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Introduction
The Chinese Revolution of 1944-49

resulted in the liberation of a Quaner
of the wOrld'5 population from the
shackles of landlord and capilalist
ruk. The victory of Mao T.se-lung's
Red Army not only meant the com·
pletion of a thorough-Ioing agrarian
revolution, with the land passing in­
10 the hands of tile ~a!iollnls. II also
led inevitably 10 the nationalisation
of industry, finance and trade, and
the establishment of a planned
economy.

This was despite the prosramme of
Mao. and tile declared intention of all
the Chinese Communis! Party and
Red Army leaders, that Chinese
capitalism would be kept alive and
encouraged to enjoy a long period of
development.

In fact, the outcome of the Chinese
Revolution confirmed the perspective
of Trotsky. who had wriuen in 1928:
..... the third Chinese revolution ...
will be compelled from the ver~

outset to effect the most decisive
shake·up and abolition of bourgeois
propert~ in cit~ and village." (5«
INQABA Supplemenl No.7, p.7.)

But Trotsk~, like all the great
Mantist teachers in the past, con·
sidered that such a social fevplulion
could only be carried through by the
working class, and under conscious
working-class leadership./nfact, Ihe
working class remained aimOSI enlire­
Iy passive in the Chinese RevCJ1ution
of 194449.

How was it possible that a vic­
torious~nl army carried through
the overthrow of capitalism1 Does
this invalidate lhe Marxist method of
analysing and undeutar>ding sociny1

A careful stud~ of the material in
this Supplement willhclp to answer
these questions. It wi1l.show tllat. far
from being invalidated by the ex­
perience of the Chinese Revolution,
the method of Marxism alone prov­
ed capable of explaining the peculiar
process of the revolution and its out·
come, on Ihe basis of the nit'" com­
bination offO«t$ andfaclOrs whicll
UislW 4/ter Ihe $«ond World War.

This in turn enables us to under­
stand how and why, in a series of
subsequent revolutions in the under­
developitd countries of the ex-colonial
world, capitalism has been over-

thrown without the working class
pla~ing any decisive role in the
process.

But the articles on China printed
Ilere also serve to explain and confirm
the fact that the revolution in any
developed, industrialised country­
such as South Africa-can only be
carried through if the working class
succeeds in taking power, consciously
overthrows capitalism, and organises
the socialist transformation or
society.

Transcripl of speech

The First of these articles is Thlt
Chine;w RII!IiOfUlion. 194449 b~ Peter
Taaffe. He is the editor or the w«k­
ly Mililani newspaper, which ex­
presses the standpoint of the Marx­
ist tendency in the British labour
Part~. The article is an edited
transcript or a speech an the Chinese
Revolution given in london in 1980
to a Marxist Weekend School
organised by Mililani.

The S«(lnd article is Stalinism in
China by Ted Grant, the political
editor of Mililani. 11 is a reprint of
a section of a pamplllet entitled
"Stalinism in the Post-War World",
which was published in June, 1951.

In Our last Supplement (No.7), we
printed TrOlSk~'s Summary and
P1trsp«tive$ of Ihlt ChinltSe Rltvolu­
lion (l925-27), which explained how
the policies of Stalinism led to' tile
tragic defeat of the Chinese working
class at that time. An understanding
of the 1925-27 revolution and tile
callSn of its defeat is a ncctSsary
background and preparation for
reading the material in tllis
Supplement.

For readers who do nOlhave access
to SUpplltmtnl No.7, the following
short summary from its Introduction
will have to suffice:

During tile magnificent Struggles of
tile Chinese workers and peasants in
1925-27, tile leadership of the Com·
munist International forced the
Chinese Communist Party to subor­
dinate itself to the bourgeois leader­
sllip of the Kuomintang nationalist
movement, headed by Chiang Kai-

sllek. This, the~ claimed, was
necessary because in China tile task
of establishing bourgeois democrac~

was on tile agenda.
In fact as Trotsk~ explained, the

Chinese revolution was 'bourgeois'
onI~ in the sense that the tash car­
ried througl1 by the bourgeoisie in tile
advanced capitalist countries in tile
period of tile rise of capitalism-tile
creation or national unily; Ille
establishment or parliamentary rule;
tile abolition of feudal relations on
the land, etc.-Ilad not yet been car­
ried througll in China.

BUI Ihe point is Ihal Ihe Chinese
oourgeoisill! was incapable of carry_
ing Ihrough these lasb. Weak,
economically bankrupt and political_
l~ rolten, it was tile instrument of
foreign imperialist interestS and had
nothing to orrer the working masses
in tlleir struggle for social
emancipation.

The policy of the Communist In­
ternational, based on tile illusion tllat
the Cllinese bourgeoisie could lead
the struggle agaillSt imperialism and
serve as an ally of tile Sovie! regime,
therefore completely disarmed and
disoriented tile Chinese workers'
movement u to the ta~ks-and tile
danger~-that faced them. This led
directly to the slaughter of tile revolu­
tionary wOfker~ of Shangllai in April
1927 at the Ilands of the ofFicially_
proclaimed 'revolutionary leader'
Chiang Kai·~llek (whom Stalin had
made an Ilonorary member of the Ex·
ecutive of tile Communist
International).

Unable 10 learn

But the Comintern leadersllip, hav­
ing abandoned tile metllod of Marx­
i~m in favour of short-sighted oppor­
tunism dictated by the interests of tlte
RUSliian bureaucrac~, were unable to
learn the lessons of this catastroplle.
They modified th.eir policy only to tile
extent of in~tructing the Cllinese CP
to altach themselves to tile 'Left
Kuomintang', i.e. tile Wuhan
government led by Walli CIting-wei,
whichtemporaril~ found itself in op-



position to Chiang.
[nevilably this led 10 fiasco. with

the 'Left KuomilllallJl· very quickly
breaking with the CP in order to
come to terms with Chiang.

Stalin and the Comintern [eader­
ship now reaCled by jumping from
their opportunist policies to an op­
posite but cqlUllly dis<\$trous ultra·left
position. In December 1927. with the
revolution on the ebb as a resull of

their own blunders, the CP Slaged a
futile put.s<.:h in Canton which was
bloodily repressed. (This marked the
beginning of Stalinism's period of
ultra·leftism which continued until
1935.)

This was the final nail in the cof­
fin of the 1925·27 revolution. Com­
bined with the further decay of the

. international Communistlcadership,
this defeat was to have dc<;isive con-
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sequences for t~ turther develop­
ment of the revolution.

The movement of the working
class was crushed for a whole period.
The remnants of the CP leadership
abandoned the 10Wns for the coun·
tryside, w~rc t~y succccdcd in plac·
ing themsclvC$ at the head of the
renewed pca~nt revolt that built up
during the [930$.
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The Chinese Revolution (1944·49)
by Peter Taaffe

II is impossible 10 understand the Chinese Revolution
of 194449 without charting. alleasl in broad OUtline, the
evenls which followed lhe defeat of Ihe revolUlion of
1925-27.

Thai earlier revolution Ilad a proletarian character,
along the lines of the Russian Revolution, whereas there
was an entirely different relationship of class forces in
the revolution of 1944-49. Yet in a certain sense-and it
might s«m a paradox-lhe revolution of 1944-49 was an
echo of the movement of 1925-21.

What were theoonsequcnces for lilt ChinC$C DWPle of
the defeat of the revolution of 1925_271 Politically it
meant the establishment of a ruthless military dictato,­
ship that suppresstd alltht democratic rights of the work­
ing people, and crushed the movement of lhe workers and
pea&ants.

This regime murder~ at least 35 OOOCommunist Party
members in 1921, and altogether about 50 000 people in
the course of Ihat year in the cities alone. By 1929, as
a minimum estimate, 150000 people had perished as a
direct result of the repression carried out by the Kuomin.
tang regime.

All the democratic rights-the right to mike, freedom
of assembly. the rigtlt to vote-were c1iminat~ by this
regime under Chiang Kai·shek. While ullerly ruthless in
rclation to the smallest movement of the workers and
peasantS, the regime at Ihe same time was completely im_
potent in the face: of the erlCroachmenU of imperialism
on China.

In particular Japanese imperialism moved in during tile
period that follow~ the events of 1925-21 to carve out
a more favourable position for itself in terms of raw
materials and markets. This was neeessary 10 salisfy the
requirements of its growing manufacturing industry.

It was not at all accidentallhal Japanese imperialism
was to the fore in the conquest and dismemberment of
China. Japanese capitalism does not have any indigertOUs
raw materials, and hungrily looked towards China's
reserves of coal, oil. etc.

Also, Japanese industry has always been heavily depen­
dent on export markcts. During the world depression of
1929·33 Japan's exports of manufactured goods went
down by two-thirds; half her factories were idle; and the
importance of the Asian mainland as a market became
crucial.

The Japanese imperialists, of course, were nOI alone
in preying upon China. American, British and Frenc:h im·
perialism likewise seized. the opportunity that was
presented by tile weakness of China in the period follow·
ing 1925·21 to extend their existing spheres of influence.

Japanese imperialism virtually conquered Manc:huria
in a number of campaigns between 1931 and 1935,
establishing the stooge Manchukuo regime. British and

American imperialism joined in the dismemberment of
China.

tn this situation, when the national oppression of the
Chinese people-as well as their national indignation
against imperialism-grew tremendously, Chiang Kai·
shek and Ihe Kuomintang regime were utterly incapable
of opposing the imperialist po...'ers. In fact, Chiang Kai·
shek summ~ up his policy as one of "non·resistance"
to imperialism!

In the early 19305 the Japanese were able to advance,
without meeting any serious opposition from the Kuomin­
tang forces, to the occupation of Shanghai and other
cities. ChillCSC: generals actually suppli~ the occupying
troops with the raw materials and oil they nred~. Later
in the war, tOO, Japanese imperialism found open cot­
laborators in the Kuominlang regime and in its annies
in particular.

During this period al$O, Chinese induslry was more and
more taken over by imperialist concerns. For instance,

·in.l934, British and Japanese capitalism controlled half
tlie production of Chinese yarn.

