.

Holomisa is no friend of the work-
ing class. In 1988 he cracked down on
strikes after workers had taken action
hoping to receive a sympathetic ear
from him. “The gricvances are genu-
ine”, he said, “but the action of strik-
ing will be condemned”.

A wave of strikes surged through
Transkei in October 1989 over the
question of wages. Despite
Holomisa’s promise to legalise un-
ions, strikers were attacked and
beaten by police. Holomisa has since
warned he is against those who use
the cover of unions to organise bus
boycotts, strikes, etc.

If he has to accept unions, he
wants unions he can control. This is
the standpoint of the big capitalists,
whose interests Holomisa -- like the
SA government -- ultimately repre-
sents.

It is no accident that he has ap-
pointed Wichahn to head the com-
mission drafting the trade union legis-
lation. Wiehahn is the man who, to-
gether with the bosses in SA, devised
schemes to try to undermine the inde-
pendence of black trade unions by
S(}ucczing them into the straitjacket
of state regulation and control.

At COSATU’s founding confer-
ence it was resolved that “the bantus-
tan system be totally rejected”. This
remains the standpoint of the black
working class as a whole. But now
~omrades Barayi and Ramaphosa

are platforms with a bantustan
leader. What is the use of good and
solemn words in fine resolutions if
leaders can abandon them in prac-
tice? When did workers in COSATU
give them the mandate to do this?

Workers in COSATU expect the
leaders to condemn Holomisa’s bru-
tality against fellow workers. Workers
in Transkei expect COSATU (o assist
them in their struggles for tradc union
rights and better conditions.

The black proletariat of SA expect
COSATU to maintain independence
from all capitalist governments.

The dangers in the policies of the
leadership lie in that they will split
and weaken the black working class,
and open the possibility for a serious
defeat of the movement,

The ANC leaders repeat the same
mistakes they made in relation to
Gatsha. They advised him to take up

the position of Chief Minister of
KwaZulu bantustan in 1970. They
helped him form Inkatha in 1975. This
dignified him in the eyes of the
masscs.

His success in Natal was a result,
in large measure, of the support he
received from the ANC. Comrade
Oliver Tambo admitted this at the
1985 Consultative Conference of the
ANC in Zambia. Now Gatsha is
slaughtering hundreds of Congress
workers and youth. As a result, today
in Natal, the movement is confused,
split and divided. Still, the leaders ref-
use to correct their errors.

Instead, they continue to give
courage to Gatsha today by holding
“peace” talks with him. This Gatsha
always uses to try and recapture lost
ground.

From his prison cell, comrade
Mandela has also, unfortunately,
played an important part in assisting
Gatsha. In 1986 he wrote a letter to
Gatsha which was described in the
press as “warm”. This was during the

time of fierce fighting in Natal.

Then again in 1989, at the time
when hundreds of Congress youth
were being massacred by Gatsha and
Inkatha, he wrote him another warm
letter. He called Gatsha by his clan
name, “Shenge”, and signed the letter
with his, “Madiba”. He said in the
letter “far more information than I
possess at the moment is required
before I can blame any of the parties
involved in the deplorable conflicts ...
in Natal”.

But was it a lack of information
that led him to this blunder? Com-
rade Sisulu is now out of prison and
has all the necessary information. But
still nothing is being said against Gat-
sha. Meanwhile Gatsha takes advan-
tage to continue to slaughter Con-
gress youth and workers.

In the same way, the only people
to gain from the ANC’s recognition of
the Transkei have been the Pretoria
regime and Holomisa himself. In ef-
fect, the ANC now recognises bantus-
tans. The great danger is that this will

"Dear Shenge”

I thank you for the warm and well con-
sidered telex message you sent me on
behalf of King Zwelithini and Inkatha on
the occasion of my seventieth birthday. |
also received your letter of 26 August 1988
in which you wished me a speedy recovery
from illness, and in which you outlined
your efforts both locally and abroad to se-
cure the release of prisoners in South
Africa.

"Apart from your telex and a telegram
from Mrs Helen Suzman, hundreds of
similar messages came from well-wishers
in the country and in different parts of the
world. ltis partly the unswerving support of
such men and women, and partly the
achievements made by our organisation
within and outside the country which have
given prisoners so much strength and
hope.

"You will readily accept that it is not at
all easy from my present quarters to com-
ment fully and freely on the sentiments
you so eloquently expressed in the above
correspondence.

“Itis sufficient to state that your persis-
tent demand for the unconditional release
of prisoners before negotiations can start,
is a stand which | have always welcomed
as a positive contribution to the search for
lasting peace in this country.

“Obviously, my fervent hope is to see,
in due course, the restoration of the cordial
relations which existed between you and
OR (Oliver Tambo), and between the two
organisations in the seventies. The most
challenging task facing the leadership to-
day is that of national unity. At no other

N

Mandela writes to Buthelezi:

time in our history has it become so crucial
for our people to speak with one voice, and
to pool their efforts. Any act or statement,
from whatever source, which tends to cre-
ate or worsen division is, in the existing
political situation, a fatal error which ought
to be avoided at all costs.

"“Far more information than | possess
at the moment is required before | can
blame any of the parties involved in the
deplorable conflicts now taking place in
Natal. All the same, | consider it a serious
indictment against all of us that we are still
unable to combine forces to stop the
slaughter of so many innocent lives. The
struggle is our life and, even though the re-
alisation of our fondest dreams may not be
at hand, we can nevertheless make that
struggle immensely enriching or abso-
lutely disastrous.

“In my entire political career few
things have distressed me (so much) as to
see our people killing one another as is
now happening. As you know, the entire
fabric of community life in some of the
affected areas has been seriqusly dis-
rupted, leaving behind a legacy of hatred
and bitterness which may haunt us for
years to come. Itis a matter which requires
the urgent attention of all people in this
country. Nothing will please me more than
to know that my concern and appeal have
not fallen on deaf ears.

“Once again, I thank you, the King and
Inkatha for your inspiring message. My
best wishes to you and Mndlunkulu. -
Yours sincerely, Madiba”




foster tribal divisions among the black
masses. This is exactly what the SA
ruling class wants. It is vital for the
ANC to reverse this mistake immedi-

The task is to build the unity of the
black proletariat, in the towns and
rural arcas, on the basis of the Free-
dom Charter: “All bodies of minority
rule, advisory beards, councils and
authorities shall be replaced by
democratic organs of sell-govern-
ment."”

Related to the question of bantus-
tans is the role of chiefs. At the ANC

welcome rally held at Soccer City,
comrade Raymond Mhlaba said that
chiefs have an important role to play
inside the ANC. At the same lime,
ANC leaders have had talks and pho-
tos taken with chiefs in Lusaka. There
have been reports of comrade Nelson
Mandela meeting with Tembu chiefs
in Victor Verster prison.

Yet all democratic revolutions in
history have been against monarchs,
aristocrats, kings, the royal families
and all institutions based on privilege
by birth. 1989 was the 200th anniver-
sary of the great French Revolution
that overthrew the monarchy.

Now ANC leaders want (o main-
tain chicftainship.

In the “constitutional guidelines™
they have issued to the movement
they say: “The imstitution of heredi-
tary rulers and chicfs shall be trans-
formed to serve the interests of the
people..” What exactly does this
mean? How can any hereditary insti-
tution be “transformed”...except by
abolishing it? What foundation can
there be for this institution of the
past?

The old more or less equal basis of
tribal life is finished. Today we all live
under the capitalist system -- of class
division and class rule.

The ruling class has always relied
on chiefs to the massﬂ in the
reserves. On behalf of the SA govern-
ment they have suppressed protests,
enforced influx control, collected
taxes, conducted trials and imposed
heavy sentences, etc.

At the base of the bantustan sys-
tem lies the Tribal Authorities, com-
posed of chiefs and headmen. What
are called ‘chiefs’ today are simply
paid servants of the SA government.
Over the years they have been ex-
posed as such. As a result Eﬂplc have
turned massively against them.

From the 1940s there have been

they re These reached a ch-
max with the Pondoland uprising in
1960, stopped paying laxes.

boycotting

People's courts took the
those controlled by chiefs. Members
of school boards or committees were
ordered to resign in conformity with
the boycott of Bantu Education be-
fore they could be members of
people’s courts.

This si the historic change
which come about in the con-
sciousness of the masses. The tribal
shell could no longer be filled wath a
living content.

The tradition of these st -
in Pondoland, Marico, Sekhukhune-
land, Witzieshoek -- are today being
carricd forward by the urban prole-
tariat against the pu councillors,
who, angl;“!lilc«: chisfs,pp?re at least
‘elected’.

The recognition of chiefs is a step-
ping stone towards the recognition of
the township structures of collabora-
tion as well.

Any recognition of chieftainship
mcansyan attack on the rural poor.
This is because in the rural areas of
SA today, families have to pay chicfs
for permission to hold wedding par-
lies, or (0 have a baptism certificate
signed. Where complainants are
awarded in a civil case pre-
sided by the chief, the chief must get a
share of the award.

The overwhelming majority of the

pulation suffers in poverty. The

ave no land to till. To obtain Ianc{
people are not just forced to pay alle-
giance o the chief, but often have to
pay bribes as well. They are without
water or ploughing implements.
Worst of all, there is no hope of a job.
The bantustans remain just of
labour.
minority of land-grabbing chicfs who
are the new bantustan elite -
sites willing and able Iutm‘ir.:hlm:
sclves while serving as eager lackeys
of the SA ruling class.

This is what the institution of
chieltainship represents -- the oppres-
sion of the rural poor who are denied
the right of free access to land.

The working class in the towns
and rural areas is one and fighting to
overthrow capitalism. Only then can

This is particularly the case in the
rural areas where tribal customs are
still being practised, where women
are treated as naturally inferior to
men. Women have no right to owner-
ship of the land and cattle. They are
seen to have no other ibili
than to bear and look after children,
with men playing no role in this.

The institution of chieftainship
only perpetuates this inequality.
Women in the bantustan of KwaNde-
bele were denied the right to vote
simply on account of being women.
They had to go to court for this situ-
ation to be overturned.

Our movement struggles for
equality between women and men --
at work, in taking responsibility for
the family at home, in society as a
whole. The Freedom Charter states
“the rights of the people shall be the
mat.ranilusnl’r:u.cul-unrnr

sex”.

The working class movement in
SA has taken conscious steps in cor-
recting this situation. Some advances
have been made although there is still
a Lo go.

b%g:yWUgS‘;l, for example, has
fought for an agreement with Pick 'n
Pay which undertakes to ensure that
women are not unfairly discriminated
against because of pregnancy, and
that both men and women workers
are able to exercise parental responsi-
bilities.

How can the tribal tradition of
chieftainship be reconciled with these
advances? Working class women are
not prepared to go back to the past.

Above all, this ancient "ﬂm of
hereditary and laws
and aspirations of youth living in
modern society.

Youth want freedom and democ-
racy. Like their working class parents,
they want to elect people. But the
position of chief is hereditary. They
want to cut themselves free from con-
servative forms of life. They do not
want to be told what to do, and how to
do it. Youth want to
thoughts, make mistakes and correct
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them.

The most conscious militant youth
want a discipline based on own under-
standing and own respect, not on the
basis of tyrannical orders by ‘elders’.

Chicftainship collides with them.
It requires them to carry out the deci-
sions and sing the glory ol those who
made them. Naturally chiels erect
obstacles in advance to consohdate
their position against the younger
gencration. This explains the youths'
resentment towards chiefs and their
indunas, who are referred as “war-
lords™ by the youth in Natal

Every political isation that
represents the future finds its chief

from the younger gencration.
It 15 because the ANC is seen as the
organisation of the future that it has
altracted cnormous support from

youth.

Comrade Mbeki curr:clli;paintr:d
out in 1964 that “if Africans have had

chiefs, it was because all human socie-
tics have had them al onc stage or
another. Bul when a people have de-
veloped to a stage which discards
chieftainship, when their social devel-
opment contradicts the need for such
an institution, then to force it on them
is not liberation but enslavement”
(SA: The Peasanits' Revolr).

If the “social development™ of the
people contradicts the need for chiefs
-- and it does -- then why the Congress
of Traditional Leaders of SA (Con-
tralesa)?

Al their meeting with the ANC in
Lusaka, the vice-president of Con-
tralesa, chiel Phathckile Holomisa
said: “We have been used to work

inst the interests of our people and
collaborate with their enemies. Chiels
have been a force wreaking havoc on
the rights of their people. It is time
they started working for change”.
(New African, 28 /8 /89)

It is just as well if a chief recog-
nises this. But what docs he mean by
chiefs working for change?

Holomisa and others m Con-
tralesa want to retain the privileges of
chicfiainship by claiming to be work-
ing for the people. They want to divert
the nccessary struggle against this in-
stitution by claiming for themselves a
“progressive” role.

It would be wrong to try and draw
chicfs into our ion on the
basis of promising them that their in-
stitution will be

Chiefs should resign their present
paid positions to show commitment to
the struggle. Then we can welcome
them as cqual comrades in a demo-
cratic movement,

Chiel Luthuli, at least, gave up his
position as chiel and chose to openly
stand with the people under the ban-
ner of the ANC in the struggle against
apartheid.

It is incorrect to accord chiefs a
special place in the ANC, In Lusaka
the ANC told chiefs that “there has
always been a role for progressive
chiefs in the struggle and that their
role was no different from that of any
other lcader in the liberation organ
isation”. How come they are treated
as leaders already?

In our organisation people should
have equal nghts. Our struggle is for
equality. Leaders should be leaders
not because of their position in soci-

People welcome Walter and Albertina Sisulu at the ANC rally in Umtata

ety, or being chiefs for that matter.
Pcn le should gain the position of

adership on the basis of being tried
and tested in the course of struggle, of
having shown undivided commitment
to our goal, and of havi roved
qualititsg:?l?ludcrship. =W

Some speak of chicfs by merit. In
the ANC -- as in socicty as a whole -
people of merit can stand for election.
That is the rcal test of menit and there
should be no privileged social status
attaching to it.

The ANC's 1919 Constitution as-

signed chicfs a special place in the
organisation. “All chicfs within the

provinces shall be Honorary wvice-
chairmen in all districts and branches,
and be delegates for their districts in
the mectings of the Provincal Con-
gress, with a separate place of honour
and a nght ol preference to audi-
ence”. (Clause 41)

In addition, “no motion, resolu-
tion or decision of any of the branches
of the association, cither in the prov-
inces or territories, which in the opin-
ion of the president for the time being
is hostile to the interests of the chiefs
and people or in direct conflict with
the express desire of the majority of
the chiefs, shall be considered valid or
operative”. (Clause 31)

Today there are those in the ANC
who still want a House of Chiefs. This
gocs aFaiml the democratic aspira-
tions of the mass of the working class
for a revolutionary change. It will be
found to be incompatible with a soci-
ety based on indvidual freedom and
social equality. We must fight for
nothing less.
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by John Fredericks and
Jake Wilson

There are at least 5.5 million un-
employed in SA. No less than 1 000
people enter the labour market every
day in search of jobs. But most will
never find work. Close to ten million
will be unemployed at the turn of the
century —- more than half of the total
workforce.

The SA economy needs to grow by
at least 5% a year for the next 10
years (o be able to create jobs for the
350 000 workseekers each year. In
the last ten years the economy has
barely grown at 2% a year,

If unemployment is to be over-
come, between 2 500-3 000 jobs need
to be created every day for the next 10
to 15 years! But capitalism cannot
create en jobs. Only 470 jobs
were created a day during 1970-80,
which was a period of growth faster
than the 1980s. This is less than 20%
of the number required.

Under the present system of
apartheid and capitalism the majonty

young South Africans will never
know what it is to have a stable job.

These are not the problems of SA
and apartheid alone. Millions of
people face starvation because of the
chronic shortage of work,

Fight unemployment !