It is against this background-on the one side the
savage attacks on the conditions and tile democratic rights
of the working class, and on the other side Ihe greater
and greater dismemberment of China-that we have to
view the role of the Chinese Communist Party and its
leaders in the wake of Ihe 1925-27 revolution.

Transitional demands

At Ihe heighl of Ihe revolutionary upsurge, as Trotsky
and the Left Opposition in the Communist International
pointed oUI, the slogan of soviets (workers' councils)
should have been on the agenda and part of llie pro­
gramme of the Chinese CP, as a preparation for laking
power. Following the defeal of the 1925·27 revolution,
however. when a military diClatolShip exercised an iron
grip \lVer all Ihe major cities of China, this would ob­
viously no longer be correcl.

Therefore, Trotsky pUI forward the idea thai it was
necessary now to' raise a programme of transitionol
demonds-on wages, on hours, on conditions. and also
on all Ihe democratic demands of the working people:
the right to strike, freedom of assembly, and so on. These
were to be link~ 10 the slogan of lond to th~ peDSf1nts,
which could have mobilis~ the rural masses around the
working class and the -CP as the m<»1 democratic and
revolutionary force in society.

Thecrowning slogan would be for a nvo1lltionllry con·
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stil"""t _b/y-I parliamrnt or tM lnU$e$, in odin
words, to be g)n¥encd by lbe workinl dUll in tM COIl~

of tM lIItl,lgk apinst tM Kuomintana.
The ChinCllC CP lea.dcnhip, ho..evn, enLircly re,i«ted

this P<OIrvnmc. Thililea.dC'nllip, Iftn the fClIiJnatiDn Ind
Ilibsequent exPIlWon of Ch 'en TlI.lI.ill, Wall in the hands
o( Li Li·nn...ho wu o;<lmplctely obedient to Stllin Ind
the bllreucracy in RlllSil. This "II the 'third pcriod'
(lIltrl·left period) of Slllinillm, when the 1Ii0ian ......
"soviell every.... here! ..-rellrdleu o( tirtllmlllancCll.

The CP lcadcnhip rejcctc4 democratic: .nd trlJlllitional
dem.ndll. whith "ollid hive been the meanll or mobilis.
inl the ..orkinl d.u .nd peasantry to carry thrOlllh the
""";Ilia lrllRSrormaoon o( $OticIy.IMlead, ....hen worken
..ent on urike in Shln&It.i, H.nkow, C.nton .nd ocher
eiliel, Ihe Commllnist Pan)' called on them 10 or....iw
aovicIlI. The ..orkers replied: "E1cdlenciCll, you are very
100<1 .nd 111mted, bill pIc.uc 10 IW'Y. AUwetan 1U\l1'
lie ror loda)' is • pica of bread 10 feed OIU bellies."

To g)nvilltC IhCllC worken, the lmenJ idea of Ihe
KXiaIilI ~tiorI"OIlId have bad to be linked wilb lheir
day-to-d.ay IIIn&g1cs apinlIIllte capica&u and landlords.
hlil.ead, U. tcsvlt of iu insane poIiqr, tile Co",,,,,,,,ist
hffy romplclcly /(nt its bGJ# ito t/tc i"dwlriol fll'ftU. Jt
CftUftIlo k /I Workiq·</1W PIIffy.

Thil i. mlde dcar by Ihe rac;u Ind "Ilircs provided
by the ChinCllC CP leaders in rcl.tion 10 the p;IlrlY
membeuhip. In 1921 there were 60 000 memben o( the
CP, Ind ~8'1't or the membc:rship WIS proletlrian in
chlrleler.

In 1928, afler the mllrden Ind perletlltions of Ihe
cOlinler·revollition, the membcnhip of the CP had IP­
parently Irown. Whll Ihill really ret'lceted, ho....ever, wu
lhe raa that the parIy leadcrlJtip III1d flbllndollcd tlte dtiD

,
lind ,o"e ;"to lire ro""trysi(/e. The ....orkin.-<;llu
membenhip or lhe CP hid Ihrllnk to 10.. of lhe tOlII.
In 1929only)" orcp mcmbcn ..~ indllslrial worken.
By &pcC1llber 19JO lhe fi,lIte wu 1,6".

In ocher wordl, the Chinac Commllnist Plrty w.s no
ionia" I proletarian party in the M.rxist sense or tM ICfIII.

The u·1eIdns of the proletariat-the ea'leaders of lhe
Sha".tW.Dd Canlon wockin. dass in partic:\llat-hid
,OM inlo the countryside rollowilll tbe 1915·27 dcba<;le.
To bqi.n. ..ith, howCVCl", lhey did no! find I biI echo
&mOIIt the peasantry. As Mao Tw-11l1ll himsdr reported
sllbsequently, rhey "ere CVflI .ulCked by the peasants,
..bo were I<.:ClIslomed 10 armies tomin,lcross lheir ter·
rilOl)' and ptundoeriftl than. Inilially tbe Red dc!a<;hmenu
..~te .ssllmed 10 be jllil Inoch~r m.rludinl army.

In lhe period thlt (ollo..ed, • number of .1Iel~dly

'Red' armies wer~er~atcd in dif(~r~nt parts ofCbina. On~
or lh~m. in Hllnan, ""11 led by Mao TIC'llInl, ....ho 11Ibsc·
qllently became the poliliCillead~rorlh~ Red Army, with
Chll Teh u the mmllry k.dn. Thislrmy-I haven't lim~
10 10 inlo it-landed lip In Ki.n.lIi in the early 19:1Os.

Chian, KIi-shek, whi1~ 1I"~rly incapabl~ of rlCilll lip
10 Ih~ InlCks or imperialism, directed III hill rOrtClllnd
~ncrJics iMlead IlIinll the Im.ll forces of the Reds in
the prc60minanlly peasanl 11CU. In flet. no mor~

brilliant pl&cs hav~ betn writtCtl in ChiDc5C history, lhan
lhe-victories thll wer~ scored bcl:wcetl 1929 IDd 1934 b)'
tbe Red f_ ...-.mal Chiao. KIi_lbek .Dd the rora:ll
of 1M KlIOftIinW\&.

The Kuomio.W\& lInllics_fOllr, five .Dd sa limcs
urOllJ~r-..er~ IeDl &pinsl the Red forces partic:\llarly
in Kianpi provinR. Blit thq were incapable of militari·
Iy dillodailll tbe Redl b1 thelle lMIJllI.

It wu only afler Chian, Kli'lIh~k hid ISKmbled In
army or hair. million .Dd «Jmplctd1lurrOllnded the Red
dillri<.:u_when the Kllomint.n. WU armed with .1IIh~

tUOlirCU of imperillism, 1nc:llIdin, ne.rly 400 .Irplancs,
whil~ lh~ Reds did nOl hue I sin.le .irplan~-onlylh~n

WII lhe Rc4 Army leao;l~rship rortcd 10 decid~ 10 break
0111 of Ih~ ~ndre~m~nt.

In Oc:lobcr 1934 th~ Red Army be••n whll bcc:.m~

kno....n as Ih~ Lon. Mirth. Allin, il i1 on~ orlhe IJ"call$l
PlIes in th~ milit.ry Ind SO<;iaI hiltOl)', tert.lnly of
China, Ind indeed ofth~ world. Th~ beroic: detlChm~nu
of th~ Red Atmy-locaIliqsonH: 90 000 ill the tqinn.
iq, .nd KCOntpuicd b)' many lhOllllandll of peasanu­
undmoot • martb of cuctly I year ovn III ardllOUl
rOllte or nearly 10000 km.

Under 1M ditcction of Cbll Teh and Mao TIe'IIIIlI,
they ao;hicvcd this while repeatcdly m.&&in. CDCIIl)' r_
"lilly 0Il1nllmbcriq their OWlS. E..mlua111Ihey fOllnd
teflile in the mOllntaiD flllness of Y~nan in Shensi.

Trotsky's prognosis

In 1932,1\ lh~ lim~ ....h~n Ihe pc...nl 'Red' Army ......
scorirt, brilliant victories G¥er lhe KlIOltIinWt& in Kianpi,
Trouky hid posed th~ qllffiion of ....hll wOl.lId h.ppen
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if thil army, dtf" dcfeatina tile landlor41. entered the
titin.

He pouned (lut lhal the Red Army kldali were ell'

workcn. The Red (orca wen made up pr~in.lntly

of peasants, D-pe-aunts or landlcu "'-boIlren. and also
,.. fu,en from lhe various ..arlords. In 1M publications
of the Commllnisl PI", ;lWlf eomplainu wen yoicfll
O'I'ef 1M admission into lhe Red Army of 1M Iumpen pro­
kurial .ad the lumpen 1pK-lIltutal populillion.

In other words, in KJciaI composition. lhe Red Army
was lhe l.I~miJ.lure mainly of peasants and CI-peasants
thai had b«n Iftn in ChilUl oyer IhO\llollnih of yean:
tndilionallXUlInl Armin thill had .nkn &pinS!: oppres­
sion and uploilation by the landlorch.

In posinl lhe question of whll would Ilappcn if lhe
Red Army entered the cities. Trank)' drew on lhe ex·
perience of RUM;•. He pointed OUI tllat there, after the
Oct~r Revolution, Ihe Red Army WIS initially made up
mainly of workers' dClachmcms. who (OUIIII the armics
of counter-l'e1Iolution (kno....n as the 'Whiles') IhroulOOut
the lenlth and breadth orthe coumry. At the same time
there were peasant Iktll(:hmentl that arose.

So Ionl u they were ftghtin,apinu the Whites thne
....u a common caUloe bet...·em the Red (proletwn) Ar·
my and tftc, variow peasant armies. But once the WhitQ
had been vanquiihed. IlIr dilfr""f NlfmKfrr of IlIr tlr·
milt$ "/1M fO fM fOt?

1lle tendmcy of the proleutiat, orpniKd in bi& in·
dlWry, D to colJectiviK indIWry, to plan and to orpniK
prodUCIIoa. 1lle tendmcy of the peasantry, beaU50e il D
$0 _ttered, 10 untirted and sobet.ft"OIft1(lU$, is to dhide
up properly and share OUt the boOly.

What, uked Trouky, if the peasant 'Red Anny' in
China, victorious in the countrysilk, were to mter the
cities? Is it not possible. he said, that it would dash with
the workirllelass; that it would be hostile to the demands
of the workinl da,,; and that it' commanders, dQplte
their 'Communist' label, would fuse wilh the capitalist
da", resultin, in a dassical capitalist development? There
were indeed many parallels in the previous two thousand
yearl of Chinese history, when the leaderl of VK:torioul
peasanl armies had fused with the then rulin, da»es in
the tOW1\$.

In a cnx:ial rupect that prOinosis of Trouky was not
borne out in the Chinese Revolution of 1944-49, for, 1$

....e know, capitalism "-ali ovenhrown .. a result of the
victory of the Red Anny. Nc-·ertheless, as I shall 10 00

10 uplain, Trouky C()rTcetly foreshado-'ed the main
features lhat wen evident in the revolution, 00 the basis
of the dass forca involved.

"United front"

In the 19J.Os, Chians Kai·shek was so prC'OCCUpicd with
i&htin,the Reds that he abandoned the defence of China

against imperialist encroachments. Eventually, even
within the Kuomintans itself, and panicularly within the
Kuomintal1& armies, there 'Nil an enormous hostility
lI"O"'il1& up-firstly, to the advance of imperialism, and,

secondly, to the impotence of Chiana Kai-shck Ind the
Kuomintanlleadel'$ in facin. up to these attack,.

Thai culminated in 19J.6 when the Kuomintlni ICncral
ilaff orlkmJ their anny in Shmsi to allack the Red Ar·
my onoe &pin. 1l>cre wu enormOlls discontent; tllcy
reluctantly Itllt:ked I!ld were defeated. Ali I rQult of
that, the Kuomintana army...., in I ferment of revolt.

Chiana Kai·lhck, as wu his WOl1I, decided to ny to
the baulcftoot in order to deal with the situation. Whik
he was lbere, near Sian, the army row in revolt. Chiana
Kai-shek WIll found crouchilll on I. mountain·side in his
,u.htshin!

He was brouaht befou the Kuomimana rank·and·
file, and the cry went up: "Bril1& the butchrr of the
Chinese people to I. lXOPle's trial!" It sllowed their
readiness to be rid of the bourarois Kuomintalll dictator·
ship and fll(:e up to the struule lliIinlt Japanese
imperialism.

BUI, as was the case in 192$.27, onoe again Ihe ChineR
Communist Pany Iea~hiptarlle10 tbe rescue ofOlialll
Kai·shek. Chou En·lai, as repreRnlative of Mao Tse·
tuna, lkw into Sian. He walked into the room where
Chian& Kai·shek was hcld.

Lrt u.s reeall that Chou En·lai had been in the held.
qu.utCl'$ oflhe Gencra.ll.IIbour Union in 1927 It the time
of the lUpprcssioD of the Sbarlahai workina dasti, He had
smt tM b\ltehcry of Chiana Kai·~ al rl{Sl hand. So
Chiana tumed whitc when Chou En·1ai ....Iked into the
room al Sian! Quickly, he clicked his heels and saluted
Chou as the generalissi1l'lO-1IS the icada"--of lhe01_
revolution.

I" Of~ 1O'Ords, 1M Irodrr-IM wryfounl""'~­
of IMt:OUnfrr,""oJ",ioI/ Wll5 in lhe 1Il1flds of1M RKis.
1M lroops ofIIv K_illftl"l wrrr pt"rPQTrd 10'0 owr
101M silk of "1'D/,,'iGn.

But instead of basilll themselves on this fact, what
policy did the Chinese CP leldership pursue1 Chou En.
lai discussed "successfully" with Chiang Kai·shek for
about two days, and eventually a "united front" WIS

forled-an allegedly united front lhat the Communilt
Party had been advocatina since the world Cominlcrn
Conference of 19)5.

Tha1. was the confer~ at which the 'third period' was
abandoned and Stalinism internationally S"'ll"l o~etto
Populi" F"",fiJm-the policy of alliantt with the 50­
called "progressive" bou,.,eoisie. For this reason the
Conununiu Pany ieIckn in China. finnly undn the con·
trol of M.a T!ie·tuna at this st., "-eTC lCdi"l a united
front with the Kuominlllllieildenhip a.p.ill$l Japa_
imperialism.

Eventually they did link up formally in a united front
in 19)6/37. This in tum ..... the moment chosen by
JapallC$C' imperialism to Iaundt I full-blown military cam·
pail" in order to capture Chinc:sc territory.

It is very intetestinlto cumine in detail the proccu
of this alleged "united front" -I(ll1IClhi"l which, unfor.
tunalely, therc il not time to do here. But whal is impor·
tant aboul the whole upcrience in China in Ihe 19305 is
Ihis: In the first phase when lhe Red armies went into
Ki,nasi, they drove oUlthe landlords and began toeatry
throuah a land reform. But on the basis of si,ninathis
"united front" agreement with the Kuomintal1&-indced
IS a prerondition for it_a halt was called to the land
teform in the Red areas,



Trotsky ....id at this staae that one wOlild not rJ,Ile out
the possibility of co-ordinated military action aaainsl
Japanese imperia.li$m by the frKea of the Kllomintana,
kd by Olian, Kai-$hek. and the foroes of the·Reds. Bllt
this would be on rondiliollthat there was complete in­
depmdena: of lhe forces of the Reds and of the labour
mtl"'mteltt in China.

N(NW)wr, lIS Trotsk)'SlnssM. IIltd lIS I,""PlIrrdlc-f u­
~ttcroj RIUSiII /tQd sIIow". t,"" UfOIllf$I ",",poll i"
f"Jlti", J/IPlIM2 imperillliJm _Idwto NrrytArouzIl
II soriDIpropvmme ojklltd 10 ,,",,ti/~ IIltd ,~JlINorit:s
to I~ ",MllIrilll.

Bllt in Olina. in the "united front" period. the Reds
did not do lhal. On the contral'}'. within the Red areas.
land WloS retained. by the rich peasanl$; and the rich
peasants beaan more and more to creep into the f';\nks
of the Red Army and the embryonic state machine that
existed in the Red areas, Even Chou En·lai and Mao Tse­
tuna complained about this.

At the pme time, in the towns thaI were controlled
by the Reds Ihere was a similar sill1lltion to thai which
had or:cvrred as a result of CP policy in Shanahai and
Canton dllrilll the I92S·21 revOIUlion: class collabora­
tion wilh the Cllpillloo; I deliberate Ittmtptto resuicl
the moyement of the workinJ class; !he worken were not
to ask for more than lhe Qpilalists were prepared 10 p'-e;
and so on.

But !be mos.I imporWll fealure of this so<:alkd UIlited
fronl with the K~inWtJwas that. in the c:oune of the
war itself. the Kuomintalll was ullerly ineapable of
resi5l:in&the~o(lhe JapaneK fom:s. The Kuomin­
tan, forces retreated to tile cmtrallnd western parts of
China.
~OftlyJon:t ,"", rtQllyJOWllttJ~im~1ism

was lite Rtfi Anny.
The proaramme of Ja~ntsC imperi.rism in the coun­

tl'}'side of China was slimmed up in the horrific slopn
of lhe Thrre AII.s-"loot all. bllrn all. and kill alL"
Throu,h lhis absoilite ruthltssness, the peasants were
driyen into the ranks of the Red Army.

Thus the end result "'as that Japanese imperialism
merely held the major industri.l areas and. narrow strip
of land .lon, the railways. Already in the early par! of
the ....r. ml.ll:h of the rest. of China came under the in­
fllimC'r of tile Red Army and its leadership.

Already in the Red MnS we $:aW the embryo of. $l.l.le
machine. In 1945, for iDst.arlc'e. althe end oflhe 5eo;ond
Worid War. the ~!haJ: 'QS C'OlIltolled by !he Reds had
• populalion of .bout 90 million. The mtbl")'OllOc Sl.le
power of the Reds was S1.ICh that they "ttl produced lheir
own c:urrency.

The Kuominlalll fOUll1I only .n oensiotal tJIIQt­
menl .pinsl the J.panew. The calculation of Chiana
Kai-shek wu that he would keep his forea in the west
so thai. U soon as Japanese imperi.'ism was defeated
in the World W.r by Amtrican imperialism, he would
occupy the eUlem seabo.ard of Chin. OrlCe again.

He upe<;ted Ihen thai Ihere would be a repetition of
the t\'ents of 192~-21, and Ihecapitulatlon orlhe Chinese
CP leadership, This did DOl happen. for reasons I will'0 into in • momem.

II is importamlo emphasiK lhat II'l()t;t of the enerlics
oflhe Kuominl.na durina the war wert dirtcled lpinst
the Reds whenever it was possible 10 do so. In 1941-42.

1

for example, when the Red Army was anemptin, to
enpae the Japanese in comhlt, in the COUtSt of the cross­
illl of. number of rivet$lhe KllOITIinWl,treacherously
.n.cked the forces of the Reck.

This was in complete violation of lhe so.calkd "uniled
front" ap.inst J.paneK imperialism which had been
..",d.

OUlcome of the War

EventuaUy, as we know. J.lJ;lntK imperi.litm was
<!treated in the courK of the Second World W.r,
c.pitulatin, in 194~ .fter the droppinll of the alom bomb
on Hiroshima and Naaasaki. Then Chiana K.i-shek was
faced with .n enormous dilemma.

Firsl of.ll. the Ru.ui.n St.Hnist bltreaucracy interyen_
eli in M.nchuri., .nd OCCIlpied practi<:ally the wholt of
it In a nine-t1ay war. It was obvious thai Stalin was evm
considerina lhe establisluneTU tbere of. puppet rtlime.