Mass unemployment
in the advanced capitalist countries

rsists even

which have being going through an
unusually long boom. The number of
unemployed in these (OECD coun-
tries) is well over 20 million!

In the Third World the problem is
a hundred times worse. The domina-
tion of their economies by impenal-
ism has resulted in hundreds of mil-
lions of unemployed adding to the
high numbers of desperately poor.

Why are there so many unem-
ployed when all over the world there
15 such a tremendous shortage of
housing, food, clothing, health, educa-
tion, etc? Everyone can sce that mil-
lions of jobs would be created if socal
programs were implemented to pro-
vide the most basic necessities of the
poverty stricken masses of the world.

The answer lies in the fact that the
capitalist system only works in the in-
terest of the rich minority.

The bosses are only
interested in profits

Profit-making is the motive force
of the capitalist sytem. Everything is
turned to serving and securing the
profits of the bosses. The actions of
the capitalist class and the states
which serve them are determined by
their incessant greed for greater prof-
its. The capitalists line their pockets
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and live in glorious luxury while mil-
lions starve.

The basic needs of the people for
jobs, housing and education, etc. only
enter the calculations of the bosses
insofar as they serve the profit system.

The working class produces the
wealth of society. But workers find
they cannot buy the products of their
labour which they need. This is be-
causc the capitalists’ profits come
from the unpaid labour of the work-
ing class. Capitalists are in constant
mmp:l':tiﬂn with each other, and to
survive they fight to keep wages low.
But this means the capitalist class cuts
the market for the goods and services
it controls.

This intensifies the ruthless com-
petition between companies to hold
on to their share of the market. Com-
petition constantly threatens g:;uﬁls
and drives the capitalists to further
lower costs and cheapen production.

They squeeze the workers to work
harder for longer hours, cut the num-
ber of workers and invest in machin-
ery. The capitalist who invests in the
most modern machinery gets faster
and greater production and bigger
profits.

In a planned economy, new ma-
chinery would liberate the worker
from the ry of exhausting work
and benehit millions. But under capi-
talism, inventions and new machinery
become an extra burden. More ma-
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Unemployed workers seeking work in the streels

chinery mecans the bosses arc less
dependent on workers. Workers are
retrenched with no guarantee of find-
ing new work.

It is no solution to the problem of
uncmployment to argue that more
workers should be employed instead
of new machinery. On this basis SA
industry could not compete with
mechanised industry internationally
and would fall further behind other
capitalist countrics.

But capitalists will not invest in
new machinery unless they are confi-
dent of being able to produce and sell
their goods at a profit. Mass unem-

loyment in SA has resulted mainly
Ernm the failure of capitalists 1o invest
in modern industry.

Manufacturing
recession begins

The SA economy has bencfitted
from the expansion of the world mar-
ket, but now has been slowing while

the morec advanced capitalist coun-
tries have continued o grow. SA ex-
ports are facing fierce competition.
The SA cconomic uplurn since
1986 has been weakened by the politi-
cal crisis of the sysicm, limits on the

ability to import m:chmﬂy nceded to
expand production, and rising infla-
tion. The boom has largely been
based on credit which has tem
expanded the market, but pushed in-
flation upwards. Because manufac-
turing is not advancing, investment is
limited to the replacement of obsolete
machinery.

The rnment’s  atlempls to
bring inflation of more than 15%
under control has increased interest
rates to 20%. Now that the govern-
ment has been forced to put the
brakes om, the market is being
squeczed and recession has begun I'.u
loom,

Although the bosses are hoping
for the best, their real fears were re-
cently spelt out by the FCI President,
Leslie Boyd: “The SA economy is in

for a hard landing, and a serious fight
against inflation will mean higher
unemployment.” (Cape Times, 20/
10/89)

Now the gold price has risen and
there has been a tnckle of investment.
This has given the capitalists greater
confidence, they think there could be
growth of 1% or more in 1990!

That docs not alter the fact that
manufacturing has alrcady been in
decline of 1989 and sectors like the
metal industry are increasingly
throwing workers out of jobs.

Recession leads to job
losses

During a recession more factonies
are closed and there is less work avail-
able. More workers are laid off, and
remaining workers have to work
harder and for longer hours.

This is what workers are now fac-
INg.

Even during times of rapid eco-
nomic growth, uncmployment in SA
has been increasing. During reces-
sions this has grown much faster, In
the last recession of 1984-86 thou-
sands of jobs were lost in all the key
sectors of the economy, Manufactur-
ing was hard hit.

In the Eastern Cape unemploy-
ment rocketed to well over 60%,
reaching 80% among the township
youth.

Now it is predicted that the com-
ing recession will sec widespread lay-
offs in textiles, clothing, footwear,
plastics, and machinery.

Labour intensive industries wall be
hardest hit.

In the clothing industry there are
mainly small factones employing 10-
100 workers. These small bosses are
al the mercy of the big retail compa-
nies like Edgars, Foschini, Truworths,
ctc. When demand slows they simply
cut orders and the small factones are
forced into bankruptcics and closures.

In the metal industry the bmsns
have alr made many layofls in
1984-86 and brought in mechanisa-
tion. katrs arc already being hard
hit despite employment already being
cut to the bone. At COSATU locals
workers are reporting on retrench-
ments in the industry,

Building will be seriously affected.
Alrcady in 1989 there were retrench-
menls. Al Corobrick in Stellenbosch
more than 300 workers lost their jobs,
This pressure will continue.

In the mining industry the bosses
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"‘Unemployment eats us like disease’

by Andrew Jamela

We are a group of unemployed youth from Khaye-
litsha. Life is hard without a job. Most of us have no
hope of getting jobs again. It needs money to look for
jobs and you just get, “sorry no jobs, try next week”.

We attend these unemployment schemes at the
moment. They are just a waste of time. The govern-
ment promised to train you to be anything from a
bricklayer to a mechanic. But tell me where you can
get a motor mechanic or bricklayer trained for only
three months? They just want to keep us off the
streets. They know if you have a mass of unemployed
youth then they start throwing stones. Most of us go
there because we get money at least for cigarettes.

In Khayelitsha alone unemployment is the order of
the day. People wake up to go to the ibokwe where
they stand, sit for hours along the main road waiting
for anyone to offer cheap labour for them. Whites,
sometimes coloureds, come to pick up tough guys
for work. You should see how people run for these
cars. Cruel whites take advantage of this and not pay
our people.

Lot of youth resort to crime now. They go to shop-

lift, break into white peoples’ houses and even rob
the community. Unemployment eats us like a dis-
ease will eat your body. If you can not give your child
5 cents then what kind of pappa are you? In your
family you are seen as a loafer. This thing is destroy-
ing our dignity.

Do not talk about Unemployment Benefit Fund.
Most of us never get that money. If you fail to hand it
in within three weeks after you are fired, you will
never be able to draw your money. They just tell you
straight, “go look for a job, work and come back
when you are fired there!”

Tell me where are we going to get jobs? We
should unite against this. This unemployment is
growing by days. Students drop out and join us,
people from rural areas and retrenched workers. We
must organise.

| have heard people talk about a “post-apartheid
system”, a negotiated settlement. Freedom for us
will mean that we should be able to go to the facto-
ries, get jobs and the wages we claim according to
our responsibilities. How can we be free if we do not
have jobs and a living wage?

| can't remember when | had proper food. | eat
bread and coffee, sometimes with water. This must
come to an end.

have a clear strategy to cut jobs -- no
less than 60 000 miners have lost their
jobs since 1986,

Now that the NUM challenged the
cheap migrant labour system, the
mining bosses have responded by
mechanising underground produc-
tion. All this means massive retrench-

privatisation.

Sanctions not the cause
of high unemployment!

All these developments are part of

and the political crisis of the ruling
class caused by the rising revolution,
P.W. Botha’s Rubicon 2 speech in
August 1985 triggered an outflow of
more than R10bn capital -- as the
capitalists internationally lost confi-
dence in the future of the profit-sys-

ments. In April 1989 Gencor re-
trenched 7 000 workers. Now Rand
Mines has announced it wanls to re-
trench at least 8 000 workers.

Cyril Ramaphosa has said: “50 000
workers have either lost their jobs or
are in immediate danger of doing so”
(Sunday Times, 9/7/89).

All this despite the fact that in
1987 the profits on the gold mines was
three times the total wages paid to
black workers. Mechanisation and
cost-cutting programs are merely in-
troduced to secure super-profits for
the gold magnates.

These pressures for jobs cuts and
harder work are seen in the state sec-
tor. Between 1984-89 61 400 job were
lost at SATS. At Iscor 23 000 black
and white workers lost their jobs,
Escom has thrown 10 000 out of work
since announcing its ‘restructuring’.

Many state sectors are being pre-
pared in this way for the vulture of

world trends in capitalism. Interna-
tionally there have been lay-offs in
manufacturing and intensification of
labour even during the upturn which
is now showing signs of ending.

Internationally profitable sections
of the state sector have suffered cuts,
jobs losses, and reorganisation, to
prepare them to be handed over to
the monopolies. In Britain privatisa-
tion has resulted in the loss of 400 000
jobs.

In the US the giant multinational
IBM which promises its workers a job
for life has given workers a strange
Christmas present by declaring 10 000
jobs must go!

The same processes are at work in
SA. It is nonsense for Buthelezi and
his masters to say thal sanctions are
the cause of unemployment.

It is true that scores of companies
have disinvested since 1984. But the
main reason for them withdrawing
was the difficulty in making profits

tem in SA,

Few companies closed down pro-
duction. They sold formal ownership
to SA bosses and signed agreements
giving them licence to take a share of
the profits, and sometimes permitting
them to come back if conditions
change!

It is true that anti-apartheid cam-
paigns have brought some European
countries to cancel contracts for SA
coal and this has pul some pressure
on the jobs of coal workers. But the
main reason is the struggle between
coal producers internationally to sell
their own coal on a declining market.

How do the bosses explain jobs
losses in gold mining when the price is
rising? This has clearly nothing to do
with sanctions.

The bosses blame sanctions for
unemployment to hide the truth from
the working class -- it is a disease of
the whole capitalist system which has
resulted in the astronomical rise in
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uncmployment,

Fight as one united
force!

Hundreds of thousands of jobs are
under threat now that recession is
coming. Workers have to defend what
litke they have got, and to argue
against the bosses that job losses
could be avoided if the economy was
geared o the needs of the people and
nol to profit.

Every job loss 1s a loss for the
whole working class, especially the
youth. The growing strength of the
trade union movement must be mo-
bilised now 1o confront the bosses.

Only the power of the organised
workers united with the vouth can
force the bosses and the state to give
in 10 our demands. To give in to the
bosses without a fight weakens the
movement and strengthens the re-
solve of the bosses 1o launch further
attacks against the workers.

COSATU needs to prepare all
workers for the battle to save every
job under threat. We need a plan of
action on how to defend jobs and
mobilise the enormous existing
strength of COSATU in defence of
workers under threat.

On paper COSATU has a bold
program to fight retrenchments. At
COSATU's first Congress it was re-
solved 1o "ﬁri;ht as one united force”
to defend all jobs threatened by re-
trenchment, closing of factories, for

control over mechanisation, to “fight
for work-sharing on full pay whenever
workers face retrenchments.”

Other resolutions called for the
bosses’ books to be opened, “so that
workers can sce exactly how the
wealth they have produced is being
wasted and misused by the employers'
profit system".

But little has been done by the
union leadership to carry out these
decisions.

Recent developments show how
workers are prepared to take action
on their own. Commercial workers
have succeeded in forcing the bosses
of Joshua Doore 1o reinstate 500 re-
trenched. The com found that
workers’ unity was difficult to break.
The community donated money and
most customers who had debts with
the furniture shop refused to cross the
picket line 1o pay accounts.

This example shows an organised
[ightback can stop retrenchments.
But it also shows what is involved --
the trade union leaders have to link
up with other unions and the workers
in the townships (o win.

Other examples show the difficul-
ties. Early in 1989 the Premier bosses
managed to retrench about 1 000
workers at Farm Fare (now Bonny
Bird). This happened despite workers
from plants alfcumund the country
being prepared to fight,

The bosses said that the company
was not making profits and had to
retrench workers 1o survive. The un-
ion leadership accepted this argument

and concentrated its r;l't'urnik on secur-
i retrenchment ‘pa ' for
IE sﬁﬂzm This dcmunlisgc:ﬂny
workers who staged demonstrations
nationally against job losses but even-
tually because of a lack of leadership
had to accept defeat.

Once the bosses had succeeded
they wanted to go further. Now they
are ing to retrench more
Bonny Bird workers!

When redundancies are threat-
encd we should demand instead that
the work be shared with shorter work-
ing week and no loss of pay.

These examples show that more is
nceded that the spontancous struggle
of individual factories and unions —
the COSATU leadership must carry
out the resolutions of the Congresses.

LIFO and retrenchment
packages

The Bonny Bird example is a

KwaZulu

All workers have the right to
form and to join trade unions.

Where have you ever seen the

rnment forming the union for

its workers? The KwaZulu govern-
ment formed NATU (Natal Afri-
can Teachers Union). We all know
the KwaZulu government is
Inkatha, and what this “union” is!

Comrades teachers, this is the
time we must join and build the un-
wn which is of our own needs and
interests. We must not be threat-
ened by NATU the toothless-bull-
dog union. What has NATU done
for its teachers? The only thing it
does is tlake donations from the
starving teachers. It does not rep-
resent our demands. It is not
democratic but always dictates to
its affiliates. Away with it!

Many teachers of ZG Depart-
ment of Education and Culture are

joining NEHAWU., Theysec itis a
living Organising against star-
vation,

All teachers, especially blacks
who are under DET or DEC, de-
mand a living wage. Teachers, we
arc part of our communities, why
don't we serve our struggle? There
is no-one who can be neutral. You
are cither on the side of the
struggle or on the other side.

.

by Thami Dlamini




warning to workers of how the bosses
will act in the coming recession. They
will argue they are not making profits,
they will threaten closures, and de-
mand sacrifices from the workers,
We have to resist these attacks. It
is not enough just to e for last in
first out (LIFO) and a retrenchment
package. LIFO helps to protect the
active trade union member from vic-
timisation. But the threat of retrench-
ment still faces workers as a whole,
Some older workers might be at-
tracted by a retrenchment package --
but these will never compensate for
the loss of a job. Mostly they just add
up to a few months wages, it looks a
Fmd lump sum but doesn’t go very
ar. Within weeks the money is gone.,
Worse still the job for another
workers’ child is gone forever!

COSATU must
implement its program:
Open the books!

Instead we have to confront the
bosses’ arguments. How do we know
they are not making profits? We have
to demand they should open the com-
pany books so we can find the facts. If
they are making profits they have no
reason to dismiss workers.

If they are not making profits are
they wasting resources and misman-
aging the company? How much
money is given to company directors
who just attend a few meetings? How
much is spent on company cars and
aircraft? How much money are they
secretly taking out of the country?

The bosses will fight hard against
disclosing their ‘business secrets’, but
we have to fight harder to survive.

No redundancies:
ban overtime!

The bosses keep wages low to
force workers to work overtime lo
make ends meet. Overtime means the
bosses do not have to employ more
workers -- they save a lot of money
while increasing exploitation.

In SA many workers labour for 46
hours before overtime is paid, and
then on average they work an addi-
tional 4 hours overtime! This is higher
than most countries in the world.

In SA it is legal for workers to
work up to 500 hours overtime a year.
Many workers complain of compul-
sory overtime and exhaustion,

If overtime was reduced to 2 hours
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COSATU CONGRESS, 1985

Resolution on unemployment
Noting:

1. That under capitalist conditions of exploitation, unemployment is a reality facing
every worker at all times.

2. That these unemployed workers are used as a reserve pool of labour by the
bosses to keap wages low and io provide a source of scab labour in the event of strikes.