U Li-san (whom I mentioned bcfOrt as • stOOlt of
S,.'in) h.ld been rmtO\'ed from tbe Olinese CP k.der­
ship irI19JOand bad remained irr. MOSCOW'M that. Now
he was brOllPI back on the beds of StaIin's troop$ as
pan of • h.IIf-heaned .lIempt by the burnuc:nq in
Russia to establish their position in Mant:hur1a.

Manchllria xtllally contained ITlOISl of0!iDest induJt:ry
.1 thai particular staae. When the Stalinist bureaucracy
or:cvpied Manchuria, they proctc<kd-in lhe same
hoolipn fashion as they did in Germany-to strip the
whole .rea of its fllClories, or its technical expertise••nd
transported il hack to Russi•.

This wu in complete contradiction to all the principles
of Inlernallonalism Ihat lenin and the Bolsheviks had
established in 1911. The narrow, natiorutJist, bureaucratic:
concepts of Stalinism resulted in the lOOlina of
M.nchuri.a.

The Red Army haYinl penetr.ted M.ochuria. Chill1J
Kai-shtk was flown in by lhe Amt:ricans from the wtNern
areas that heor:cvpied. Chian& now found himstlfin lhe
po$ilion thai J.panese imperialilm had been in previou..
Iy. He had !he lowlU.Dd some paru of !he railways­
tbo$e pans of the railways that the pt"um.s had 1'10I rip­
ped up. (In. "ttY famou.s tradition of Cbintse peasatlt
res.isWlC'e. tbey benl the raib 10 make them unusable.,

Chiana Kai-sbd; \hen had to think about importina his
troops and equipment inlO IIOI1hero Chirla and Man­
churia by sea. with the aid of American imperialism. In
.11. he was in a YeT)' difrlClllt stratqic position.

But.1 the end of the Second World War. lhere was
tremendou.s pressure on the Chinese Red Army, which
w.s predominanlly a peasanl force, tocome to.n .vee·
menl once aaain with Chian, K.i-shek. In 1945 there was
considerablt war-weariness. and in that year the Red Ar­
my leaders decided once: more to negotiate with the
Kuomintll\&.

I menlioned before Ihat Trotsky had upeded Ihlt.
when the Red Army entered Ihe cities. llie leaders miaht
fllst with !he capitalist class. with the resuh thaI • clas5ical
capitalist development WOIIId take place. BUllet us rtCIU
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Ihal, by the end of Ille Second World War, \10'0 decades
had elapsed since Ille 1925-27 revolution and the capitula­
tion at thai lime oflhe ChineseCP Ieadmlo t~ Kuomin­
lang bourgeoisie.

Now Chine~ society was completely in an impas§e.
Landlordism and capitalism had had tile opportunity in
those (wo decades to solve tile problems of Chinese socie­
ty, and had been found wantin,. Chinese capitalism was
incapable or lack ling the land problem; incapable orulli­
fying China; impotent against imperialism; incapable of
stopping the blood-ktting and the suffering of the
Cllinese people.

To lake just one example of the terrible bankruptcy
of the capitalist SYiii{Cm in China-Ihe falc of inflation
in one year after the Second World War was 10000"1.1
Mo~y b«amc completely worthless. The whole of
Cllinese society was completely disorganised.

Moreover, during the period of the Kuomintang dic­
tatorship, u a minimum estimate one million people had
perished in China as a dir«t result of the mOllStrous
repressiye measures of this regime. That is apart from
the slaughter carried out by Japanese imperialism.

Nevertheless, at the end of the war there was prellSure,
on account of war.weariness, for the Kuomintang and
the Communist Party to collaborate. Some Marxists in
the West-alleged Marxists, that is-said: "Ah, look!
Mao Tse_lung is allempting to capitulate 10 Chiang Kai­
shek."

But was Ihis the case? It was corr«t, in fact, for the
Red Army leadership to IlCgotiate wilh the Kuomintang
at that stage. This was necessary in order to make [t clear
to the masses that the Reds were not the ones who should
be held respollSible for continuing the war, but tllat tlley
were in favour of peace,

And what was the programme that Mao Tse-llllli put
forward at this point? II is yery interesting to examine
this programme;

-Punish war criminals. Who were the war criminals?
Mostly the tops of the Kuomintang-who, by the way,
in Manchuria, had taken over and absorbed into the
Kuomintang armies all the collaborators with Japanese
imperialism. The war criminals were the leadCl'$hip of the
Kuomintang.

-Abrogale Ihe bogus conslitution-on wllich the
Kuomintang rested.

-Abolish the pretended legilimucy oj the Xuomintang
po>«r. This meant that tile Kuomintang leaders were no
longer to beoonsidered the legitimate holders ofpoliti<:al
power.

"Rt/orm all reactionary armies in accordance w,'rh
democralic principles-a deyastating blow against the
Kuomintang officer cute and ruling clique.

-ConFIScate bureaucraric capital. That was, in eff«t,
a pseudonym for "Take over <:apitalism"-nationalise
the capilal tllat was conlrolled by imperialism and by the
tops of the Kuomintang and their supporters.

-Rejorm the agrorian syslem.
-Abrogate treaties oj nalionallNtroyal.
"Convoke a consultative conference without the par­

ticipalion oj rtQCtionary elements.
It was absolutely impossible for the Kuomintang

leadership to enter into an agreemenl with the Red Ar­
my on any of these measures-measures so obviously
necessary and acceptable to the maIlS of the Chinese pro-

ple. There followed a short inter-regnum in which
American imperialism tried to exert pressure for a coali·
tion. That was not successful. and in tum'resulted in the
resumption of the war in t946.

Really the ciyil war in China took place between 1946
and 1949. In a whole series of battles the forces of the
Kuomintang were smashed. In Manchuria, they were sur_
rounded in the dties, which eyentuaDy fell. Then the Red
Army moyed into the central and eastern provinces.

Social situation

If we look at the combination of factors that existed
in Chinese society at that stage, it was obvious that the
s;1llation was not as Trotsky b.ad anticipated in the period
before the Second World War. The impotence and
bankruptcy of landlordism and capitalism_its utter in­
ability to show a way forward for Chinese society-had
by now aollt much further than oould b.ave been foreseen.

It would be wrong to think that it was military
superiority which guaranteed the victories of the Red Ar­
my in the clashes that took place in the Chinese ciyil war.
On the contrary, the Kuomintang had oYerwhelming
superiority in military terms. There were roughly one
million troops in the Kuomintalli armies, and they were
armed with the very latest in weapom and technique by
American imperialism.

What happened is that, in every battle which look
place, the Kuomintang was dejeoled by 1M revo/ulionary
propaganda oj the Red Army-in particular by the call
oj "Itlnd to 1M fillers!"

Under the impetus of the maIlS movement that
developed in 1947, Mao 1se-tung and the Chinese CP
leadCl'$hip had been forced to adopt a much more radical
land programme than had existed in the Red areas dur­
ing the earlier "united front" period. A$ a result, the pro­
pq:anda of the Red Army was like tanks going through
the lines of the Kuomintang armies.

When they defeated an army of the Kuomintang, the
Reds did not take the troops prisoner. They releasN the
Kuomintang troops-and imbued them with the idea that
the Reds wanted them to lake over the land and smash
the landlord and capitalist exploiters.

That was .mOre successful than airplanes, bullets and
all the latest word in armaments in disintegrating the
Kuomintang armies. Eventually it resulted in the total 001­
lapse of the Kuomintang in 1947-48.

But even as late as 1948 there were alleged "Marxists" ,
aJleatd "Trotskyists", who were insisting tb.at Mao 1se­
tuna was attempting to capitulate to Chiang Kai-shek!
As one wag in AmCTica said, "If that is true. the pro­
blem is he can't catch him"-because, in fact, Chialli
and his forces were running away from the forces of the
Reds, from the north of China right down the eastern
seaboard to the southern coast itself.

Another claim that Wll5 put forward, by the allegedly
"Trotskyist" SWP in America, wu that Mao Tse-tung
would neyer cross the Yanatze River. However, on the
day that they published this in their paper, Mao was
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Thl! mQp. published I~ ,h~ New York H......d Trit>~ne

ill J"""",fY /949, showrd ,h~ "Tn 0/ ChilHllMIf u~Mt
IIw N>~lrot O/IM Red A ....."..

the leaders of the Red Army hid I model of lhe kind of
nate and lhe kind of soeicty thlt they c:ould c:onfidcntly
move to crcate in China.

8l.It while. thrrcfore. the outcome of thc revolution.
would not N as Trottky had apccted in the inlrr-war
period. by no stretch of the imaainllion rould Mlo TloC·
tUIII and the Chinese CP and Red Armv leaden N wn·
tldcrN romIIllI"UIS. in the classieaJ $ot1l$C of the term.

'They "rre noc MaBisu in the $ot1l$C that they did noc
base thcrn$dves on the prokuriat-which is ablo!utely
func1atnetttalto the Marxist apprOkh. method. RlatCD'
and laetics. On the contrary. they were deadl, fcarfuJ of
the movement of the prolftariat and of any a<:tioa by the
..orken which they rould noc dir«l:ly c:ontrol.

Thr ChincK CP kadcn Wct"e Bonaputist Icadrrs.
rC$lilll on !he peasant Red Army. and mallOCllmlll in
order to pther absolute poowcr OWl'~y in,o their own
hands. From ,he 0II1K1 the model for theirr~ was
thc Stalinist dil:tatof$hip in Russil. which had IriKn OIIt
of the dqerTrrtltiolf of the R.ussian Revolution. Mao

already 60 km Nyond the Vanlt~.

They were opentin, with all the old formulas tllal
Trot.l.ky had worked out in the inter-....r period-bIlt IMy
wrrr ifKtlptlbk ofunckTslund;nl Trotsky's method und
of frilt;,., Iru Idftu 101M clw"Ii"I sjllllltion, und lire
""" C'Ombi1H1tifNt offlKfon tutd fOlttS Ilwl IttJd tlri$r"
i" tlw pmod 194449.