3. That the interest of all workers, whether employed or unemployed, are the same
— the right to a job at a decent living wage.

4. That the unity of employed and workers is essential in the struggle
against scabbing and io advance the struggle for the right to work at a living wage.

And further noting:

1. That in SA there are millions of unemployed — a number that is increasing daily
through retrenchments.

2. That the introduction of the new echnology for profiteering purposes is making
the whole unemployment situation even worse. This is further aggravated by pressure
from employers for higher productivity.

3. That many are abandoning all hope of finding suitable employment in the
immediate future.

4. That for thousands of school leavers there is virtually no prospect of getiing
employment and therefore no possibility of drawing UIF benefits.

5. That unemployed workers are not organised in SA.

Congress therefore resoives to:

1. Fight as one united force fo defend all jobs threatened by retrenchments; fight the
closing of the factories; and fight for participation in and control over — right from the
planning stage — the implementation of any new technology. And fight all attempts by
employers o make workers work harder and attempis o rationalise production, be-

3. Fight for free and increased

communities.

transport and medical concessions for all
5. Demand that the state initiate a national programme of public works fo provide
jobs for the unemployed and to improve services and facilites in working class

cause in the present system this always leads fo unemployment.
2. Campaign for a 40 hour week at full pay and a ban on overtime.

benefits, supplemented by rent,
m

6. Fight for work sharing on full pay whenever workers face retrenchments.

7. Establish a national unemployed workers’ union as a full affiliate of the new
federation fo struggle for the realisation of the right of all to work and security.

8. Struggle for a fair, democratic and rational political system and economic system
which can quarantee full employment for all pecple in Southemn Africa at a living wage.

9. To give full support to efforts by retrenched and dismissed workers fo establish
co-operatives based on the principles of COSATU.

a week in manufacturing then about
100 000 new jobs would be created! In
construction more than 20 000 jobs
would be created in the same way.
(See the LRS Overtime report, 1988)
Clearly if there was a complete
ban on overtime and all workers
worked only 40 hours, then 100 000s
of jobs would be created immediately.
COSATU’s campaign for a ban on
overtime should be taken up by all
workers. However, this ban also
means that workers don’t earn a living
wage and need overtime to survive.

Factory occupations

In the coming wage negotiations
COSATU leaders have to prepare
national action to link the overtime
ban to the demand for a national
minimum wage of R180 for a 40 hour
week as prices rise.

In many cases the bosses refuse to

listen to the workers’ arguments.
Sometimes in such cases workers oc-
cupy the factories to prevent the
bosses from firing workers, removing
the machines, or their expensive di-
rectors cars. Workers at Haggie Rand
have fought in this way.

Siyalala have become important
weapons of the working class in SA
and internationally, A factory occupa-
tion for a time takes away from the
bosses the weapon of employing scabs
to continue production on another
basis.

In Britain 1 200 workers at the
Caterpillar factory in Scotland occu-
pied the factory in 1987 to protest
against its threatened closure. For 12
weeks the workers controlled the fac-
tory and stopped the bosses removing
the machines.

Some production continued to
prove the bosses were not needed to
make Caterpillar tractors! There was
enormous support throughout the



42 INQABA

country for the occupation. But the
struggle was defeated when the trade
union leaders searched for other capi-
talists to buy the plant rather than
campaign for its nationalisation,

We can draw lessons from siyal-
ala:

* We have to mobilise support
from workers outside the factory as
the Haggic Rand workers did in 1986
-- from other factories, youth and
communities.

* The workers and youth must
form self-defence groups in the fac-
tory and outside on the picketline to
protect the workers from attack. We
must be prepared.

Such temporary occupations may
force the bosses to make concessions.
But success is never guaranteed and

occupations can become isolated. The
bosses will want to protect their ma-
chines, but in the end they will sup-
port armed action by the security
forces to seize the factory back from
the workers. Even well supported
occupations can be defeated.

Such struggles can confirm in
workers minds the need to take con-
trol of production and society in order
to solve our problems. But no single
tactic will save jobs: we must use all
tactics together to change the system,

Through struggle whether we suc-
ceed or not, workers will come to
understand that there are no solutions
to jobs, wages, housing, etc under
capitalism. Through struggle workers
can build the forces to overthrow the
system.

Government workers fight back!

In SA the government has
ruled by brutal and open oppres-
sion. Workers were not allowed to
organise unions. The state sector
workers were suffering bad condi-
tions of work and low wages.

But the black working class
organised itself, until the govern-
ment was forced to allow unions.

But government workers were
excluded with no law to protect
them. The choice given to these
workers was to listen to their
bosses or leave their jobs quietly.
Besides, the workers were not
even allowed contact with their
employer, the government. The
racist white officials in the
workplace had control over the
black workers, to decide who is to
be dismissed, who is to be pro-
moted, etc. The workers were not
allowed to raise their grievances.
Now the government is talking
about reform and pretending that
they do not hate blacks like Ver-
woerd and Vorster. It is talking
about blacks and whites living
peacefully together in SA.

But the government workers
have no taste of this 'future’. They
still face low wages and exploita-
tion, high prices of food, transport
and the suffering imposed by
capitalism and the government.
The government sector workers
saw the need for unions and
through intense battles they built
SARHWU, POTWA and NEHAWU.

The government still tries to
break the workers’ organisations.
On the one hand they talk about
negotiating with political organ-
isations, but on the other they ref-
use to negotiate with the unions,
to pay us a living wage and im-
prove our working conditions.

Manpower Minister Eli Louw
says his “door is open”. But it is
not open for those working for
him. They refuse 90% of their
workers the right to build unions,
to medical aid, to staff status.

We as workers must unite and
fight for these demands. The un-
jons in the government sector
must campaign for a national
minimum wage and for recogni-
tion. SARHWU, POTWA and
NEHAWU, together with COSATU,
must seriously take up the cam-
paigns and unite in action.

The isolated strikes showed
they are like hand grenade explo-
sions in the ocean -- they do not
strike a united blow against the
government. We need the whole
workers’ movement united with a
clear strategy and plan for all the
workers in the government sector.

The SATS workers are on
strike now, so we must discuss it
in our unions and locals, to carry
out a unified battle for a national
minimum wage and for recogni-
tion of our unions.

by a state sector worker

When the majority of workers are
organised with a revolutionary under-
standing it will become possible to
mobilise general strikes, with mass
factory occupations, as part of the
fight to seize power. By defeating the
state and taking the factories from the
capitalists it will be possible to reor-
ganise production on the basis of a
workers’ state and a democratic plan.

This is what we must aim to build
the forces to achieve.,

COSATU must fight
together with
unemployed youth and
women

As in the rest of the world, South
African youth and women are the
worst affected by unemployment,
There are at least 3m unemployed
youth and women.

Every year at least 350 000 black
youth leave school in search of jobs.
But for the majority job hunting leads
nowhere. The future of school leaving
youth looks very grim and the sacri-
fice of their parents laid to waste.

Women also sufler an unemploy-
ment rate twice as high as male work-
ers. Only a small proportion of jobs in
industry are open to women. Bosses
are prejudiced against women who
may need maternity leave and attend
to their families. The high unemploy-
ment among women means that it 1s
more difficult for their enormous po-
tential strength for the revolution to
be mobilised.

COSATU needs to fight for the
interests of working class youth and
women, Workers, women and youth
should link up in the townships and
industrial areas to take up the fight
for jobs for all.

The unemployed want
to fight

At COSATU Congresses workers
have ?rapnscd campaigns against
unemployment and a National Union
of the unemployed. Now that reces-
sion looms this has become an urgent
task. If the 5.5 million unemployed
are not organised they will inevitably
be used to scab against unionised
workers.

With a clear program COSATU
could help in the organisation of the
unemployed and turn the 5.5m jobless



into a revolutionary force, not an un-
organiscd mass of those “who have
abandoned all hope™.

But an uncm union will not
be like other factory-based unions -- it
will have to be built almost entirely on
mobilisation around a clear program
and plan of action.

The overwhelming majority of
uncmployed do not get benefits
from the state. Every week workers
contribute a part of their wages to the
Unemployment Insurance Fund
(UIF). But even the worker who has
contributed for yecars will not get
enough benefits to survive for more
than a few months.

The unem need to be or-
ganiscd ar a clear demand for an
uncmployed benefit equal to a na-
tional minimum living wage of R180
for a 40 hour week.

COSATU's campaign against un-
employment must be used to mobilise
the unemployed around the demand
for benefits not less than the national
minimum for all unemployed.
This should be the basis on which to
launch the union of the unemployed
nationally,

Through actions to defend work-
ers struggling against redundancies,
through marches through the indus-
trial areas, demonstrations and meet-
ings in townships and city centres, and

in joint rallies with unionised workers,
the unemployed would become a
powerful organised force. All youth in
SAYCO have a role to mobilise for
this struggle.

In Cape Town unemployed
have alrcady marched the
city centre. In Durban there has been
a demonstration which rapidly
into a mass meeting. “If the Govern-
ment cannol solve unem of
6m of the i it must
provide for those who domt have
work”, said a specaker there. This
sums up the ing moood for or-
ganisation struggle among unem-
ployed

National marches of the unem-
ployed to Pretoria from Natal, OFS,
Cape, East Rand and Soweto, sup-
ported by COSATU and SAYCO
would have an clectrifying effect on
the whole movement.

On a clear program of fighting for
jobs for all, massive public spending
on housing, roads, education, etc; a
living benefit for the unemployed, and
the overthrow of capitalism, we can
build a mass fighting organisation in
every township.,

A national union of the unem-
ployed would be able to mobilise and
lo give a massive blow against the
growth of gangsterism in our town-
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Capitalism must be
overthrown

Unemployment is a sickness of the
capitalist system. Capitalists force
wages down to cut costs, but find that
the products they want to sell cannot

be bought by the mass of poorly paid
ahst

ncver expand to
with jobs with decent wages.
It muﬂhcmtﬁff:#mm

provide for the needs of the masses:
decent houses, education, health,

The introduction of new machin-
ery would not cause retrenchments,
but be used to further reduce the
working weck. On this basis unem-
ployment would be wiped out.

One of the first steps of a workers’

overnment could be to cut the work-
ing week to 35 hours without loss of
pay and create 100 000s of jobs.

This is what we are struggling for.
This is why workers and youth have to
unite to build a mass ANC to over-
throw the government which is de-
fending capitalism.

* For a fighting national
union of unemployed!
* No redundancies, ban
overtime!

* Share the work -- for
shorter hours with no
“Rlob forevery school
* or every

leaver

* A national minimum
wage of R180 for a 40
hour week, rising with
price increases.

* Unemployment bene-
fit equal to the minimum
wage!

* For an ANC govern-
ment to nationalise the
main means of produc-
tion under democratic
workers' control and
management!

* Forward to workers’
power, democracy, and
socialism!
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WORKERS CHALLENGE BOSSES
RULE!
SUPPORT RAILWAY AND SAB
STRIKERS!

More than 50 000 workers are on strike throughout the country. Workers are challenging the bosses de-
manding a living wage, union recognition, an end to retrenchments and victimisation. Prices are soaring,
Bread is now more expensive than many families can afford. Train and taxi fares are up, and soon electricity
pricﬁa ui:fill increase. Living standards are being attacked from every direction. The black working class is fight-
ing back.

Al the forefront of these battles are the railway workers. Daily police and strikers have bloody clashes,
Many strikers have been shot and injured. SATS is dismissing thousands. COSATU leadership must not
delay one more minute in organising mass solidarity action nationwide. This is the only way to win.

These battles prove that De Klerk’s “negotiations” and “reforms™ have nothing to do with freedom. It is a
trick to stop our revolution and trap the ANC leadership. The message of the SATS and SAB workers' struggle
is: “Don't trust De Klerk! Fight for majority rule!”™ De Klerk and the bosses still use the SAP and SADF

against workers fighting for a living wage.

Support SATS workers - Defend SARHWU!

About 40 000 SATS workers from Germiston to Cape Town and Durban are on strike. They demand a
R 1500 minimum wage, union recognition and reinstatement of dismissed comrades. Bul SATS refuses to ne-
gotiate. Once again they are talking through the barrel of the SAP's guns, and carrying out mass dismissals.

In the 1987 railway strike, six workers were murdered by the SAP and 17 000 sacked. But the workers'
determination combined with a massive general strike on 5 and 6 May led by COSATU won a victory. Sacked
workers were reinstated, but SATS' promises of reform in conditions were empty.

Black railway workers are still treated like slaves and paid starvation wages. SATS hostels are not fit for
dogs. More than 100 000 jobs were lost in ten years, now SATS privatisation means that 10 000 jobs will go.

SATS management is racist and have armed their white workers against blacks. After the 1976 uprising
SATS openly sold 303 rifles to white workers at R7.00 each. They are responsible for racist attacks.
there has been a shooting involving white workers. COSATU and SARHWU must warn SATS that black
workers will not tolerate this. Workers will arm in self-defence against racist and police attacks.

Every worker and youth must mobilise support for the SATS strike. COSATU must organise a 24-hour
gc:cral strike of all transport workers, road, rail and sea, together with metal and mining workers to su

RHWU. These sectors are the most important and powerful in the economy. Solidarity action will defy and
smash the LRA.

Support SAB workers - defend FAWU!

6 000 SAB workers have been on strike for two months. SAB brags it is the most liberal bosses in the
country, but like the racist SATS they use the SAP and the SADF against workers demanding a living wage.

These “liberal” bosses complain that the wage demand is “impossible” and “unrcasonable” -- even though
it would only cost 5% of SAB's profits. They have locked strikers out using the SAP and employed scabs.
Private sccurity guards ride shotgun on the SAB trucks, while on behalf of the bosses the SAP and the SADF
raided strikers’ E;uscs in Tembisa.

The strike can be won with solidarity action. COSATU and SACCAWU (CCAWUSA) leaders must
organise members in hotels, bars, shops and all SAB subsidiaries to refuse to handle their products.
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Organise for victory!

These strikes are the most important of 1989. The bosses and their state want to defcat SATS
and SAB workers to inlimidate all workers. plan further attacks. The economy is in crisis. Prices rise,
sales and orders are down, interest rates go up, and mass retrenchments loom large. These will affect the
bosses’ profits. They don't want to pay so they attack workers and their families by cutting jobs and lowering
wages. COSATU must resist these altacks. A campaign for a national minimum wage, a 40-hour week and a
ban on overtime is vital.

Solidarity Action!
Only united working class action will defeat SATS and SAB bosses.
* SAYCO must mobilise youth to support the strike -- Build worker-youth unity!

* COSATU leadership together with NUM, NUMSA and TGWU should call and mobilise for a 24-hour
general strike of mining, metal and transport workers to support SARHWU and the railway workers.

* COSATU must organise armed self-defence of strikers, union offices and worker leaders against armed
racist and police attacks.

* COSATU must campaign and set a figure for a national minimum wage. We should suggest R200 mﬂg
week for a 40-hour week. This will unite millions in struggle and allow COSATU to organise an
million workers.

COSATU was built on the sweat and blood of generations of fighters to unite, defend and lead workers in
struggle. Now once again let COSATU lead.

An injury to one is an injury to all !
Build worker-youth unity!
Victory to SATS and SAB workers!

Build a mass ANC on a socialist programme!

These struggles show that our poverty and oppression will only be ended when we overthrow the apartheid
state and capitalism. Against us the bosses have their press, SAP, SADF, NP, DP, CP and AWB, Gatsha,
Holomisa and all puppets. We need the ANC as a workers' army.

The working class has unity, power and organisation. Youth and workers must build a mass workers’ ANC
as a powerful force in every factory, mine, street and school. This alone can unite the oppressed to win
majority rule to implement the Freedom Charter.

Workers and youth fight for:

* one person one vote in a united South Africa!

* For an ANC government to nationalise the monopolies under
workers’ control and management!

* For workers’ power, democracy and socialism!
* No retreat from the Freedom Charter!

Issued by supporters of Congress Militant -- P, the Marxist Workers’ Tendency of the
ANC, in the Trmuvn&f.{ e o
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Visit to Soweto

A Zimbabwean comrade reports:

“Walking the streets of Johannesburg, | felt it is not going to be long before

the white minority

government is overthrown, just by comparing the way

whites were outnumbered to nothing by the black population.”

The very day I arrived 1 wenl to a
party in Soweto. When the people
were drunk they were shouting from
the top floor “Amandla!” and the
people on the ground were respond-
ing. There wasn't any fear of the state.

That night my uncle introduced me
to young comrades of the Marxist
Workers' Tendency of the ANC. They
are working like bees tobuild the ANC
on a socialist program. [ really enjoyed
these comrades and was inspired by
the hard work they are doing.

1 spoke to several ANC branches
built by these comrades, and had many
informal meetings with them.

These comrades are not waiting for
the De Klerk regime to legalise the
ANC. They are setting about the job
right now. They say it is nol good
enough to support the ANC and wel-
come home the leaders, you have to
build the ANC underground for de-
mocracy and socialist revolution,

Serious work

It was a good experience for me to
see the way the branch meetings were
conducted. The first thing one nolices
is seriousness in the work. One com-
rade said to me “In SA there is no time
to waste, because the revolution will
overtake us.”

The comrades say the mass sup-
port for the ANC has to be properly or-
ganised on a clear socialist basis. All
the time we walked to the shops or
somewhere you will find that the
comrades go along with those they are
recruiting. They discuss on the way and
the comrade tries to make sure that by
the time we reach the shops that per-
son must have been convinced to join.
The comrades explain fully who they
are and what they stand for.

Then again, the comrades make
appointments to discuss fully with two
or three possible recruits at a time,
Theywill never let these people off the

hook. Every time they meet them they
make sure it is a clear and thorough
discussion until that person is won
over.

There is now a comrade who has
beennamed “Subs” because whenever
discussing with those he is recruiting,
he stresses the need for paying regular
subscriptions to finance the building of
the underground [oundations of the
ANC, however little people can afford.

This approach towards recruiting
new people left me with no doubt that
the ANC can be built rapidly along
these lines.

Al every branch mecting there 1s a
check of those who have brought in
new comrades. Nearly cvery week
there is a growth of two or three
comrades in every branch. From each
of these new comrades you will hear
them saying that they can bring in
more, three or four comrades, which is
S0 encouraging,

“In SA there is no time
to waste, the revolution
will overtake us.”

In the branch meetings a political
lead-offis given, followed by abusiness
agenda, which includes organising the
work for the week ahead. Reading
groups are orgamised Lo raise the po-
litical level of the comrades. It is easier
to read the material and understand it
if you read it in a group. These discus-
sions have been very useful in develop-
ing newer comrades to be able to take
over Lthe leadership of branches.

In the meetings where 1 spoke the
comrades wanted to know what les-
sons should be drawn by Congress
youth and workers [rom the experi-
ence of Zimbabwe. They asked what
made the guerrilla war successful and
also why the negotiations brought

majority rule.

I explained that what was possible
in Zimbabwe was not possible in SA
because of the different conditions in
these two countries. It was possible in
Zimbabwe because most of the popu-
lation were peasants. They provided
the social base for a successful guer-
rilla war.

The whites

| explained that the whites were
eventually forced to sit down and nego-
tiate, because they were so fewin num-
bers and because the capitalist grip on
the economy could be assured by the
leaders of the blacks. But in SA it is
entirely different because it is a work-
ing-class struggle. The whites and capi-
talists are afraid of losing their power
and control of the economy to the
blacks.

The comrades oppose the ‘two-
stage theory’ of the SA Communist
Party. They wanted to know how this
‘two-stage’ theory hasbeen used by the
ZANU(PF) leadership in Zimbabwe,
I told them that the ‘two-stage’ theory
in Zimbabwe has been no real democ-
racy, no right Lo strike, and corruption
among the leaders. This is not the way
to socialism.

| explained the masses still face the
old capitahst state and s laws. | ex-
plained how the workers are repressed
by the Labour Relations Act, how
workers campaigning for a democratic
trade union were detained and tor-
tured in 1985 -- how people are crying
for land, how the youth are crying for
jobs. I explained how Mugabe ordered
the killing of up to 3 000 Ndebele
people during the war against the dis-
sidents ete.

The comrades were taken up by
this. They said: “Now we know what
the Zimbabwean government is made
of. If this is what our leaders want SA



to be they are going to be in conflict
with the youth and the workers”.

They pointed tothe need of recruit-
ing as many workers into the ranks of
the underground foundations of the
ANC as we can. Only the power of the
organised workers, together with the
youth, can bring change.

The comrades are so pleased and
proud to be supporters of the Marxist
Workers' Tendency of the ANC be-
cause they say now we have found the
rightideas for building the ANC. Com-
rades said to me with confidence that
this tendency will grow fast in num-
bers.

“In the 1976 uprising we did not
have politics of knowing how we were
going to overthrow the state. In 1984-
1986 we were united in our struggle.
We took over control of our townships
and there was some happiness that we
had defeated the state.

“We were not aware that [reedom
of our townships doesn’'t mean any-
thing if the state is not overthrown and
if the ownership of production still
remains in the hands of the minority
white ruling class. Now we found the
politics which explains how to over-
throw the state; we now know that it is
only the working class revolution
which will overthrow capitalism and
build socialism,”

There is much talk in the townships
about the desire of the ANC leaders to
negotiate with De Klerk. The leaders
are leaving the people behind. They
are trying tonegotiate at the expense of
changing the Freedom Charter. This s
going to be difficult for them Lo do
because the workers and the youth
want the Freedom Charter to be im-
plemented as it is.

The comrades are saying there will
be a revolt against the ANC leaders by
the masses if they change the Freedom
Charter. One said: “ If the ANC lead-
ers compromise for less than majority
rule, they will sink in the mud which has
been set for them by P.W. Botha and
F.W.de Klerk. The masses are going to
resist.”

Soweto gangsters

Even though the comrades have
been having gains in their work they
have been also facing difficulties. They
are facing fights not only against the
state, but also against local gangsters.
Sometimes it is very difficult for them
to move around in their own local area.

I witnessed an attack on some of
these comrades by a group of gangsters

during the election stayaway. The
comrades were made to run away for
their lives just because this gang was
armed with pistols. There was shooting
during daylight. The comrades’ plan
that day was to go into schools and
explain to the students about the stay-
away but all this was countered by this
gang of lumpen youth,

In that situation, which I have never
been in before, 1 panicked and was
shocked. During the shooting I just ran
into someone’s bedroom for hiding.

After that, the next problem I faced
was that we were surrounded in a taxi
to town by the greenflies (the munici-
pal police). They were armed with
whips, guns and teargas. All this just
happened soon alter my arrival. The
comrades just said to me: “Welcome to
Soweto"!

These are some of the conditions
which comrades work in. There is a
clear need for mass armed self-de-
fence against gangsters, Inkatha, the
SAP, and SADF.

Female comrades

In the branch meetings 1 was
pleased to see female comrades play-
ing leading roles. But 1 was told of
some of the difficulties in recruiting
female comrades. A female comrade
told me this is because of the danger of
being raped by gangsters. Due to this,
parents have been refusing to allow
their daughters out to meetings or
activities.

This comrade pointed out that
many girls were active in 1985 and in
1986 but during this time they found
themselves pregnant, which affected
their activeness in Congress. She said
weneed togoand convince the parents
with our ideas and to explain them that
if their daughters join us as active
builders of the ANC it won't mean
getting pregnant, but fighting for a
socialist revolution.

There are at the moment some dis-
agreements between youth and par-
ents. The comrades say that the par-
ents at the moment are ‘weak’ because
they tell the youth they are wasting
their energies. Because of the new
upsurge of struggle the youth are going
totheir parenistotrytoorganise them.

But the parents are saying “You
fought in 1985 but you did not get any-
thing.” Thisis athing which needstobe
clearly explained to them: that even if
we did not get anything from the gov-
ernment, we gained in confidence and
organisation, and that if we learn the
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lessons of the past, we can go forward
with greater strength.

Street committees can become
strong again only if the parents are
organised and this will mean getting
rid of these gangsters who are stealing,
killing and raping. But the comrades
were quite confident they can do thisby
organising the community who will
deal with them once and for all.

I was taken for a tour around the
township which is so rich in the history
of struggles against the apartheid gov-
ernment.

I was shown how the township was
built surrounded by many police sta-
tions. I was shown the remains of the
1984-1986 upsurge: the burnt houses
of councillors who co-operated with
the state, and schools which were burnt
during the school boycotts. 1 also went
tothe palace of Winnie Mandela which
i5 on a small hill with a bird’s view,

Rent boycott

The rent boycott is still on. One
morning | had to laugh at mysell. A
woman opened a waler tap to fill a
bucket with clothes she wanted to
rinse. The bucket went full. But she did
not switch the tap off because she was
busy cleaninginthe house. It was on for
about 15 minutes.

Solwenttoswitch it off. Then came
another woman and did the same. |
started to wonder why. This time I did
not switch it off. It went for about 25
minutes. I asked her: “Do you pay for
water?” She said “We will only start
paying when our husbands are paid
decent wages.” Sorent, water and elec-
tricity is still being boycotted.

I was taken into houses where you
find four to six people sleeping in one
small room. Some families go for days
without proper meals. The streets and
roads are full of sewage [rom pipe
breakages which take ages to be re-
paired. 1 saw that nothing short of a
revolution is needed to change these
bad conditions.

During our tour | noticed the re-
spect given Lo our comrades in Soweto
by local workers and youth, because of
the ideas they have. After discussing
with them I felt proud of the Marxist
ideas I shared with these comrades and
other comrades around the world.

by Tokozani

reprinted from IZWI/ILIZWI,
Zimbabwean Marxist paper
November 1989
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Workers, women and youth

State of Emergency, to control the

join the

QOur struggle has been long and there still is a long way
to go before we reach our freedom, which is socialism. On
the way to taking power we experience many difficulties. The
main obstacle between us and freedom is the state. The
capitalist class uses the state and laws like the LRA, the
working class. But they
also have indirect methods against the struggle, like crime.

Andrew Makhatini, Pietermaritzburg writes:

Capitalism is not giving jobs to all.
When young people have no jobs and
no future they casily get involved in
crime. Once they become gangsters
they have to turn against all thosc
people who want a better life in the
community.

Who sufiers under crime?

It is the working class that suflers
under the gangsters because they at-
tack the poor people. They are not
fighting against the enemy which
causes bad conditions. The capitalists
and the government cause the batter
suffering of the pecople - then the
criminals attack them too. The gov-
ernment doesn’t bother to do any-
thing because they can use it to get rid
of our comrades who fight against
them.

It is especially women who sulffer
from the criminals. They rob people
from their wages and they steal the
little property of the working class.
They do not stop there, but they go on
and continue killing our active com-
rades.

We have heard of the AmaSinyora
in Durban and other gangs in town-
ships like Soweto giving people rol-
ten ill-treatment. In Pietermaritzburg
there is the Amagola and another
group that calls itself Kabasa.
Amaqola is based at KwaPata and
iKabasa comes from an area called
KwaMnyandu, near Pictermar-
zburg. They are making hie in the
communitics extremcly dangerous
and the situation more bitter for the
struggle.

We are sick and tired of the gang-
sters. We must organise to defend our
communities and comrades. We must
strengthen our organisations because
if the working class is organised and
armed, then it can stop all the activi-
ties of the gangsters.

But it does not end there. It is the

overthrow ol capitalism that will end
the poor conditions we live in and
crime. We must build solidanity be-
tween workers and youth and take
practical steps to solve the problem.

Zakes Molamo reports:

In Soweto the rate of crime is
s0 high. Gangsters are caused by
capitalism, bad schooling, unem-
ployment.

They tell themselves they are
making a living if they terrorise
the community. If capitalism
ends, the unemployed youth can
get jobs, the rate of crime and the
launching of gangsters will end.

These gangsters disturb the
people from enjoying their
money. If you haven't got money
they stab you and rape you, and
before they do this they use
drugs, alcoholism and daggas to
get the pluk.

Even if you go and report to the
the police station, they don't care,
they take it for granted. Because
they also use the drugs. After us-
ing it they started to harrass the
innocent people. If the comrades
try to stop this crime, the police
interfere in this conflict, they sup-
port the gangsters in the fight
against us.

We want our own state not the
capitalist state. Phantsi ngama
gangsters phantsil

Campaig

OBITUARY

Boris was 24 jaar oud. Op
die aand van 18 Augustus was
hy wreed vermoor deur 'n
bende in Bellville Suid. Boris
was altyd 'n ondersteuner van
die ANC. Hy het geglo dat die
probleme wvan werkers en
jeug net opgelos kan word
as ons die base en hul apart-
heid stelsel omverwerp. Hy
het ook geglo dat Gatsha
verslaan moet word.

In sy laaste paar maande

het Boris hom aangesluit by
die ondersteuners van Marx-
isme in die Konress beweging

en het sederidien sy lewe
toegewy tot die bou van 'n
massa ANC op 'n sosialistiese
program om die probleme van
sy mense op te los.

Op die dood van ons
kameraad sal ons 'n masse
ANC bou op 'n socialistiese

program.

Van Marxiste in
Bellville

antsi ‘madack-rol |

Fnd abuse of women at home!
End sexual harassment at work and school!



We the youth in Bellville wit-
nessed in the past few months the
death of a fellow comrade, the rape of
a young girl, the hospitalisation of
another youth.

by Sonn, Nettex worker,

Bellville
Gangsterism does not stand alone,
but can be linked to many factors. For

example, the government and pup-
pets said that if we vote for them then
they will give us houses. They were
lying. Most people are still without
houses. The material used for build-

ing is very bad, the ground that they
arc built on is also poor. In many of
these houses can sce the roots of
trees growing through the foundation.
The rent is conlinuing to rise. No
while man would like to raise his fam-
ily in such a house, so why must we be
satisfied with t?

The streets are in bad condition,
almost every house in certain arcas
has no clectricity, In 1984 Hendrickse
said that we must give him five years
and he would improve conditions in

our arcas. But he had his five vears
and did nothing at all.

What is the way forward? We, the
community, should unite so that our
battles can be succesful. With the
death of Patrick Muller at the hands
of the police we proved that we could
stand together. We feel there should
be one united, undvided Belwlle
where young and old in our commu-

nity can live in peace for years to

come. We must do away with apart-
h:ld:ndlh:updﬂm‘ﬁrmm
and establish a socety

one will be equal.

We appecal to all gangsiers to

come forward and help us in our

struggle for peace lnd]uﬂrn: for all.
We call on you because we feel you
arc of us also secking a way out
of this misery, because you are the
result not of your own doing but that
of the government and the s of
this country.

So comrades, [nends, workers
help us to do away with this evil which
is threatening our community. The

overnment laughs when they sce us
ighting against each other.

J'HM“

tFree.equallndmn-ndll
education for all

*Apbfnr:very!tl'nol
leaver. Jobs not jaill

* A national minimum
w:gnufl'mﬂfnrl-----
40 hour week

it.lrunpioynmthuuﬁt _
equal to the minimum

iﬂwg!ltbrﬂiﬁth!
for all

* Lighting in every street

* Armed self-defence by
communities

* Workers' defence teams

* Local policing under
democratic :mmumty
control

Spanish

More than 15 000 demonstrated
on 28 September in the workers' dis-
trict of San Blas in Madrid. “No to
drugs - Yes to work™, “Drugs, police
the same rubbish™, were some of
their slogans.