Chine$e 1an<lIordism andapit.alism was uttrrly impo­
tmt to drlldop $lXitty any f\ln ...... A Vk\I\l1rt aiitcd in
ChinaeMJCiety. Japanese imperialism bad bern Ikfnled
and «lU1d noc intervax. Ammt:an imperialism ~f ..'&$

noc able to intnv~ dil'«'lly.
In the aflltnlWll of the Scc:ond World War. tttrouahout

the whok of A$ia there were Dl.U$ive _nu of
American troGpl wantilll to 10 1lorM. Thr fam0u.5
"Brin, lhc 80ys Home" movement developed
throuJhout the WC$l.

So AJncrkan imperialism rould supply ChianJ kai.
lbri: with the latest armammu (which by the ....y. _re
s\lbtcqucntly captured by the Reds and useclllOl only In
China. but atsoaplnst Amnican imperialism in korca),
but they wrrc not abk to bolstrr up the anna of the
kuomlntallJ with troops. They rould not Rop the
disinlCl"'tilll cffccu on the Kuomintana annits caused
by lhc sorial situation that existed in China at that timc.

The il\e&pacity of imperialism to lnlrrvel}( ...·as summ·
ed up in one famous-or infamous-incident (dellCndina
on )'Our point of view). That was the "AmcthySl"
incident.

Let \It rcmcmber that in Shanahal and Canton. al lhe
time of the 192$·27 revolulion. the British imperialim
brazenly shot down Chincsc workcrl and peasants. Vet
in 1949 when 1M British warship Amethyst manaaed 10
sneak down the Van,tu Rivrr. evade the Red ,un-boIIts,
and escape. thaI ...·at haik<! at a "great vie!OI1''' in the
British press. ThaI wat a IfIlphie iIlustr-ation of the im.
potetV:'l: of imperialism to intnvcrw: againSt the Chi_
revolution.

nw po__m thtlt Uls,rd iII Chi/w wm mon;m­
pontllll ill dctn'mill;'" 1M Ott/COtrt4> of1M~ IIwur
11II tM SlN«Itn ofMIlO ToW-iii,.,. wltm M wid,for ;If'
SUJnI:'t. tlttll t/tI/toM/ trq1iluJism ill C1ritlt1 WCNId It1.st tllrltft.
dnd_.

Unckmandina this enabled 1M Marxist lCDC\m(y.
whkh today is Pthcred round the Mi/iltllf' ncwspaptf"
(and_t~OIIr antc.:edmu tiaht~k to that period),
to JfUP rorTra!y the proa:$$ of the revol\ltiorl. that ..at
willi place in China.

Thr Manisu of the Mililan' Tel\llkn<, al1uecl that the
development would noc N at Trooky had antici~ted in
the intrr-war period. Certainly it would noc be I alRSCiowi
1IlO\'C!RCnt of the proletariat like the October Revolution
in Ruuia in 1917. It ...ould N a peasant Irmy clltcrina
thc cilia. at TrOttky dRII, foresa .... But instead of 1M
rommlnlkrs of the peUllnt anny fusilll with the
capitalist elus Ind a capitalisl development takillJ pia«.
it Wat no'" lnevitlble that capitalism would N
ovcnhrown.

This WIS becausc of the nhauslion and bankruplcy of
Chinese capitalism; bc<:a\lSC of the wcakness of im·
perilJism on a world teak in theaftcrmath of the Sc<:ond
World Wtr; becausc of the ,really iocreasecl ~trelllth of
Stalinism at a result of lhe S«ond world War. in Russia
and Eastern EUlope; beeausc. also. Mao TloC-tUlIJ Ind
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"began al the point which Stalin had already reached.
This was the e~planalion and analysis pUI forward by

lhe Marxists of tile Militanl Tendency allh~ rime of the
Chi"e${' Revolu/ion irulf. It was explained that, like
Stalin, Mao would balance between the classes while con·
solidlling his regime, and in the prOl:ess ruthlessly sup­
press all independent aClions and iniliatives by the
workers.

As in Russia, so in China capitalism was eliminated
and a nationalised and planned economy introduced. BUI
while Ihe Russian workers' state began on heallhy lines
of worken' democracy and subsequently degenerated, tile
stale e5tablislled in China by the Red Army was a deform­
ed worken' stale, a Slalinin Slale from the Olltset.

International effects

The difference between the Russian and Chine~

revolutions was enormous also in the different interna­
tional repercussions which they produ~. The October
Revolution in Russia inspired tremendous movements of
the working class thrOUKhout the world. An example was
the revolutionary events in !laly. in 1920, where the
workers occupied the factories.

An indication of the way that the proletariat interna·
tionally identified with the Russian Revolution was,
paradoxically, indicated by the barraKe of propaKanda
pUt up by the capitali51 pre" at the time. The propagan­
da against the Russian Revolution put in the shade the
lies and filth !hat we encounter in the Doily Express, for
instance, today.

To give one humorous examole: the N,,,, Yt>,k Time.~

carried over a hundred articles between 1918 and 1921
which said either that Trotsky had bumped off Lenin,
or thatunin had bumped off Trotsky! One Ileadline was
"Trotsky Assassinates Lenin in Drunken Brawl"! Now,
if that was in a serious journal such as the New Y(H"k
Times, imaKine the kind of stories that would appear in
tile yellow press.

BUI despile Ihe propaganda, Ihe working class inter­
Nlrionally inslincliwly kMw IMf lheir class was in pawt"
and il inspired fhem.

In Russia there lIad been democratic orKans of con·
trol and manaKemem in the form of the soviets. Nothing
of this character existed in China between 1946-49 or in
the aftermath.

In the main. in the biK cities, " ...Political apathy and
inertia were stronger even than universal dissatisfaction
... the reVOlution finally engulfed PekinK, but it was full_
grown and did not "grow gradually within the City itself."
(COmmUnisl Chilla on Ihe Ev';;f laKtoWr by A. Doak
Bennet, p. 325.)

Furthermore, the Stalinist leaders oflhe Chinese Com·
munisl Party and Red Army displayed the fear of the
'full·grown' bureoucroc:y towards any independent move­
ment by the working class. In their eight·point peace pro­
gramme, presented as a manoeuvre before they OCUJpied
Peking, they unashamedly warned the working dass:
"Those who s/rike or deslroy will be pUllished ... those

working in these orgQnisQtions (factories) should work
peacefully and wail fo' the tQkeover. ..

And true to their word, any independent action by the
working class was met with ruthless repression. COntrast
this altitude with that shown by unin aoo the Bolsheviks
in the Russian Revolution. The Bolsheviks looked
towards the workinK class as the mQin agent of change
and urged: "Ihe lalld /Q Ihe fillers Qnd Ihe fQctorits 10
Ihe produurs."

Without any question, tile Chinese revolution of
1944-49 was one of the greatest evems in human history.
It was the second greatest event, surpassed only by the
October Revolution of 1911.

One quarter of mankind sleppnJ onlo Ihe siage oj
hislory, and PU{ behind {hem oMt and forewr {he
di.Jeose, Ihe ravages, Ihe misery Ihal landlordism and
capitQlism hQd meont for {hem.

The Chinese revolution inspired and gave a push to the
colonial revolution in Africa. Asia and Latin America.
It was an evelll of greal hislorical importance, bUI al the
same time an event tllat could not have tile same effect
as the Russian Revolution on tile workinK class
internationally.

It established a planned e<:onomy, 3§ most of industry
was gradually laken over by Ihe state, and a thorough­
goinK land reform was carried throuKh. But at tile Jame
time there was the establishment of a one-party
totalitarian reKime.

The idea that there was a democracy in China in 1949
is a fairy_tale, for the consumption of ehildren of 10 or
younger.

Now, if we look at tile situation in China at that par­
tieular stage, we sec: that Mao Tse_tung formed a '·coali­
tion" with tile KuomintanK. To be more exact, he form­
ed a coalition with the ·'People's Kuomintalijt"­
supposed.ly representing the' national' capitalim-which
had a tota~membership of a few hundred. Not exactly
a mighty force, in a population of thr~-quarters of a
billion.

On the surface what Mao Tse·tUnK had done coincid­
ed with a phrase: that Trotsky lIad used in the 19lOs in
Telation to Spain. This is where a lot of "Trotskyisls",
who used only the phrases of Trotsky without Krasping
his meaninK, made hopeless mistakes in relation to China.

Trotsky said that in Spain the Stalinist CP had form'
ed a coalition, oot with the capitalist class, but with tlleir
shQdow. What he meant by this was that the capitaliJts
in reality had all ned to the side of General Franco and
the counter·revolution; and the workers' leaders had
formed a coalition with the ex_representatives of the
capitalists in Spain.

This was the 'Popular Front' which served to hold the
workinK class back from laking state power, and thus
preserved capitalism in Spain. Gradually the ··shadow"
gOt substance, and the workers' movement in Republican
Spain was smashe<i.

On the face of it, in China, Mao Tse-tunK had entered
into a coalition with Ille shadow of the capitalist class.
BUI t/rue WQS /l crucial difference in China 01 Ihis lime,
as opposed 10 Spain in J936-39. The reol fevers ofSlale
pawer were 1101 in Ihe hands of Ihe bouIJeois parmers
ojfhe Red Army, inlhe so-called People's Kuomintang.
TIrey wereell/irely in IhehalldsofMao Tit-lung, Ihe Red
Army Qnd the so-ctllled Communisl Amy-particularly



I~ poJia. IlIr ,"iliulr)'. fllld so Off.

Thr "coalilion" wilh 1M capilaliU Prople', Kuomin.
tall&rountrd ror IlOIhins apinst 1M rnormOUll obj«ti~
prruura forcin, 1M~ 10 movr 10 diminalr
capitalism and lakt lho: economy inlo mtr hands.
Thtrtrort _ had in China Ihr (kvdopmml or a
lotali'arian onr-pany rr,imr ba5ed on a pt"Q,rnsiw
economic: §)'Stan-a planned economy.