The death of a 15-year old student
al the hands of a madman sparked off
the movement. Events like this hap-
pen every day in the workers’ districts,
where drugs, alcoholism, uncmploy-
ment and the lack of a future for the
vouth is c:pu'.w:d in deliquency, mur-
der, smades, crime.

Drug trallicking is onc of the
greatesl business concerns of the
bourgcoisic. According 1o Interpol
drug trallic moves $500 000 million a
year -- the equivalent of 9 per cent of
oil's share of the world economy.

There has been a number of days
of action organised by the San Blas
CnmmIm:L against Drugs. In a meet-
ing of more than 500 they drew up a
plan of action and a serics of demands
including creation of free rehabilita-
tion centers for drug addicts in all
districts; decent homes for all; parks
and cultural centres with training for
all uncmployed youth; more sport and

cultural facilitics 1o be buill in the
areas and to be free of charge.

In San Blas in particular, but also
in many workers® districts in Madnid,
living conditions push young people
into the bottomless pit of drugs --
addiction to heroine etc. 80 per cent
of the drugs consumed in Madnd are
distributed in this district.

On the day of the demonstration
we marched through the district
shouting to point oul those streets
and corners where the drug traflick-
ing takes place.

The School Students’ Union 1ook
the lead with leaflets. We proposed a
meeting of the neighbourhood for the
29h September Lo discuss the [uture
of our struggle and how to extend it.
We wanied to link it with activities in
other workers' arcas which have the
same problems. We organised an-
other demonstration and made con-
tact with the trade unions, the UGT,
the Workers' Commissions (CCOO).
Also we approached other organisa-
tions like Mothers against Drugs and
all others who would support our
mobilisation,

The death of the young student

youth fight drugs

made the anger and the indignati
thousands of workers’ t'amnhcs to l:lml
OVvEr.

Housewives, students, workers,
parents, all participated. All think that
organisalion s vilal. “As the law
doesn't provide any solution, we have
to provide it ourselves”, said Olga, a
worker.

“Without organising nothing can
be done”, saxd Conchy, another fe-
male lactory worker. Many felt it was
necessary (o link up throughout the
whole Madrid by building local com-
mitlees of action.

What is happening in San Blas is a
rcal explosion. Problems that have ac-
cumulated for years, dragging on,
have now come to the fore.

Many lessons can be drawn from
what happened throughout the au-
tumn -- for whal is going to happen
next. One thing is certain: the workers
of San Blas are preparing to fight for
their future and that of their families.

translated from
El Militante,
Spanish Marxist paper
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by Neville Jacobs

On 6th ber, election da Jay,
workers and youth ul'
took to the streets. While mlhing in
com to Manenburg or Mitch-
ells Plain, for this township it was
baptism in revolutionary politics.

There were clashes with the police
and SADF deployed in groups in most
streets; and barricades burning until
the early hours of the morning,

One voler came back wanling to
withdraw his votc for the puppets:
“Ek het gedink hulle is daar vir ons,
maar nou sien ¢k hulle is saam met
die boere. Ek sal nooit meer vole
nie.” Weeks after, people were still
talking with anger about the elections.

This mood had begun to build up
since the victory of the Konservaticwe
Party in nearby Boksburg in the 1987
municipal clections. It has developed
from anger against the reintroduction
of petty apartheid by the KP town
council - to demands for onc town,
onc council, onc-person-onc-vole in a
unitary SA; for the release of political
leaders; and support for local strikes
and callmg on workers not Lo scab.

Reiger Park had never previously
managed to mobilise effective politi-
cal campaigns, or to build Youth
Congresses, civics or the UDF. The

litical arena had been dommnated
E;)mllabnmmry politics. This was one
of the few townships where collabora-
tors could still drive around in cars
with mobile public address systems
calling on residents to vote for them.

In the 1984 tricameral clections
the percentage poll in the constitu-
ency was fifty-six per cent, one of the
highest in the country. Reiger Park
itsclf contributed eighty-one per cent
of that. In the shebeens the debate
was which puppet party or candidates
should be supported.

This has all changed.

In 1989 Reiger Park contributed
only seventeen per cent of the thirty-
six per cent poll in the constituency.
Of this only three per cent of the votes
were cast on clection day. Reiger
Park will ncver be the same again.

In 1988, within days of the KP
town council annuunr.:mg reintroduc-

tion of petty apartheid, the township
was buzzing with talk about action, in
particular a consumer boycoll. By the
time the Save Boksburg Commiltee
was clected and called a boyeott, o
was merely endorsing the actions and

Battle
Boksourg

feelings of most people. Three thou-
sand people attended this meeling.

At first, the SBC underestimated
the extent of support for the boycott,
and decided to keep its campaign as

“non-political” as possible. It was to
be about “personal pride™ and “hu-
man dignity”. However, mass anger
and determination to tcach the KP a
lesson and defcal them was so greal
that this did not weaken the cam-
paign. Effective organisation by the
SBC, which raised more than
R150 000 and provided subsidised
transport for shoppers to neighbour-
ing towns, helped sustain it.

Regular mass meetings, called al
least once a month to discuss prob-
lems and reaflirm the mandale to
continue, also helped the campaign.
However political debates were not
tolerated at these meetings, and when
such situations arose the meclings
were closed from the platform.

From the beginning of the cam-
paign, the white politicians of all

shades -- the NP and DP as well asthe
KP -- and Boksburg busincss rcacted
with concern thal equalled fear. The
NP and DP said they opposcd the KP,
but appealed 1o Reiger Park not to
boycott the town, basically saying:
“Yes, these “whites only” signs are
bad, but please don’ lzghl against
them”. It was greed for profit and fear
of a docile township turning militant
that drove the capitalist politicians.
What they did not understand was
that, while thc campaign was sparked
off by the racist trimmings, the issues
which it brought 1o the surface were
much more fundamenial,

People were saying: “Qur cam-
paign is not just about a lake. We built
this town. We will not allow other
people to decide for us how it’s going
to be run.” The attempts by the NP
and DP to halt the campaign made
them targets. People were saying:

“We want (o run our own lives.”

The white bourgeois politicians
were terrificd by the closing of s]:lopa
in the town. Many “To Let”
“Closing down sale™ signs ilpptan:d
In one shopping complex, seven sh
closed down. A multi-million rand
shopping complex was shelved.

The KP did not expect this re-
sponse from Reiger Park. Its leaders
tried to play down the effects of the
boycott while at the same time trying
to make behind the back deals with
the Management Commitiee. But the
collaborators’ ibility was hanging
by such a thin thread that even they
were forced to pose as champions of
this struggle against apartheid.

The Boksburg boycott had impor-
tant national implications both in

white politics and for the liberation
movemenl.

The massive gains that the KP
made during the 1988 municipal elec-
tions gave it the confidence to try to
implement its policy of ‘turning the
clock back’. Bul the mass resistance in
Boksburg showed to whites around
the country that KP policy was not as
salc a way Lo rule as in the 1950s and
1960s. In the racially-mixed Hillbrow
one of the KP big guns, T.J. Ferreira,
campaigning on the ticket of: “Let’s
make Hillbrow like Boksburg”, lost
against the NP and DP.

The succesful campaign in
Boksburg forced the KP, despite all
the councils it controls, to retreat,
Even A. P. Treurnicht, after the
Boksburg experience, said they would
have to consider how they will imple-
ment their policies!

Equally, blacks around the coun-
try gained courage from the success of
the mass defiance of the Boksburg
council. Together with the spontane-
ous resistance by orgamsed workers
to the Labour Bill, it was one of the
factors of the outbreak of mass defi-
ance in 1989, The whip of counter-
revolution spurred on the revolution.

Recently, the coloured community
of Alra Park outside Nigel, another
KP-controlled town, had a meeling
where they set out to fight evictions
and high water and elecinalty rates.
The SBC was invited to the mecling,
and two buses full of people went to
Alra Park to show the people: “We've
got something in Reiger Park, this is
what you need to fight them.”

Now, since the September 1989
elections, the campaign has taken a
more active form — with a march of 3
000 people through town on a Satur-



day morning waving banners calling
for a single non-racial town council;
with a protest picnic of 500 people at
the whitcs-only lake on a weckday;
with a picket at the local “white™ |-
brary; and with four full buses organi

sed for the ANC “Welcome Home™
rally with banners extending the free-
dom of Boksburg to Nelson Mandela.

Greater political expectations
have been raised and demanded from
the camp However, the day to
day planning of the campaign with no
long term strategy has not met these
expectations. There even appeared to
be an intention by the SBC to call off
the boycott after December.

What the SBC should be seniously
considering, instead of downgrading
the campaign, is broadening the strat-
egy beyond just the consumer boycott.
Also generalising the political gains
and experiences beyond the demands
that have been put forward thus far.

We've had a consumer boycott for
onc year, the second longest in the
country only after Port Elizabeth i
"85-'86. But, left on its own, the con-
sumer is likely to fizzle out.

The national political mood and
the retreats by the de Klerk govern-
menl on peaceful protest (not that we
must stick to his rules; afier all the
whole campaign was despite and
against government rules) makes il
casier [0 engage 1n more mass acliv-
ity. Greater acts of defiance like the
picket, or even occupation of the
Boksburg hibrary could be organised.

Far more serious attempis than up

o now arc ncceded to broaden the
campaign beyond Reiger Park itself.

The SBC needs lo approach the
people of Vosloorus for organised
involvement in the campaign. This
would give it an enormous boost, and
lay the basis for unity between the
African and coloured youth and the
building of strong Youth Congresses.

The involvement of COSATU and
the industrial workers can make the
biggest difference now. Organised
industrial action from overtime bans
to go-slows; lunch-time demonstra-
lions; occupalions and even one day
gencral strikes would strengthen the
campaign enormously and inflict seri-
ous setbacks on KP plans.

The involvement of the municipal
workers in a “defiance”™ strike, while
they refuse to work where only whites
are allowed, would make an
enormous impact and again show the
role of the workers as the leading or-
ganised force in our struggles.

Such industrial actions linked with
mass demonstrations and marches,
have the potential of smashing the KP
council or radically reversing their
policies, instcad of us d-cpcru:lmg on
the courts to do it for us.

The boycolt campaign exposed
the puw:rlgsancss ang fFanud of the
tricameral parliament -- where “our”
MP in the House of Representatives
could not do a thing about the griev-
ances of his “constituency”. The Man-
agement Commiltec was shown up

for what it 15 -- a bunch of puppets
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whose “advice™ can just be disre-
garded by their white masters.

But marvellous opportunitics
were missed many times over the last
year lo demolish all support for these
collaborators, by showing up their

rtunism and that they are after
only flinancial gains. Had the SBC led
an cffective anti-election campaign, it
could have reduced the poll in the
constituency well below ten per cenl.

But now, by campaigning on the
social isssues of housing, unemploy-
ment, ecic, by support for strikes,
school boycolts, etc., in the coming
period we can forever expose these
collaborators for what they are.

The SBC nceds to hink such cam-

i to more general political de-
F:ﬂ and panfgq::uhriy the demand
for majority rule in a united South
Africa. Gains we make at local level in
smashing apartheid can be taken for-
ward and sustained only by the defeat
of the apartheid regime itself.

It is necessary to show in the most
direct and concrete way whal organ-
isation and strength we have to build
up to end the cause of our oppression
and exploitation. This campaign has
never given us a better opportunity to
draw the overwhelming mass of
people into the struggle for national
liberation, democracy and socialism,

This is the only way all this mad-
ness of racist and minority rule can be
ended and all our social, economic
and political problems solved. Only
then can we live as a free and happy
people in a united South Africa.

e e
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SWAPO convincingly won the
November elections with 57% of the
vote, This year it will come to govern-
ment in an independent Namibia.
The end of SA military occupation
and direct colonial rule are big steps
forward for the Namibian people.

But SWAPQ's leadership have
wholly abandoned the policies of so-
cial transformation contained in
SWAP()'s past constitution.

Interviewed by the Weekly Mail
this month, Sam Nujoma rcaffirmed
that “There will be no wholesale na-
tionalisation of business, nor will
there be wholesale distribution of
land in an independent Namibia...

“Qur economic development will
be based on existing conditions in the
country.” (19/1-25/1/1990)

Together with this, the SWAPO
leadership in the Constituent Assem-
bly has put forward a draft
constitution which entrenches capi-
talist ownership of production.

SWAPO leaders say they have “no
alternative™: because of the interna-
tional agreements which paved the
way to independence, and the “reali-
ties” of South African power.

But there has always been an al-
ternative -- and that alternative re-
mains.

It lies in mobilising and linking
together the working class throughout
the region, to overthrow the SA slate,
SA imperialism, and capitalism, lead-
ing to real self-determination for all
the peoples of the region.

Without this, the huge sacrifices of
the Mamibian people in the long
struggle to end SA occupation will be
wasted.

Two-thirds

It is true that -- in terms of the
international agreements -- SWAPO
failed to win the necessary two-thirds
majority in the elections to write the
independence constitution unilater-
ally.

But is that an adequate reason for
compromising with capitalism, and
accepling the continuation of the pre-
independence state?

In a genuine democracy, a parly
with an electoral majority of 57%
would be entitled to carry into law the

reforms demanded by its supporters.
The requirement of a two-thirds ma-
jority was imposed by the big powers
in the Geneva “agreement.” It is not a
democratic safeguard, but a device to
frustrate majority rule,

Which of the governments repre-
sented at Geneva -- the United States,
South Africa, Cuba, Angola -- accepts
such a limitation on its own power?
Which of them can claim even 50%
backing of their own population in
free elections?

SWAPO was not even a party to
the Geneva agreement, but had it
thrust upon it.

Protection of rich

Calling themselves “democrats”
the capitalists claim that ownership of
private property is a “fundamental
human right.” This is entirely hypo-
critical. The ruling class has never
beecn genuinely interested in human
rights as its record in Namibia shows.
Why suddenly now? They want a bill
of rights only as a cover under which
to smuggle in clauses for maintaining
private ownership of Namibian
wealth by a few rich farmers and for-
eign multinational companies.

SWAPO should certainly promote
constitutional proposals which guar-
antee individual human rights, free-
dom of political parties that accept
democracy, and protection of ethnic
or tribal minorities against discrimi-
nation.

Al the same time, while openly
championing these human rights, and
offering to protect small-scale prop-
erty -- small landholdings, small
herds and small businesses --
SWAPOQO should flatly refuse to guar-
antee protection of the big landown-
ers, caltle barons, banks and mines.

We don't for a moment dispute
the right to private property for per-
sonal use.

The right to privately own the
means of production on the other
hand is not a “fundamental demo-
cratic right.” This “right” of the rich
excludes the right of the poor to the
land, the minerals and the factories of
Namibia. The poor can own these
only through common ownership, i.e.
nationalisation -- provided the poor

What SWAPO needs to do

also own and control the state.

It is the fundamental national-
democratic right of the Namibian
people to own the wealth of their own
country, and not to have it plundered
by foreigners. The big farms ought to
be expropriated along with the big
herds, and redistributed. The mineral
wealth, banks and bigger factories
should be taken into state ownership.

It is not surprising that the trade
unions, even some SWAPO delegates
to the Constitutional Assembly, are
unhappy about the draft proposals.

The NUNW and the ranks of
SWAPQO should demand that the
SWAPO leadership repudiate its en-
dorsement of capitalist ownership in
the draft constitution.

Minority tribes

Many expected SWAPO to secure
over two-thirds of the vote last No-
vember. Its failure to do so reflected,
in the main, its inability to win the full
confidence of the minority tribes.

During the campaign, revelations
of SWAPO's tortures and barbarity
towards its own supporters and fight-
ers in the guerrilla camps lost it votes,
particularly among minority tribes.

Now, the debate over the
constitution reveals that these minori-
ties remain uncasy aboul measures --
delay in local elections, preservation
of provisions for detention without
trial -- which might be used to enforce
SWAPO domination in Namibia.

The DTA preys on these fears to
sustain support for its capitalist poli-
CIES.

The main factor which allows this
situation is the repeated assertions
by the SWAPO leadership that they
will not expropriate and distribute
the property of the big landowners
and cattle barons, nor nationalise the
country’s wealth.

An Ovahimba tribesman who
voted for the DTA in November ex-
plained to a British journalist: “I hope
il SWAPO wins they will allow us to
stay here and do not take my land.
This land belongs to Ovahimba
people, not to the Ovambo.” (fnde-
pendent, 8/11 /89)

What else can such people think?
The problem is not so much that



SWAPO supporters celebrate the election results in Katutura

SWAPOQO, for historical rcasons, 1s
seen as a predominantly Ovambo or-
ganisation. The problem arises be-
cause this tribal identity combines
with the leaderships’ willingness to
enter into compromise with the rul-
ing class and the state.

If SWAPO had fought the election
on the basis that, when in r, it
would take the land from the rich and
redistribute it among the rural popu-
lation, with ing for everybody,
then this fear and suspicion of losing
their land could have been overcome
among minorities as the Ovahimba.
In fact they could have become enthu-
siastic supporters of SWAPO.

The same could have been done
with a promise to redistribute the
cattle from the big owners’ herds to
the poor people of the rural areas,
along with the land.

But if SWAPO promises instead
to touch nothing of the property of the
rich, what do those such as the
Ovahimba tribesman and woman
think? It is not hard to tmagmc

Fuclled by the cnemy's propa-
ganda, all the historical memories of
conflict and distrust come flooding
back.

Many think: “SWAPO arc making
a deal to benefit themselves. Since
they are not taking the land from the
whites, they are sure to take it from
us, the weak people.

“Therefore let’s rather support
the DTA, the present government
which we know. It is clear they are
strong, for even SWAPO fears them
and has come 10 an agreemenl.

“The DTA hate SWAPO, and
wanl our support, so perhaps they will
protect us. We do not like them, but
we know them. They are not likely to
take the little land we have.”

This is the psychology which often
causes minorities to remain tied to

their oppressors when a revolutionary
policy could have won them over.

Class-based campaign

All this can still be cut across — il
the SWAPO leadership launches a
class-based campaign for restoring
the wealth of the country to the
people.

With its strong base in the working
class, such a campaign by SWAPO
could cut across the ethnic and tribal
divisions, and unify the urban and ru-
ral poor.

There must be mass mobilisation
behind SWAPO demanding that the
land and the cattle be taken from the
big owners, and redistributed among
all the rural poor! To nationalise the
handful of monopolies which domi-
nate the economy, and place them
under democratic workers' control
and management!.

Such a campaign could electrify
the Namibian masses, and give en-
couragement to strugglers through-
out the region,

Together with this, SWAPO
should promote a fully democratic
constitution. If this is blocked by the
DTA, etc., then its hypocrisy would be
exposed. It would be left simply de-
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manding capitalist property in opposi-
tion to SWAPOQ. lts proletarian and
peasant supporters could easily be
won to SWAPO,

But SWAPO would stll lack a
two-thirds majority in the Constituent
Assembly, which could become dead-
locked. In that case SWAPO could
demand a referendum on its own con-
stitutional proposals, sure of more
than a two-thirds landslide m its fa-
vour. If the DTA and their allies stood
in the way of this, they would bear the
full responsibility for thwarting the
will of the overwhelming majority.

Of course, such a strategy
SWAPO would encounter the nsk of
a new invasion by SA. Bul there is no
road to the genuine freedom of Na-
mibia which avoids the problem of SA
power. The SA government would
face a huge dilemma. Reinvasion of
Namibia would be a disaster for de
Klerk's whole strategy of negotiations
and reform. Its repercussions
rebound around Southern Africa and
the world.

Workers and youth in SWAPO
should urge this strategy on the
SWAPO lcadership.

Al the same time, the guarantee of
genuine democr and independ-
ence for the Namibian people de-
pends on linking their struggle with
that of the black majority in South
Alrica, under working-class leader-
ship, for a combined revolution to lib-
erate all Southern Africa.

For this, in SA, Namibia, and
throughout the region, the program
of Marxasm wll prove indispensable.
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Hundreds of thousands demonstrating in Prague

The overthrow of the brutal re-
gime in Romania in December, and
the execution of Ceausescu, culmi-
nated a tidal wave of unprecedented
upheavals washing through Eastern
Europe in 1989,

In East Germany, Czechoslovakia,
Bulgaria and then Romania millions
have demonstrated, struck, and
fought in the streets in a revolt against
bureaucratic mismanagement, cor-
ruption, privilege, and dictatorship.
As well as Ceausescu, the old-style
Stalinist rulers Honecker, Zhivkov,
and Husak have been swepl away.

This follows the continued revolt of
national minoritics in the Sovict Union
against burcaucratic rule from
Moscow -- and the first stirrings of the
mighty Russian working class.

100 000 miners struck in July in
Siberia and the Ukraine in the biggest
movement since 1917. Seven million
working days were lost in strikes in the
Soviel Union between January and
September

Throughout Eastern Europe,
Communist Party regimes are crum-
bling

In August, alter the first semi-free
clections for 40 years, the non-Com-
mumst Solidanty government took
ollice in Poland. In the Soviet Umion
itself last March, many leading Com-
munists were rejected in elections Lo
the Congress of People's Deputies.

In 1990 governmenis  without
Communist majoritics are likely to
win ¢lection in Hungary, Crzechoslova-
kia, East Germany, Bulgaria and Ro-
mania.

The Communist Partics ol Eastern
Europe have been forced to abandon
their so-called “lecading rolc™ in gov-
ernment. Far from representing politi-
cal lcadership of a revolulionary
struggle, this constitutional device has
been used by them to entrench one-
party totalitanian control of govern-
ment under all circumstances. In the
Soviet Union itself the “leading role™
of the Communist Party is also being
challenged.

The reports published in the fol-
lowing pages reflect some of these
momentous history-making develop-
ments. But what hics behind them?

The capitalist media are hailing all

risis of Stalinism



this as proof that “socialism does not
work”, and that capitalism is the only
alicrnative.

These countnies, it 1S true, are not
capitalist: their economies are based
on nalionalisation of production and
on planning, not on the drive for profit.
But none of them are “socialist™.

Socialism is inconceivable without
workers' democracy. But these coun-
trics are all ruled by a dictatorial bu-
reaucratic caste, which stands in the
way ol socialist development.

The crisis in Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union is not a crisis of
planned economy. It is a crisis of bu-
reaucratic rule byso-called “7’ommu-
nist™ Parties. It can be overcome only
through political revolution -- work-
ers’ revolutions overthrowing the bu-
reaucracy and establishing workers’
control and management of produc-
tion and socicty.

The movement thal is sweeping
through these regimes varies in char-
acter from country to country. It con-
tains within it dangerous elements of
pro-capitalist counter-revolution. But
fundamentally it represents the open-
ing of this political revolution.

“Theoretically everything is the
people’s property”, a Siberian metal-
worker told a British capitalist journal-
ist in November. “In fact, an uncon-
trolled apparatus decides cvervthing.
The only answer is to make us real
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masters of the factories and the land.”
(Independent, 17/11/89). That is the
authentic voice of the workers’ revolu-
tion which is beginning throughout
the Stalinist world.

In 1917, the Russian revolution
established the first workers’ state. But

in the 1920s power was seized from the
working class in Russia 1
hurt.au%racy headed bybgnta in, wﬁ
ruthlessly suppressed all opposition to
its rule,

Alter the Second World War,
under the guns of the Red Army, simi-
lar burcaucratic regimes were estab-
lished in Eastern Europe, overthrow-
mllz capitalism and mndt:lhng them-
selvesonther in Russia.

For a whole period in all these
countrics, because of nationalisation
and pla the bureaucracies were
ahl:.ludq:t op the economy and take
socicly forward. The Soviet Union
leapt from greater backwardness than
India today to become a super-power.

But, more and more, the develop-
ment of production has run up
against the obstacles of bureaucratic
rule and national boundaries.

The depth of the economic crisis
varics from country to country, reach-
ing cxtreme proportions in both Po-
land and Romania. Bul, everywhere,
bureaucratic rule means wastage, cor-
ruption, and massive inequality.

grace, revealed as

munist Party says?

SA Communist Party lies

In 1981, SA Communist Party delegates attending Congresses of the
East German, Bulgarian, and Czech parties reported: “At all three Con-
gresses we felt the great liberating force of socialism. The reports of the
crettiw: Central Committees delivered by comrades Zhivkov, Husack
Honecker were models of Marxist-Leninist thinking on the most
pre.r.slng issues facing humanity today...

“In all these three countries the ruling parties reported with pride
that over the past 5 years their people have experienced a consistent and
steady improvement of their living, working and spiritual conditions.
Moreover they could map out with confidence the new 5-year plan and
future tasks.™ (Afrncan Communist, Third Quarter, 1981)

Today it is evident for all to see that this was nothing

Zhivkov, Husack, and Honecker are stripped of power and in dis-
ters presiding over regimes rotten with corrup-
tion, and with the repression, torture and murder of political opposition,

Honecker praised the Chinese bureaucracy for massacring students
struggling for democracy in Tiananmen Square, and threatened demon-
strators in his own country with the same treatment.

Zhivkov has been revealed as the owner of at least thirty palatial resi-
dences, well-stocked with mistresses and liquor,

“Models of Marxist-Leninist thinking", wrote the African Commu-
nist! How is it possible ever again to believe anything that the SA Com-

but lies.

In the Soviet Union itself, after 70
vears of “socialist development”, after
four years of Gorbachev's “renewal of
socialism”, the economy is virtually
pa.'ral)lscd.ﬁ Soviet government report
has stated there was zero in the
first nine months of 1989. Even food
output grew by only 3%, instead of the
11% planned. The economy is increas-
ingly beset by the capitalist discases of
budget deficits (120 million rubles,
14% of the national product), infla-
tion, and unemployment. 40 million

le live below the poverty line.
mrn September, thﬁpul‘arl control
commission admitted that, of 276 basic
consumer items, 243 were mostly or
entirely absent from the shops — in-
cluding soap, toothpaste, and washing
powder. As a result, unspendable per-
level of 319 million rubles.

Modern planned
economy

Underlying this crisis is the realit
that a mod}m r% planned economy, re- F
quiring the inter-connected produc-
tion and distribution of millions of
different products, cannot be effi-
ciently orgamised by burcaucratic
diktat from the top. It requires the full
participation and control of the work-
ing class, using its own best

Elchcck and regulate production to
serve the needs of all.

The use of modern productive
forces cannot be achieved tothe fullest
extent in any single country, no matter
how large ils resources or its popula-
tion, but only on an international scale.

But this is the one solution which
the bureaucracies cannot accept, be-
cause it would mean an end to their
nationally-based parasitic rule.

Instead, as the crisis has mounted,
the burcaucracies have turned this way
and that, in a futile search for other
solutions. The fall of Honecker in East
Germany, Zhivkov in Bulgaria, and
Husak in Czechoslovakia represents
an attcmpt by the burcaucracy to pre-
empt revolution from below by “re-
form™ from above -- as Gorbachev is
attempting in the Soviet Union. In
Hungary and Poland the buruuu‘ar:y
has taken the same path, in advance of
a mass uprising.

Attempting to hold onto power by
bloody force, Ceausescu only cataly-
sed a more profound revolutionary up-

sura. + .
nsing the growing hatred of the
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masses, the bureaucracies are increas-
ingly demoralised and divided. Some
to cling onto, or return to, old-
style Stalinist methods. Some want to
combine planning with elements of
capitalism in a so-called “social-mar-
ket .” Butalso, in a number of
countries the Soviet Union,
there are sections of the bureaucracy
who even advocate a return to capital-
ism as a way out of their crisis. They
are joined by many of the intellectuals
who have come to the head of the
movemenis of workers’ ition,

Combined with a movement to-
wards political revolution, is a move-
ment of creeping counter-revolution --
not merely pro-capitalist, but wishin
to revive other reactionary legacics o
the past. This is most advanced in
Poland and Hungary.

The Polish bureaucracy, allied in
control of the state with Solidarity in
order to hold down the working class,
openly advocates a return to capital-
ism. Lech Waleca, ity leader,
tours the United States, cap in hand, 1o
plead for the ies Lo invest in
Poland, and to buy up 80% of Polish

The for this reaction-
ary movement lies fully on the shoul-
ders of Stalinism, whose corrupt and
repressive rule in the name of “social-
ism” alienated the Polish people, and
discredited the idea of socialism itsclf.

Now we have in Hungary a “re-
formist” Stalinist bureaucracy that
does not hesitate to enter into open
collusion with the South African apart-

heid regime.
Capitalism no way out

All this is a response not merely to
the crisis of Stalinism, but to the fact
that, in the advanced countries, capi-
talism has been enjoying an unrelicved
upturn for more cight years.
But, despite the upturn, capitalism
would offer no way out for the regimes

of Eastern Europe.

Globally, capatalism is a nightmare
for the masses. The capitalist World
Bank admitted in 1988 that 950 million

le were living in “a condition of
ife so degraded by disease, illiteracy,
malnutrition and squalor as to deny its
victims basic human necessities. “The
majority of humankind is worse off
now than about 10 years ago”, it con-
fessed.

This is the result of the domination
of the world economy by the multi-
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national monopolies, squeezing super-

its from the masses of the Third

orld, with the collaboration of its
parasitic dictatorial rulers.

The masses of the Third World

to be free of the intolerable

of capitalism, landlordism,

dicatorship, internecine strife, and all

the barbanic legacies of the past -- and

struggle again and again 1o end them.

Were capitalism to be restored in
Eastern Europe, it would not provide
prosperity as in West Germany or
France, but be a recipe for ongoing
crisis, with mass unemployment, infla-
tion, etc. -- with the weakest placed in
the position of Third World countries.
It would be a recipe for poverty, not
plenty; for dictatorship, not democ-
racy.

Imperialism offers “aid” 1o East-
ern European countries as a bridge-
hecad for capitalist restoration. But
what they are offering is nowhere near
what would be required 1o secure the
all-round development of capitalism in
these countries. Alfter the Second
World War, the United States poured
some $83 hillion of aid (at today’s
values) to rebuild the war-torn econo-
mies of Western Europe on a capitalist
basis. The “aid” now on offer to East-
ern Europe is paltry by comparison.

Even in the advanced capitalist
countries the upswing rests on [ragile

foundations: unsustainable levels of
trade and budget deficits in the United
States. While the upswing may con-
tinue for a further period, the anarchy
inherent in capitalism means that it
will give way inevitably al some point to
a renewed downturn and recession.

The upswing has been marked by
increased isation of the classes:
onthe one a plutocratic minority,
enriching themselves by swindles on
the stock and currency markets, and on
the other hand, increasing sections of
working people suffering attacks on
social services, and stressful overtime
and speed-ups at work.

Even after cight years of boom,
there are millions of unemployed,

mainly youth, in the most advanced
industrial countries.

At the same time, the upswing has
iven a fresh boost to the productive
orces in the advanced capitalist coun-

tries, and improvements in living stan-
dards for large sections of organised
workers. But, with downturn and re-
cession, the capitalists will attempt to
claw back these gains, and sooner or

later provoke massive movements of
working-class resislance.

Thus, despite continued upswing,
thc way is being prepared for
enormous revolutionary upheavals in
these countries alsoin the 1990s, which
will transform the image of capitalism
presented to the Stalimist world.

Tasks of the working
class

In the Stalinist countries, as in the
advanced capitalist countries and the

Third World, the future of humanity
lies in the hands of the working class.