Only by undmitandinll thr relations.hip of forces in Iht
Chinrsr Revolution i, it possiblr 10 llra§p lhr vtry com·
plu pracn§!:, Ihat arr lakinll plact in A'ia. Africa and
Lalin America allhr prrsrnllimt. Tht processr, art nOl
aocordinllloany schrma laid down in adva~ by Marx.
Enarb. Lmin and Trouky-ytl only 1M /ntlhod
drvdoped by lhew Vral lachrr1 in thtir lime: mabks
us 10 undrrstand whal is takin. plact.

Wr can undrr$tand lho: pl"Cl("C'SM1 ir alllbr com~da
pin a rulln If'UP of 1M fealulU or lht Chincx revolu­
lion or 1~9. and 1M weay in which lhal rC'\lolulion
dC'\lrloped.

II

It was not a cast orillt ,"'orkin. cia" playinlllM main
rolr in the rC'\lolulion. bul of a victorious peasanl army
mtmllllM Olin. II was a case or a Bonapanist rr,imr
""hich atablishcd a pbnned cronorny-..-hi<:tt in thai
st'IUt IIjsloricrllly opruwd 1M material interrsu of tM
workilll class.

Bul in no smse"'u il a rr,imr of "'"Ol"kus' delnOCr1lC)'
alonllht [ina orlht BolshC'Vik rqjrnr in Russia in 1917.
11 wa§ not-and i§ not-a socialisl rtgimr movinlltowards
Ihr development of socialisl sociclY. That is impo:niblr
unit," powrr is in the hand!> of the working dass, and
a rtlimt of ....orkru· lkmocracy prevails .
• Unforlunalely. beau§!: of 1M way tM reailllt
dcyeloptd in China, thr CbinrK workin. dau will hayt
10 pay ";th a nrw rrYOlution-lhis limr a poJiliuJ
","l)iurion~bli.$.hilll workus' dmlocncy on lbr
foundalions OrlM planned cronorny. Only Ibm will 1M
way tit clear ror Chincx socirty 10 move lowards
socialism in 1M COlIlDl of a world sodali!>1 fClknlion.



"
Stalinism •

In China
by Ted Grant

Editor's note:

Tht /ollow;1I1 ~gn _" ..rilln! In
hilt. 19SI, .~mmillg up thtoo/tdllSWns
of Marxism thol had ban dra .." ill 1M
C(Ju~t oj lilt ClriM.«' Rnolutk", oj
194449, MQrf /1t01l 30 ~rs lalu, it
would scarcrly ~ IttffSSQr)' 10 olt" 0
<in,lt Mltttll~ ill IJ"dtr 10 /m"", tht
all<1iysis up 10 dolt.

Written durilll Moo', 'WQlilioll' "';11t
IItt Chill~ 'lIul;,,,,,,I' rtzpilillists. il cor·
"<:/1)' jOrKtlSl Ihol IItt "gi~ _/d
movt 10 lokt IlIti, b"Sillt$.SQ 'lItd in­
duslM inlo .,alr ownership. Tlull brtan.
ill j«f, ill /951.

[kspilt tht laci thollht CMnut ond
SQ.~I rOI¥f1fmtnrS hQd si,,,ro, ill
February /9'0, Q tltirly·)'tIlr 1",,1)' "of
fr~"d$hip, alli<JfI(Y alld mutual aid", IItt
ani~ antkifH'ftd_and t:<p/ailltd in
(ld-aMr-IM $i_So_itt splil. T1ra1 JPI"

~mt maltifest ill /957·58, Qltd rNlly
tN:UU from Iht INrly /9«Js.

TM Chi,,_ bufWlUN1Ky'S lurn ilf
forti,,, polk), IO_'ds Oil a«ommodD.
lioll wi/h Amu;'"'' imperiQ/ism_
some/hi", wlti~1t was :t"tl'dll)' rttardtd
a. a oombslttll witt" il o«:urTtd i" /971
dud", Nixo,,', prnide"cy-W</, (ltarl)'
lort=l Q$ aIUlUft probabilily i" litis or­
tide I" 19j/.

TM obilily 01a Morxisl~IIW 10
10fe$ff Iltt COUfSt 01 t""",. i.t "o1 basftI

011 "crY'lol-boll_,ozj",", bUI 0" 0
melin<!ous and 1I/Q1ly-sidMa/IQlysk qJ1M
~/as$ 101'Ct$ ill rocitly, Iltt /IIaltrilll i,,·
leftS" qJ lite particlpan/" alld 1M
maltrilll proc=n al work. It burro ...
btntQllt Iltt ,uptrlic"l dalllU and labtl$
worn by poIilical Ortlln/saIIO", and
Itadt~ 10 discowr Ihe rtal ptnlura a"d
1~()fSwhiclt will Mttrrllillt Ilttir iKIHms.
Tlto/ olont t/IQbln Iht Marxisl mtlltod,
Irs cone/uslo", ond ptrSptC/I"tS, 10 $land

1M lUI olilmt.
TIlls article is ptrlraps 1'00"" 011

/!Olt_llry lor 1M cladl)' wllir wlriclr it
drew Iltt conclusion Ilrol Mao's /tIimt
would eliml/IQ/e azpilalism-wlrllt 1101,Mil' 0IIt mi/limtlft 10 lite idta Iltal
Ilrtrt/ort! Mao could bt COltSidtTtd a
'Marxisl' or ·commullisl'. 0.. lire COli'
lrary, II.ptl/td oul III broad OUIlllIt 1M
llIt>llab/t tllmK'h""'"1 01a I>ul'tQUa'l>lk
diclal()fS1r1p In Clrl/IQ, wllir Ilrt Maoit/
rqime /J«omlnt more and mort! tltVQIM
aooW! we;cly, ,if-UlUlnf in polk)',
!>«'omi", mOft and moreCOm.pI, and ft­

qulrl", ~nlUalo>er/ltraw by IItt work·
int e/= /0 (ltar lite rood /0 _kt~'

dt1/lONiKY and wtkllism In Clri"", In
COnjUnclla1l willt lite .ociIJllsl rew>lutioll
i1! lite WUI.

TIlt po$Nt"o>Olulio"ary Iru/Ory of IItt
CIti_ Stalinisl refl""', and prestnl
ptrSp«/It/n lor Chino, wil/ltaW! 10 ~
lakt~ up in IUlurt Ww<'S o/INQABA.

The pel:uliar combination of forces which Icsulted in
the victory of Stalinism in Ea5tem Europe, are working
towards the same results in Asia. In China we have an
oumanding example of this result of the multiplicity of
historical factors. The defeat of the revolution of I'fl.5/27
(due to the miStakes of·the Stalinisl5) which had had every
promise of SUCCC'SS, led the Stalinist leadership and the
cadres they had managed to retain, to desen the cities
and take to the mountains in order to base themselves
On the Peasant War, ...a war which had many preo=dentS
in China's long history,

Weakness of Imperialism

The crumbling a'nd decay of the capitalist·landlord
military police regime was shown in ils tala! incapacity
to solve a single one of China's problems in the period
192711945. Far more rotlen than CzariSt Russia, even at
its wOTSt, it succeeded in alienating almost the entirc
population apart from the tiny clique of Chiang Kai·shek
at the tOp. There were none really willing to strike a blow
in its defence at the hour of danger. In the same period
the frightful decay of Imperialism following the Secood
World War made the ImperialiSI5 incapable of interven-

ing. In 1925/27 British Imperialism hold replied to "an
insult 10 Ihe Flag'" by bombarding the main ports of
China with their warships. This with the approval of the
LaboUI and Trade Union leaders. In 1949 such was the
relationship of forces, the Imperialists hailed with glee
the sneaking away of the warship Amethyst from the
watel"$ of the Yangt~e! So has the relationship of forces
changed. The American Imperialists intervened with huge
supplies of anns, money and munitions, to aid the cor­
rupt sang of Chiang Kai-shek-almost invariably the sup­
plies falling into the hands of the Chinese Red Army.

These faclOrs, together with the fact that they had
mighty Russia as a neighbour, all had Iheir impaCt on
the development of the situation in China. Under "nor·
mal" conditions, the Peasant War in China would have
ended as all such wars have ended in Ihe paSt, Or the
leadership oflhe Chinese peasants would have fused with
the capitalist elemtms in the cities, and the peasant masses
would have found themselves betrayed. The revolution
would have assumed a capitalist character.

However, all the factors cnumerated above. had to
have a different resull than could have been for('SCCn in
advance. Without Russia as a neighbour, withoul the
degeneration of the Russian regime as a further factor,
without the complete breakdown of the regime in China,



wOOe the old rl.IlillA class had so pitifully outlived itself,
without the Oe&ennation of the international Staliniu
movement, without the extreme weakneu of the genuine
Marxist c:urrem, without the "'eaklle$$ of Imperialism on
a world $ale,~nu in China, as in all Asia, would ha~
liIIken a dirrnmt t\lm: either in the direction of a pr0.­

letarian nvo!\ltioa aa;ordin.to the norm (with all iu in­
tnnationtl implications in the loPt'eatlillJ of the molu­
Uon 10 Europe and the World) or the 'Iic1oryofcapitalist
counter-revolution. Those ..·ould have b«n the
altnnati\'eJ.

History, howt>ln, is full of inexhaUStible ,"aliams
whic:hanllOl be fores«n in ad'·ana. Tbeory is grey, but
the trn: of life is grem... All these complicated f;mon
in combination have resulted in the revolution bein. a~­
complishtd in I different way than theory had previous­
ly indicated. Usina the same technique as in YuaO$lavia,
with the mass movement of the peasants as their base,
Mao and the Chinese Red Army (with possibly an even
more popular and areater man base than Tito had) ...
wlaed I revolutionary war for the land. The armies of
the KL1OmintlllJ~Hque melted IWIY. Here was a peasant
war in thedusical revolutionary tradition. The Bonapar­
tist ~1iqt.K' of Slaliniim based itself firmly on the Ion&ina
of the peasamry for the land. UadillJ the pc:asa1It ..--ar
!hey pined !he pD'O'l'eI"ful support of the muses. H~_
ha~ a peeuliar \'Iriant of the permanent revol\ltioa.
8eaI~ ofd'le inaPKIty of the peasantry to play an in.
dcjKlldent role they have been orpnise<l and led by lhe
ell-Marxists.