But, to [ulfil this mission, it must
have a clear understanding of its tasks.

The upheavals throughout Eastern
Europe have shown how, with a move-
ment of the masses, power passes onto
the streets. They have shown that, if the
mass of the pecople move with determi-
nation, there is no power on earth that
can stand in their way.

But the task for the working class is
not merely tobring down the old order,
but to organise its own democratic
state power to replace the old regime.
For this it needs a mass revolutionary
ﬁ-nylhaud on the genuine ideas of

arxism and workers’ dem -
Without this subjective factor, the
biggest revolutionary movements can
be set back and reversed again.

The upheavals of the last months
have led, in several countrics, to the
establishment of independent work-
ers’ organisations -- workers' councils,
non-olficial trade unions, cte. These
are the embryonic organs of workers'
power. The task is to link these to-
gether, around a clear programme for
political revolution.

But the consciousness of the
masses in Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union is uneven. A burning
hatred of privilege and a revolutionary
desire for equality mingles with confu-
sion, despair, and even counter-revo-
lutionary ideas.

Consciousness has been thrown
back by the travesty of “Marxsm-
Leninism™ which the burcaucracy has
used to try to maintain its authority, In
some cascs the noble revolutiona
ideas of Marx, Engels and Lenin have
become hated swear-words for the
MASSLS,

The intellectuals who have come to
the leadership of the opposition move-
ments offer no clear road forward to
socialism, and instead reinforce con-
fused ideas of the “social market econ-



omy” or a return to capitalism,

Particularly in Poland, where the
attempt of the working class to carry
through a political revolution under the
banner of Solidanty in 1980-81 was
defeated because the leadership sought
compromise with the burcaucracy --
there is now cven an ccho among the
masscs for a return to capitalism.

But moves in this direction by the
burcaucracy will impose increasing
hardships. On January 1 the Polish
bureaucracy imposed price rises of
600% lor coal, 4009 for electricity, and
400% flor petml‘., intended to ready
them for the profit system.
This is anticipated to produce a 20%
fall in living standards, massive uncm-
ployment, and factory closures.

Similar co nces will follow
from attempts in others of these re-
gimes to remove food subsidies, priva-
tisc, or introduce “market measures™.

Inevitably, evenif it can be delayed,
there will be a huge upsurge of working
class opposition to such measures.

But, having lifted its repression in
the name of “democratic reform”, the
bureaucracy will find it hard to crack
down again through the use of force.
The heroic resistance of the Romanian
masses to Ceaucescu'’s blood-stained
Securitate is a lesson of what would be
in store for them should they do so.

Economic crisis and mass upheav-
als are bringing the Stalinist regimes of
Eastern Europe and the Sovict Union
staggering towards stagnation and col-
lapse. A genuine Marxist program of
workers' dem is the only way to
avert chaos and finish off the job:

* Free elections;
* A [ree press, no censorship;

* The right to form political parties
and trade unions;

* Elected committees in every
workplace, linked up on a city-wide
and national basis, drawing up a
democratic plan of production;

* Commiitees of soldiers, sailors
and airforce personnel with the elec-
tion of all officers and genuine work-
ers’ militias;
= All officials to be elected subject
10 recall;

* No official to receive more than a
skilled workers’ wage;

* Rotation of administrative du-
ties;
* Committees of workers to inves-

tigate and bring to trial those respon-
sible for corruption, mismanagement
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and repression;

* An appeal to workers of Europe
and the world for support, and for the

establishment of a socialist federation
of European states on the basis of

workers' democracy.
Stalinist dictatorships

In the wake of the 1917 Russian
Revolution, the Third 'jCﬂmmumst]
International was founded as an in-
strument for the victory of the working
class internationally against oppres-
sion and exploitation. But it was taken
over by the Stalinist burcaucracy,
transformed into an instrument of its
foreign policy, and finally dissolved by
Stalin in 1943,

leadership of every “Commu-

Th:
Mmthcmwldhu

unmln-n.ﬂmrﬁm into instruments
nfuﬂnﬂﬂitr:lurﬂ-ndlpob-
gists for the Stalinist

In many countries, including
Alfrica, workers and youth have in the
past looked to these Communist Par-
ties as instruments of Bolshevism and
revolution.

Now, to furtherthe s of their
fellow-workers in the f-hr.:lmut re-

mes, and to further struggle
Egaﬁs: all genuine social-
parties and join the forces of genuine
Marxism to carry forward democratic
and socialist revolution world-wide.

Romania

Editorial repﬂntad frum
Militant, British Marxist
paper for Labour and

outh, 5/1/1990

First Honecker of East Germany,
then Zhivkhov of Bulgaria and
Husak of Czechoslovakia, now
Romania's Ceausescu - each one of
that “gang of four™ hardline Stalinist
leaders has finally been ousted in
1989, by the tidal wave of revolution
washing through Eastern Europe.

Six months ago they were the only
Eastern bloc leaders to congratulate
the Chinese Stalinist butchers of
Tiananamen Square. Now they have
all fallen.

And Ceausescu, the most ruthless,
bloodthirsty and arrogant of them all,
has been executed.

Like the Russian Tsar in 1917,
there was the danger Ceausescu and
his wife would have been ing fig-
ures for counter-revolution. Qutside m
the streets of Bucharest the hated
Sccuritate thugs were sniping from
rooftops at demonstrators celebrating
the fall nnh-: Ceausescu dynasty.

As the masses threw off their fear,
the sccurity police, which had har-
assed, intimidated and spied on them
for 40 years, clearly felt they had noth-
ing left to lose.

Ceausescu’s death at the hands of a
firing squad was even videoed, to reas-
surc the long-suffering Romanian
people that he was dead. It was
continually replayed in shop windows

to the applause of passers-by.
Of all the dramas in Eastern Eu-
rope over the last 12 months, the revo-
lution in Romania has been the most
exhilarating and inspiri

demonstra-

It started from a sm
tion of a few hundred against the i

ation of a Hungarian
meﬂdudﬁummh

Hungarian minority. Rﬁmmﬁc

in the across
ricil et e

Within two weecks Ceausescu had
gone, the Communist Party collapsed
and the for a successful po-
litical revolution and the establish-
ment of workers’ democracy existed.

But it was at a heavy cost. At least
?{H}I pcnshiga ;:cl Iirl;r: uRchmand

e, spear students
pcnp Pclﬁ, braved the tanks and
bullcu nl‘ e state forces.

First in Timisoara, then in llu:
capital Bucharest, the army was used
in an attempt to crush the movement of
lhcmusu,asdhdlh:umby

‘ﬂﬂfﬂlﬂmtﬂm
Bullhr. of change gusting

Europe had bol-
TEMMHMMH

confident. Even as friends fell they felt

they could win. The conscript army

began to waver and then it cracked.
S-um:snldmrsvmm down

by their officers for di orders

to shoot demonstrators. Then soldiers
began to arrest some of the officers.
Young people climbed on tanks whose
gun barrels had been trained on them.

The revolution had begun. The
soldiers, the workers and the youth
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combined to break into the Central
Commiltee building and Ceausescu’s
obscenely lavish People's Palace. They
took the TV station and a call was put
oul for the people to come (o defend ut
against attack from the Securitate.

New commillees sprang up across
the country and became the real au-
thority in the towns. Armed people’s
detachments set up road blocks to
apprehend fleeing security police or
members of the Ceausescu retinue --
then the Ceausescus themselves.

Here was the basis for a new demo-
cratic state apparatus. The clection of
workers’ committees in every
workplace, of committees of students
and soldiers could lay the foundation
for workers’ democracy, electing every
national and local government official
and factory manager and making them
accountable to the masses.

The soldiers, fighting shoulder 1o
shoulder with the people, would read-
ily respond to the call for the clection
of officers.

This is the programme of the politi-
cal revolution. It would mean the
complete overthrow of the bureau-
cratic elite and, with the state in the
hands of the working people, a guaran-
tee of all the democratic ideals that
fired the Romanian people.

Maintaining the nationalised ccon-
m’dy but placing it under the control

mtnag:m:nl of the workers and

production could be geared

mlhr. n:al needs of the p:nplc,n-nnh:
ruling clite.

Romania is a poor country, wilh
hall the population still living in the
countryside. But it seems obligatory
under Stalinism that the economic
plan should be strictly kept within na-
tional boundaries, Su Romania built

up hugely inefficient heavy industries.

An international appeal from a
workers' democracyin Romaniatothe
workers on the march throughout
Eastern Europe could open the way to
a democratic socialist federation of all
these countries.

Then their economics could be
harmoniously integrated with produc-
tion of different commoditics allo-
cated to the country where it would be
most appropriate. In this way eco-
nomic progress and the living stan-
dards u}?lhc people could be lifted way
above that on nll;:r under capitalism,

Alrecady the Romanian revolution
has brought a welcome reduction in
the working week from six (o five days.
Food carmarked for export has been
made available. The inhuman policyof
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bulldozing villages and relocating
their inhabitants in jerry-built blocks
on the outskirts of larger towns has
been abandoned. And the humiliating
monthly gynaccological checks for all
women of child-bearing age.

The National Salvation Front has
correctly allowed the formation of new
political parties, except fascists. Therc
has been the suggestion that the
Communist Party’s press monopoly
be shared out between the new par-
tics. Elections have been set for April.

But who are the leaders of the
Front and its government, where did
they come from, who are they answer-
ablec 10?

They include university lecturers,
pocts and other intellectuals, who had
some record of opposition to Ceaus-
escu. But also a significant number,
including the National Salvation Front
chair lon lliescu, are former “Commu-
nist” ministers under Ceausescu,

Romania under him was not
merely run by a Stalinist burcaucracy,
itwas a Ceaucescu family ficfdom. He

¢
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was even grooming his playboy son
Nicu Cecausescu as an heir apparent.

There were three million CP
members, but a “family maha” of
about 40 Look the important decisions,
protecied by the practorian guard of
the most hardened of the Securitate,
picked out from the country’s orphan-
ages and taught to look on the Ceaus-
escus as Lheir parents.

Some ol those in the National Sal-
vation Front are members of the bu-
reaucracy squeezed oul by the family.
Do they see the revolution as the first
step on the road to workers' democ-
racy or a way lo regain whal they feel
is their rightful position?

There are reports that, far from the
Fronl spontancously ansing in the
coursc of the revolutionary struggle, i
was cstablished six months ago.

The Commatiee for Socahst De-
mocracy, a representative body that
took control of Timisoara and was led
by a young worker in his 20s, refusedto
r::cnlgniﬁc the Front at first. The Front
was [orced to make avirtue of necessity

Chvilians and soldiers fight against the securily police
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and name the committee as its repre-
sentative in the area.

The pastor whose plight ignited the
movement complained: “In many lo-
cal committees of the National Salva-
tion Front there are no real represen-
tatives of the revolution. All the previ-
ous party members are still present.”

He warns of “a real danger that
everything would now be lost if the old
faces and prejudices simply reap-
peared with a new name.”

The new government relies heavily
on the armed forces, which despite the
euphoria and fraternisation of the
revolution remained intact. General
Militaru is the new defence minister.

With the mood of the troops the
generals had no alternative but to side
with the people. But by so doing they
stepped in before an armed workers’
militia was really able to take-off. And
one of the new government’s first
edicts was for the handing in of all
weapons, except the army’s,

The other tottering regimes of
Eastern Europe considered using the
state forces against the masses but
drew back. After all, in 1956 it was a
bloody attack on the students that
pushed the Hungarian revolution well
beyond the stage reached yet in East
Germany or Czechoslovakia. Work-
ers’ councils were established nation-
wide, power was in the workers’ hands.
It was only plucked from their grasp by
the Russian tanks.

Ceausescu did try to use military
firepower. However, the very speed of
events up to now has not allowed the
workers the chance to establish prop-
erly their own workers’ committees.

But in addition the behaviour of his
“family mafia” made the revolution a
personal battle against the Ceausescus
for many workers, rather than being
clearly against the bureaucratic re-
gime as a whole. What was lacking was
a Marxist tendency that could have
made clear the character of the bu-
reaucratic system and the tasks neces-
sary to overthrow it.

The ousting of the old dictator and
his relations should not be the end but
just the beginning of the revolution,
which no force within Romania would
be able to defeat.

34'years ago in Hungary the work-
ers were striding towards the idea of
socialist democracy, today in Romania
it is by no means so clear.

Across Eastern Europe Stalinism
and its Communist parties are so dis-
credited, so much have they be-

smirched the name of socialism, so
tightly have they choked the economies
(while capitalism enjoyed a temporary
lease of life in the 80s), that all sorts of
illusions and confusions have arisen.
Capitalist democracy even seems an
alternative.

The National Salvation Front talks
ambiguously of a “mixed economy.”
But Romania’s economy is in worse
shape even than the Polish. Yet the
Polish Solidarity government is pre-
pared for a 20 per cent cut in real wages
this year as its price for the restoration
of capitalism. At some stage the Polish
workers will resist. The attacks on
Romanian workers’ living standards if
areturnto capitalism is attempted, will

be even more severe.

What room would there be for
democracy to survive with the on-
slaught on workers’ conditions neces-
sary for capitalism to be restored?
Romania would return to its pre-war
status -- a capitalist dictatorship at the
mercy of the big western powers.

The people of Romania have
fought valiantlyto throw off the yoke of
hardline Stalinism. They would not
willingly exchange it for a new subjuga-
tion either capitalist or Stalinist.

They need to find their way to the
programme of political revolution.
Then they could set a socialist example
to the working class, East and West,
who are already so inspired by their
fighting spirit.

CzEcHOSLOVAKIA

An attempt at police repression in Prague on the 17th November 1989,
swelled amovement of protest whichincluded mass demonstrations and
general strikes. This movement brought down Husak’s seemingly all-
powerful regime in the space of 10 days.

An Inqgaba correspondent sent the following report from Prague in
December. Since then the non-Communist Vaclav Havel, in prison in
early 1989, has been elected President, and free elections are promised
in 1990. But the aspirations of the Czech people for democracy and a
decent life will require the completion of this revolution by the working
class on a program for workers’ democracy and socialism.

“¢ Free elections is the main demand
of themovement. Workers want to end
the obscene privileges of the bureau-
crats. In Wenceslas Square workers
told us the new government should be
“controlled by the workers. It’s sup-
posed to be a workers’ government.”

Hospital workers at Prague’s Sa-
nops special clinic, especially for the
party elite, demand that it be thrown
open to the public. Health spending
accounts for 4.5 per cent of gross
domestic product but one-third of that
is spent just on the bureaucrats!

Thomas, a rail worker, calls them
an “aristocracy”. “For them it really
has been a paradise these 40 years.”

On 4th November Wenceslas
Square is packed. Youth stand on the
rooftops. A speaker from the high
school students’ strike committee
protests against the new government.

The chants roll in waves from one
end of the square to the other: “We are
here, we have the power! Resign, re-
sign!” A list is read of the most hated
leaders. There is boos and whistling.
“Send him to work in a factory!” the
crowd thunders. “Give him a shovel!”

In the space of aweek the mood has
changed. The revolution is maturing --

less good-natured than a week ago.

A speaker from the recently-
formed Central Strike Committee,
grouping together the strike commit-
tees of Prague factories, speaks:

“The strike committees are the way
forward. We have no confidence in the
central trade union leaders. The strike
committees are demanding new elec-
tions for the unionsin everyfactory and
workplace, and a new national con-
gress in January. The unions should be
controlled by the workers.”

The new general strike is set for
Monday 11 December. As the rally
ends there is silence on the platform.

”What about tomorrow?” the
chanting begins. ‘

There is silence on the platform.

“Do we come back tomorrow?”
they chant again.

Still no answer.

“We’ll be back!” chant the crowd.