Mao's Peasant Army Ba~

Due to the ~risis of the regime and the parllysis of the
movement in the cities by Stalinism, Mao Tse·tung and
the 0100 Stalinist leaders established an independent base
in the peallntlrmy; ~Ia$$ical instrument of Bonapartism.
But in line with the epoch and the various fa~tOfs already
exhau51ively dealt with. it rould nOl end as normally a
pt:asant Wlr indepc:ndem of the man movement in the
cities would end. Havina conquered the cities, with It
last passive acquiescence of the working ~lass and pc:Uy
bourseois muses in the cities, Mao Tse-tulIJ and his
JI"OIlp could SU<:Om! in Bonapartist fashion in balancing
bet..·n:n the classa. S1anillJ ..ith the If1Idual dimina_
tion of the IandJords throu,.hot.ttthe terrilory ..·hich they
had t:OIlCluned (artn the initial ~aaes of the nMWm"IeI\t,
!he bureaucracy'Q.li roncemed 110I to ha'·elnyindepm_
tknt tnO\IftI1mt of either the pc:I$lnu or the ""OI"ket"1
..·hidt could 110I be dicmly harnesad and controlled by
lhemsehu)lnd immediately oonrlSQlilli what !hey lmo·
ed "bureaucratic capitalism", i.e.. the key «ntres of
whatevn heavy industry and finana existed, the
bonapanist bureau~racy could manoeuvre hetw«n he
classes. For a temporary period and in ordn to help con­
solidate the rise and ~ontrol of a huruu~ratic ~aste, thty
have tolerlted mer~hant and industrial ~apitalism in a
neo-NEP.

Manoeuvrina betwten the dasses, they will establish
a firm and strOl\i stlte machine. Basin. themselves now
on the jKI$IIlU, now on the workns, then on the

"bouraeoisie, to serve differmt mds they will balana bet.
wn:n them as "arbiter" and rqulator of private ownn·
ship in indUStry and then at a later stage. to the apr-apria.
tion of the peasantry as ..'tU, on the model of RUSliia and
Eastern Europe. 8ecllLtK of the wakncss and imJ'Oltll(t
of the boul"Jeoisie, with no historical jKTSJlUti.-e and no
.historical mission to perform, it willlx eliminated with
c:Dmparati'·e ease. Mao will base himself on the worket"1
in order to strike blows at the bourseoisie, 1$ Stalin did
at the timo: of the elimination of the Kulaks and the NEP
~.

Chinese Stalinism .'irmly in Control

A. Stalinist bureau~racy cannot tolnate the sharina of
power with the bouracoisie because this would ...'eaken
it and redu~e it to a subordinate puppet role, with lhe
c:orresonding diminution of i15 in~ome, power and
privileges. The peasants, incapable of findina a different
road, will be mer~ilessly repressed. Gradually I
tOlalitarian state, more and more approximatina to thl!
of Moscow, will be established. Havilll based thmlsel\'eJ
on the worktrS for a time in orOe( to eliminate the
capitalius and c:onsoIidatt their rule. they must turn on
the workin. ~Iass and srn.uh any demmu of worket"1'
demoCl«Y ..·hic:h may exist 01' be """·eloped in the"'_.

Before Stalinism in China is I lone pc:rspeai\'t of poooo.w
6espite the MKiaI convulsions and crises of JTOWlh Ind
consolidalion. It is rtlalivdy progressive because of the
devdoprnrnl of industry Ind the unif"lCItion of China for
the firu time, and on this blsis aiving a tremendow im­
pulse to the dt>'tlopmmt of tM productive forces. Pure­
lyon tM basis of Chinese conditions they ~an .nlintain
their rule for alona time. They will consolidate ~ltmIselves

morc and more firmly in control in the next period. Fa~.

tors making for this have been tht endless war and civil
Wlr in which China has been involved in the last two
decades, the ....eariness of the people who dtmand peact,
the relativtly prOiressive role they play in China, and the
la~k of any alternati"e on the Chinese basis alone:. AU
these faCiots strntJthen powerfully the role of Chinese
Stalinism.

Long Historical Perspective

Of coune. evmu in China an be hUlenoed or retard­
ed by tk\'dopmenlJ in Western Europe:. Amnia and
Russia. l1IeK remain the decisive areas of the ..·orld. A
suttaSful proletarian revolution in the Wm producin.
a workers' state on the Marxist norm, ....ould, of course,
result in a revi""l of the revolution in China and open
the road for a healthy development by hanenina the
political revolution. aut takina Chinese forces as a basis,
it is clear that Mao, like Slalin, will develop the for~es

which will overthrow his machine in the future.
The relatively austere administration, without ~ont rol

from the massa, will become more and more ~orrupt.

State power is a powerful source of infection and disease.
lncrel$ina lheir separation from the masses, the
bureaua-ltic: alSte will raise themsd\'eJ hiaher and hiJ.her
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above the pwple as I n.ew ari§locracy and ..-ill provoke
the sharp tIalr~ of the masses.

New Re\'olulion Innitable

~IIK of 1M hiJtory of China, its u,adilions Inc! its
l~bk bilck....rdne:u. Chill(K Stalinism on its 0"'0
forca IlJonc, will iMviubly dc'\.'dop an ellen mon
monslrOllJ ~essr.·e machin.e than that of Stalinism in
Russia. The buralll.Tlloc caste which is crysuIlislna tnne
will only be rtmO\led by force. Tbc new political rrvolu­
!ion and 1M mablishmml of • IInlthy workl:f1'
~. but on. hipn industrial foundation, and
\lithe Iona "'" the rllt of Chin.a, as of ,1l1he Eau, will

..
be !let"e;miDe:d by ihe llti or~tie 'rl!'iQllkion k1. Waltrn
Europe and Amerie:., .' .

Havin. an i~~nl base. the rqime of Mao Tsc­
lUIlI ....i11 most likely comrinto ronnict wilh lhal of lhe
St~inisl bureaucracy ~n Ruuia, RelUCUInlly, ,nef 11\(0 ex_
pmcna: of ¥UIlO5lav.I. the buftauency has bem com­
pelkd to traClne People's R~blic:of ChilUI as I junior
~nn I1Ilhcr than an OUt-and-out saldlilt or. Moscow
prcwina:.~IC the erroru 10 I"otd this. at alaler $U,lt
if r'\"()lJrabk (emu can bf obtaJlKd from Britain and
America. it is quilt litd)' thai Mao TIe-CUlII ..ill breat
aW&y a~ play an indtp:nOcnl rok. Thus, in lhal ~IIK.

ona an ,Ildqlendml basis is G1ablisMd. il is difr"""h if
noI impossible, for Moscow 10 mainlain direct rv.k or
dominalion.



Explanatory Notes
"

aabhYlb-IIMlho,io!wy wi... of l~
Rl.W>aft Sotia!.O<:"....'u Labour Par·
Iy...pnised in opposition 10 lhf MtrI­

dl~vih. o. "fo'IIlis' will,_ ThO'
80bhnih b<camo:. oqouate pan, onl,
in 1912. Under 1M paidanct- or lAroill and
T,ouk,. 1M~;h Inl.ht WOI~;'"
clus in I.tint power in OI:lobtJ 19l7.

Bonplltbm_Term uocd by Marxisu fo'
• dictato'''1 .raime ,,·hich balancu bel­
wetn lhe rolltO'ndl", dauc., while •• is­
ing in.tlf above l«iety as '" whole. Tile:
lerm derivn from the (X.mple of
Napoleon Bonaparte's dictatorship ;n
FflllCe;n 1199.

In 1M Iasl analysis., in lht rnodotrll
.-.:wid,. Bor'Ilpattisl rqi""' ....... defend
OM .... <'11M!' of lwo .)'It..... of propnly
aDd tCOiiO"'ic or Either it ,idt",b
privalf ptOJImY bidl is 1M~ of
c:api~.Of it ddmck JUle __ohip
of ,"" moaM of prodUCIion.....idI is 1M
buis of • planned economy.

III 1M flul taW, ~ call il 'SoutJ«M
fIonapan.'. In lIotsea-l caK, w.. o;aIl
it 'P,oklarian Bonapar'M', bcaUK iu
~ fOllndaliol> is lhcsymm aip'o­
pm.y hislOl'iaIlly appropriate 10 the .uk
of the wo.killl class.

Bul just n a flou••rois Bonapa"ls.
rqime i, nOi djrft:lly. 1000.."m..,n O/11le:
capit,lim, ..ellh.., i. a Proletarian
Bonapanisl 'tlim. ont in whith tht
workt's JUk.

c..I.I....-Shon lWM for I'" COftl­
munist ('Thi<d) Im~lionaI. founded in
1'1' on lho ....tiw- of t'" kussian Cotn­
mu..... PlIny fB<:>bhrviks), aft... 1M ''C.
tOl)' of t'" Oaobo'r R~tion. Tho
CominICm .as iniIialIy a po.a1"ul anrK·
non 10 tht- int...n.uiona/ workllll-diss
_ .........t. and by 1921 had U1 000

-"".But t'" drlau of. snies of ~'ok..iom
in Europt lo'Cl 10 tho isolation and
dq.......tion of Iht- Russ.ia.n R....olullOll.
With tht rnultin, ri~ of Sta.1ini.m. tho
RUlsi.n CP wll ".Illformed. Sltp by
It.P. inlO lho inllrumtnt of dktalor.hip
by a pri~iloled buruucucy.

ThrOlllh Ih. predominan« of Ih. Rus·
lian CP Io.d....hip in Ih. Cominttrn. Ih.
Lan.... too. undnw...t Slalini.1 tk........a.
tion, Ultimlld)' IUIM Communill Par.
ties ......t turned inlo obodionl follo~
of tM dinlln of tM bu,eauaacy in
MOKOW. Each twist and lum of Stlllin's

po/k'y was i~ldy Ildopttd in lho
Comim..." and .....~isltly adhnod to by
1M >'ilrioIts l..iona.l CPS.

TM dr,.."" I'" of I'" Rus.sia.n CP
and of 1M Com;nl."l .... ~ilorously

rosistod by I'" rnnaillina; cadres or
~, ...110 orpniKd lhonud~es lIS
tM WI 09,.oIilIo. with Trotsky',
....doTSllip. BUI, by omaN of ruthlas Cll­

ll"1sions. <kporuItions, I'" suppresa.ion of
dd:>a.tt, and Iht- ph)'Sif;a.1 liquida.tion of
1m, of Ihousands or rc<olutionarin, tht
Stalinilt apparatulllliMd an iron IIrip on
lht ParlY and tht lnttrnaliona1.

The: forca of Iht Ldl Opposition rt·
ma.inod oritnlod to 1M CPI and 1M Com­
inlnn unlil 1'33, ...1Im il ....s clea.r lhat
Ihow bodies could nc<... llt rqm.....tcd.

In I!NJ. Stalin pertmplClrily di••oh"Ul
tM Coatint...n, as a .estllrt or auunnoo
to his imporiaJist All... in I'" Socond
World Will" lila.! ,''' Communiil: Pmies
had abandonod Ihrir forma aims of
world rc<ohIl ....

K.lak-Littrally ··fi,,". Runian
nicknalM for a rich pnlilnl.

Kuomlntana-lit.rally "I'oopk's Par·
ty". thil wal th. Chi...,~ nalionali ..
orlanilillion foun<kd in 1911 by Sun Yal
~n. Illookod for SUpporltO 1M poasan­
try, urban middlo cLus and workt.., but
its ....dership ..... in bourJCOi, hands.

In 1M Oi_ 1~lionor 1925·2'.
I'" Kuomintana;, ....<kd byChiallJ Ka;·
shek. playtd Iht m.in cOunter·
I~ionaryrole as buIchcr of .... work.
ina class.

Aft... Iht- ~·mtua.1 ddt.. of tho
Kuomimant by lho Chinese Rod Almy III

I...., Chia.nI Ka.i-shd:.lOOl rrl on lho
tslIlnd of Formosa fTai....n) t M
CSlabtioh«l hi! dil:ulorsllip under t'" pm­
t~ioa of Amaian imperialism_nd
whore his ",.,.:enOl" ruk 10 Ihi, day.

Nt;P-"Ntw Economic Policy." An
c<:onomic r."nt ,.hic:h Will forced On 1M
Bol,ht~ik .o"trnm.nl in RUlSia I' •
r..ult of 1M d.ndful ....1'uClion of th.
«onomy "usod by the ci.il wa' .nd tht
inlervenlion of tM armies of impnia.1ism.

For tht o"tr"'hclminily pca...ot
pop\Ilalioo of 1M Sooitl Union. Lenin
and TroosIi:y had adYoca.lod a pIOIrilmmc

0(vaoual co&ct.ivi5a.t'" or ..,il:uhu«:.
by ,''' e:umplc of voluntary modd c:ol.
lcct.iYu establishod wilb lho aid or in.
dusuiaI de .dOplknl and .... 1lrO'"ilion 0(
,~~

H_.... 10 o"crromo. t~1rC'nk' food
lbor1il&" in 1'2().21.~ had to
llt ,r.m 10 pca.>a.nU W~ plocluo:­
lion for Ilri~ate Ilrofil (I'" NEP). ThIS
had bttn intmdod by Ltnin as a tem.
porlry mrelt.

But I'" .oml.iOI Slalinillbur.auCiacy
por~."od Ih~ NEP, apin.. Ih. warninlS
of lh. Ldt Opposition. and blilh.ly .n·
coura••d th. kulaks to ".nrich
~ouI~I~..".

Thtn, panickinilhat ht had crCllod a
ilXiaJ~ ror his own <WCrIhrow and 1M
I",oralion of capiulism, Stalin and hIS
hmdo.......wildlCd!n Imloan Dt.......,
policy or forced coIl«ti~isa.tion or
..,il:uhu,t and "Iiquidalion or t'"
kula/u"-on tM basis of tM nisti",
primilhit pIoup. TM pealilnU resisltd.
ckstroyina; livalOd and ...ops; in tM ......
sui", fami"" 10 million died.

PtiJI.-chinese copila.l cily lindica.lod as
Pcipin. OIItM old ....ps. and as Brijln.
on maps today).

Russ'-n R,.olutlon. 19i'_Tht first
(and, 50 fa" tM only) ~icloriou, work.r.'
.t~olulion in hillory.

So.ku-EJcaod oouncils of ,.·orL.... ·
dclcptn frOftllho fa.ct.ories and dJil:m,.
Flril: C1.altd OIIlho iniUali.t or or&.ln;'.
od workm in Pc!roIJa.d l-I...nllna;rad)
durWlI .... RuWa.n fC'YOIulion 0( I~.....
oovoeos IlrCMdod a _-party «:jlrelal'

tlti,,, body whidl muId rtadily &.lin
lutbooty in lhe~ of I'" mIUft, and
....~t as ins..u......" or workillJ·dass
",,",.

Sooitu 'poln. up qain al I'" QUtM\
of t'" Russian r olution of I'''. ,. ...n
tilt: Tsar wa. o thrown. DtI,in. Iht
COIlr" of this re~olulion. the BoII"'~iks

won. majolilY in tht kty \.O~itll and, in
Oe'olltr, lod Ih. working dass In Iht
stru"1o to lakt 1'O"'.r on 1M ,Iopn "All
Po,..r 10 tht S<witul"

Ahhou.h 1M namt 'So.icl Union' is
lIil1 usod 10 dacrlbc Russia. ;n filel all
..,..... of SO"ito pawn ha.t bttn
C'liminatcd .. a r..ul! or tho Stalinist
COUnt...-rC'VOlution.
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S,ukll ~oI._. Itll·jl-FOf "
>lu<!y ofthi<'~lionand It.. ClllOSCS of
its dd<at. Oft ".lIQltBA s..."M_'
No.'.

so l! .... Ten" \0 IbaiM 1M loO<iaI
pl."lO""'_ of (and 'Iw policies pu""",,
by). rulin. bu.calKUCJ .'hich allbIi$ht$
ilKI( on 'M ba,i. or mit O"'"nenhip of
the mUn! of p,odllClion. (S« .,pl,na_
lion of Proletarian Ronapa'tis", above.)

The fin. hi<torical examplt of 'hi' wa.
1M fioe or 1M bu""""'K)' in Ruuia.
IlOUbIy from 1923 onwardl. "hen ,lit ex·
hwsltd wort~class IIad btm .....bIt '0
lUlI,i" iu hold on ....'e POW" and 'M
mlotudOlI dt",,,,,,ttd.

n.. Mad Of.M bu.......';" coum..­
.....oIIrtioll ... SoaIia. aM ¢"ftltllally
bel;aIno: an Iblo/u'" dieuuo<. H,*,", II..
lcnn ''Slaliail..''',

nil-Lead.. of ,he VII.oolIY Com·
munill PIl1~ which o<pn~ the partlun
.....iII. r•• i••ance .pin" Nu; German

OttUpelion durina cho: Sa:ond W...1d
Waf. "T'Iw wppGn of 1M p"p"'"iocl as
• rault of this ...~ Tllo ..... 01 in·

~ f'''''' Moocow.
TlIc pan usislal 1M Sovin Red

ArmJ in dri 1M 0..-.... r...........
of Vuaoolaviol. n.. CP pined .......­
.........ds 1M cncI of 1M Sa:ond World
W.... Ind. calT}ina lb.""", 1M dimina·
'ion of capitali,m, ..t.b~~ • rqiMl'
on SI.lini., lines.

Ti,o'. ,.lIliv. indtlXnokncc was in
ronuaSl '0 lhe ~ounltia of Easltm
Eu,opt wh..t, follow'n. 'ht victory of
1M S<win Rtd Army IP;MI Hiller,
'ttimn rorIIplndy obcdictl' '0 Sta6n
wert set up.

nw "nuntri... """'RiC'! IxtWftft ,lit
Ruuian aDd V..,oot.v buln.locracia
fQdwd ,lit poim of .... open ~ by
194. .;.h TdO briq denclun«d ft ....
.....pmu;.c.",.~ and t"o'.... "faociM" in
,he Russian prns.

Tl"Olol<y-Bom 1.19. TO'elM' wilh
Lenin. lead.. of 'ht Runian Rtvolu'ion
ofOc,o.bcr 1917; Of.."iw of 1M Rtd A,·

Ill)' aod ill DOc't in ,he ciYil ...., and 'M
~'"dd"mtt of IMCOUntry apilut
21 invadi... _in of i.pcriI~.

Troulty ..as dqJ d r..- 11K S<wW<
~ af... lcaia'l c\ealh. in 'ho:
COUIW of 'M burea..:nu.: "",,,'er·
~liooI..1Uc:lI1Cl in. nw lada of.M
BolI,,",;k Lefl Opposi.ion a,ain..
Stalinism. he ..... apdlul f,om 1he Com·
muni" PlIny and banished '0 a rmKltt
rural &rei in 19211; 'bm <kponcd from the
So.i.. Union in 1929; and t"o'tntuaJly
mu,dtrtd by an I.¥"t of Stalin, in Mtx·
ko,in 1940.

~'._ aenn...t-ln 1m then: wert
._ k--.taaa~tI,DIlt

in Nank 0iaDI kai-Wl<, aod
_ ill Wllhaa Olinc-,.e;·

W..... tilt ad« or 1M _lied
..Ldt..k~~f.......
cd C1lianJ" aampk in &llA<kinJ tIK
C1llncw CP aod ".to: unioN ill July
1927.

Latn Wan, "'tnl o'n to Opt11 001.
Ia\>or.lion with Japannc imptrialism.