As we leave we meet two girls car-
rying huge posters which read: “No
confidence in the provisional govern-
ment! -- V.I. Lenin”. ~

The same poster appears at metro
stations along with another new poster
calling for the building of the inde-
pendent strike committees. 4,



Chrisis oF StaLINISM

East GERMANY

Demonstrations by one million in East Berlin on the 4th November,
and similar demonstrations in other major cities, forced Honecker, leader
of the Stalinist regime, out of the government. In a desperate attempt to
keep the Communist Party in power, his successor, Krenz, opened the
Berlin Wall. Three weeks later he too was swept aside. Popular power has
brought the apparently most stable regime in Eastern Europe into crisis.
But what can replace it?

In November 1918 the German working class surged to the forefront
of the European revolution. Workers' councils, together with soldiers’
and sailors’ councils, took power in every major city.

This points in the direction of workers' democracy. An Ingaba
correspondent interviews a 19-year old service sector worker who built
a workers' council at his workplace:

On the demonstration you carried
a banner with the slogan “Form work-
ers’ councils”, and you formed one in
your workplace. How did you do this?

The most advanced workmates sat
down together and we agreed that
every department would elect a repre-
sentative, and these delegates would
form a workers’ council. Every depart-
ment would draw up a list of problems

in the department itself and also in the
whole workplace. All this would be put
together, then the workers’ council
would set about solving the problems.
The management would also elect a
delegate to the council,

Why the management?

Because there are people among
them who have scientific education
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Hundreds of thousands demonstrate in East Berlin on the 4th of November

which can be used. What can’t be al-
lowed is that some theoretician de-
cides from behind his green desk, over
the heads of 500 workers, what hap-
pens in the workplace. Those who
work with their hands must of course
have the majority on the workers’
council.

And the management just ac-
cepted this?

Well, of course, only under pres-
sure. They first called a meeting of the
whole workforce to let off steam.
Nearly everybody came. Our proposal
for the formation of a workers’ council
was accepted and delegates were
elected from the departments.

In the beginning the management
still had illusions and said: “Well all
right, then we’ll work together with this
council.” They hadn’t got it into their
heads that the council would manage
the workplace. In the end they bowed
to the pressure and elected a delegate
to the council. They had no choice!

Sowe pul into practice the ‘council’
idea of Lenin in 1917. I've also made
leaflets for other workplaces, sort of




do-it-yourself guidelines on how to
form workers’ councils.

The anarchists reject this idea be-
causc they reject the stale as such. But
Lenin makes it clear that the working
class also needs a state apparatus when
il comes 10 r. Only it will start
dying away from day one because class
antagonisms will begin to disappear,
and then you don't need a state as the
instrument of power of a ruling class
any more,

It is necessary to have accountable
leaders, and also accountable manag-
ers, oltherwise the whole thing wall end
in chaos. These leaders must be sub-
ject to clection, to recall, they have to
give reports of what they do and they
must nol get any privileges.

How did you personally come
across the ideas of Lenin?

Well, 1o begin with it was rammed
down my throat at school in such a way
that you wouldnt want to hear his
name afterwards. But 1 was in sympa-
thy with these ideas. Then 1 thought: if
so many people have gone to their
death for Marxism, then maybe there's
something to it after all. I started to
read the classics of Marxism for my-
self, especially State and Revolution by
Lenin. A Marxst from West Germany
had recommended this to me. Alter
the first few pages I realised that what
the classics of Mardsm write about is
complctcly different from what we
have in East Germany.

How do you see the situation at the
moment and what do you think of the
demands for reform?

Many people now believe in
Modrow and others like him, and think
the reforms are coming bit by bit from
the top. But if they’d been consistent
Marxists they would reform them-
sclves away!

Then there are other groupings
who are in [avour of a “social market
cconomy’. But they avoid words like
‘capitalism’ and ‘explostation’ to de-
scribe il. For example, the (East Ger-
man) Social-Democratic Party (SDP)
demands “a social market cconomy
which is oricnted towards ecological
problems, where monopolies are
strictly forbidden™.

By saying this they arc going
against all the fundamental laws of
market cconomies. First of all, being
“oricnied towards ecological prob-
lems™ isn'l possible in a svstem based
on pruﬁl and competition. For ex-
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ample, West Germany can sec no
other possibility except to transport
their nuclear waste to East Germany.

Secondly, a “social market econ-
omy" doesn't exist. Either an economy
is social or the market dominates it --
and that means hard competition.
Thirdly, monopolies will always be
formed al a certain stage in the devel-
opment of capitalism.

I'm in favour of soviet power -- that
is, in all the workplaces as well as in the
communilics councils are elected, on a
local level but also extending upwards.
The demands come from the masses
and arc taken up by the workers’ coun-
cils, put together and implemented.

So the highest workers' council is
actually no government, il is a repre-
sentative body of the working people
which co-ordinates.

Lenin in State and Revolution
speaks clearly against any form of par-
liamentarism. At the moment the
burcaucracy are trying to make our so-
called ‘parliament’ (Volkskammer)
look like the Bundestag (the parha-
ment of West Germany). I'm str
against this because a parliament hike
this is only atalking shop and not a real

representative body of the people.

How do you see the reform wing of
the SED and the question ol new elec-
tions?

The reformers want to form a new
workers’ aristocracy, [following
Gorbachev's example. Certainly a lot
has bcen set in motion through
Gorbachev's reforms. But we have to
distinguish between glasnost and per-

estroika. Glasnost is OK but per
estroika is a betrayal of Marast ideas.
It is an attempt to rescue the privileges
of the burcaucracy and (o bring more
consumer goods into the shops.

But it hasn’t worked and therefore
we are also secing signs of opposition
from the workers against Gorbachev.

In Hungary and Poland ut also
didn’t [unction, and the worst situation
is in Yugoslavia.

Elections will probably come next
year because the pressure 1s so greal.
New Forum probably won't stand.
They're very popular at the moment
but they have no programme at all and
they don't regard themsclves as a
party. The SDP wanis a ‘social market
economy’. And the SED -- all right, you
can't say that all its 2.3 million mem-
bers are Stalinists. Some of them are
really in favour of the communist ide-
als. We have to wait and see how the
faction fighting is decided at its con-
gress in December.

But one thing is clear - if (genuine)
communist ideas come Lo the fore, it
would be end of the reform bureau-
crals.

Communists in East Germany
have two great tasks before them -
first of all, to make clear the real ideas
of Marxism. The whole vocabulary of
Marxism has been dragged through
the mud by the Stalinists. But you can’t
invent the wheel twice -- why should 1
invent new words il everything has
alrcady been wrilten correctly by
Lenin, Marx and Engels?

The second big task is to develop
the workers’ councils.
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USSR miners demand :

End all pnwlegesl

“We were in the square from 19-24 July, nightand day. The miners had

decided

enough was enough. They werent going 1o stay quiet any

longer. We went to the square to put forward our demands and waited for

] ;
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up their momentous strike this summer. The Ukraine is the most impor-

tant industrial
bitter ex

inthe USSR, with 50 million
of Stalinism. 30,000 were shot here in 1937. Donetzk

. This area had

was called Stalino. There are 28 mines with 120,000 employees.

Exclusive interviews from the Ukraine and Siberia
reprinted from Militant, 1 /12 /1989

“Each town has a commilice,”
Sasha told us. “Each pit sends dele-
gates to the town committee. The put
commitlee discussions are brought o
regional level. The strike commitice
mcels once cvery ten days or when the
nced arises.

“For a long time the official union
has been under the influence of the
management. We need an independ-
ent union that represents the workers.

“Now things are different. We want
to change the union from top to bot-
tom, get our own leaders at every level.

“We will keep our own commilttces
functioning unlil this is achieved. The
same thing applies across the union -
the Kuzbass have their workers strike

commillecs.”

Alexei, who showed us round his pi
- the ko -- explained that 1
old union would be very difficult to
rcform: “I’s an organisation that’s
been in charge for 70 years. The miners
are sick of hearing that the trade unions
are a ‘school ol communism’.”

In his pit there were 5,400 miners,
10,000 workers altogether, A with
the pit itscll gocs a state farm, a ‘Palace
of Culture’, house-building, the hostels
¢lc. But they had their own representa-
tives on the STK (ollicial works coun-
cil) -- in fact he himsell was on the STK
and on the strike commitlee,

In March they held an offlicial con-
ference of the miners’ union at which
demands for new clections to the STKs
and the union commitices were put.

Ludmilla (berself a Communist
Party member): “In the past every
candidate had to be a party member!
We want to choose someone because
they do a good job.

“Other workers agree o cover our
jobs while we do the Stachkom (strike
commitlee) work. We don't collect
dues for our nisation. We still have
to pay the official union! But we collect
voluntarydonations for special things.”

Th:grikc commiltee has the usﬁ:nl'
rooms, telephone, canteen, Lyping
equipment, in the Coal Board head
ollice, and the use of the conference
hall as well! They had got these [acili-
lies because of the power they demon-
stratcd during the strike.

Ludmilla: “In every arca commis-
sions arc preparing for the local clec-

tions as part of a campaign lo
they want at everylevel. In Dunc.ukthl:
Umnion of Electors mvolves workers
and prolessionals like teachers, infor-
mal organisations and illegal ones also,
to light the party apparatus and anyone
who hinders what we are doing,”
Sasha: “We're not simply and solely
anti-Party. But in the past we were just
Lold: “Here's your candidate”. People
just voled and didn’t say anything,
“The governmenlt wants Lo operale

perestroika from above; we're doing it

from below! Perestroika 1s going too
slowly and things are getting worse.”

He spoke about "s fear of
repression dissolving: “Not so much
being afraid but taught for so long to
wail and be paticnt. They could see we
were palicnl. We belicved in the
‘brighter future” under Stalin,
Krushchev, Brezhnev. That's what we
were looking forward to.

“Now people’s psychology is that
they are going to creale soviel power
themselves. What we have scen with
the facnplc s sovict (Congress of
Pcopl Deputics and Supreme So-
vicl) is new,

“Belore, it would be: “We need a
woman/ a worker/such and such an

", Now we can decide and discuss
with the candidate what we want.

“You know one of our workers'
MPs, Terry Fields, sent a message of
pE:t to the strike in the summer?”

i “Yes, it was read out in the
square 10 thousands of mincrs there.”
| said: “The programme in that

message means if cveryonc is |
in government, as Sasha described,

there would be no place for ‘speaialists’
to dominate the statc machine”™.

Lidia: “It’s a very important thing
that workers have control themsclves,
Inthe there was no accountability.
Pcoplec want to be able 1o check on
their rcﬂmu nlatives afler a day or a
year, The people at the top get big
privileges but don’t work! We want an
end to all privileges.

Lidia: “At lirst there were eco-
nomic demands. Miners were not in-
volved in politics. They would work,
get paid, buy their food. Then they



started to think. They began to realise
they had heard promises and promises
but no money came. Now they're
standing up for themselves. Miners
wanl sausages, soap, good pay.”

Afler Victor went out, Lidia and
Ludmilla told us that he was a very
popular man: “He is a miner but he's
taking on ‘the mafia’ (corrupt bu-
rcaucracy) as a member of the
workers'control body.

“The domination of everything,
including all enterprises, leads to cor-
ruption. The workers’ control commis-
sion exposes things. Like people mak-
ing false claims as invalids for moncy
not due to them.

Crime did fall sharply during the
strike. It had been increasing rapidly
before that. The police noted that too!
Our control took on the functions of
the police. The strike committee sent a
letter to the authorities saying we are
responsible for all policing -- we'll be in
[ull control of the town. Alcohol was
banned and so on.”

“We made a big mistake when
other workers came during the strike.
We said we had our own demands.
Everyone’s affected by the mafia.”

Lidia, who was the only woman on
the square during the strike, said there
was no problem with the police. “They
were very worried and concerned, so
they helped to get food and drink for
the miners in the square.”

Later Kolya told us: “During the
strike, when everyone was in the
square, we had a cordon around the
demo as a form of protection. When we
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have a meeting in normal circum-
stances anyone can speak but when the
strike was on we said that no-one from
outside can be allowed to come in.”

This was the first time people have
stood up in 70 years. The authorities
didn't dare let the police loose because
there would have been civil war!

“The government sent ils commis-
sion to ask what we wanted,” said Lidia.
“They were terrified that we'd put po-
litical demands.”

The former secretary of the partyin
Kolya's mine was pushed out after the
strike. “He says he was tired! He went
to the pit and said that he was against
strikes and that miners are the enemy
of the people. His audience shouted
out: “Are you going to refuse the new
level of pension that we won through
our strike?”

In Yuri's pit the director, deposed
at the time of the strike, has now been
reappointed. Yuri explained:

78 per cent of the miners voted for
him in the election, which shows a
different balance of forces -- during the
strike 70 per cent had been against this
man. But he pays high salaries. He also
supported the 1 November strike --
clever tactics!”

“The voting was practically open,
the curtains of the booths were hardly
shut, and there was only one name on
the ballot form. This is a victory for the
system, not for him. After the election
he went into hospital for a month and
an engineer acted as director.

“I personally asked the first deputy

minister for coal for a candidate totake
his place,” said Yuri. “And this deputy
minister let me know that he would
never do this because il violates the
rules of the game.

“In my pit there is a hard core of
about 1,000 miners who can act
bravely. We managed to insist that the
four most radical strikers could go to
the university in Moscow on a course.
But the management senta fifthmanto
spy on them while they were there.

“Management tried to sabotage
our strike. They wanted to switch off
the electricity and allow the pits tofillin
and be closed. We were concerned to
prevent explosions and any kind of
damage. At first the management
didn’t help us, but then they closed
ranks with the miners.

“At the Red Star pit, where the
miners weren’t happy with the man-
agement, a completely new manage-
ment was elected after the strike.”

Towards the end of 12 hours of
discussion these valiant strike leaders
presented us with a calender -- “In
memory of our meeting 4/11/89. Greet-
ings of the Doneizk City Miners’ Strike
Committee.”

As we watched the TV news to-
gether, anger at the distorted coverage
of the Vorkuta and Donbass miners’
case gave way Lo delight at scenes of
hundreds of thousands of defiant
demonstrators in East Germany.

The political revolution was gather-
ing pace! You could feel them thinking:
“Not long now!”

Vorkuta miners fight Stalinism

“The spirit of the fight against
Stalin lives on in the miners,” de-
clared Sasha as he pinned a
Vorkuta miners’' badge to my coat.

It was the Vorkuta miners in
March 1989 who paved the way for
the momentous strike wave of the
summer. There the last remnants
of the Left Opposition were physi-
cally eliminated in 1938.

“That’s the reason they are so
militant!” Sasha is a leading mem-
ber of Donetzk's strike committee.

In Moscow we met a woman
whose father had disappeared in
1937 after joking on a bus that he
would vote for “Comrade
Trotsky”. How things changed

from the 1960s and 1970s when
miners were shot for striking!

Today the miners are forming
alternative organisations to the
“kept” unions of the bureaucracy.
In Novokuznyetsk a founding con-
ference took place of an organisa-
tion that involves not only miners
but all workers looking for a fight-
ing independent organisation.

As the government wavers the
workers' confidence increases,
Komsomolskaya Pravda com-
mented that Vorkuta went on strike
“because an already intolerable
level of life got worse.

“Even in the autumn a man’s
handsand feetunderground could

freeze after 20 minutes. For
months during the Arctic winter a
miner might live without seeing the
sun. His standard ration for a six-
hour shift consisted of a piece of
bread, a piece of cheese, and a
piece of sausage --the mencall ita
dog’s dinner.”

The extra food promised by the
government at the end of the strike
has not been forthcoming.

In the Supreme Soviet a pro-
posal to discuss the abolition of
Article Six of the constitution -
guaranteeing the leading role of
the Communist Party - was de-
feated by four votes! This has been
one of the miners’ key demands.
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